
MIAMI: Roger Federer admits he faces a real battle to
land the 101st title of his career with the in-form Daniil
Medvedev next up after Serbian Filip Krajinovic was
dispatched 7-5 6-3 on Monday at the ATP and WTA
Miami Open.

The Swiss superstar produced an excellent all-
round performance despite being tested by the world
number 103 who belied his lowly ranking by producing
some excellent tennis during an exciting first set.

Federer, however, stylishly weathered the storm to
seal the win - the 52nd of his career in Miami - and set
up an intriguing last eight match with the highly-rated
Medvedev.

The Russian, who is at a career high ranking of 15,
saw off American Reilly Opelka 7-6 (7/5) 6-7 (5/7) 7-6
(7/0), and has won four ATP hard-court titles, including
three since last August.

Federer beat him twice last year but is already a fan.
“He’s clever how he plays the court because he can
play it up and down, and he’s unusual when he plays
from back,” said the Swiss, who hit 14 aces and won an
impressive 74% of points on his first serve.

“It’s a bit of a different approach.Thankfully I played
him last year twice in Basel and Shanghai and I’m very
impressed about his progress. I must say the last year
has been unbelievable for him.”

Krajinovic struggled with injury last year as prob-
lems with his ankle, left foot and hand restricted him to
just seven tournaments in the first seven months of
2018. Yet some fierce hitting from the back of the court

surprised the predictably pro-Federer crowd and a
brilliant run and flick over the net handed him an early
break for 3-2.

Keeping the pressure on, however, was a different
matter as Federer broke straight back before pocketing
the opening set. The second set wasn’t as competitive,
Federer easing home and finishing with 35 winners
compared to the Serbian’s 18.

HALEP DOWNS WILLIAMS 
Elsewhere, number 24 seed Grigor Dimitrov was

beaten by world number 77 Jordan Thompson in
straight sets ensuring the Australian will meet 2018
Wimbledon finalist Kevin Anderson who beat Portugal’s
Joao Sousa 6-4, 7-6 (8/6).

Simona Halep, meanwhile, got the better of Venus
Williams once again as the Romanian made light work
of the 38-year-old American to book a place in the
quarter-finals with a 6-3, 6-3 win.

“I was pretty strong with my serve and knew where
to bother her,” said the reigning French Open champion
who will meet China’s Wang Qiang in the last eight.
“When I saw I can win easy games with my serve, it
gave me great confidence,” she added.

Bianca Andreescu, the 18-year-old Canadian sensa-
tion who won the title in Indian Wells, was forced to
withdraw in the second set of her fourth round match
with Anett Kontaveit. Andreescu was 1-6 0-2 down
before a shoulder injury ruined her chances of another
run to the finals. 

The Estonian will meet Taiwan’s Hsieh Su-Wei who
continued her excellent form with a 6-3, 6-7 (0/7), 6-2
win over Caroline Wozniacki. Petra Kvitova, the world
number 3, booked her place in the last eight, beating

Caroline Garcia 6-3, 6-3 in a match which was held up
for one hour and 40 minutes because of rain in South
Florida. Kvitova plays Australian Ashleigh Barty for a
place in the semi-finals. — AFP
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Federer wary of Medvedev 
after Miami Open victory

MIAMI GARDENS:  Roger Federer of Switzerland plays a point against Filip Krajinovic of Serbia during day 8 of
the Miami Open presented by Itau at Hard Rock Stadium on Monday in Miami Gardens, Florida. — AFP

Halep books place in Miami q-finals with a win over Venus

Utah Jazz top Suns 
despite Booker’s 59
SALT LAKE CITY: Rudy Gobert scored a season-
high 27 points and collected 10 rebounds to lead the
Utah Jazz to a 125-92 victory over the Phoenix Suns on
Monday night. Devin Booker scored a season-high 59
points for the Suns. Gobert broke the NBA single-sea-
son dunk record with 274 while picking up his 59th
double-double of the season. The old dunk mark of 269
was set by Dwight Howard set in 2007-08. Dunks have
been an official stat only since 2000. Derrick Favors
and Ricky Rubio added 18 points apiece for the Jazz,
who won for the seventh time in eight games. Booker
hit 19 of 34 field-goal attempts and 16 of 17 from the
free-throw line, but it wasn’t enough to prevent
Phoenix from losing for the seventh time in the past
nine games.

TRAIL BLAZERS 148, NETS 144 (2OT)
Jusuf Nurkic scored 32 points and had a game-high

16 rebounds to lead Portland to a double-overtime vic-
tory against visiting Brooklyn. But Nurkic suffered a
serious left leg injury with 2:22 left in the second over-
time when fouled while going for an offensive rebound.
He was taken off on a stretcher and then to a local hos-
pital. Damian Lillard added 31 points and a game-lead-
ing 12 assists for the Blazers, who clinched an NBA
playoff spot for the sixth year in a row. In reserve, Seth
Curry scored 20 points and Rodney Hood 18 as
Portland completed a homestand 4-0.

MAGIC 119, 76ERS 98
Nikola Vucevic had 28 points and 11 rebounds, and

Orlando took a major step in its push toward the play-
offs with a home win over Philadelphia. The Magic
went undefeated during their five-game homestand and

are now just a half-game behind the Miami Heat for the
eighth and final playoff spot in the Eastern Conference.
The two teams play a pivotal game tonight in Miami.
Evan Fournier chipped in 24 points and seven assists
for Orlando. Joel Embiid had 20 points and 10
rebounds for the 76ers. Philadelphia’s Ben Simmons did
not play due to a stomach virus.

GRIZZLIES 115, THUNDER 103
Bruno Caboclo scored a career-high 24 points to lift

Memphis past visiting Oklahoma City. Caboclo hadn’t
scored more than 16 points in any of his 60 previous
NBA games over five seasons. He also tied his career
high with 11 rebounds. Jonas Valancuinas added 18
points and 14 rebounds for Memphis, and Delon Wright
had 18 points and 13 assists. Tyler Dorsey contributed 21
points. Paul George led the Thunder with 30 points but
was just 10 of 29 from the floor. Dennis Schroder scored
26 points for Oklahoma City, and Russell Westbrook
added 16 points and seven assists. — Reuters

SALT LAKE CITY: Derrick Favors #15 of the Utah Jazz shoots the ball against the Phoenix Suns on Monday at
vivint.SmartHome Arena in Salt Lake City, Utah. — AFP

Euro clubs reiterate 
refusal to play in 2021
Club World Cup
AMSTERDAM: The umbrella organisation representing more
than 200 European clubs reiterated yesterday that its members
would not take part in FIFA’s planned 2021 Club World Cup
under current circumstances.

However, the European Club Association (ECA) said it would
contemplate changing its position if FIFA sat down and dis-
cussed changes to the international match calendar. “We are not
willing to participate in this competition at this moment in time
because of the congested calendar,” ECA chairman Andrea
Agnelli told reporters. “Having said this, we are more than avail-
able to discuss changes for the future.”

Agnelli complained that FIFA had given too little information
about basic matters such as who would qualify for the planned
competition. “The way this has been managed is like managing
the local lottery for thanksgiving,” said Agnelli. “As it stands, we
have nothing there.

“We (the clubs) are the ones taking the risks, we are invest-
ing in the long term, we are investing in players, in infrastruc-
ture, we are the ones who carry the entrepreneurial and finan-
cial risks.”

Agnelli, also the president of Juventus, added that he did not
know how his club could qualify for the competition. “I don’t
understand how we could take part because there is no access
list,” he said.

FIFA decided at a meeting of its policy-making Council in
Miami earlier this month to go ahead with a revamped Club
World Cup, featuring 24 teams, from 2021. The existing Club
World Cup is staged annually and features seven teams.

Agnelli, who said FIFA had overlooked ECA’s request not to
make a decision in Miami, did not accept the argument that the
tournament would occupy a slot in the calendar usually allocat-
ed for the Confederations Cup, which will no longer by played.

“(The argument of) substituting the Confederations Cup with
the Club World Cup doesn’t make much difference in our view
so there is a congested calendar which can only be addressed in
the years to come,” he said.

Agnelli also denied that the ECA has proposed playing
Champions League matches at weekend from 2024 onwards,
when the present format is due to be altered. — Reuters

Malinga cleared 
to play IPL
COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s limited-overs cap-
tain Lasith Malinga has been cleared to play
the remainder of the Indian Premier League
(IPL) season after his country’s cricket board
granted the paceman permission to skip the
domestic 50-overs tournament yesterday.

Selectors had earlier made it mandatory
for Sri Lanka players to participate in the
Super Provincial One-Day Tournament if they

want to be considered for the May 30-July 14
Cricket World Cup in England and Wales.

However, Sri Lanka Cricket said they have
decided to release the 35-year-old fast
bowler as he would benefit from opportunity
to play with “much stronger opposition in the
IPL tournament, which consist of international
players.”

Malinga, who has taken the most wickets
(154 in 110 matches) since the first edition of the
IPL in 2008, was bought by the Mumbai
Indians for 20 million Indian rupees ($290,444)
in the January auction. He had worked as a
bowling mentor with the same franchise after
going unsold in 2018 auctions. — Reuters

Premier League
managers can
exploit VAR: Analyst
LONDON: Canny Premier League managers
should be seeking to “manipulate” VAR technol-
ogy to their advantage when it is introduced next
season, according to analyst Rory Campbell. VAR
(the video assistant referee system) was largely
deemed a success at last year’s World Cup in
Russia and is being used in many domestic
leagues including Spain, Italy and Germany.

But England-based players have had a slow
introduction to VAR, which has been used in the
Champions League knockout phase and some FA
Cup games this season but will be rolled out in
the Premier League in the 2019/20 season.

Campbell, who has worked with West Ham in
the area of technical analysis, said managers
should take the time to find out how the technol-
ogy will impact the game and how they can stay
on top of changes.

“If I were a manager I would be putting in
huge resources as to how we are actually going
to manipulate VAR-how we can understand how
to use it to our benefit,” Campbell said at last
week’s Betting on Football conference in London.

Campbell, owner of consultancy firm C&N
Sporting Risk, said managers could learn a lot if
they get to sit down with referees before the new
season starts. “The clubs presumably will be at
the briefing for referees,” said Campbell. “That
would be the most important meeting for every
EPL (English Premier League) manager to under-
stand-how each individual referee might handle
VAR or be told how to handle it.

“VAR is bigger than anything they are doing
at the moment. “There is so much they can do to
give themselves an edge over their rivals and
manipulate a game. It sounds a bad word but
there is a rule set and enough flexibility within
them to exploit it.”

Warren Llambias, managing director of
RedZone.bet, a bookmaker specialising in
American sports such as NFL, baseball and bas-
ketball, agrees with Campbell.

However, he concedes even after two decades
of video assistance in the NFL, howlers can be
made and says it can take teams four weeks at
the start of a new season to get used to the
tweaking of the system. 

“Coaches that are very good at managing set-
pieces and exploiting rule changes regarding dis-
cipline in the box will see an uplift in their teams
and there will be opportunities there,” said
Llambias.

“Like in NFL, teams that are well-structured
and well-organised will adapt the quickest. The
best coaches will make it work to their advan-
tage.” Llambias also said the introduction of VAR
could erode perceived home advantage as pres-
sure on referees will ease. 

“He (the VAR referee) will not be in the middle
of the pitch being called names by 50,000 peo-
ple so home advantage may no longer count,”
said Llambias, who cited how in the NFL deci-
sions are referred to an office in New York.

“He is not as influenced by the crowd as he is
away from the boos and the cries so he can make
a more informed decision based on information,
not the emotion of the crowd.”

There has been some frustration expressed by
fans at the length of time it takes for VAR deci-
sions to be made and Lee Richardson, CEO of
Gaming Economics, said football could learn les-
sons from rugby.

“In rugby you know what you are waiting for,
you are listening in, seeing re-runs. It adds to the
drama,” said Richardson. I feel football is handling
it particularly badly.”  —AFP

Osimhen hat-trick 
powers Nigeria to 
Olympics triumph
JOHANNESBURG: Victor Osimhen scored a
hat-trick as Nigeria swept aside Libya in the sec-
ond half to win 4-0 Monday and reach the third
qualifying round of the 2020 Olympic Games
football tournament.

The Belgium-based striker was drafted into the
team after a shock 2-0 first leg loss last
Wednesday and demonstrated his worth with the
treble. Nigeria won the tie 4-2 on aggregate and
will face Kenya or Sudan, who take a two-goal
lead into the return match in Nairobi Tuesday, in
the next round during June.

Osimhen, on loan to Charleroi from Bundesliga
outfit VfL Wolfsburg, opened the scoring after 33
minutes of a first half staged in 33 degree celsius
(92 fahrenheit) heat.

Nigeria should have been more than one goal
ahead by half-time in southeastern town Asaba as
they were denied several times by the woodwork.
The second half was one-way traffic toward the

Libyan goalmouth and Osimhen completed his
hat-trick with goals on 67 and 82 minutes.

Libya needed a goal to move ahead on aggre-
gate through the away-goal rule, but it was
Nigeria who netted again, this time through
David Okereke in the final minute. The Nigerian
squad finished the match four million naira
($11,100) richer as senior team captain Ahmed
Musa promised a million naira for every goal his
compatriots scored. 

Nigeria are the most successful African coun-
try in Olympics football, winning the 1996 Atlanta
tournament and finishing runners-up to Argentina
in Beijing 12 years later. In Abidjan, the Ivory
Coast hammered Niger 6-1 to equal the biggest
winning margin set by Kenya in a 2020 qualifier
in Africa. Leading 2-1 from the first leg, the
Ivorians scored three goals in each half at home
with Italy-based Willy Braciano bagging a brace.
Ivory Coast are likely to face tougher opposition
in the third round when they come up against
Guinea, who surprisingly eliminated Senegal.

A further seven qualifiers are scheduled for
today with Ghana and South Africa poised to
advance after building impressive first leg leads.
Olympics qualifiers are restricted to under-23
footballers with three over-age stars permitted at
the finals. — AFP


