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KUWAIT: High-ranking oil sources called for
avoiding ‘compulsory employment’ in the oil sector,
warning that  pressure in this direction and politics
or pressure-driven replacement of expats with citi-
zens would have a negative impact on budgets,
revenues and even projects. The sources added
that one of the impacts of such pressure is talking
about fake certificates and accrediting them, which
nobody knows how far it might develop because it
is too complicated. 

“The oil sector only approves degrees endorsed
by accreditation bodies,” the sources stressed, not-
ing that 5,332 citizens had been appointed in the oil
sector since 2014 and that ‘Kuwaitization’ had
reached 89.5 percent, the highest nationalization
percentage in GCC states. The sources said the oil
sector had been employing more Kuwaitis than its
budgets and potentials allow. “The sector has a
limited capacity according to vacancies and plans.
The more projects we have, the more jobs there
will be,” they stressed, noting that some technical
jobs require hiring people with plenty of experi-
ence to protect billions of Kuwaiti dinars.  

Excellent performance bonuses
The Civil Service Commission (CSC) agreed to

pay excellent performance bonuses to 300 munici-
pality employees working in various departments
on monthly payment conditions, provided the
needed sums are available in the municipality’s
budget, said informed sources. Meanwhile, an
administrative decision was issued on transferring
291 municipality food inspectors to the food and
nutrition authority effective Monday, April 1, the
sources added, noting that another decision on
transferring 300 others will be issued later.  

In a similar development, informed sources said
in accordance with CSC regulations and conditions,
the Ministry of Health (MoH) had allocated KD 8
million for excellent performance bonuses for its
employees, expecting the bonuses to be paid by
May or June. The sources explained that bonuses
for doctors, consultants and department managers
will be KD 1,500, those for pharmacists and techni-
cians will be KD 1,300, KD 1,000 for heads of sec-
tions and nursing staff, KD 800 for employees and
administrative staff and KD 400 for assistant staff. 

Further, the sources explained that conditions to
get the bonus include having at least one year of
service by the end of 2018, having an excellent
assessment report for the previous year, not
receiving any disciplinary penal measures in the
same year, and not to have exceeded the maximum
of 15 days - excluding hospitalization - of sick
leaves during the same year. The sources added
that those working shifts should have worked at
least 70 percent of the shifts and 180 days of actu-
al workdays. 

Uber shares
Well informed official sources at Kuwait

Investment Authority (KIA) said the authority indi-
rectly owns shares in Uber, which is about to be
listed on the New York bourse to increase its mar-
ket value to $120 billion, adding that the shares had
been bought through international funds and port-
folios. The sources added that KIA can earn good
revenues from those shares if the funds and portfo-
lios decide to exit. 

Notably, as part of its expansion plans, Uber
reached an agreement to acquire its Middle East
rival Careem, and the deal is expected to be closed
during the first quarter of 2020. Uber will pay $1.4
billion in cash and $1.7 billion in convertible notes
at a price equal to $55 per share in a deal that
gives it full ownership of Careem, while keeping
Careem’s co-founders and CEO Mudathar Sheikha
in office. 

Officials warn of
‘negative impact’ of
pressure to replace
expats with Kuwaitis

Police raid
unlicensed auto
repair shops
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Jahra police carried out a crackdown yes-
terday at a large space in Amghara where unlicensed
auto repairmen offered their services to reckless
sports cars’ drivers. The location also lacked neces-
sary safety conditions. During the raid, police found
six vehicles, some of which carrying Gulf license
plates and forged plates, while others carried no
plates, in addition to an unlicensed store for spare
parts. The vehicles were impounded, while investiga-
tions are ongoing to identify their owners. 

KUWAIT: Kuwait northern area can contain $450-650
billion worth of investment but conditional to laws that
attract foreign capitals like tax reduction and elimination
of “painful bureaucracy,” a senior government official
said Tuesday. First Deputy Premier and Defense
Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah said
the northern area would house the Silk City project and
other ventures which “will enable us to reach out to far
places like the Red Sea and the Mediterranean, Turkey
and East Europe.”

Sheikh Nasser, in an interview with Kuwait TV, said
Mubarak Al-Kabeer Port “will link us with those places.”
The selection of the northern area aims at transforming
Kuwait into an international hub for huge foreign invest-
ments ... and these investments will be protected by
everybody which will reduce the arms purchase made by
the state, because of existence of a human and economic
regime that is connected with the world,” he said.

Sheikh Nasser said New Kuwait 2035 Vision has
been inspired by the aspiration of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah “who lived
when the human being, not oil, was the most important
element in the State.” His Highness the Amir has been
keen on transforming Kuwait into an international finan-
cial and commercial hub, said Sheikh Nasser, and the
human being is at its core, nothing else. Sheikh Nasser
said the world recognized the Kuwaiti people, as human
beings, due to their accomplishment. He added that the
late Amir Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah was

bestowed with the ‘Sir’ title for his role in helping allies
against the Nazis. The allies also honored the Master
shipbuilder with ‘Sir’ title. 

Geographical location 
The strength of the Kuwait 2035 vision, said

Sheikh Nasser, is in its geographical location. The

country is located between ancient civilizations: the
Civilization of Elam (now modern-day Iran) and the
Mesopotamian c iv i l izat ions . “This  has  granted
Kuwait a point of strength upon which it can pro-
ceed with its vision and future,” he said.

Sheikh Nasser said Kuwait selected China because of
its capabilities in equipping Mubarak Al-Kabeer Port.
China, he added, also rented Pakistan’s Gwadar Port in
the Arabian Sea for 40 years because of its proximity to

Chinese cities. He said goods shipped towards the north
of the Arabian Gulf sea can either go through Kuwait or
Iraq, a complementary to the commercial and financial
hub. Sheikh Nasser said the parliament and government
should join hands to address any shortcomings facing the
execution of the vision. He thanked Parliament Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem for proposing workshops between
executive and legislative authorities to overcome obsta-
cles and speed up implementation of the vision.

His Highness the Amir instructed allocation of a
budget aimed at improving state management system,
he said, and the government was keen on keeping citi-
zens informed about different aspects of vision, its
importance and phases of implementation.

Education a top priority
Sheikh Nasser was asked about education and said

this issue was a top priority at the Supreme Council of
Planning and Development. “Good education is the
biggest thing you offer to preserve dignity of humans,
and it requires huge investment in students and teachers
as well as a great interest by society and parents,” he
said. Education “is one of the important components of
2035 vision,” added the senior official.

A huge and successful investment, he said, would
reduce the burden on the state regarding the creation of
jobs for citizens. This will be applicable when investment
laws are activated and level of education improves thus
nationals would be able to find appropriate jobs, he said.

The government, said Sheikh Nasser, wanted to make
services as good as those offered by the private sector.
“The state wants to reduce its direct involvement in
services but elevate their level. It will have a monitoring
role and will leave the society the freedom to choose the
type of services they want,” he said.

Sheikh Nasser said “the more attractive the Silk City
law is for investment ... the more it falls in the interest of
the state.” The draft law will be finalized soon and referred
to the parliament, he added. The city, he said, would
encompass medical, educational and sport zones. The
zones will be placed for international bids in order to have
security and economic outcome. The Silk City has a board
of trustees consisting of renowned international figures, he
said, “which will encourage capitals to come (to Kuwait)
and trigger a great international confidence.”

Sheikh Nasser said his recent tour to the Arabian
Gulf countries aimed at working out a comprehensive
development plan for the entire region, which would
support local plans. He meanwhile said the vision paid a
great attention to protection of environment, hand-in-
hand with water desalination stations. 

The Silk City does not violate the constitution, bans
monopoly and encourages wide-scale competition, he
said. Sheikh Nasser said skilled manpower would be the
basis of the Silk City, and women would play a great
role in the development of the nation, while the state
was determined to secure equal opportunities and fair
distribution of wealth. — KUNA
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Maid mixed
baby formula
with urine 
KUWAIT: A Filipina domestic helper mixed baby formula
with urine. When the child’s father discovered what hap-
pened, he reported the matter to police. The Filipina con-
fessed to committing the act but did not give any justifica-
tion for it. She was detained and charged with the special
misdemeanor of “bodily harm of a child”.

‘Suicide’ in Hawally
An Ethiopian woman threw herself from a Hawally

building, according to preliminary investigations. Police
and paramedics rushed to the area and found she had died.
The body was recovered by the coroner. A case was filed
for further investigations. 

Botched robbery
Criminal detectives solved the mystery of attempted

theft at a bank, and found out that a Kuwaiti and
bedoon were involved. Both used a hammer to smash
the glass and drove a car without plates belonging to
the citizen’s brother. Detectives found two persons were
involved - one a Kuwaiti with a criminal record who
was released from prison a year earlier, and the other a
bedoon, also with a criminal record. The citizen said he
along with his partner planned the theft after watching
a movie. He said when the alarms sounded, they
escaped.

15 bombs found
Kuwait army engineers collected 15 bombs found

near Mutlaa. A citizen called police and told them he
found a bomb near Ministry of Electricity and Water
reservoirs, so they went to the area and checked it.
They then called army engineers, who found 15 bombs
and took them to a safe area. They combed the area,
but nothing else was found. - Translated by Kuwait
Times from Al-Rai

Competition
authority explains
role in labor market
By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: Under the patronage of the Minister of
Commerce and Industry and Minister of State for Services
Khalid Al-Roudhan, the Competition Protection Authority
(CPA) organized a discussion session yesterday titled
“Competition Protection: Defining the laws in order to
achieve fair competition in the Kuwaiti market”.

During his speech, Chairman of the Board of Directors
Dr Rashed Al-Ajmi said the authority has begun to play its
role in the labor market. He expected that the work of the
authority during the next two years will be more technical
than administrative, especially in light of its cooperation
with Kuwait International Bank to educate the authority’s
staff about competition economics in Kuwait.

He added that the new competition law has been pre-
pared in line with best international practices, which is
being worked out with specialized bodies and is expected
to be approved soon by the National Assembly after
approval by the Council of Ministers. “The authority has
worked to finalize the set of technical procedures neces-
sary for the implementation of the law, in consultation with
international experts specialized in the field, and is also
working on the review and approval procedures from the
executive management to be submitted to the governing
council of the authority for adoption,” Ajmi explained.

He stressed that competition is a vital element in stimu-
lating effective and strong economies and encouraging
economic growth, and seeks to increase productivity by
pushing inefficient companies out of the market and allow-
ing active companies to enter or gain market share. So
competition drives all companies to become more efficient
through innovation for their survival in the market.

Chief Executive Officer Abdulla Al-Owaisi said based
on the freedom of competition guaranteed by the Kuwaiti
constitution, freedom of economic activity is guaranteed
to all in a way that does not restrict or prevent free com-
petition without prejudice to the provisions of internation-

al treaties and conventions.  He added that in the light of
the recent years of economic globalization and the subse-
quent role of the private sector, it required the establish-
ment of a specialized independent body to implement the
provisions of the law by providing a database and infor-
mation on the production capacities and production vol-
ume and sales of goods that are traded in the market,
receive notification requests for examination and com-
plaints of harmful practices and their verification, and if
verified, take legal action.

Kuwait rejects
consolidating
Israel authority
over Golan
NEW YORK: Kuwait has rejected
resolutions that would consolidate the
authority of Israel’s occupation of the
Syrian Arab Golan or any occupied
Arab land as the current situation on
the ground comes after Israel’s deci-
sion to change the legal, natural and
demographic situation of the Golan.
This came in a speech delivered by
Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to
the United Nations, Ambassador
Mansour Al-Otaibi, at a Security
Council meeting on the situation in
the Middle East, including the
Palestinian issue.

“These attempts are illegal, null
and void and constitute a breach of
international agreements, the Charter
of the United Nations and the rele-
vant resolutions of the Security
Council, in particular resolutions 242,
338 and 497, in which the Council
affirms the inadmissibility of the
acquisition of territory by force,” he
said. “We are all following the inter-
national reactions condemning any
step aimed at annexing the territories
by force and rejecting any illegal
measures aimed at increasing tension
in the region. We regret the United
States’ decision to annex the Golan
under Israel’s sovereignty and here
we reaffirm Syria’s right to restore the
entire Syrian Arab Golan according to
international legitimacy resolutions,”
the Kuwaiti diplomat stressed.

Otaibi renewed the call on the
international community to fulfill its

commitments and take the necessary
steps to revive the peace process in
order to reach a two-state solution,
end the Israeli occupation imposed
since 1967 and achieve a just, lasting
and comprehensive peace based on
the relevant UN resolutions, land for
peace, the Arab peace initiative and
the road map.

Otaibi pointed to Israel’s plans to
build more than 6,000 housing units in
Area C and in East Jerusalem, stressing
the need for the international commu-
nity to implement resolution 2334,
which stressed that Israeli settlement is
a flagrant violation of international law
and an obstacle to peace. The resolu-
tion calls on Israel to immediately and
completely halt all settlement activities
in the Occupied Palestinian Territory,
including East Jerusalem, as well as the
implementation of other relevant inter-
national resolutions condemning the
illegality of Israeli settlement, including
Security Council resolutions 465 and

497. “For almost a month, we have
been forced to request a session after
another to examine the unilateral deci-
sions taken by the Israeli government
illegally,” he said.

Otaibi added that the first session
came after Israel’s refusal to renew
mandate of the Temporary
International Presence in Hebron or
(TIPH), and another when “we asked
to hold a joint meeting with Indonesia
on March 8 to discuss the economic
repercussions of Israel’s unilateral
decision to freeze part of the
Palestinian tax revenues which we
fear will trigger another crisis.” He
noted that this decision may carry
serious repercussions in the coming
weeks that could drag the region to
undesirable consequences due to vio-
lating the agreements signed between
the two parties, namely the Paris
Protocol, which violates international
law and the Fourth Geneva
Convention. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: Dr Rashed Al-Ajmi delivers his speech. — Photos
by Joseph Shagra

Chief Executive Officer Dr Abdulla Al-Owaisi speaks dur-
ing the session.

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations
Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi speaks at a Security Council meeting on
the situation in the Middle East. — KUNA


