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North Korea embassy raid thrusts 
shadowy group into the spotlight

‘A target on the back’: Spanish court names suspects in embassy break in
SEOUL: A shadowy group seeking to overthrow North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un has been thrust into the
international spotlight after a Spanish court investigating
a break-in at the North Korean embassy in Madrid
named apparent members as suspects. Cheollima Civil
Defense, also known as Free Joseon, first went public in
2017, when it said it was protecting the family of Kim
Jong Un’s half brother Kim Jong Nam, who was murdered
in a Malaysian airport.

Spanish authorities unsealed court documents on
Tuesday accusing at least 10 individuals of storming into
the embassy, restraining and beating some staff members
and holding them hostage for hours before fleeing with
stolen computers and hard drives. Such an action would
be one of the most militant operations ever carried out by
activists opposed to North Korea’s government.

“Parties seeking to ‘out’ those in Madrid have painted
a target on the backs of those seeking only to protect
others,” Cheollima Civil Defense said in a website post,
apparently acknowledging for the first time its involve-
ment in the raid. “They have chosen to side with
Pyongyang’s criminal, totalitarian rulers over their vic-
tims.” It disputed police allegations that weapons or vio-
lence were used in the break-in.

Of the 10 suspects, the documents listed the names
and birth dates of seven, including citizens of Mexico, the
United States, and South Korea. All but one are under 30

years old. The identification of at least some of the indi-
viduals in the group may have undermined their cause
and perhaps endangered their lives, analysts and activists
said. “It was too risky,” said one South Korean human
rights activist who previously worked with one of the

suspects. “Now that their identities are known, they won’t
be able to carry out activities as before.”

North Korea activist
The Mexican national named by Spanish authorities as

one of the embassy raid’s leaders, Adrian Hong, is a
longtime activist who helped found the refugee aid
organization Liberty in North Korea (LiNK), and later

led an organization preparing for an “imminent, dra-
matic change” in North Korea, analysts said. Spanish
court documents said Hong played a leading role in the
break-in, and that after fleeing to the United States he
contacted the FBI to offer information that had been
stolen. Hong could not be reached for immediate com-
ment. Hong was among several LiNK activists who
were arrested and deported from China in late 2006 as
they were trying to help a party of North Korean
refugees escape.

In a statement on Tuesday, LiNK said Hong had not
been involved in any way with the group for more than 10
years and LiNK had no information on his current activi-
ties. Hong told a newspaper in the United Arab Emirates
in 2011 that the Arab Spring uprisings then unfolding
were “a dress rehearsal for North Korea”. Kang Cheol-
hwan, a defector and founder of the North Korea
Strategy Centre in Seoul, said Hong went so far as to
travel to Libya to research the aftermath of Muammar
Gaddafi’s ouster.

Free Joseon
Cheollima Civil Defense takes its name from a winged

horse commonly featured in East Asian mythology. Free
Joseon, meanwhile, references the last Korean dynasty,
and a name that North Korea still often uses to refer to
itself. On its website, the group used soaring language to

declare itself the “a provisional government” of Free
Joseon as “the sole legitimate representative of the Korean
people of the north”. The website also began to sell “post-
liberation blockchain visas” that can be bought with cryp-
tocurrency, and on March 11 it claimed responsibility for
defacing the North Korean embassy in Kuala Lumpur.

North Korea has not publicly commented on the
Madrid break-in, nor filed a complaint with Spanish
police. The group’s brazen actions led some to speculate
that there could be serious dissent against Kim Jong Un
taking shape. But other analysts were more sceptical, and
say there are lingering questions over possible ties to
foreign intelligence agencies. “I’m still inclined to believe
there was some professional involvement, because taking
over a foreign mission is not an easy operation,” said
Korea Risk Group director Andrei Lankov.

“They took computers and hard disks, but if you don’t
have highly specialized capabilities for breaking the
codes it’s probably not going to be useful to anyone but
major intelligence agencies.” Cheollima Civil Defense
said on Tuesday that no governments were involved or
were aware of the embassy operation before hand. It said
it had shared “certain information of enormous potential
value” with the FBI at the agency’s request, but that
agreements of confidentiality “appear to have been bro-
ken”. The US State department said on Tuesday the US
government was not involved in the raid. — Reuters

‘Outing’
members 
put lives 

at risk

Anti-satellite 
weapons: Rare, 
high-tech, and 
risky to test
NEW DELHI: India tested an anti-satellite weapon yester-
day, saying the indigenously produced interceptor was used
to destroy an object in orbit. Such a weapon allows for
attacks on enemy satellites - blinding them or disrupting
communications - as well as providing a technology base for
intercepting ballistic missiles. India, whose space program
has developed launchers, satellites and probes to the moon
and Mars, created the interceptor used in yesterday’s test
domestically, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said in a broad-
cast on television.

Previous tests
The United States performed the first anti-satellite tests in

1959, when satellites themselves were rare and new. Bold
Orion, designed as a nuclear-tipped ballistic missile re-pur-
posed to attack satellites, was launched from a bomber and
passed close enough to the Explorer 6 satellite for it to have
been destroyed if the missile had been armed.

The Soviet Union performed similar tests around the same
time. In the 1960s and early 1970s, it tested a weapon that
could be launched in orbit, approach enemy satellites and
destroy them with an explosive charge, according to the Union
of Concerned Scientists, a non-profit research and advocacy
organization. In 1985, the United States tested the ASM-135,
launched from an F-15 fighter jet, destroying an American
satellite called Solwind P78-1.

There were no tests for more than 20 years. Then in 2007,
China entered the anti-satellite arena by destroying an old
weather satellite in a high, polar orbit. The test created the
largest orbital debris cloud in history, with more than 3,000
objects, according to the Secure World Foundation, a group
that advocates sustainable and peaceful uses of outer space.
The next year, the United States carried out Operation Burnt
Frost, using a ship-launched SM-3 missile to destroy a
defunct spy satellite.

Debris
Debris from anti-satellite tests can create problems for

other satellites and spacecraft in orbit, as tiny bits of junk
whiz through space many times faster than a rifle bullet. The
International Space Station, for example, regularly tweaks its
orbit to avoid debris of all kinds. China’s 2007 test is consid-
ered the most destructive. Because the impact took place at
an altitude of more than 800 km (500 miles), many of the
resulting scraps stayed in orbit.

The US test in 2008 did not create as much orbital
debris, and because it was at a lower altitude, atmospheric
drag caused much of it to fall toward Earth and burn up.
India’s foreign ministry said in a statement that its test was
done in the lower atmosphere to ensure there was no
debris in space and that whatever was left would “decay
and fal l  back onto the earth within weeks”. The US
Strategic Command, which tracks objects in orbit for the
US military, had no immediate comment on yesterday’s test.

Military use
Destroying an enemy’s satellites, which can provide crucial

intelligence and communications in war, is considered an
advanced capability. With the successful test yesterday, India
theoretically holds other countries’ satellites at risk.
Neighboring Pakistan, with which India traded airstrikes last
month, has several satellites in orbit, launched using Chinese
and Russian rockets. But China, which put dozens of satellites
in orbit in 2018 alone, according to state media, could see
India’s fledgling capability as more of a threat. India needed
to build anti-satellite weapons “because adversary China has
already done it in 2007,” said Ajay Lele, senior fellow at the
Institute for Defense Studies and Analyses. “More than any-
thing I would say through this India is sending a message to
the subcontinent,” he added. “India is saying that we have
mechanisms for space warfare.” — Reuters

Bangladesh 
mother has twins
one month after 
the first birth
DHAKA: A Bangladeshi mother has stunned
doctors by giving birth to healthy twins 26
days after a first child was born prematurely.
Arifa Sultana, 20, gave birth to a baby boy
last month through normal delivery, but doc-
tors missed the presence of a second uterus.
“She didn’t realise she was still pregnant
with the twins. Her waters broke again 26
days after the first baby was born and she
rushed to us,” Sheila Poddar, a gynaecologist
who treated the woman said.

Podder carried out an emergency cae-
sarean section to deliver the twins-one boy
and one girl-last Friday. The young woman
from Jessore district in southwest
Bangladesh was allowed to go home with her
three healthy babies on Tuesday. Podder said
there were no complications. “I haven’t seen
any case like this in my 30-year plus medical
career,” Dilip Roy, chief government doctor
in Jessore, told AFP.

Roy questioned the actions of Khulna
Medical College Hospital doctors for not
detecting the second pregnancy. Hailing from
a poor family, Sultana said she was happy
with the three children but felt concerned
how she would bring them up. 

She told AFP her husband earns barely
6,000 taka ($70) a month as a laborer. “I
don’t know how we will manage such a huge
responsibility with this little amount.” Her
husband Sumon Biswas put on a brave face.
“It was a miracle from Allah that all of my
children are healthy. I will try my best to keep
them happy,” he said. — AFP

AHMEDABAD: Indian students celebrate after India shot down a low-orbiting satellite as part of a successful test of a new
missile technology by the Defense Research and Development Organization (DRDO), in Ahmedabad yesterday. — AFP


