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Semenya says ‘no threat’ to women’s 
sport, Coe comments open old wounds
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Court’s decision has been postponed until late April

LAUSANNE: The International Weightlifting
Federation (IWF) yestrday welcomed to a deci-
sion by the International Olympic Committee to
provisionally lift the sport’s conditional status for
the Paris 2024 Games.

The IOC Executive Board had on Tuesday
softened its position on the drug-plagued sport
which threatens its exclusion from the Olympics.
The board, on the first day of its three-day meet-
ing in Lausanne, said that because of the work the
IWF had done it would “lift the status of condi-
tional inclusion”.

But, the IOC added, that was conditional on the
finalisation of an agreement between the sport
and the International Testing Agency and “confir-
mation of a successful transition of key areas of
the IWF’s anti-doping programme”.

The IOC said it anticipated a signature of an
accord between the IWF and ITA “in the coming
days”. “Failing which, the conditional inclusion of
weightlifting... will be maintained and reconsid-
ered” in June, said the IOC.

Five weightlifters were banned in December
after retests of samples from 2012, taking the
sport’s total for the London Games to 24. In
January, the IWF announced that eight Thai
weightlifters had failed tests or retests on samples
taken at the World Championships in November,
including two Rio 2016 gold medallists-Sopita
Tanasan and Sukanya Srisurat.

The IOC acknowledged the spate of recent
positive tests might “negatively impact the per-
ception that weightlifting has become cleaner”
but added that many of these failed tests were the
result of reforms by the IWF.

IWF rules say that a nation with three or more
positives in a calendar year faces a ban of up to
four years, but Thailand voluntarily banned itself
from the 2019 world championships, which it is
hosting, and from the Tokyo 2020 Olympics. That
also drew praise from the IOC.

The IWF responded yesterday that it “wel-
comes the support of the IOC”. “The IWF’s com-
mitment to clean competition has transformed our
sport,” said its president, Tamas Ajan, in a press
release yesterday. —AFP

Weightlifting happy
as IOC softens stance
on Paris Games

CAPE TOWN: Double Olympic 800-metres champion
Caster Semenya says she is “no threat” to women’s
sport and that recent comments from International
Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF) President
Sebastian Coe have reopened old wounds.

Semenya is awaiting a Court of Arbitration for Sport
verdict on her appeal against an IAAF regulation that
says female athletes classed as having differences in
sexual development (DSDs) gain an unfair advantage
due to their higher testosterone levels, though only in
races between 400 and 1,000m.

Under the new rules, athletes classed as having
DSDs must reduce their blood testosterone level to
below five (5) nmol/L for a continuous period of six
months before they can compete. They must then main-
tain it below that level continuously.

The Court had been due to announce its decision on
Tuesday but has postponed it until late April.

Coe told Australia’s Daily Telegraph at the weekend:
“The reason we have gender classification is because if
you didn’t then no woman would ever win another title
or another medal or break another record in our sport.”

In response Semenya, in a statement through her
lawyers, said: “The scars Ms Semenya has developed
over the past decade run deep.

“Reading the comments of Mr Coe this weekend
opened those old wounds and the reference by the
Daily Telegraph (Australia) to ‘the muscle-packed
Semenya’ is just the latest illustration of how the issues

have been distorted by innuendo.”
The statement continued: “Mr Coe is wrong to think

Ms Semenya is a threat to women’s sport,” calling her a
“heroine” and “inspirational role model” to young girls.

Semenya also sought to differentiate her case from
those of transgender athletes who were formerly male
but have now entered the female sporting arena.

“Ms Semenya is a woman. There is no debate or
question about this and the IAAF does not dispute
this,” the statement continued.

“She was born a woman, raised a woman, socialised
as a woman and has competed as a woman her entire
life. “Mr Coe may have views about transgender women
in sport, but that is a different issue.

“Ms Semenya does not wish to undergo medical
intervention to change who she is and how she was
born. She wants to compete naturally.”

The IAAF said Coe’s comments are consistent with
his, and the organisation’s, stance on DSD athletes from
the beginning. “If you are going to have a protected
category as we do for female sport then you need to
find a way for DSD athletes to compete in a way that is
fair for all female athletes,” the world governing body
said in an emailed statement to Reuters. “The IAAF has
endeavoured to do this with its Female Classification
eligibility regulations and Lord Coe’s comments in the
Australian Daily Telegraph are entirely consistent with
both his and the IAAF’s comments on this issue since
the regulations were introduced.”  — Reuters Caster Semenya 

KUWAIT: Ooredoo Kuwait announced
yesterday its sponsorship of the ninth
edition of the RoadRush Racing
Competition for Women which will take
place at Kuwait Motor Town tomorrow
(March 29 ) for the first time ever. This
sponsorship comes from the alignment
with the company’s core values of caring,
connecting, and challenging. It further
underscores the company’s commitment
to empowering women and giving them
the opportunity to live their passions.
The RoadRush Racing Competition will
include a number of exciting activities

such as RoadRush Market, RoadRush
Kid’s Wonderland, a live performance by
Miami band, as well as other fun activi-
ties.  Al Babtain Turnkey Solutions will
also be participating at the event with
Ooredoo by giving away prizes. 

Kuwait Motor Town is a 2.6 million-
meter square motor town and is the
meeting place for the world’s most
important car races, such as the FIA and
FI, and our sponsorship of RoadRush is a
clear translation of our commitment to
bridging the gap between the private
sector and public sector, especially when

it comes to such important events that
cater to the Kuwaiti society.

Commenting on this sponsorship, Mijbil
Alayoub, Senior Director of Corporate
Communications at Ooredoo Kuwait said,
“We are very proud to participate in such
an event which is aimed at promoting
motor sports to women, which are domi-
nated by men. This event will allow women
to experience the thrills of racing and pro-
vide them with the chance to pursue their
passion”.  Alayoub further added that
Ooredoo will look forward to participating
in similar events in the future. 

Ooredoo’s female race event at Kuwait Motor Town tomorrow

Mijbil Alayoub

WELLINGTON: All Blacks captain Kieran Read will
make his long-awaited return to the field tomorrow  as
the Canterbury Crusaders face the Wellington Hurricanes
in a Super Rugby clash that could go a long way in
deciding the New Zealand conference title.

The 33-year-old Read has not played since the All
Blacks’ end-of-season tour last year and was one of the
senior international players given an extended break in
the off-season with an eye on the Rugby World Cup in
Japan later this year.

“Can’t wait,” Read told reporters in Christchurch. “I
feel like I’m in as good nick as I’ve been in my career. “It
was the aim this year, it’s what the off-season was about.
I’m very thankful to have had the time. Right now, it’s time
to get out there and do it on the field.”

The Crusaders head the Super Rugby standings on 19
points despite suffering their first loss in more than a year
last week in Sydney, when they were beaten 20-12 by the
New South Wales Waratahs.

The loss was particularly tough for Scott Robertson’s

side, coming just eight days after the March 15 shooting
at two mosques in their home town of Christchurch killed
50 people. “We were desperate last week but we were
pretty inaccurate a lot of times at key moments,”
Robertson told reporters on Wednesday. “That’s our
focus, we made sure we were really clear on what we
needed to get better at.”

Read’s fellow All Blacks Richie Mo’unga and Scott
Barrett have also returned to the Crusaders side after
they missed the loss in Sydney as part of the national
team’s player management protocols.

“It means a lot,” Robertson said of Read’s return.
“Obviously his experience, his ability to play well in big
games. His calm head, and ability to help out as a captain
and leader.”

The loss last week allowed the Hurricanes to join the
Crusaders on 19 points although John Plumtree’s side are
second in the New Zealand conference on points differ-
ential. The Hurricanes’ only loss this season was to the
Crusaders in Christchurch on Feb. 23, when they were
totally blown away by the rampant nine-times champions,
who raced out to a 31-0 lead shortly after halftime before
winning 38-22.

“There’s always the anticipation around it from the
players and the public,” Robertson said of the Hurricanes
v Crusaders matches. “They’re always pretty brutal and
results have gone both ways over the years.

“It’s a great date on the calendar and something to
look forward to.” — Reuters

All Blacks captain 
Read back for 
Crusaders’ clash

LONDON: England are in danger of missing out
on a chance to hire Warren Gatland after the
Rugby Football Union admitted Eddie Jones’
successor would not be hired until after the
World Cup.

Jones is under contract with England until
2021 but has hinted he may leave after the
World Cup in Japan later this year. There is a
reported break clause enabling Jones and the
RFU to part ways if England fail to reach the
World Cup semi-finals.

But, according to acting RFU chief executive
Nigel Melville, next year’s tour to Japan is the
organisation’s preferred for the incoming coach,
with Jones taking charge of the 2020 Six
Nations before departing.

While the RFU ponder their options, France
and the British and Irish Lions are chasing
Gatland, who recently clinched a third Grand
Slam as Wales boss as he led them to the Six
Nations title.

Gatland is due to leave Wales after the World
Cup, but Melville insists the New Zealander’s
availability is not on the RFU’s radar. “The
Warren thing - is Warren going to do the
Lions? Is Warren going to France? Is Warren
coming to England? Is Warren doing all sorts?”
Melville said.

“At this point that is not a concern to me. The
concern to me is what we are doing going for-
ward. There’s more than one coach out there
who we are looking at. “I took Warren to Wasps,
so I’m quite well aware of his talent. I do speak
to Warren. I absolutely understand that he’s a
very talented guy and has a fantastic resume.

“We will decide what is happening with
Eddie post-World Cup. We have got a list of
people who we think could take over. It’s a small
list because there aren’t lots of coaches out
there who are capable of coaching England.”

Reports claim the RFU are drawing up two
lists of potential candidates to either replace
Jones at the end of the year or be appointed in
the summer of 2020 and work under him for a
year. But the RFU, soon to be led by incoming
chief executive Bill Sweeney, will not be making
any announcements about a coaching change
before the World Cup, according to Melville.

“We have pushed it back because we don’t
want distractions pre-World Cup,” he said. “It’s
to let Eddie get on with it and to stop people
speculating on who is in and who is out and all
the rest of it. “We don’t need that, I don’t think
anybody needs that and the incoming coaches
don’t need that.” —AFP

Kieran Read

Jones succession 
plan on hold until 
after World Cup

NEW YORK: Tony Romo could become the first football
analyst to earn $10 million per year. Sources told the
Sporting News that Romo’s team is seeking a contract of
“eight figures” to stay as the No. 1 football analyst as CBS.
He is under contract to the network through the 2019 sea-
son at $4 million annually.

Romo, the former Dallas Cowboys quarterback, retired
after the 2016 season and joined Jim Nantz in the booth at
CBS in 2017, replacing Phil Simms.

In the 2018 postseason, the 38-year-old Romo became
a star for his ability to assess the game situation and pre-
dict the plays coaches would call right before they did.

The day after the AFC championship game in January,
when Romo seemed to be reading the minds of coaches
Bill Belichick and Andy Reid, the New York Post reported
that CBS likely would give Romo a “substantial” raise

The Post said John Madden, who bounced around the
networks, earned $8 million. Troy Aikman is under contract
to Fox for $7.5 million, and Jon Gruden made $6.5 million
at ESPN for his appearance on “Monday Night Football”
and other platforms before leaving to coach the Raiders,
the Sporting News said. — Reuters

Romo seeking $10m 
a year from CBS


