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Bautista Agut stuns Djokovic
Australia’s Ashleigh Barty topples Kvitova in Miami

MIAMI GARDENS: Ashleigh Barty of Australia plays a backhand in her match against Petra Kvitova of Czech Republic during the Miami Open tennis in Miami Gardens, Florida. —AFP

MIAMI: Novak Djokovic’s pursuit of a record seventh
Miami Open ATP title ended in dramatic fashion on
Tuesday as Roberto Bautista Agut superbly recovered
from a first set destruction to win 1-6, 7-5, 6-3 and book a
place in the quarter-finals.

And the top seeds kept falling as women’s world num-
ber two Petra Kvitova slumped to a surprise 7-6 (8/6), 3-
6, 6-2 defeat to Australian Ashleigh Barty.

Bautista Agut, 30, may have beaten Djokovic on the
way to winning the title in Doha earlier this year but 15-
time Grand Slam champion Djokovic started like a train in
this last 16 encounter before being amazingly reined back
in. After just 25 minutes, Djokovic was 5-0 ahead and on
cruise control, Bautista Agut severely struggling to keep
the Serbian at bay. A short rain delay late in the second set
allowed Bautista Agut to regroup, however.

He returned a completely different player and at the
end of an absorbing two hours and 29 minutes, it was the
number 22 seed who will now meet defending champion
John Isner for a place in the semi-finals.

“I played more aggressive,” said Bautista Agut who
began to noticeably step inside and force Djokovic onto
the back foot. “I tried to miss less balls, to really concen-
trate on the beginning of the point with my serve, with my
return.” With Roger Federer’s match with Daniil Medvedev
postponed until Wednesday after a spell of heavy rain
forced tournament officials into a reshuffle, all the focus
remained on Djokovic’s shock exit.

The reigning Wimbledon, US Open and Australian
Open champion left court and headed straight to a press
conference to try and explain this most remarkable of
turnarounds at Hard Rock Stadium.

“He is a solid player but I shouldn’t have lost this match,
I had way too many wasted opportunities,” said the world
number one, who also failed to make the latter stages of
Indian Wells this month.

“I thought I played well today and during this tourna-
ment but two or three sluggish games and that’s what hap-
pens.” Djokovic, who also hinted his vociferous involve-
ment in ATP tennis politics which saw President Chris

Kermode ousted this month may have affected his focus,
was initially consistent with his serve during the opening
set. He mixed up is shots superbly, blending power and
subtlety to keep his opponent guessing. However, a drop in
Djokovic’s level coupled with a rise in Bautista Agut’s
aggression saw a complete reversal in fortunes after a 30
minute weather delay. The Spaniard grabbed two set
points, the second of which was taken when the Serbian
netted a forehand. Bautista Agut broke again for 3-1 in the
third following an uncharacteristic double fault and
although Djokovic hit back in the very next game, the
Spaniard again took advantage of his opponent’s faltering
serve to move within two games of victory.

AUGER-ALIASSIME ADVANCES 
Serving for the match, he brought up two match points,

another forehand winner sealing one of the best come-
backs of his career and his third win over the world num-
ber one from their last five matches.

Big-serving Isner moved into the last eight with a 7-6

(7/5), 7-6 (7/3) triumph over Great Britain’s world number
22 Kyle Edmund.

Elsewhere there was a brilliant win for 18 year-old Felix
Auger-Aliassime, the Canadian who came through qualify-
ing, who beat Georgia’s Nikoloz Basilashvili 7-6 (7-4), 6-4.
Auger-Aliassime, who is set to become the first player
born in the 2000s to break into the top 50 when the rank-
ings are updated next week, plays Borna Coric after the
Croatian beat Nick Kyrgios 4-6, 6-3, 6-2. The controver-
sial Australian was furious after being heckled by a fan
during the third set and was docked a point after respond-
ing with an expletive. Something similar happened Sunday
night. “I’m not going to take it, “ said Kyrgios, who admit-
ted he became “a little bored” during the second set.”

In the women’s draw, Barty, who beat Kvitova for the
first time having gone into the clash 0-4, will play Anett
Kontaveit for a place in Saturday’s final after the Estonian
brought an end to Hsieh Su-Wei’s impressive run with a 3-
6, 6-2, 7-5 victory to reach the last four in South Florida
for the first time. —AFP

MILWAUKEE: Eric Bledsoe stole the spotlight from the
MVP front-runners, and the Milwaukee Bucks coasted to a
108-94 victory over the visiting Houston Rockets on
Tuesday. Bledsoe paired 23 points with seven assists and
was the catalyst during a third-quarter run that enabled the
Bucks to seize control. He scored 16 consecutive points for
Milwaukee during one stretch, sinking four 3-pointers, as
the Bucks extended a five-point lead into a 79-65 advan-
tage. Rockets guard James Harden and Bucks forward
Giannis Antetokounmpo were relatively quiet. Harden post-
ed 23 points, 10 rebounds and seven assists but shot 1 of 9
from 3-point range. Antetokounmpo tallied 19 points and 14
rebounds with five turnovers. Harden, Eric Gordon and P.J.
Tucker shot a combined 2 of 22 from beyond the 3-point arc
for Houston.

CELTICS 116, CAVALIERS 106
Al Horford broke a fourth-quarter tie with a layup and

capped a 14-4 run with an alley-oop slam, helping visiting
Boston brush aside Cleveland. The win, paired with a later

loss by the Detroit Pistons, allowed the Celtics to clinch a
playoff berth for the fifth year in a row. Horford finished with
19 points and a team-high eight rebounds for Boston, which
snapped a four-game losing streak. With the Celtics giving
Kyrie Irving a night off, Jayson Tatum and Marcus Smart
shared team-high scoring honors with 21 points apiece.
Collin Sexton had a game-high 24 points for the Cavaliers.

CLIPPERS 122, TIMBERWOLVES 111
Danilo Gallinari scored 25 points, and Lou Williams added

20 as visiting Los Angeles officially clinched a playoff spot
and increased its winning streak to six games by topping
Minnesota in Minneapolis. Montrezl Harrell scored 18 points
for the Clippers. The lone downside for Los Angeles was that
by clinching a postseason berth, the Clippers must give their
2019 first-round draft pick to the Boston Celtics to complete
the Jeff Green trade of February 2016. Karl-Anthony Towns
scored 24 points with 13 rebounds as the Timberwolves lost
for the sixth time in their past seven games.

HORNETS 125, SPURS 116 (OT)
Kemba Walker had 38 points, 11 assists and nine

rebounds and was brilliant in overtime, and Charlotte
remained red hot with a victory over visiting San Antonio.
Walker scored 11 of his points in overtime, including the
Hornets’ first seven of the extra session, as Charlotte
outscored the Spurs 19-10. The Hornets, who also got a

career-high 24 points from Dwayne Bacon, claimed their
fourth consecutive win, which is a first this season. DeMar
DeRozan led the Spurs with 30 points and grabbed eight
rebounds. LaMarcus Aldridge had 20 points and 15
rebounds, and Marco Belinelli scored 17 and pulled down 10
boards.

MAGIC 104, HEAT 99
Nikola Vucevic scored 18 of his team-high 24 points in

the second half as Orlando defeated host Miami in a key
contest. Both teams are battling for the eighth and final
playoff berth in the Eastern Conference, and the Magic
vaulted over the Heat by a half-game in the standings.
Vucevic also added a game-high 16 rebounds and five
assists, leading Orlando to its sixth straight win. Miami, 10-5
in its past 15 games, was led by Dion Waiters, who scored a
game-high 26 points. Reserve Dwyane Wade scored 22
points, including 18 in the second half.

NUGGETS 95, PISTONS 92
Jamal Murray scored 33 points, and host Denver built a

27-point halftime lead, then withstood a furious Detroit rally
to claim a victory. Nikola Jokic had 23 points and 15
rebounds for the Nuggets, who were outscored 53-29 in the
second half. The Pistons’ Blake Griffin had 29 points, 15
rebounds and five assists but missed a potential tying 3-
pointer in the closing seconds. Reggie Jackson added 17

points, and Andre Drummond contributed 13 points and 17
rebounds.

RAPTORS 112, BULLS 103
Norman Powell had 20 points off the bench, and Serge

Ibaka added 16 points and eight rebounds to help Toronto
defeat visiting Chicago. The victory salvaged the final game
of a three-game homestand after the Raptors had lost the
first two. Kawhi Leonard and Kyle Lowry each added 14
points for the Raptors while Pascal Siakam had 13. OG
Anunoby had 10 points for Toronto before he groggily left
the court with assistance with 4:10 to play in the game after
a collision. Wayne Selden scored 20 points for the Bulls, and
Shaquille Harrison added 15. Chicago has lost two in a row
after winning the previous two games.

HAWKS 130, PELICANS 120
Rookie Trae Young had 33 points and 12 assists as visit-

ing Atlanta defeated New Orleans. The Hawks earned their
third consecutive victory to tie their longest winning streak
of the season. DeAndre’ Bembry and Dewayne Dedmon
added 18 points each for Atlanta. Julius Randle scored 24 to
lead the Pelicans, who lost for the ninth time in 10 games.
Christian Wood, playing in his second game since being
claimed off waivers, had a career-high 23 points. New
Orleans’ Frank Jackson scored 20 before leaving the game
after sustaining a concussion.—Reuters
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