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By Meshaal Al-Enezi and A Saleh

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Public Anti-Corruption Authority
(Nazaha) said it followed the ruling of the constitutional court
issued yesterday in appeal no. 7 for 2018, which said law
13/2018 with regards to banning conflict of interest is uncon-
stitutional, saying that it totally respects and appreciates the
ruling. The constitutional court had yesterday ruled unconsti-
tutional a law that bans conflict of interest, which the parlia-
ment had passed in March 2018. The court explained that the
law’s executive regulations, which Nazaha had released in
October the same year, fails to provide a clear explanation of
where conflict of interest occurs to warrant the ban, which
renders the law unconstitutional. 

Nazaha said its interest in following this ruling comes out
of its specialization in looking into all affairs of fighting cor-
ruption, especially with regards to reviewing and improving

legislations related to fighting corruption, of which the law
banning conflicts of interest was part of its components.
Meanwhile, Nazaha said the issue of banning conflict of
interest is one of the legislative requirements in the field of
fighting corruption, according to the UN treaty to fight cor-
ruption, which represents the general framework organizing
all efforts of fighting corruption, both procedural and legisla-
tive. Nazaha said it will study the constitutional court ruling
to find the reasons that led to the ruling, and will work
towards a speedy issuance of a new law that organizes the
issue of conflicts of interest.

Health violations
The supplies department at the commerce and industry

ministry said dispensing ration items at Andalus and Riggae
and Naeem co-ops has been stopped. The supplies in
Andalus and Reiggae Co-op were stopped because of health

violations and not complying with general hygiene and safe-
ty. It also stopped supplies from Naeem co-op branch at the
request of the co-op administration in order to renovate the
branch for better service.

Water bottle caps 
Head of technicians at the prostheses center Khalid Al-

Kandari denied rumors that the center planned to receive water
bottle caps in order to recycle and use them in making prosthe-
ses, noting that the health ministry does not spare any effort to
supply all raw materials for the manufacturing of artificial limbs. 

Comprehensive plan
Secretary general of the Supreme Council for Planning

and Development Khaled Mahdi stressed that Kuwait’s 2035
vision is a deep one with comprehensive objectives that will
help achieve turning Kuwait into an international financial

and commercial hub. Speaking at a workshop held at the
Kuwait Economic Society, Mahdi explained that Kuwait’s
vision that was launched by HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah aims at turning the government
from an operator to only a monitor of the economy, as well as
having the private sector play a major role in the process. 

Mutlaa project
The Chinese contractor building the infrastructure of

12,177 units in the first phase of the Mutlaa project recently
asked to extend its contract due to end by October, said
informed sources at the housing authority.  The sources
added that the housing authority is currently studying the
request but no decision has been yet made. However, the
sources excluded the possibility of withdrawing the project
despite the delay and the fact that the contractor had
received a warning notice in January. 

Conflict of interest ‘unconstitutional,’
authority says respects verdict

Constitutional court says law fails to explain where conflict of interest occurs

Stab murder
reported in
Mangaf
By A Saleh and agencies

KUWAIT: A Nepalese man was killed in
Mangaf, said security sources, noting
that detectives received a report about
the man who had been stabbed in the
chest. A case was filed and further inves-
tigations are in progress.

Policeman jailed
The criminal court yesterday sen-

tenced a police officer, a criminal investi-
gator, to four years in jail plus dismissal
from his post over charges of forging
documents related to liquor smuggling at
the airport. 

Restriction of freedom
A Kuwaiti woman wanted by the civil

sentences implementation department
accused four persons working for the
interior ministry of restricting her free-

dom, being harsh and urging her to com-
mit immoral acts, Al-Rai reported yester-
day. The citizen went through legal pro-
cedures with the policemen, but was
released. She then went to Zour police
station where she claimed that she was
stopped at a checkpoint near a park
south of the country, then when they
found out she is wanted, they wanted her
to commit immoral acts and restricted
her freedom. A police source said the
investigator was informed of her claims,
so charges were made against the four
and they were summoned for question-
ing. In a separate case, a Kuwaiti woman
lodged a complaint against a compatriot
who harassed her in the parking lot of a
private hospital. The woman made a
phone call to police, who arrived to the
scene and arrested him.

Cafe fight
Policemen broke up a fight between

three girls in a cafe, and all those
involved were taken to the police station,
where it was found the reason behind the
fight was gossiping, reported Al-Rai.
Policemen responded to a call about the
fight that included insults and threats.
The three were sent to concerned
authorities for further legal action.

US, Kuwait 
committed to
improving
IP protections
KUWAIT: The United States of America’s embassy
in Kuwait released the following statement yester-
day on protecting intellectual property:

“Countries around the world recently marked
World Intellectual Property Day for a very good
reason: protecting intellectual property is essen-
tial for the development of all modern economies.
All those - Americans, Kuwaitis or others - need
to have confidence that their creative products
will be protected in the marketplace if they are to
innovate and contribute to a more diversified
economy.    

“That is why we at the US Embassy have been
working with the Government of Kuwait to
improve intellectual property protections here in
Kuwait.  This year, the US Embassy in Kuwait
highlighted this important subject with a series of
workshops in partnership with LOYAC featuring
our Intellectual Property Attache, Peter
Mehravari, and visiting American oud player and

singer-songwriter Aliya Cycon.  
“We are pleased that we have made some

progress, but more needs to be done so that pro-
tection of intellectual property in Kuwait will
meet international standards.  Kuwait’s Vision
2035 is premised on economic diversification,
innovation and foreign investment.  In order to
motivate innovators and creators to make Kuwait
economically strong and to attract greater
investment, the country needs to strengthen
intellectual property rights and enforce laws
against counterfeit and pirated goods. 

“Strong laws and effective enforcement of
those laws will also protect Kuwaiti consumers
from being sold products, including medicine,
that are not up to standards their producers
claim.  The problem is not just about counterfeit
apparel or luxury items, which may be made from
harmful materials or contain hazardous chemi-
cals.  It is also about counterfeit auto parts,
including airbags, brakes, and windshields, as
well as electrical switches that end up in homes
and offices that can short circuit and cause fires,
healthcare products that we apply directly to our
skin and even pirated software that can create
cyber security vulnerabilities.

“Kuwait does recognize the importance of
intellectual property rights and is taking steps to
bring its system in line with international stan-
dards.  The Customs Department seized 343
shipments of counterfeit and pirated goods this

year, but counterfeit and pirated goods still flood
market places throughout the country.  Kuwait
needs to remove and destroy counterfeits already
in the market. Stiff penalties against those manu-
facturing, relabeling, importing, and selling coun-
terfeit and pirated goods will deter criminals
from bringing illicit goods into Kuwait. 

“Legislative and enforcement efforts will move
Kuwait closer to meeting its international obliga-
tions, and help the Kuwaiti creative, innovative
and entrepreneurial communities protect their
work in the digital and global marketplace.  We
also look forward to the establishment of entities
that can assist artists, musicians, filmmakers, and
software developers in receiving fair compensa-
tion for their work.  Kuwait is home to many cre-
ative people and industries.  For example, much
of the television and film content in the Gulf orig-
inates here in Kuwait.  Protecting creators in
Kuwait will encourage innovation, send a very
valuable signal to domestic and foreign investors
alike, and enhance Kuwait’s prosperity.

“We should all share the mission to increase
confidence in intellectual property rights in
Kuwait, to ensure that these rights are reliable,
predictable and enforceable.  Kuwait’s intellectu-
al property laws and enforcement efforts should
meet international standards, and effective
enforcement of such laws will make Kuwait
attractive to further creative and innovative
industries.”


