
Leave my 
country alone,
Sri Lankan 
president tells IS
COLOMBO: Sri Lankan President
Maithripala Sirisena said a foreign master-
mind may have planned the Easter Sunday
bombings, claimed by Islamic State, telling
the militant group to “leave my country
alone”. Sirisena also warned it may be possi-
ble Islamic State had launched a “new strate-
gy” by targeting smaller countries, Sky New
said yesterday. A government source told
Reuters on Tuesday police and other security
forces across the Buddhist-majority country
had been ordered to remain on high alert
because the militants were expected to try to
strike again, before the holy month of
Ramadan which starts on Monday.

Sirisena said authorities were aware of “a
small group” of Sri Lankans who had trav-
elled abroad to receive training from Islamic
State over the past decade. Investigations
revealed the bombs used in the Easter
attacks were made locally, the president said
in the interview. The suicide bombings on
hotels and churches killed more than 250
people, including 40 foreign nationals. Police
suspect members of two previously little-
known groups - National Thawheedh
Jamaath and Jammiyathul Millathu Ibrahim -

of carrying out the attacks.
On Monday, Islamic State’s media network

published a video message purporting to come
from its leader, Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, which
would be his first appearance since declaring
the jihadists’ now-defunct “caliphate” five
years ago. In the video, a bearded man with
Baghdadi’s appearance says the Sri Lanka
bombings were Islamic State’s response to
losses in its last territorial stronghold of
Baghouz in Syria. In the Sky News interview,
Sirisena said he had a message for Islamic
State: “Leave my country alone.”

Sri Lankan authorities have previously said
that they suspect the attackers had interna-
tional links, although the precise nature of
those connections aren’t known. The US
Federal Bureau of Investigation and Interpol,
as well as other undisclosed foreign agencies,
are helping Sri Lanka with the probe. Local
intelligence officials believe that Zahran
Hashim, a Tamil-speaking preacher from the
east of the Indian Ocean island country, may
have been a key player in plotting the Easter
bombings. Officials believe he was one of nine
suicide bombers. — Reuters
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CHARLOTTE: Police keeps the campus on lockdown after a shooting at the University of North Carolina Charlotte in University City, Charlotte. Six people were shot, two of them died on the University of North Carolina Charlotte campus. — AFP 

CHARLOTTE: Two people were killed and four were
wounded in a shooting Tuesday at the University of
North Carolina’s Charlotte campus. The university’s
office of emergency management tweeted an alert
warning that shots had been reported on campus short-
ly before 6:00 pm, on what was students’ last day of
classes this academic year. “Run, Hide, Fight. Secure
yourself immediately,” it said. 

Local emergency services said two people had been
killed, while another two sustained life-threatening
injuries and two more were being treated for less serious
wounds. The Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department
identified the shooter as 22-year-old Trystan Andrew
Terrell. The University of North Carolina Charlotte
(UNCC) campus police chief Jeff Baker told a press con-
ference that his team “disarmed” and took custody of the

suspect after receiving a call around 4:40 pm that some-
one was “armed with a pistol.” 

He declined to share details about the victims. A
local Fox television affiliate identified the dead as male
teenagers aged 17 and 18. Video footage posted on
social media showed anxious students filing away from
the school with their hands raised. It was not immedi-
ately clear which part of the school the shooter target-
ed. “It was a really scary experience to hear the shots
and have to run... I didn’t think I would have to experi-
ence something like that,” one student told NBC News. 

Charlotte Mayor Vi Lyles said she was “in shock”
after hearing of the rampage. “My thoughts are with the
families of those who lost their lives, those injured, the
entire UNCC community and the courageous first
responders who sprang into action to help others,” she

wrote on Twitter. The university said on Twitter that
final exams have been canceled through Sunday.  

The shooting comes just days after a teenage gun-
man opened fire on a synagogue in Poway, California,
killing one person and injuring three others: the latest in
a string of mass shootings across the US. According to
government figures, 40,000 people were killed by
firearms in the United States in 2017 — two thirds of
them suicides-the highest annual toll in five decades.

The perennial debate over gun control in America
kicks up again at each shooting, a far too frequent
occurrence. Yet no solution has been found over the
decades that satisfies both those seeking stricter gun
controls to reduce such tragedies and those support-
ive of constitutional guarantees to the right to bear
arms. Efforts have always proved divisive, and

Republican lawmakers have been highly successful at
preventing what they describe as an assault on their
right to bear arms under the Second Amendment of
the US Constitution.

The number of firearms in circulation has contin-
ued to grow (now at 393 million in a nation of 326
million people), and mass shootings have become a
disturbingly regular part of American life. The worst
school shootings to date were those at Sandy Hook
Elementary School in Newton, Connecticut in 2012
(20 young children and six adults were killed) and at
Marjorie Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland,
Florida last year (17 dead). But the power of an influ-
ential gun lobby and a long tradition of gun owner-
ship have meant that little has been done to improve
gun safety. — AFP 

Two dead in US campus shooting
‘Run, Hide, Fight. Secure yourself immediately’

Heathrow
expansion 
clears latest
hurdle 
LONDON: The expansion of London’s
Heathrow Airport inched closer yester-
day when a High Court judge rejected
legal challenges from environmental
campaigners opposed to the building of
a third runway. Judge Gary
Hickinbottom said he did not accept the
arguments made by environmentalists
and did not believe the government’s
transport minister acted unlawfully when
he approved the expansion of Europe’s
biggest airport. 

“The court held that none of the cli-
mate change grounds was arguable,” a
summary of the judgment said. The cam-
paigners can apply for permission to
appeal the rulings. Britain has spent
almost half a century trying to decide
whether or where to build a new runway
in the densely populated southeast of
England. If finally opened, it will be the
first full-length runway built in the
London area for 70 years.

Prime Minister Theresa May’s gov-
ernment has argued that an expansion
will show Britain is open for business
and able to develop stronger trading ties

with Asia after it leaves the European
Union - although Brexit has been
delayed by a parliamentary deadlock
over the terms of departure. But the
expansion plan is stil l  opposed by
London Mayor Sadiq Khan, and a
lengthy legal wrangle still lies ahead if
the campaigners decide to launch
another appeal in the next seven days.

The No 2 man in the opposition
Labor party, finance spokesman John
McDonnell, described the court ruling
as “bizarre” after he attended the hear-
ing in London. “This is just the first stage
in defeating 3rd runway and protecting
our environment,” McDonnell said on
Twitter. The airport, which is jointly
owned by Spain’s Ferrovial , the Qatar
Investment Authority, China Investment
Corporation and other investment com-
panies, is in McDonnell’s constituency.
The expansion plan, endorsed by parlia-
ment last year, is forecast to cost around
14 billion pounds ($18 billion).

Under the current plan, the third run-
way is expected to become operational
by 2026. “We are delighted with today’s
ruling which is a further demonstration
that the debate on Heathrow expansion
has been had and won, not only in parlia-
ment, but in the courts also,” a
spokesman for Heathrow said.
Environmental groups say the expansion
will damage the quality of air and
increase noise levels. They had argued
the plan was inconsistent with pledges
made as part of the 2015 Paris Agreement
on climate change. — Reuters

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s President Maithripala Sirisena (right) and Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe attend a commemoration ceremony to mark the 26th anniversary of the assas-
sination of Sri Lanka’s then-president Ranasinghe Premadasa in Colombo yesterday. — AFP 


