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All Blacks lock in Whitelock after
bending rules on overseas play

Folau row splitting Wallaby dressing room: Reports
WELLINGTON: New Zealand Rugby signed for-
ward Sam Whitelock to a long-term deal yesterday,
but only after the world champions relaxed their
selection rules to let him remain an All Black while
playing a season in Japan.

The All Blacks usually refuse to pick overseas-
based players but such is Whitelock’s importance to
the team that the rule has been tweaked for the first
time to keep the 108-Test lock in the fold.

“We have to be flexible when it comes to renegoti-
ating with our leading players and that’s what we have
done with Sam,” NZR chief executive Steve Tew said.
Whitelock, 30, is seen as a future captain, replacing
Kieran Read, who is among an number of senior play-
ers leaving after this year’s World Cup in Japan.

The two-time World Cup winner will be tasked with
maintaining the All Blacks’ standards after this year’s
tournament, much like Read did after the 2015 edition,
when eight top players retired.

“His recommitment alongside a number of other key
players gives us a strong foundation for the next four
years,” Tew said. Whitelock will skip the 2020 Super
Rugby season to play with Panasonic Wild Knights in
Japan’s Top League.

Such overseas sabbaticals have been granted before
but only on the understanding that they will not be eli-
gible for All Black selection. However, Tew said
Whitelock would still play with the team in 2020 “on
the basis of his long-standing and outstanding service
to New Zealand rugby and the fact he has signed a
four-year deal”.

Whitelock said he was looking forward to playing in
Japan, where he will be reunited with his former
Canterbury Crusaders coach Robbie Deans.
“Ultimately, this decision allows me to take some time

with my family to experience a new rugby environment
in Japan, before coming back refreshed and ready for
the remainder of 2020 and beyond,” he said.

Meanwhile, controversy over rugby superstar
Israel Folau’s homophobic comments is reportedly
threatening to divide Wallabies players ahead of the
World Cup, with some unwilling to play with the
controversial fullback and others feeling their reli-
gion is under attack.

Rugby Australia wants to sack the devoutly
Christian Folau over a social media post that said “hell
awaits” gay people and the matter will be heard at a
code of conduct hearing on Saturday. But the
Australian newspaper reported that if Folau wins the
case-saving his multi-year, multi-million-dollar con-
tract-a number of Wallabies could “make themselves
unavailable” to play with him.

It did not say how many were considering a boycott
but pointed to a string of comments critical of Folau by
senior players and management. Just last week,
Wallabies director of rugby Scott Johnson backed
Rugby Australia’s move to axe Folau, saying “we want a
game that includes everyone”.

Rugby Australia feels it has no choice but to act
after Folau escaped sanction last year after sparking
outrage with another anti-gay social media post.
Further complicating the situation is anger among
some players from Pacific Islander backgrounds that
the Folau case has led to their religious beliefs being
targeted.

Centre Samu Kerevi faced online criticism after
posting a Christian message over Easter, with prop
Taniela Tupou rushing to his defence. “Might as well
sack me and all the other Pacific Islands rugby players
around the world because we have the same Christian

beliefs,” he said in a Facebook post that has since been
deleted. “I will never apologise for my faith and what I
believe in, religion (has) got nothing to do with rugby
anyway.” A split among his players is the last thing
Wallabies coach Michael Cheika wants as he looks to

build momentum for this year’s Rugby World Cup in
Japan. Cheika has vowed not to select Folau for the
tournament because of his “disrespectful” comments.
Australia, finalists in 2015, are currently ranked sixth in
the world.  —Agencies

WELLINGTON: All Blacks lock Sam Whitelock who has played 108 tests and has now been contracted
through to 2020.

DHAKA: Bangladesh has altered its World Cup crick-
et strip to add a touch of red following uproar over
the initial design, which some had likened to rival
Pakistan’s kit, the cricket board said yesterday. The
national flag of Bangladesh is red and green, but the
Tigers’ jersey unveiled Monday for the tournament
starting later this month in England and Wales was
green and white. Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB)
spokesman Jalal Yunus said cricket’s world governing
body had originally asked it to drop the red colour
due to “commercial complications”, but relented fol-
lowing a subsequent request from the BCB.

“It made the jersey green and white. But people
wanted a touch of red in the jersey. So we requested
the ICC (International Cricket Council) again and
they accepted our request,” he told AFP. The original
design had featured the names of players and the
word Bangladesh in red, Yunus noted.

Social media was awash with complaints after the
strip was unveiled, with former BCB president Saber
Hossain Chowdhury among those to criticise the
original design. “Red and green, our national flag
colours, have always been reflected in jerseys of
@BCBtigers over the years. So very sad this is no
longer so,” Chowdhury tweeted.

Many cricket fans saw a similarity with the jersey
of Pakistan, from which Bangladesh became inde-
pendent after a bloody war in 1971. But BCB presi-
dent Nazmul Hassan, also known as Papon, blasted
the suggestion that the resemblance of Pakistan jer-
sey prompted the swift change in design. “Bangladesh
is written on the jersey, how can you confuse it with
Pakistan?” Nazmul asked reporters in a press confer-
ence on Tuesday. “After seeing the Tigers’ picture and
BCB logo if someone thinks that it’s not Bangladesh’s
jersey but Pakistan’s then I think that person should
stay in Pakistan,” he said.

Bangladesh cricket team left home yesterday and
will open their World Cup campaign against South
Africa at the Oval on June 2. First they will play a tri-
national tournament in Ireland from May 5-17 along
with fellow World Cup participants Ireland and the
West Indies.  The World Cup begins on May 30. —AFP
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weight titles against Mexican-American Andy Ruiz Jr
at Madison Square Garden on June 1, the British box-
er’s promoter announced yesterday. Ruiz Jr, who will
be bidding to become Mexico’s first heavyweight
world champion, replaces Joshua’s scheduled oppo-
nent Jarrell Miller, who was barred from fighting after
failing drugs tests.

“The chills-I’m really excited for this fight,” said
Californian-born Ruiz, 29, in a statement released by

Matchroom Boxing. He cited Mexican great Julio Cesar
Chavez, a world champion in several lighter classes, and
former heavyweight world champions Mike Tyson,
Evander Holyfield and Lennox Lewis.

“This is my chance to make history, I want to be one
of those greats like Chavez, Tyson,  Holyfield, Lennox
Lewis. I want to be in that category.” “I’m going to
bring the titles back to Mexico. I’m going to be able to
change my whole family’s lives, my life and all my kids.”

Ruiz has won 32 of his 33 professional bouts, with his
only defeat coming in a world title challenge against
New Zealand’s Joseph Parker. Joshua, 29, who has won
all of his 22 fights, will be fighting in the United States for
the first time and defending his WBA, IBF, WBO belts.

“Ruiz is a different kind of challenge but one I
embrace,” said Joshua. “We have worked in the boxing
gym week on week and whomever is put in front of me
at Madison Square Garden on June 1 will be dispatched
in style. The rent will be collected.” — AFP
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NEW DELHI: For a franchise used to spending the
business end of the Indian Premier League (IPL) won-
dering what went wrong, the Delhi Capitals have sur-
prised themselves by making the playoff with two
matches to spare in a remarkable turnaround.

If their long-suffering fans found it difficult to be
upbeat about the team at the start of this season, they
could hardly be faulted. The underperforming side
underwent a major rebranding late last year-becoming
the Delhi Capitals with a new jersey, a new logo and a
new anthem-after JSW Sport, part of a $13 billion busi-
ness conglomerate, acquired a 50 percent stake.

They appointed Australian Ricky Ponting as the head
coach, but still ended the season bottom of the stand-
ings, their fourth such finish in 11 seasons. To their fans,
who had not seen the side make the playoffs since 2012,
all of the changes looked cosmetic as they prepared for
another season of underperformance.

Ponting, however, knew they just needed to be
patient. “Success doesn’t happen overnight,” Ponting
said in a team video. “Even last year, we felt we were
very close to playing great cricket ... but all the big
moments popped up.”

“This year we’re winning those moments.” That’s
largely because of the balance in the side.  Delhi
retained wicketkeeper-batsman Rishabh Pant, skipper
Sheras Iyer, who was elevated into the role during the
middle of last season, and South African speedster
Kagiso Rabada while adding opener Shikhar Dhawan-
smart investments that paid off.

The team effort this year contrasts with the sporadic
individual brilliance of last season. “These did not add
up to anything,” Ponting said. “We had outstanding
individual performances but not much in the middle.

“This year (opener) Prithvi (Shaw) played well when

we needed him to, Shikhar played well on a number of
occasions, Rishabh won two games of his own and
Rabada is the leading wicket-taker by a long way.”

Delhi have IPL’s youngest skipper in Iyer, who was
just 23 when he was appointed, but his relatively youth-
ful side have been guided by Ponting and former India
captain Sourav Ganguly, who came on board as an
advisor earlier this year.

Ganguly’s presence has been particularly helpful to
fellow left-handers like Pant and Dhawan and the
improved performances have brought the fans back to

Feroz Shah Kotla Stadium. “It helps when you win,”
Ganguly said. “It helps when you play well, that’s what
brings people back. If you can do that, this would be a
big brand.” Sajjan Jindal, Chairman and Managing
Director of the JSW Group, which also owns teams in
India’s franchise-based soccer and kabaddi leagues,
agreed. “The world wants to be with the winners,
nobody likes the loser, right?” he said. “After seven
years, coming into playoff, it’s a big deal for Delhi
Capitals. I’m sure they will go a long way. And I won’t
be surprised if they win this championship.” —Reuters

CHENNAI: Delhi Capitals cricket captain Shreyas Iyer (R) and teammate Jegadeesha Suchith celebrate the
dismissal of Chennai Super Kings Shane Watson during the 2019 Indian Premier League (IPL) Twenty20
cricket match between Chennai Super Kings and Delhi Capitals in Chennai yesterday. — AFP
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LONDON: Chris Froome helped officially launch Team
Ineos yesterday ahead of the Tour de Yorkshire as the for-
mer Team Sky plot to build on a decade of success.
Chemicals giant Ineos, founded by Britain’s richest man
Jim Ratcliffe, confirmed its takeover of the British outfit in
March after Sky announced it would end a ten-year com-
mitment. Deep-pocketed Team Sky won six Tour de France

titles in the past seven years and racked up eight Grand
Tour victories in total but were mired in controversy for
using special exemptions to administer drugs that can
enhance performance.

“This is a momentous day for the team, our fans and
cycling in general,” said team principal Dave Brailsford.
“We are hugely excited about the future with Ineos at the
helm.” Environmental protesters are expected to line the
route of the four-day Tour de Yorkshire, beginning on
Thursday, to voice their anger at Ineos’s record on frack-
ing and plastics. Wednesday’s press conference was held
far from the public gaze in a pub in North Yorkshire.
Brailsford defended the new owners of his cycling team,
speaking alongside Ratcliffe and four-time Tour de France
winner Froome, who unveiled the new team kit.

“I’m not an expert in chemicals, I’m an expert in trying

to make Chris ride his bike faster,” he said. “But when I did
come to educate myself I realised there’s a very simplistic
view and when you dive down into it and take the effort
you can find out there’s a very different view. I’m very
comfortable with the situation we’re in.” Brailsford said
that where Sky had promoted recycling campaigns, “if
anybody can do anything about it, it’s these guys”.
Ratcliffe defended his company’s operations, saying Ineos
had pioneered new methods of recycling plastic.

On fracking, he said the majority of environmental
groups he has met with are “ignorant” of the facts, and
said it was a cheap source of energy. Team Dimension
Data rider Mark Cavendish will join Froome on the start
line for the race in the north of England, hoping to battle
the likes of Katusha-Alpecin’s Marcel Kittel in the antici-
pated sprint finishes.—AFP
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Smith says elbow 
‘all good’ ahead 
of Australia return
SYDNEY: Australia’s Steve Smith has brushed aside
concerns for his surgically repaired elbow after landing
awkwardly from a stunning diving catch in the Indian
Premier League. Smith, who is due to play in the World
Cup starting later this month, helped his Rajasthan
Royals to victory Sunday when he took a outstretched
catch to his right off a mistimed hit from international
compatriot David Warner.

The former Australian captain landed heavily on the
right elbow that underwent a major operation in
January. “All good, I just landed on it quite heavily, more
heavily than I had landed on it previously,” Smith said
Tuesday ahead of his next IPL clash with the Royal
Challengers in Bangalore.

“From the surgery I have still got some scar tissue
and stuff in there and just the impact of the landing
affected it a little bit, but there is nothing wrong with it,
all good,” Cricket Australia’s official website reported
him saying.—AFP


