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Warriors hold off Rockets for lead
LOS ANGELES: Kevin Durant scored 29 points and
Klay Thompson added 21 on Tuesday as the Golden
State Warriors downed the Houston Rockets 115-109 in
a bruising NBA playoff clash. The reigning champion
Warriors never trailed, but they had to battle to the end
to take a 2-0 lead in the best-of-seven Western
Conference second-round series, which shifts to
Houston for game three on Saturday.

Both teams had injury scares in the first quarter,
when Houston’s 2018 NBA Most Valuable Player James
Harden departed with a left eye injury after he was inad-
vertently swiped in the face by Draymond Green as they
battled for the ball.

Warriors guard Stephen Curry left briefly with a dis-
located middle finger on his left hand, returning with it
taped up before the quarter ended. Harden returned in
the second quarter, but appeared to feel discomfort
from the injury during the game, sometimes squinting in
the bright lights.

“He got raked pretty good in the eyes,” Houston

coach Mike D’Antoni said of Harden, who finished with
29 points-including 13 in the fourth quarter. “I’m sure he
would have loved to have played better, but under the
circumstances I thought he played great.”

D’Antoni said he knew Harden would return to the
contest unless the injury was “catastrophic” but even
with their superstar on the court the Rockets couldn’t
find a way past the Warriors.

“Tonight we just stayed the course,” Thompson said.
Houston trimmed a 15-point deficit to three points in the
fourth quarter, but their 18 turnovers, leading to 24
Warriors points, were ultimately too costly.

Curry helped the Warriors’ cause with 20 points and
Green contributed a double-double of 15 points and 12
rebounds along with seven assists. “We had our chances
toward the end,” D’Antoni said. “They made big plays.”

ANTETOKOUNMPO FUELS BUCKS 
Giannis Antetokounmpo and the Milwaukee Bucks

bounced back with a vengeance Tuesday, routing the

Boston Celtics 123-102 to knot their NBA playoff series
at one game apiece. The top-seeded Bucks, who fell
112-90 at home to the Celtics in the Eastern Conference
series opener, weren’t about to allow a repeat.
Antetokounmpo scored 29 points and pulled down 10
rebounds and Khris Middleton connected on seven of
10 from three-point range on the way to 28 points as
the Bucks regained home court advantage in the best-
of-seven series.

“We got an ass-whupping in game one, so we had to
get game two,” Antetokounmpo said. “It’s tough when a
team comes into your home and gets the two first games
so we had that in the back of our minds. We came out,
we played hard, we moved the ball, we trusted one
another and that’s why we got a win.”

The Bucks drained a club playoff record 20 three-
pointers and clamped down defensively, seizing control
with 35 points in the third quarter in a game in which
they led by as many as 30 points.

Middleton made five of his three-pointers before

halftime as Milwaukee took a 59-55 lead into the break.
He added another couple of three-pointers early in the
third before Antetokounmpo took charge.

Milwaukee’s Most Valuable Player candidate drove
the lane to earn a pair of free-throws, made a three-
pointer and then assisted on Ersan Ilyasova’s jump shot.
A tip-in basket and another free-throw from
Antetokounmpo added to Milwaukee’s 12-0 scoring run,
broken up by a three-pointer from Boston’s Aron
Baynes.

Antetokounmpo scored 15 points in the period and
the Bucks closed the quarter on a 24-2 scoring run that
essentially sealed Boston’s fate. Marcus Morris led the
Celtics with 17 points as star guard Kyrie Irving was
held to nine points-connecting on just four of 18 shots
from the field.

Antetokounmpo said the Bucks will need to come up
with more of the same when the series shifts to Boston
for game three  on Friday. “We’ve just got to pick it up
from where we left off this game,” he said. — AFP

OAKLAND:  Draymond Green #23 of the Golden State Warriors shoots the ball against the Houston Rockets during Game Two of the Western Conference Semi-Finals of the 2019 NBA Playoffs at ORACLE Arena in Oakland, California. — AFP
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Semenya loses
appeal over 
testosterone rules
CAPE TOWN: Olympic 800-metres champion Caster
Semenya yesterday lost her appeal against rules that
mean middle distance female athletes with high natural
levels of testosterone must take medication to reduce it.

The Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) ruled the
regulations were necessary for athletes with differ-
ences in sexual development (DSDs) to ensure fair
competition. But it also voiced concern about how the
new rules, which cover events ranging from 400-metres
to a mile, would be implemented by the International
Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF), the sport’s
governing body.

Testosterone increases muscle mass, strength and
haemoglobin, which affects endurance. Some competi-
tors have said women with higher levels of the hormone
have an unfair advantage. “I know that the IAAF’s regu-

lations have always targeted me specifically,” Semenya,
28, said in a statement released via her lawyers. “For a
decade the IAAF has tried to slow me down, but this
has actually made me stronger. The decision of the CAS
will not hold me back.

“I will once again rise above and continue to inspire
young women and athletes in South Africa and around
the world.” Semenya, from South Africa, and her
lawyers are considering appealing the ruling.

Semenya has said she does not wish to take medica-
tion to change who she is and how she was born, and
wants to compete naturally. The case is likely to have
far-reaching consequences, not just for the future of
athletics, but all women’s sport, and has split opinion
around the globe.

The ruling means Semenya and other athletes with
DSD hoping to compete at the World Championships in
Doha in September would have to start taking medica-
tion to lower their testosterone levels within one week.

Professor Steve Cornelius, an advisor to the
Athletics South Africa legal team, told television news
channel eNCA the case could be elevated to the
European Court of Justice.

The IAAF welcomed the verdict, saying it was
“pleased that the regulations were found to be a neces-

sary, reasonable and proportionate means of achieving
the IAAF’s legitimate aim of preserving the integrity of
female athletics in the restricted events.

“No athlete will be forced to undergo any assess-
ment and/or treatment under these regulations. It is
each athlete’s responsibility, in close consultation with
her medical team, to decide whether or not to proceed
with any assessment and/or treatment,” it said.

However, in the 165-page ruling, the CAS Panel
expressed concerns as to the future application of the
regulations. “The Panel found that the DSD regulations
are discriminatory, but the majority of the Panel found
that, on the basis of the evidence submitted by the par-
ties, such discrimination is a necessary, reasonable and
proportionate means of achieving the IAAF’s aim of
preserving the integrity of female athletics in the
restricted events,” the statement said.

Under the rules, female athletes who have high natu-
ral levels of testosterone will have to reduce their levels
through medication to under 5 nmol/L, which is double
the normal female range of below 2 nmol/L.

The court suggested the regulations be limited to
events between 400- and 800-metres due to a lack of
evidence that testosterone has a significant effect
beyond these distances. This has been rejected by the
IAAF for now, which says it could expand or reduce
events under the regulations in the future if there is a
compelling scientific case.

“We have enough evidence from the field across all
the disciplines covered by our regulations so they will
remain included in the regulations,” a spokesperson
told Reuters. The IAAF has received support from
some current and former athletes. — Reuters
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