
L o c a l Tuesday, May 7, 2019

3

Assembly study predicts unemployment
rate to exceed 25% in 2022: Lawmaker

Ministry of Electricity and Water laid off 82 employees, including 67 citizens
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: MP Ahmad Al-Fadhl stressed that
a study prepared by the Assembly predicts
unemployment rates to exceed an unprece-
dented rate of 25 percent in 2022. “We man-
aged to eliminate unemployment between
the 1990s and 2008, but now things have
changed,” he said, adding that 250 Kuwaiti
engineers had so far failed to find any job in
either the public or the private sector.
Further, Fadhl accused the government of
failing to implement its 10-year plan set 10
years ago to reduce the number of expats
working for the government. “Instead of
these numbers falling from 70,000 then to
one or two thousand, the number jumped to
95,000 in 2017,” he said.  

Meanwhile, statistics issued by the
Ministry of Electricity and Water (MEW)
showed that the ministry laid off 82 employ-
ees - 67 citizens and 15 expats - including 20
holding university degrees, 10 holding diplo-
mas, 26 holding school leaving certificates, 17

with intermediate school certificates and nine
with primary education or lower. 

780 teachers 
Well-informed educational sources said

only 87 of the teachers locally applying to
work in Ministry of Education (MoE) schools
met the conditions set by the Civil Service
Commission (CSC), though MoE actually
needs 780 teachers to fill vacancies in nine
subjects for the next academic year (2019-
2020). The sources explained that many of
the applicants failed to meet the conditions
set by CSC, adding the majority of applicants
had worked for private schools for over 10
years and now work as translators. “This
made MoE contact CSC to exempt these
applicants from the job title condition,” the
sources said. 

2020 census 
Well-informed sources at Kuwait’s Central

Statistical Bureau said the bureau has not yet
started preparing to conduct the 2020 census

nor signed the maintenance contracts for the
bureau’s infrastructure. The sources added
that the census will need huge data inputs and
a strong infrastructure using modern automa-
tion. “This delay might cause Kuwait to fall
behind other GCC states doing the 2020 cen-
sus at the same time,” the sources underlined,
noting that e-system maintenance contracts
had not been renewed for months and that
this made the bureau stop issuing its annual
and quarterly statistical reports. 

Resolutions rejected
While endorsing the Municipal Council’s

meeting number 5/2019 held on April 1, 2019,
Minister of State for Municipal Affairs Fahd
Al-Sholah rejected three resolutions the
council made on approving a proposal by
member Hassan Kamal requesting immediate
paving of inner streets in some areas, adding
a clause in contracts signed with cleaning
companies conditioning that cleaners should
be well trained and English-literate and on
having a municipality office at the headquar-

ters of the justice ministry. 

Delayed tenders
The Ministry of Public Works (MPW)

contacted the Central Agency for Public
Tenders (CAPT) concerning article 85 of the
tenders law on depriving some contractors
from any further tenders and the projects
delayed as a result. In this regard, informed
sources said MPW has made a ban list of
these companies and contractors and the per-
centages they had achieved in the projects
assigned to them. “Twenty-eight tenders with
a total value of KD 206 million are delayed,”
the sources said. 

Al-Shaheed Park’s third phase
The State Audit Bureau rejected two

requests by the Amiri Diwan with regards to
the tender of design development, construc-
tion and maintaining Al-Shaheed Park’s third
phase project of an estimated cost of KD 85.5
million. The bureau also rejected another
request by the Diwan to complete and oper-

ate the area surrounding Kuwait Motor Town
in the south of the country for KD 50 million,
Al-Qabas reported recently. The bureau said
that the prices mentioned in the two projects
were ‘very high’, and noted some irregularities
in the presented bids.

MP Ahmad Al-Fadhl

Kuwait Deputy FM meets
Palestinian ambassador

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign
Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah met yester-
day with Palestinian Ambassador to
Kuwait Rami Tahboub. During the meet-
ing, they discussed bilateral ties between

both countries as well as regional and
international developments. Assistant
Foreign Minister for the Deputy Foreign
Minister’s office Ambassador Ayham Al-
Omar attended the meeting. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah meets with
Palestinian Ambassador to Kuwait Rami Tahboub. — KUNA

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Municipal Council member
Humoud Oqlah Al-Enezi said that the Jahra
municipality committee had discussed the
Jahra waste collection point, and environmen-

tal concerns arising from the fact that this
point is very close to residential areas. Enezi
added that the environment law had given a
five-year grace period to shut down all land-
fill sites and use alternative environment-
friendly methods. 

In other news, Farwaniya municipality
teams recently inspected around 90 stores in
various areas within the governorate, said the
Farwaniya municipality follow up manager
Nasser Marzouq Al-Rasheedi, noting that
inspectors filed 35 citations during the tour.

KUWAIT: Municipality inspectors are seen during a recent inspection tour around Farwaniya governorate.

Efforts to shut down polluting landfills in Jahra

KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti teacher working in an
education ministry school reportedly present-
ed a forged PhD equivalency degree with the
name and logo of a prestigious Arab universi-
ty recognized in Kuwait to receive education-
al qualifications. Sources said the forgery
suspicions are revolving around equivalencies
in the government, and suspicions are grow-
ing that a gang engaged in this criminal activ-
ity that was busted last year for forging post-
graduate degrees from an Arab country and
entering them in the higher education min-
istry computer was not completely uprooted.

The recent case was described as a disaster
for two reasons - the first is that it has the
seal and signature of the former director of
the degree equivalency department who left
his job around three years ago, which means
that there may be similar degrees issued dur-
ing that time. The second reason is in its
issuance date is Dec 16, 2018, which means
there are forgers who are still active despite
strict procedures and deterrent punishments.

Bullet wound
An Indian man was rushed to Adan Hospital

for treatment for a bullet wound after he was
shot during a fishing trip to Kubbar Island. A
source said the man was with two persons on
a fishing trip when they were surprised by an
Iranian boat ordering them to stop, but they
did not. The suspects then fired at them, with
the bullets penetrating the cabin wall and hit-
ting the victim. The suspects stole some
belongings before escaping, the source said.

Verbal assault
A traffic first lieutenant noticed a car in

violation of the law, so he pulled it over to
issue a citation. However, a dispute took place
between the two after the driver, who turned
out to be a policeman, reportedly verbally
insulted the traffic policeman. The first lieu-
tenant lodged a complaint at the police sta-
tion - the violating cop was apprehended and
his vehicle impounded. 

‘Hashish cutter’ confiscated
Airport customs officers confiscated a

‘hashish cutter’ from a citizen but later
released him because they could not press
any charges against him. The officers who
were inspecting the passenger’s luggage after
he arrived from Europe noticed a gadget
used for grinding hashish to make it easier to
roll. The citizen said the item was a ‘piece of
art’ and there is no law that allows its confis-
cation. —Translated  from Al-Qabas and Al-Rai

Teacher
busted with
forged PhD

KUWAIT: Head of the UNHCR in Kuwait Samer Hadadian honors Secretary
General of the Arab Media Forum Madhi Al-Khamis. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Chairman of Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) Hilal Al-Sayer
meets with President of the Red Cross Society of China Chen Zhu. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Director General of Kuwait General Customs Administration Jamal Al-
Jalawi meets with his Uzbek counterpart Murotjon Azimov. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Office of the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees in Kuwait hon-
ored Sunday Secretary General of the Arab
Media Forum Madhi Al-Khamis in recogni-
tion of his efforts to support refugees
worldwide. Speaking at the honoring cere-
mony, head of the UNHCR in Kuwait
Samer Hadadian lauded the role of the
Arab Media Forum in highlighting the
cause of refugees and garnering global

support for them. He also underlined the
importance of the partnership between the
UNHCR and the Arab Media Forum to
serve a variety of humanitarian causes
across the world. Meanwhile, Khamis
expressed gratitude to the UNHCR for this
decoration. He stressed the Arab Media
Forum’s eagerness to serve and shed light
on humanitarian issues in the Arab region
and beyond. — KUNA

UNHCR in Kuwait honors
Arab Media Forum chief

KUWAIT: Uzbekistan’s visiting State
Customs Committee chief Murotjon
Azimov on Sunday praised commercial
and customs facilitations Kuwait pro-
vides to his country expressing keenness
for further bilateral trade. Talks held with
his Kuwaiti counterpart, Jamal Al-Jalawi,

focused on initiating a joint customs
coordinative meeting, read a Kuwait
General Customs Administration state-
ment. The encounter comes ahead of the
first Kuwaiti-Uzbek government com-
mittee set of talks, scheduled to take
place in Tashkent.— KUNA

Uzbek customs chief hails
Kuwait’s support

KUWAIT: President of the Red Cross Society of China Chen
Zhu hailed Kuwait’s humanitarian role around the world yes-
terday. The remarks were made to KUNA after Zhu’s meet-
ing with Chairman of Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS)
Hilal Al-Sayer. Zhu, who is also vice president of the
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies (IFRC), said he had closely monitored Kuwait’s
humanitarian efforts to ease the suffering of those affected
by natural disasters and conflicts. He added that they dis-
cussed developing rescue efforts, empowering women and
boosting ties between Kuwait and China. Meanwhile, Sayer
noted the importance of building joint partnerships with the
international community and the IFRC to face the growing
humanitarian challenges. — KUNA

China Red Cross
Society hails Kuwait’s
humanitarian efforts


