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osh Brolin almost had a much bigger role in
‘Guardians of the Galaxy’. The actor - who
played villain Thanos - made his first appear-
ance in the post-credits sequence for ‘The

Avengers’, before reappearing in ‘Guardians of the
Galaxy’, and it has been revealed plans were in place for
him to have a much more significant part to play in the
latter. Charlie Wren - former visual development head for
Marvel Studios - told Looper: “Thanos’ role would have
been significantly larger. “We would have seen some of
the relationship [and] tensions play out between him and
his kids [...] Ronan’s role would have decreased, with

Thanos taking on more.” Instead, bosses went with a
slow build to ‘Infinity War’ when Thanos would wipe out
half of the world - but he was almost cut completely from
‘Guardians’. Wren added: “It was decided to cut Thanos
out of ‘Guardians’ completely in order to have a slower
reveal of him. “It wasn’t until right before the shoot that I
was told that Thanos would have a role in the film, so
designing him and his throne was pretty rushed. [...] “I
only had a couple days left to design him on his throne. I
made some improvements from the first design, in which
we saw the side of his face.” Wren also opened up about
his work designing Thanos as a character, and revealed it

was also “important” to match his iconic look from the
comics. he explained: “Because he was going to play
such a defining role in the MCU later, it was important to
capture the look that fans know of him: an enormous
bulky purple frame, bluish fabric, complemented by a
golden armor in the shape of a slight crescent moon
accentuating his shoulders, leading up to large slits along
his chin, and finally capped by a helmet that reflects the
shape language of his body armor.”
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atalie Portman admitted the ‘Star Wars’ pre-
quel backlash was “a bummer”. The 37-year-
old actress became a household name after
her starring role as Padme Amidala in ‘Star

Wars: Episode I - The Phantom Menace’, which has been
heavily criticized by fans along with its sequels ‘Attack of
the Clones’ and ‘The Revenge of the Sith’, and for
Portman it was tough to take. Speaking to Empire, the
actress - who was a teen when the first of the prequel
trilogy movies came out in 1999 - said: “It was hard. It
was a bummer because it felt like people were so excited
about new ones and then to have people feel disappoint-
ed. “Also to be at an age that I didn’t really understand
that’s kind of the nature of the beast. When something
has that much anticipation it can almost only disappoint.”
However, Portman noted that some fans have “re-evaluat-
ed’ their initial reaction to the films, which were scorned
for a perceived overuse of CGI and dislike for comedic
alien Jar Jar Binks. She added: “With the perspective of
time, it’s been re-evaluated by a lot of people who actu-
ally really love them now. “There’s a very avid group of
people who think they’re the best ones now! I don’t have
enough perspective to weigh in.” Meanwhile, the ‘Star
Wars’ fanbase was mourning over the weekend as it was
revealed actor Peter Mayhew - who was best known for
playing Chewbacca in the franchise - tragically passed
away on April 30 at the age of 74. ‘Star Wars’ creator
George Lucas said: “Peter was a wonderful man. He was
the closest any human being could be to a Wookiee: big
heart, gentle nature ... and I learned to always let him win.
He was a good friend and I’m saddened by his passing.”
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Carmichael says
Downton film felt

‘like holiday’ 
aura Carmichael has admitted shooting the
‘Downton Abbey’ movie felt like a “holiday”.
The 32-year-old actress reprised her role as
Lady Edith Crawley in the big-screen spin-

off and admitted it wasn’t as intense a project to work
on as it was to film the drama series. She said:” It was so
much fun, we had such a dreamy time. “It’s much quicker
doing a film than eight episodes of a series, so it felt like
a holiday with mates.” And Laura admitted she and her
castmates had no hesitation in signing up for the film
because it was something they’d always pledged to do if
creator Julian Fellowes was involved. She told the Radio
Times: “It was nostalgic. All of us always felt that if
Julian Fellowes wrote it, we’d do it, we’re so fond of our
characters and what that job did for all of us. “We really
care about it and have a lot of affection for it. “We hope
it’s not destroying the image we left you with.” Laura
can next be seen in another period series, ‘The Spanish
Princess’ - which tells the story of Henry VIII’s first wife
Catherine of Aragon - and she found it helpful to don a
corset to play Margaret Pole, even though it wasn’t a
particularly comfortable costume. She explained: “I love
it and I’ve not done 16th century before. “You can’t
slouch in this costume or travel very far in it. It puts you
in a regal and upright stance, which is helpful for the
role. “Filming in incredible sets and ancient abbeys and
castles also gave me a feel for that period.”
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Boyle praises film

festivals as TV’s

influence grows
anny Boyle says “film festivals are cru-
cial” as TV’s influence continues to
grow. The ‘Yesterday’ director - whose
new movie focuses on a musician who

finds himself in a world where no one else remem-
bers The Beatles - has opened up on the signifi-
cance of events focusing on the film industry
despite the rise of popularity for streaming plat-
forms and big budgets TV series. Speaking after
the Tribeca Film Festival closed with the world
premiere of his latest project, he told Variety:
“Film festivals are crucial, more and more crucial,
especially as television grows in importance. “The
singular vision that a film says, that is one event,
one event in time for you to experience...Tribeca
is really crucial to that, to hearing new voices.”
The 62-year-old filmmaker also heaped praise on
the Fab Four - Sir Paul McCartney, John Lennon,
George Harrison and Ringo Starr - for the way
they impacted the world, and he admitted he
couldn’t “imagine” where we’d be without the ‘Hey
Jude’ hitmakers. He added: “It’s impossible to
imagine it actually...They changed the world really.
“They were the first really to say, we want to con-
centrate on love and pleasure and music...we want
to celebrate humanity. And they do that in a won-
derful way.” ‘Yesterday’ tells the story of singer-
songwriter Jack Malik (Himesh Patel), who has an
accident and wakes up to realize he is the only
person who remembers The Beatles. The movie
also stars Lily James as Jack’s best friend Ellie,
Kate McKinnon as US agent Debra and features
the likes of Ed Sheeran and James Corden as
themselves.
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obert Downey Jr was inspired by his own chil-
dren for his “I love you 3000” line in
‘Avengers: Endgame’. One of the movie’s most
touching moments saw his character Tony

Stark - AKA Iron Man - telling his daughter Morgan
Stark (Lexi Rabe) just how much he cares for her, and it
turns out it was a line Downey Jr came up with himself.
Co-writer Christopher Markus told Fandango: “Well, as
much as we’d like to take credit for what is inevitably
going to be one of the most memorable lines in MCU his-
tory, that is something that Robert and his children actu-
ally say to each other. “He brought it from real life onto
the set.” Meanwhile, the Marvel Cinematic Universe
directing duo Anthony and Joe Russo have revealed that

today is the spoiler ban has been lifted. Joe explained:
“Part of why we make these movies is for conversation.”
The brothers had previously asked fans not to spoil any
of the movie’s major plot points for the highly anticipated
movie. They said: “Everyone involved with the film has
worked incredibly hard the past two years maintaining
the highest level of secrecy.  “Only a handful of people
know the film’s true plot. We’re asking that when you see
Infinity War, in the coming months, that you maintain the
same level of secrecy so that all fans can have an equal
experience when they watch it for the first time.  “Don’t
spoil it for others, the same way you wouldn’t want it
spoiled for you. Good luck and happy viewing.
#ThanosDemandsYourSilence (sic)”.
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oody Allen’s ‘A Rainy Day In
New York’ will be released in
Italy.  The movie, starring Jude,
Selena Gomez, Timothee

Chalamet, Rebecca Hall and Elle Fanning,
was filmed in 2017 but Amazon put it on
hold indefinitely in the wake of the
Hollywood MeToo movement. Allen has
been accused of - and has repeatedly
denied - claims that he molested his
adopted daughter, Dylan Farrow, when she
was just seven years old.  However, Variety
reports that the film will be released in
Italy last this year via distributor Lucky
Red.  The website also reports that other
European countries have closed local dis-
tribution deals and there is speculation
that it could launch in September at the
Venice Film Festival. After Amazon ditched
the film, the rights to the movie are now
being sold by Glen Basner’s FilmNation
Entertainment.  Meanwhile, Jude recently
said it is a “a terrible shame” that the
movie has been shelved. “It’s a terrible
shame. I’d love to see it. People worked
really hard and put a lot in, obviously him-
self included.” Several actors who have
worked with the director donated their
salaries to charity or publicly vowed never
to work with him again but Jude did not.
Explaining his decision, he said: “I didn’t
really want to get involved, to be honest. I
just don’t feel like it was my place to com-
ment, and it’s too delicate a situation. I feel
like enough has been said about it. It’s a
private affair. [As for working with Allen
again,] I don’t know. I’d have to consider
carefully.” In 2017, Gomez made a “signifi-
cant donation” to the Time’s Up Legal

Fund, which was reported to be much
more than her salary was for the movie.
And co-star Chalamet also donated his
fee, splitting the money between the
Time’s Up movement, The LGBT Center in
New York, and anti-sexual assault group
Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network
(RAINN).  Farrow published an open let-
ter in The New York Times in 2014 alleg-
ing that Allen molested her in an attic
when she was seven and accusing
Hollywood of turning a “blind eye”. The
director has denied the allegation and pre-
viously accused the Farrow family of “cyn-
ically using the opportunity afforded by
the Time’s Up movement to repeat this
discredited allegation”.

Woody Allen’s Rainy 
Day to get Italian release

lizabeth McGovern says the
‘Downton Abbey’ movie felt like
a “family reunion”.  The 57-
year-old actress has reprised

her role as Cora Crawley, Countess of
Grantham, for the big screen adaptation of
the hit TV show and Elizabeth said there
was a party atmosphere on set as the cast
got a chance to reunite. She told The Mail
On Sunday’s Event magazine: “‘Downton’
changed all our lives. It’s not so much a tel-
evision show as this juggernaut which took
all of us by surprise. I didn’t expect to see
my career take on this new direction at my
age. When the series [first shown in 2010]
ended in 2015, everyone was very emotion-
al because it was the end of something so
special, but everyone was also incredibly
busy with other opportunities that came
their way thanks to ‘Downton’. Coming
back felt like a family reunion. Everyone
was in a holiday mood because it seemed
such an achievement to be turning this
show into a movie. We were all walking
round with big smiles on our faces.
“‘Downton’ has a reputation for being a
good place to work. It’s probably the
friendliest set I have ever worked on
because we are all camped out there for
the duration and we all have a huge amount
of respect for each other.” While Elizabeth
was excited to reunite with her co-stars,
she also loved the addition of new actors,
including Imelda Staunton, who plays the
formidable Lady Bagshaw and Simon Jones
and Geraldine James in the roles of King
George V and Queen Mary.  She said:
“Imelda has been on set [with her husband
Jim Carter who plays butler Carson] so

often she felt like a member of the cast
already, and Simon and Geraldine are both
excellent actors. Everyone finds it exciting,
and obviously we have Dame Maggie
[Smith], possibly the most intelligent, inspi-
rational, hilarious woman you could meet,
so it just felt very special.  “It was lovely to
be back with my screen daughters Michelle
[Dockery, who plays Lady Mary] and Edith
[Laura Carmichael] and of course my
screen husband Hugh [Bonneville], who we
all adore. We all slot into our old patterns.
There’s a lot of music played because a few
of us play guitar, but this year I played a lot
less and Michael Fox [who plays footman
Andrew Parker] did a lot of songs with
Michelle.”— Bang Showbiz

Elizabeth McGovern’s 
Downton family reunion 

W E

R


