
SAN DIEGO: Pinch hitter Hunter Renfroe hit a
walk-off grand slam off Los Angeles Dodgers closer
Kenley Jansen with two out in the bottom of the ninth
Sunday afternoon to give the host San Diego Padres an
8-5 victory to avoid being swept in a three-game series
at Petco Park. Chris Taylor had put the Dodgers ahead
5-4 with a two-run homer in the top of the eighth off
Padres reliever Robbie Erlin. Dodgers pitchers had held
the Padres to three hits and retired 14 straight-including
seven straight by strikeouts at one point-when Eric
Hosmer opened the bottom of the ninth with a single to
left off Jansen, who had picked up saves in each of the
first two games of the series. Manuel Margot and Wil
Myers followed with back-to-back bunt singles to the
left side to load the bases with no one out. Two outs lat-
er, Renfrow belted his fifth career grand slam-and sev-
enth homer of the season-on a cut fastball. It was the
first walk-off win of the season for the Padres, and the
first pinch-hit walk-off grand slam in franchise history.

PIRATES 5, A’S 3 (13 INNINGS)
Starling Marte hit a three-run homer in the bottom of

the 13th inning to lift Pittsburgh over visiting Oakland.
The game was tied 1-1 from the seventh inning until the
13th, when the A’s took a 3-1 lead on Kendrys Morales’
RBI single and Stephen Piscotty’s RBI double.
Pittsburgh’s Cole Tucker singled with one out in the bot-
tom of the 13th against Fernando Rodney (0-2), and
Jung Ho Kang walked. Adam Frazier drove in Tucker
with a single to make it 3-2, and Marte followed with a
shot into the bullpen in center. The A’s were without
closer Blake Treinen because of a sore right elbow.

TIGERS 5, ROYALS 2 (10 INNINGS)
Brandon Dixon blasted a walk-off three-run homer in

the 10th inning to lift Detroit over visiting Kansas City.
Nicholas Castellanos and Niko Goodrum reached on
infield singles prior to Dixon’s two-out home run off Ian
Kennedy (0-1). Dixon entered the game in the eighth
inning as a pinch hitter. Buck Farmer (2-2) recorded one
out to gain the victory. Castellanos and Miguel Cabrera
each had two hits and an RBI. Jeimer Candelario
reached base for the 18th consecutive game with two
walks.

GIANTS 6, REDS 5
Brandon Crawford’s pinch-hit, two-run homer in the

ninth inning capped visiting San Francisco’s second
come-from-behind win over Cincinnati in the last three
days. The Giants fought all the way back from a 4-0,
first-inning deficit, 48 hours after stunning the Reds with
a late surge for a 12-11 win in a game they trailed 8-0 in
the third on Friday. Giants closer Will Smith gave up a
two-out solo home run to Kyle Farmer, his fifth of the
season, before closing out the bottom of the ninth for his
ninth save. The rally spoiled a hot start for Cincinnati,
which plated its first four batters of the game. That
included three homers-by Eugenio Suarez, Jesse Winker
and Derek Dietrich-on three consecutive pitches from
San Francisco starter Jeff Samardzija, the first time any
team has homered on three straight pitches since June
12, 2007.

BRAVES 3, MARLINS 1 (10 INNINGS)
Ender Inciarte slapped an opposite-field, RBI double

down the third-base line in the 10th inning to put
Atlanta on top for good in a victory at Miami. Atlanta
started the 10th-inning rally when pinch-hitter Josh
Donaldson led off with a full-count walk. Donaldson,
who missed three recent games due to a calf injury, was
lifted for a pinch runner - pitcher Max Fried. Inciarte
then faked a bunt before producing his decisive double.
The Marlins had a chance to get Fried, who was stum-
bling badly as he approached the plate. But catcher
Chad Wallach couldn’t handle shortstop Miguel Rojas’
one-hop relay throw, and Fried dove for the plate safely.

CUBS 13, CARDINALS 5
Willson Contreras played a key role in three rallies,

and Kris Bryant added a grand slam late as Chicago
routed visiting St. Louis for its seventh straight win.
Contreras went 2-for-3 with two RBIs, two runs scored
and one walk. Albert Almora Jr. slugged a pair of dou-
bles, and Anthony Rizzo and David Bote added two
RBIs each to help power Chicago’s offense. The
Cardinals suffered their fourth consecutive loss, as
Adam Wainwright (3-3) allowed five hits, two walks and
five runs in five innings.

ASTROS 10, ANGELS 4
Alex Bregman hit a grand slam, and Justin Verlander

overcame a shaky start to lead Houston over Los
Angeles in Monterrey, Mexico, completing a two-game
sweep in the Mexico Series. Bregman enjoyed his stay in
Monterrey, going 5-for-10 with three home runs and
eight RBIs in the two games. Michael Brantley and
Carlos Correa also homered for Houston, which scored
24 runs on 27 hits in the two-game series. Verlander
gave up three runs in the first two innings, but shut out
the Angels until the seventh, when Angels catcher
Jonathan Lucroy hit the second of his two home runs.
Verlander (5-1) gave up four runs on five hits and one
walk with seven strikeouts in 6 1/3 innings.

RED SOX 9, WHITE SOX 2
Xander Bogaerts belted his fifth career grand slam to

cap a seven-run eighth inning as Boston won at
Chicago. Mitch Moreland drove in his second run with a
go-ahead RBI single to start the eighth-inning uprising
for the Red Sox, who erupted for nine runs in the third
inning of Saturday’s 15-2 romp. J.D. Martinez and
Eduardo Nunez each had an RBI single and Brandon
Workman (2-1) tossed one scoreless inning to pick up
the win as Boston recorded its sixth victory in seven
games to move within one game of .500.

MARINERS 10, INDIANS 0
Jay Bruce hit a grand slam in the first inning, and Erik

Swanson pitched six scoreless innings of one-hit ball for
his first major league victory as Seattle won at
Cleveland. Mitch Haniger and Edwin Encarnacion also
homered for the Mariners, who snapped a six-game los-
ing streak during which they had been outscored 53-12.
Swanson (1-3), a right-hander acquired in the offseason
from the New York Yankees as part of the trade for left-

hander James Paxton, allowed only three baserunners
through the first five innings, all via walks. The only hit
Swanson allowed was a two-out double in the sixth by
Jose Ramirez.

ROCKIES 8, DIAMONDBACKS 7
Raimel Tapia tripled in three runs during a five-run

eighth inning, and Colorado rallied to beat Arizona in
Denver. Ryan McMahon had an RBI single, and pitcher
German Marquez had a two-run single for the Rockies.
Scott Oberg (1-0) got the win with an inning of relief,
and Wade Davis pitched the ninth for his fifth save.

Eduardo Escobar and Blake Swihart homered for the
Diamondbacks, who had their six-game road winning
streak snapped.

BREWERS 3, METS 2
Christian Yelich hit his major league-leading 15th

home run in his return to the lineup to lead Milwaukee
to a win over visiting New York, completing a three-
game sweep. The outfielder, who missed the last six
games with a back injury, clubbed a two-run homer off
Mets starter Jason Vargas into Miller Park’s upper deck
for a 3-0 lead in the third inning. Milwaukee starter Zach
Davies (4-0) tossed 7 2/3 innings of two-run ball, allow-
ing six hits while striking out five and walking one.
During his MVP season in 2018, Yelich hit his 15th
homer in his 91st game. He belted his 15th in just his 31st
game this season, breaking a tie with Los Angeles’ Cody
Bellinger for tops in the league.

YANKEES 4, TWINS 1 (EIGHT INNINGS)
Domingo German pitched 6 2/3 strong innings to

become the second six-game winner in the major
leagues, and New York recorded a rain-shortened vic-
tory over visiting Minnesota. After starting late to avoid
a delayed start, the game was halted in the bottom of

the eighth with Gleyber Torres on third and a 3-1 count
to Brett Gardner. After a 61-minute delay, the game was
called. German (6-1) joined Tampa Bay’s Tyler Glasnow
as the only six-game winners in the majors by allowing a
run on four hits. He struck out seven, walked three and
threw 69 of his career-high 108 pitches for strikes.

PHILLIES 7, NATIONALS 1
Zach Eflin had another strong start, and host

Philadelphia took advantage of defensive miscues to
beat Washington on a rainy day, taking two of three
games in the series. Eflin (4-3) allowed just one run on
four hits in seven inning with five strikeouts in a 108-
pitch outing. Washington starter Anibal Sanchez (0-5)
fell to 5-11 in his career against the Phillies despite fan-
ning a season-high nine batters in 4 2/3 innings, while
allowing two runs, none earned. The Nationals have won
just three series this year-losing five series in a row-and
lost for the 11th time in 16 games.

RANGERS 10, BLUE JAYS 2
Asdrubal Cabrera continued his success off Toronto

right-hander Clay Buchholz, driving in four runs in the
first three innings as Texas won the series finale in
Arlington. Cabrera came into the game 9-for-18 in his
career off Buchholz with two doubles and two home
runs. He doubled in the first run of the game in a three-
run second inning, and smashed a three-run homer in
the third to make it 6-1. Rougned Odor ended an 0-for-
21 skid with a two-run homer in the second inning and
finished 2-for-4 with three RBIs for Texas, in the rubber
game of the series.

RAYS-ORIOLES PPD
The final game of the series was postponed due to

inclement weather in Baltimore. The game will be made
up as part of a split doubleheader on July 13. — Reuters
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Padres beat Dodgers on pinch
hitter, walk-off grand slam

German, Yankees beat Twins in eight innings
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SAN DIEGO:  Wil Myers #4 of the San Diego Padres scores ahead of the tag of Austin Barnes #15 of the Los Angeles
Dodgers during the fourth inning of a baseball game at Petco Park in San Diego, California. —AFP

IOC chief calls
Semenya case 
‘complicated’
BRISBANE: International Olympic
Committee chief Thomas Bach yester-
day called the controversial gender case
of South African runner Caster Semenya
“extremely complicated and delicate”
and said an expert panel will study its
implications.

Two-time Olympic champion
Semenya last week lost a court chal-
lenge against the International
Association of Athletic Federations
(IAAF) over plans to force some women
to regulate their testosterone levels.

The decision by the Court of
Arbitration for Sport means female ath-
letes with elevated testosterone will
have to take suppressive treatment if
they wish to compete as women in cer-
tain events. The IAAF argued that
“hyperandrogenic” athletes-or those

with “differences of sexual develop-
ment” (DSD) — had an unfair advan-
tage over others.

Bach told AFP in Brisbane that the
IOC would create a group of “experts
from science, from ethics as well as ath-
letes’ representatives and from interna-
tional federations” to examine the rul-
ing. It will include IOC medical director
Richard Budgett and an IAAF official
who will “study this extremely compli-
cated and delicate problem”.

“This is a case that should be taken
up with the international federations, it’s
their rules that are involved, their tech-
nical regulations,” he said, adding that
he had “no idea” when the group would
reach any conclusions.

The World Medical Association has
urged doctors not to enforce the con-
troversial new rules for classifying
female athletes, warning that attempts
to do so would breach ethics codes. The
DSD rules-first adopted last year but
suspended pending the legal battle-are
due to come into effect on May 8.
Semenya is mulling an appeal.

Bach is in Brisbane to meet

Queensland state officials who are con-
sidering a bid for the city to host the
2032 Olympics, before heading to the
nearby Gold Coast for a summit of
sports federations. — AFP

SYDNEY: The executive director of AIBA,
the governing body of amateur boxing, has hit
out at Olympic chief Thomas Bach for sug-
gesting putting together an alternative organi-
sation to run the sport at next year’s Tokyo
Games would “not be rocket science”.

AIBA faces expulsion from the Olympic
movement after an inquiry into its finances and
governance reports at the end of the month,
potentially leaving in limbo the boxing compe-
tition at the 2020 Summer Games.

International Olympic Committee President
Bach said on Saturday that alternative
arrangements could be put in place to ensure
boxing retained its spot at the Games and
made light of concerns about the lack of time
available to do so.

“I heard Mr Bach’s comment and it was
very concerning because it certainly min-
imised what work goes into the preparation
for such monumental event,” Tom Virgets told
Reuters by telephone on Monday.

“That wasn’t just minimising us, that was
minimising every IF (International Federation).
“I would certainly hope that was just a bad
choice of words, I hope he is not that far
removed from the work of Olympic pro-
grammes that he actually believes that.

“The Olympics needs IFs and we should
not forget that.” While the IOC organises the
Olympic Games as a whole, the federations,
who are gathering this week on Australia’s
Gold Coast for their annual Sportaccord sum-
mit, run their own sports competitions within
that framework.

Expulsion from the IOC when the inquiry
reports to the executive board on May 22
would rob AIBA of its main source of funding
and be a devastating blow to the body which
has organised Olympic boxing for 73 years.

LEGAL ACTION
Reports in Europe at the weekend said

AIBA interim president Mohamed
Moustahsane was proposing a vote of the
executive committee on taking legal action

and making formal complaints against some
IOC members should the decision go against
them.

“When you are faced with a significant
issue like this, it would be irresponsible if the
executive committee was not taking a look at
all of its options and making a determination
of what was in the best interests of the organi-
sation,” Virgets added. “To me, this should not
be looked as AIBA being defiant, no! AIBA is
practising proper and good governance. Isn’t
this what we’re supposed to do?”

Moustahsane took charge in March when
Gafur Rahimov suspended himself from the
post because of his presence on a U.S.
Treasury Department sanctions list ‘for pro-
viding mater ia l  support ’  to a  cr iminal
organisation.

The Uzbek strongly denies the allega-
tions. Virgets does not shy away from the
fact that AIBA was an ‘absolute mess’ before
a reform process commenced 18 months ago
but he believes the IOC inquiry lacks ‘due
process’ and risked producing a ‘one-sided,
biased report’.

The American believes AIBA have done
everything asked of them by the IOC to sort
out the problems that bedevilled the organisa-
tion and are willing to do more if shortcom-
ings are pointed out to them.

AIBA will have a chance to give verbal tes-
timony to the inquiry in addition to the 7,000
pages of documents they have already sub-
mitted, but Virgets believes there will not be
enough time to sufficiently inform the IOC’s
decision.

“We will have approximately two hours to
address all the concerns of this inquiry com-
mittee and then, less than 36 hours later, they
give a report,” he said.

“Considering the monumental decision,
shouldn’t we be given more time to talk? And
shouldn’t the executive board have an oppor-
tunity to address AIBA to give us an oppor-
tunity to rebut? “We just find this inappro-
priate.”  — Reuters

Bach boxing comments undervalue
International Federations: AIBA chief

DOHA: South Africa’s Caster Semenya is congratulated after winning the women’s 800m during the IAAF Diamond League competi-
tion in Doha.  —AFP

BRISBANE: International Olympic
Committee (IOC) President Thomas Bach
attends a press conference in Brisbane
yesterday.  — AFP


