
MUMBAI: India batting great Sunil  Gavaskar
believes England are a transformed one-day interna-
tional side since their shock exit from the 2015 World
Cup and rates them as favourites to win their maiden
crown on home soil in July.

Eoin Morgan’s side, whose quest for a first 50-
overs title begins against South Africa at The Oval on
May 30, top the world rankings enter the tournament
as the one of the most consistent teams in the format.

“England are the favourites. Simply because of the
way they are playing cricket, the complete turnaround
in their cricketing attitude and approach after their
disastrous 2015 World Cup,” Gavaskar told Reuters in
an interview.

“England have got a very good team, they have got
lots of confidence. You have seen them in all the
recent matches and they have been playing outstand-
ing cricket.”

Morgan’s men have played a fearless brand of
cricket in the recent years and since the start of 2018
have come out on top in bilateral ODI series against
World Cup holders Australia, New Zealand, Sri Lanka
and India.

Gavaskar believes having home advantage could
also be telling after Australia won as hosts in 2015 and
India did the same four years earlier.

“If you go by what has happened in the last couple
of World Cups, the host team has won,” he added.

“But, of course, in cricket anything can happen.
While England start the favourites, there are other
teams which are also playing some good cricket.”

Gavaskar was speaking after pledging to sponsor
34 paediatric heart surgeries for economically

deprived children at the Sri Sathya Sai Sanjeevani
International Centre for Child Heart Care at the satel-
lite city of Navi Mumbai.

The semi-rural setting was a far cry from the glam-
orous environs of Gavaskar’s normal workplace as a
TV media pundit and rather than former cricketers, he
was surrounded by medical professionals who treat
children for free.

His study of the game from the commentary box
has convinced him that holders Australia, with Steve
Smith and David Warner back in the fold after their
ball-tampering bans, and a resurgent West Indies are
other title contenders.

Virat Kohli’s India side will also post a big chal-
lenge, the 69-year-old felt.

“I think these are the four teams that can really
stand out,” added former India captain and opening
batsman Gavaskar, who once held the record for most
test runs and centuries in the longest format.

Gavaskar said a hot English summer could add to
the excitement of the World Cup as the pitches
would be drier and make shot-making easier for the
batsmen.

The format for the May 30-July 14 tournament has
also seen a change from the previous years with all 10
teams playing each other before the top four advance
to the semi-finals.

“This should be a very, very interesting tournament
and I think the format is the best you can have
because you are playing every team unlike in two
groups,” said Gavaskar, who was part of the Indian
team that beat the mighty West Indies to win the 1983
World Cup.

“You can have a bogey team with whom you lose in
bilateral matches but they could be in another group
and you might never play them.

“So you can win without having played your bogey
team (in the past) while this format, where each team
plays each other, I think is the best.” — Reuters

Warner, Smith help 
Australia edge NZ
BRISBANE: David Warner hit a quickfire 39 and
Steve Smith 22 yesterday in their first appearance for
Australia since a major ball-tampering scandal as the
home team edged a second-string New Zealand by
one wicket in a practice match. 

The Australians were set a target of 216 at Allan
Border Field in Brisbane as they warm up for their
World Cup defence, and scraped home with 10 balls
to spare thanks to a tail-end rescue act.

They have now won nine one-dayers in a row,
although this was an unofficial game and not counted
as a full international.

Skipper Aaron Finch continued his rich vein of
form with a measured 52, but fellow opener Usman
Khawaja fell cheaply-bringing Warner to the crease,
to warm applause from the crowd.

He survived a dropped catch on nought before
clicking into gear and turning on the form that saw
him average 69.20 in 12 innings in the Indian
Premier League.

Warner hammered 39 off 43 balls before falling to
leg-spinner Todd Astle attempting a reverse sweep. 

That brought out Smith who started nervously
before hitting a pair of boundaries. He spent 43
balls in the middle before being caught behind off
Matt Henry.

It was the pair’s first game in Australian colours
since serving year-long bans for their part in the
“Sandpaper-gate” ball-tampering scandal in Cape
Town that rocked Australian cricket.

After Smith departed, Australia lost five for 42
before an impressive 34 from Nathan Coulter-Nile
helped steer them home.

Earlier, Pat Cummins grabbed two wickets in his
first over before New Zealand, missing Kane

Williamson, Martin Guptill and Trent Boult, recovered
to post respectable 215 off 46.1 overs

Tom Blundell led the fightback and top scored with
77. Cummins ended with 3-36 off eight overs, with
Nathan Coulter-Nile and Jason Behrendorff also

grabbing three apiece.
Australia play another two games against New

Zealand this week before heading to England where
they open their World Cup campaign against
Afghanistan on June 1 in Bristol. — AFP
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Transformed England favourites 
to win World Cup, says Gavaskar

CARDIFF: England’s Eoin Morgan hits a six to win the game during the international Twenty20 cricket match
between England and Pakistan at Sophia Gardens in Cardiff, south Wales, . England won the game by 7 wickets
with 4 balls left. —AFP

Football pioneer 
Anderson calls for 
harsh penalties 
for racist abuse
LONDON: Clubs or countries whose fans racially abuse
players should be fined millions, docked points or even
expelled from competitions, Viv Anderson, the first black
footballer to play for England, told AFP.

The 62-year-old former full-back lambasted UEFA’s
decision to fine Montenegro’s football authorities
20,000 euros ($22,400) for their fans’ racial abuse of
England players, including Raheem Sterling and Danny
Rose, in a Euro 2020 qualifier in March.

Anderson, an integral part of Brian Clough’s
Nottingham Forest side that won two European Cups
and went on to play for Manchester United and Arsenal,
said unless there was a real deterrent racism would not
be quelled at football matches.

“If a fine is a million pounds, you dock points and
chuck the team out of the competition the associa-
tions will soon wake up and go we need to do some-
thing about this,” said Anderson, speaking at the
Sport Resolutions Annual Conference 2019 in London
last week.

“By fining Montenegro 20,000 euros that’s actually
saying ‘we accept what they are doing, just get on
with it’. “There has to be a serious deterrent. If you
fine them millions, ban them and dock points, see how
quickly it is remedied.”

Anderson, who went on to win 30 caps for England,
drew a comparison with the punishment for acid attacks
in Britain. “When one man got 20 years (in December
2017) for an attack in a club, there have not been many
acid crimes since then,” said Anderson.

He says is it not enough for players to leave the pitch
in protest-administrators should take the lead if their
players are racially abused. “You can’t have teams and
players walk off the pitch. It has to come from the top,”
he said.

“Whoever runs Tottenham says to Harry Kane if that
happens on the field you have the authority to take the
team off. “Same with the FA and other governing bodies
- they say whatever repercussions come from that, we
will deal with it.”

Anderson, whose 12-year-old son Freddie has caught
the football bug and is a member of the Manchester City
Academy, admires the manner in which City forward
Sterling and Tottenham defender Rose have spoken out
about racism.

“Them speaking out can only be good,” said
Anderson. “My professional mind would be thinking, (if I
were) Raheem Sterling, I only want to win the league or
if I were Danny Rose to play in the Champions League
semi-finals. “But fair play to them, they came out and
made a point and have done it very well.”

‘CRYING SHAME’ 
Anderson-who has not worked in football since 2001

after seven years as assistant manager to Bryan Robson
at Middlesbrough-says he hopes players like Sterling
and Rose stay in the game after retirement despite
threats from Rose, in particular, to quit the game over the
issue of racist abuse. 

“It would be a crying shame if you have Rose saying
they want to get out of the game,” he said. “You need
people like them as role models to get to the next level.
“The likes of me, Cyrille Regis and Laurie Cunningham
and all the others who came beforehand proved we can
do it on the playing field. “The next step up is as man-
agers and administrators.” Anderson, who runs an app
which looks after retired sportsmen and women, experi-
enced racism when he was a raw 17-year-old warming
up as a substitute for Forest. — AFP

Morgan’s men have played a fearless brand of cricket in recent years

BRISBANE: Australia’s David Warner plays a shot during a one-day cricket practice match between
Australia and New Zealand in Brisbane yesterday. -—AFP

NEW DELHI: India’s star all-
rounder Hardik Pandya is known for
his explosive batting but it was his
bowling partnership with brother
Krunal that took Mumbai Indians to
the top of the IPL table at the end of
the group stage.

Hardik, who will be a key member
of India’s World Cup team in England,
dismissed Kolkata Knight Riders dan-
germen Chris Lynn and Shubman Gill
in consecutive overs to break up a
threatening partnership and earn the
man-of-the match award late Sunday.

Big brother Krunal gave away just
14 runs from his four overs of slow
left-arm bowling as Kolkata were
restricted to 133-7 off 20 overs.
Mumbai made 134-1 in 16.1 overs for
a crushing nine wicket victory that
set up a playoff game against
defending champions Chennai Super
Kings today.

While Mumbai captain Rohit
Sharma made an unbeaten 55 to lead
the run-chase, credit went to the
team’s bowlers.    Delighting in the
recognition of his right-arm medium
pace, Hardik Pandya predicted the
game against old rivals Chennai
would be a “cracker”.

“To be honest as a batsman, there
is nothing better than hitting a ball.
People don’t expect a lot from my
bowling, neither do I, but it feels

nice,” the 25-year-old said after pick-
ing up his award. “When you can do
something people are not expecting
with our bowling, I’m happy.”

And Pandya said he was ready to
strike again as a bowler for Mumbai-
as they stake a claim to become the
first team to win four Indian Premier
League titles-as well as India. “I def-
initely look at myself as a four-over
bowler, I am ready to do whatever
my team wants me to do, bowl four,
10 or even 15 overs in a Test match,”
he said.

Sharma praised the whole team for
using the Wankhede stadium pitch to
vary the attack against Kolkata.
Mumbai made a quiet start to the T20
league but won three of their last five
games while defending champions
Chennai lost three of theirs.

“We always come back well in the
second half of this tournament,” said
Sharma. “In all the three trophies that
we’ve won, the boys have picked
themselves up in the business end.
IPL is a funny tournament, any team
can beat the other on their day.”

The winner of Tuesday’s game will
go straight into the IPL final in
Hyderabad on Sunday. The loser will
take on the winner of tomorrow’s
elimination game between Delhi
Capitals and Sunrisers Hyderabad for
the second place in the final. — AFP

WASHINGTON: Jaden Schwartz and
Sammy Blais scored third-period goals
33 seconds apart Sunday to help spark
the St. Louis Blues over host Dallas 4-1
and equalize their National Hockey
League playoff series.

The victory leveled the best-of-
seven Western Conference sec-
ond-round series at 3-3, setting
up Tuesday’s game seven decider
in St. Louis. “It was a do-or-die
game for us,” said Blues standout
Colton Parayko. “I was proud of
how we played in the third period.
Now it’s going to be even bigger
in game seven.”

The winner will face either the
Colorado Avalanche or San Jose
Sharks in the Western Conference
final. St. Louis has never won the
Stanley Cup since the team began play
in 1967 and the Blues haven’t reached
the NHL final since 1970.

The Stars won their only Stanley
Cup in 1999 and they have not reached
the conference finals since 2008. Blues
defenseman Alex Pietrangelo opened
the scoring 63 seconds into the game,
St. Louis producing the contest’s first
eight shots on goal.

Tyler Seguin answered with an
equalizer for Dallas, the Canadian cen-
ter connecting on a power play goal

with 8:25 remaining in the first period.
David Perron’s tip-in goal put the
Blues back on top with 4:36 remaining
in the second period.

A key moment came in the third
when Parayko’s slapshot struck Dallas
goaltender Ben Bishop in the left col-
larbone area, the puck popping up and
away as Bishop fell to the ice in pain.
“Just saw a lane so I tried to fire one,”
Parayko said. “Tried to score and I
clipped him a little high I suppose.”

Alex Steen of St. Louis got the puck
and flipped it to Schwartz, who tipped
the puck into the vacant net 7:37 into
the third period for his eighth goal of
the playoffs.

NHL play is not stopped until the
team with the injured player gains
possession of the puck. Referees make
the decision whether or not to stop
play earlier based on their assessment
of the severity of the injury.

Barely half a minute later, Blais
skated in on a breakaway and fired
the puck over Bishop’s right shoulder
into net for his first playoff goal and
to give the Blues a 4-1 lead. Dallas
removed Bishop, sending him to the
locker room for treatment while
reserve Anton Khudobin finished the
game. Jordan Binnington made 22
saves for the Blues. — AFP

Blues beat Stars to force
game seven in NHL playoffs

Pandya brothers take Mumbai
to top of IPL rankings


