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LOS ANGELES: Seattle defenders Kelvin Leerdam and
Victor Rodriguez and Peruvian striker Raul Ruidiaz scored
second-half goals to spark the Sounders over Toronto FC
3-1 in Sunday’s MLS Cup championship match.

A noisy crowd of 69,274, the largest in the history of
Seattle’s NFL and MLS stadium, roared in delight at the
final whistle as the Sounders collected a second title in
four campaigns. “The atmosphere was amazing,” said
Spanish reserve Rodriguez, who was named the MLS Cup
Most Valuable Player. “I will remember this moment as
long as I live. I’m really happy.”

It was the third championship match meeting over four
seasons for Toronto and Seattle, but their first on US soil.
The Sounders won the 2016 crown on penalties after a
goalless draw but the Canadian club avenged the loss by
capturing the 2017 title 2-0.

“We are so competitive,” Rodriguez said. “We have
really good mentality always. And at home with our fans
it’s a little bit easier for us. I’m proud for all my teammates.
We really deserved that.”

Dutchman Leerdam’s blast deflected in off Toronto
defender Justin Morrow but officials chose not to call it an
own goal in the 57th minute, the score against the run of
play giving the Sounders the lead for good. Rodriguez
took a centering pass from Uruguayan midfielder Nicolas
Lodeiro at the top of the box and smashed a right-footed
shot into the far corner in the 76th minute.

Ruidiaz added Seattle’s final goal in the 90th minute,
netting his seventh goal in six career playoff matches.
American Jozy Altidore, who came off Toronto’s bench in
the second half after missing most of the playoffs with a
quadriceps injury, scored in the third minute of stoppage
time to avert a shutout for the Reds.

Leerdam, a 29-year-old Suriname-born right back, hit a
shot that was going wide before striking Morrow. It wasn’t
the first costly mistake by Morrow in an MLS Cup final. In
2016, he missed Toronto’s last penalty kick off the crossbar
just before Seattle’s Roman Torres netted the title-taking
kick. It was the second MLS title for 57-year-old home-
town coach Brian Schmetzer, who began his playing career
with the original Sounders in 1980. “It’s a good moment for
Seattle and the fans and the players, who have overcome
adversity all year,” he said.

“The first goal, Kelvin got the deflection and that got us
started. My team is a dangerous team and that really got
us going.” Toronto sustained early pressure, with Canadian
Jonathan Osorio and Frenchman Nicolas Benezet forcing
saves by Seattle goalkeeper Stefan Frei in the first 11 min-
utes and Sounders winger Jordan Morris denied on a
counter-attack by Toronto goalkeeper Quentin Westberg.

Frei deflected a Benezet shot with his left arm in the
36th minute and Westberg saved a Ruidiaz right-footed
blast from the heart of the box in the 45th minute to keep
the game scoreless at half-time. — AFP

Seattle defeat Toronto 3-1 
to capture MLS Cup final

Sounders collect second title in four campaigns

CHICAGO: Patrick Kane had two goals
and an assist, and the Chicago
Blackhawks poured in four goals in the
first period before holding on for a 5-4
win over the visiting Toronto Maple
Leafs on Sunday evening. Kirby Dach,
Jonathan Toews and Brandon Saad also
scored for Chicago, which has bounced
back from a difficult start to collect at
least one point in five of six games this
month. Alex DeBrincat had three assists.
William Nylander scored twice, and
John Tavares and Andreas Johnsson each
scored once for Toronto. Auston
Matthews recorded four assists.
Blackhawks goaltender Robin Lehner
made 53 saves — the second-highest
total in a game in his career — to earn
the win. Chicago blitzed Toronto with
four goals in the first 17-plus minutes
and carried a 4-1 advantage into the first
intermission.

OILERS 6, DUCKS 2
Connor McDavid delivered his fifth

career hat trick, and Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins scored two goals as visiting
Edmonton cruised to a victory against
Anaheim. Leon Draisaitl had four assists
as the Oilers won their third consecutive
road game following a four-game road
losing streak. Zack Kassian added a goal
for Edmonton. Rickard Rakell and Max
Jones scored goals for the Ducks, who
lost their third consecutive home game
after opening the season 6-1-0 in their
own building. The Ducks are 2-2-1 on a
season-long seven-game homestand.

PANTHERS 6, RANGERS 5 (SO)
Vincent Trocheck scored the game-

winning goal in the third round of the
shootout as Florida overcame three
one-goal deficits and recorded a wild
6-5 victory over host New York. The
Panthers won it when Trocheck made a
wide move and then reached the middle
of the ice. He waited for New York
goaltender Henrik Lundqvist to go
down and then flipped a wrist shot over
him and into the back of the net for his
13th career shootout goal. Frank
Vatrano also scored in the shootout for
the Panthers, and rookie Kaapo Kakko
scored in the third round for the
Rangers. Panthers goalie Sam
Montembeault made 29 saves, and
Lundqvist stopped 30 shots.

FLYERS 3, BRUINS 2 (SO)
Joel Farabee scored the lone goal of

the shootout as Philadelphia won at
Boston. Travis Konecny and Philippe

Myers tallied in regulation, as the Flyers
recovered from blowing a two-goal lead
in the third period. Carter Hart had 26
saves and turned away all three shots he
faced in the shootout to lead
Philadelphia to its fourth straight win.
Danton Heinen and Brad Marchand
scored for the Bruins, who have lost
three in a row for the first time this sea-
son. Jaroslav Halak stopped 27 shots.

JETS 3, STARS 2 (OT)
Mark Scheifele scored 21 seconds

into overtime as host Winnipeg
snapped Dallas’ four-game winning
streak with a victory. Scheifele scored
his seventh goal of the season off a
two-on-one that he kept and drove past
Stars netminder Anton Khudobin (26
saves) to help the Jets improve to 4-0-1
in their last five contests. Down 2-1,
Winnipeg tied the game just 1:52 into
the third period when Andrew Copp
dril led a Khudobin save of Tucker
Poolman’s shot into a gaping net.

RED WINGS 3, 
GOLDEN KNIGHTS 2

Anthony Mantha scored the game-
winning goal with 31 seconds remaining
to lift Detroit past visiting Vegas for its
first win streak since the first two games
of the season. Mantha skated in on a
partial breakaway and fired a wrist shot
from the right face-off circle inside the
far post and just under the crossbar for
his 11th goal of the season. That proved
enough for the Red Wings, who trailed
2-1 entering the third. The Golden
Knights have now lost five of their last
six games. They finished 1-2-1 on a four-
game road trip against Eastern
Conference opponents.

DEVILS 2, CANUCKS 1
New Jersey goaltender Mackenzie

Blackwood made 30 saves to beat
Vancouver for the second time in less
than a month in the visiting Devils’ nar-
row win. Sunday’s road win was the 11th
straight victory for the Devils over the
Canucks, including Blackwood’s 25-save
shutout on Oct. 19 in New Jersey. Wayne
Simmonds and Jesper Bratt tallied for
the Devils, who ended their five-game
road trip with a 3-2-0 record. A 22-
year-old native of Thunder Bay, Ontario,
Blackwood improved to 4-0 against the
Canucks, allowing a total of three goals
in those games. New Jersey played with-
out standout defenseman Sami Vatanen,
who took an elbow to the face in Friday’s
4-0 loss in Edmonton. — Reuters

SEATTLE:  The Seattle Sounders celebrate after defeating Toronto FC 3-1 to win the 2019 MLS Cup at
CenturyLink Field in Seattle, Washington. —- AFP

Kuwaiti shooter 
books berth at 2020 
Tokyo Olympics
DOHA: Kuwait’s shooter Saud Habib has
booked a fourth berth at 2020 Tokyo Olympics
after winning the third place on Sunday in the
Skeet game at the 14th Asian Shooting
Championship held in Qatar. In the same con-
test, India won the first and second positions. In
the teams’ contest of the same championship,
Kuwait’s Abdullah Al-Rashidi, Habib and
Mohammad Al-Daihani ranked the second
place, winning the silver medal in the Skeet,
while Qatar came first and India third. Speaking
to KUNA, head of Kuwait Shooting Federation
(KSF) Duaij Al-Otaibi lauded the achievements
made by the Kuwaiti athletes, which helped

them book another berth at the 2020 Tokyo
Olympics. He said that Kuwait’s athletes Habib,
Talal Al-Rashidi and Abdullah Al-Faihan quali-
fied for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics in this cham-
pionship, while their compatriot Mansour Al-
Rashidi had previously qualified for Tokyo. The
Kuwaiti shooters have made a brilliant perform-
ance at regional and international champi-
onships, winning several medals at the Asian
tournaments, he noted. He stressed keenness of
the KSF to do its best to create a propitiate
environment to help the shooters make many
accomplishments. Al-Otaibi congratulated His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and
His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber
Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah as well as the
Kuwaiti people on the achievements made by
the country’s shooters. For his part, Secretary
General of Kuwait and Arab Shooting
Federations Obaid Al-Osaimi expressed his
happiness for Kuwait’s fourth qualifying card in

this tournament, which is witnessing a strong
competition of shooting champions in the Asian
continent. Al-Osaimi said that the KSF is work-
ing on an integrated program for the Kuwaiti
athletes in the coming period, which will witness
international participations, including the 2020
Tokyo Olympics in August. The Kuwaiti shooters
will take part in an experimental tournament in
Tokyo next April, he said, pointing to organizing
training camps in South Korea and Italy as well
as Kuwait in preparation for His Highness the
Amir Shooting Cup, which will feature world’s
shooting champions. He thanked the wise politi-
cal leadership, the government and all bodies
supporting the shooting for their efforts led to
the achievements by the Kuwaiti shooters on the
continental and international levels. In addition,
shooter Habib also expressed his delight for
qualifying for 2020 Tokyo Olympics, stressing
his keenness on making several accomplish-
ments in the next tourney. He thanked the politi-
cal leadership for its efforts which lead to the
success of the country’s athletes. — KUNA

Chessboxing bout 
thrills French creator
PARIS: French comic book writer Enki Bilal laps it up as he watches two
proponents of his creation combine the cerebral nature of chess with the
physicality of boxing in a “sporting” first.  Bilal watched spellbound as
Paris’s Cabaret Sauvage hosted France’s first “bout” of competitive chess-
boxing Saturday, nearly three decades after he first depicted the concept
in his work.

A sellout crowd turned up to watch as the competitors alternated
brawn and brain, three-minute rounds of boxing giving way to mini-chess
bouts across a maximum 11 rounds, the whole thing ending either with a
knockout — or a checkmate.

A DJ whips up the audience before the bare-chested protagonists,
sweatshirts slung over their shoulders, enter the ring, escorted by their
respective entourages. To drown out the noise of the partisan crowd,
the “fighters” put headphones on as they survey the chessboard. “Move
your pawn,” reads one supportive banner in a crowd of mainly 30-
something fans.

Shifting to not pulling punches, the rivals launch into battle, eschewing
protective headgear. After three minutes of sweaty, adrenaline-fuelled
action they return to the chessboard for some more brainy manoeuvring.
“Passing from the violence of boxing to re-concentrating on chess is using
the two most beautiful human capacities — intelligence and physical
force,” Bilal told AFP, amused to see his concept leap from the pages of his
comic books to become physical reality.

Bilal came up with the idea while writing his Froid Equateur (Cold
Equator) trilogy in 1992. Ten years on, Dutchman Iepe Rubingh actu-
ally organised a maiden fight and an international federation was cre-
ated. Today, there are a dozen national federations with around 3,500
proponents.

“When Iepe read the comic book he saw the sport straight away.
Boxing is a noble art, with its rules and codes, its elegance — (it is) a
form of beauty and, inexorably, strength, resistance and intelligence.

“Chess is strategic, about mental (strength),” said Bilal, adding that
he was thrilled to witness “the birth of chessboxing champions”.
“Training for chess is also about mugging up on books. It’s worse than
music theory. They’ve come up with something modern, a sport which
blends all the human qualities, and there are precious few sports which
do that.” As for Saturday’s card, the outcome was two technical knock-
outs and one checkmate. — AFP

Kane, Blackhawks outscore Leafs

ANAHEIM:  Mikko Koskinen #19 and Ryan Nugent-Hopkins #93 of the Edmonton
Oilers defend against Sam Steel #34 of the Anaheim Ducks during the first period of
a game at Honda Center in Anaheim, California. — AFP

PARIS:  In this file photo taken on September 22, 2019 chessboxers play
a round of chess during a chessboxing training in Paris. Chessboxing
combines rounds of boxing with chess. It was born 18 years ago when
its founder Iepe Rubingh brought to life a seemingly far-fetched idea
from a French graphic novel, “Cold Equator” by French author Bilal. —
AFP

PARIS: Athletes compete in a chessboxing match organised at the
Cabaret Sauvage, in Paris. — AFP


