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US singer/songwriter John Legend arrives for the 2019
Baby2Baby Fundraising Gala at 3Labs in Culver City,
California. — AFP 

In this file photo Ricky Gervais arrives at the 73nd annual
Golden Globe Awards, at the Beverly Hilton Hotel in Beverly
Hills, California. — AFP 

In this photo Thai chef Chumpol (3rd left) holds the two Michelin stars award during a ceremony in Bangkok. — AFP  

Fe a t u r e s

The Sheikh Duaij Al-Khalifa Theatre hosted a concert where Iraqi singer Oras Sattar and Kuwaiti singer Mishari Al-Awadhi per-
formed popular songs. Al-Awadhi, presented some of his old and new songs in addition to some of popular Kuwaiti songs by old
singers. Mishari is also an actor and participated in different musical theatre plays. Iraqi singer Oras Sattar sang a special song
about Kuwait, written by Sheikh Duaij Al-Khalifa. Oras Sattar released his first song in 2010. 

A woman walks past an artwork as she visits the exhibition ‘The non-conformists - The Story of a Russian Collection’ at the
Montpellier Contemporain Museum (MOCO) in Montpellier, southern France. — AFP

Disney flung open its vast archive with
the arrival of its much-hyped new tele-
vision streaming service Tuesday, but

the big launch was marred by glitches which
prevented many customers accessing titles
from Mickey Mouse cartoons to Star Wars.
The introduction of Disney+ marks a huge
bet by the media-entertainment giant, pitch-
ing it into direct conflict with on-demand
services such as Netflix and Amazon Prime
which have disrupted the Hollywood media
landscape.

It went live overnight on televisions,
tablets and smartphones across the US and
Canada, featuring thousands of movies and
TV episodes from Disney, Pixar, Marvel,
Lucasfilm and National Geographic. Disney
chief Bob Iger called the launch “a historic
moment for our company that marks a new
era of innovation and creativity.” But after a

series of posts on social media from users
unable to watch, Disney acknowledged
problems with the rollout, saying it was due
to strong demand.

“The consumer demand for Disney+ has
exceeded our high expectations,” the com-
pany said in a statement. “We are pleased by
this incredible response and are working to
quickly resolve the current user issue. We
appreciate your patience.” The real-time
web monitoring service Downdetector
reported at least 8,000 problems accessing
Disney+ by 1400 GMT.

Dozens of Twitter users posted messages
about the glitches, some using images of the
Disney film “Ralph Breaks the Internet,” or
the hashtag #DisneyPlusFail. Others com-
plained of long wait times trying to contact
technical support. Excited fans had stayed up
until the small hours to be among the first to

watch “The Mandalorian,” a new live-action
Star Wars television series which is among a
handful of Disney+ exclusives available at
launch.

In early reviews, the Los Angeles Times
called the first episode “safe-but-entertain-
ing,” describing it as “long on impressive
special effects and alien shootouts, and short
on a fresh story line.” Vanity Fair praised the
pilot’s action sequences but found the show
“lacking the achingly human element of the
‘Star Wars’ universe.” New episodes will be
released each Friday.

‘We admire them’
Traditional Hollywood studios like Disney

until recently have been happy to pocket bil-
lions by selling streaming rights for their
titles to the likes of Netflix and Amazon. With
the launch, Disney will now forgo an estimat-

ed $5 billion in revenues from those stream-
ing rights deals, and instead charge users
directly for access to its archive of television
and film content. Disney is undercutting most
rivals with a monthly price of $6.99, or
$12.99 packaged with Hulu and its sports
service ESPN+.

Disney+ will be rolled out to Australia and
New Zealand next week, and most of west-
ern Europe in March. The company expects
to have between 60 million and 90 million
subscribers by 2024. While some of Disney’s
previous rights deals are yet to expire-for
example, “Star Wars: The Last Jedi” remains
on Netflix in the US for now-Disney+ will be
the “exclusive streaming home for films
released by The Walt Disney Studios in 2019
and beyond,” the company said.

Netflix boss Reed Hastings has said that
his company welcomes the competition. “I’m

not saying we worry about them, we admire
them,” he told the Dealbook conference in
New York last week. “I’ll subscribe, they’ve
got great shows.” Warner Bros parent com-
pany AT&T is following a similar strategy
with its May launch of “HBO Max,” while
Universal Pictures parent Comcast is also set
to introduce “Peacock” next year.

“Obviously there will be a lot of players
out there,” said Clark Spencer, president of
Walt Disney Animation Studios. “But I think
for us having that depth of that library and
the storytelling talents that sit within the stu-
dio, it’s really gonna be what sets us apart,”
he told AFP at the recent “Frozen II” world
premiere in Los Angeles.  — AFP  

Multi-talented singer and actor John Legend was
named People magazine’s “sexiest man alive” on
Tuesday, but said he wondered whether he could

live up to the title. Legend, 40, is married to model Chrissy
Teigen with whom he has two children and is the first
black man to have achieved coveted Emmy, Grammy,
Oscar and Tony (EGOT) status for his work on stage and
screen. “I was excited, but I was a little scared at the same
time because it’s a lot of pressure,” the entertainer told
People magazine.

“Everyone’s going to be picking me apart to see if I’m
sexy enough to hold this title. I’m (also) following Idris
Elba, which is not fair and is not nice to me!” British actor
Idris Elba took the title last year. Other actors and singers
who have been given the title by the magazine’s editors in
recent years include Blake Shelton, Chris Hemsworth,
Adam Levine, George Clooney and Channing Tatum.

Legend, currently a coach on US television talent
series “The Voice,” won the first of 10 Grammys for his
2004 debut album “Get Lifted” and its hit ballad
“Ordinary People.” He took home an Oscar for the song
“Glory” for the movie “Selma,” a Tony for co-producing
the Broadway play “Jitney” and an Emmy for producing
the 2018 television adaptation of “Jesus Christ Superstar”
in which he played Jesus. Legend appears on the front
cover of the People magazine issue appearing on news-
stands on Friday. — Reuters 

Provocative British comic Ricky Gervais will host the
Golden Globes for a record fifth time in January,
organizers announced Tuesday. The annual film and

television awards are seen by many as an important bell-
wether for Oscars success, but the ceremony’s more infor-
mal-and often alcohol-fueled-tone is also a draw for stars
and audiences. Gervais’ no-holds-barred humor as host
has drawn praise and criticism in previous years, when he
took sharp digs at A-listers and the industry. 

“Once again, they’ve made me an offer I can’t refuse.
But this is the very last time I’m doing this, which could
make for a fun evening,” Gervais said in a statement.
Lorenzo Soria, president of the Hollywood Foreign Press
Association, said Gervais’ return meant audiences should
“expect the unexpected.” Gervais hosted the ceremony for
three consecutive years from 2010-12, before returning in
2016. His most recent appearance saw Gervais crack
risque jokes about former Olympic athlete and transgen-
der activist Caitlyn Jenner, and scandal-hit director Roman
Polanski.

Gervais-himself a multiple Golden Globe winner for
“The Office” and “Extras”-greeted the crowd with the line:
“Shut up, you disgusting, pill-popping deviant scum!” Last
year, 18.6 million viewers tuned in for a ceremony hosted
by comedian Andy Samberg and actress Sandra Oh. The
77th annual ceremony will take place in Beverly Hills on
January 5, with a total of 25 awards handed out for film
and television across a three-hour broadcast. —AFP

Thai cuisine restaurants 
get two Michelin stars 
for first time at home

Two restaurants in Bangkok have each earned a pair
of coveted Michelin stars, the first time the leading
guide has awarded the accolade to local establish-

ments offering Thai cuisine. Located in Bangkok, the
restaurants Sorn and R-Haan were upgraded from their
previous one-star rating in the third edition of the
“Michelin guide in Thailand”, unveiled Tuesday in the
capital.  Sorn celebrates traditional techniques and
recipes from southern Thailand, where it sources from a
network of small producers. 

At the helm of R-Haan, Chef Chumpol offers food
inspired by products from all regions of the kingdom. No

establishment won three stars in this 2020 edition, but
three others retain two-the French restaurants Le
Normandie and Mezzaluna, as well as that of German
twin brothers Suhring.  This year some 29 establishments
in Thailand received stars. Gwendal Poullennec, interna-
tional director of Michelin Guides, said the ratings show-
cased “Thailand’s rich diversity and high quality of local
produce”.  

Thailand is already famed for its street food and
Bangkok’s curbside crab omelette standout Jay Fai
retained its one star. Despite criticism over its alleged
Eurocentrism and focus on pricey restaurants, the red
guide, created in 1900, remains a key reference in the
world of the gastronomy.  Out of some 20,000 restau-
rants listed worldwide, only about one hundred have
achieved the highest distinction of the “three stars”.
Michelin covers Asia in Tokyo, Hong Kong and Macau,
Shanghai, Seoul, Singapore, Taiwan and Bangkok.— AFP  

To capture the harsh reality of life in Senegal, film
director Mati Diop chose young people she met at
building sites, bars and in Dakar’s poorer suburbs

as the stars of ‘Atlantics’, a ghost story about migrants
and those they leave behind. The coming-of-age tale has
already won critical acclaim, securing the Grand Prix
award at the Cannes Film Festival in May, and it will reach
a wider audience this month when it hits US cinema
screens and debuts on screening platform Netflix.

The film centers on Ada, a young woman facing a
forced marriage whose life unravels after her secret lover
Souleiman drowns at sea. Like thousands of West
Africans in recent years, he had risked his life on the
Atlantic route via the Canary Islands to Europe in search
of a better future. But rather than focusing on the
migrants’ fate, Franco-Senegalese Diop highlights the
challenges and struggles faced by many young people
inside Senegal, where around half the population live
below the poverty line.

“It was very delicate to make a movie about this
because you take the risk of locking an entire youth and
an entire country within the theme of immigration, and
that was everything which I did not want to do,” said
Diop, the first black female director to win the jury prize
in Cannes. To preserve authenticity, Diop chose not to
employ professional actors in key roles. She met Ibrahim
Traore, who plays Souleiman, on a construction site.
Other cast members were found outside night clubs or in
the streets where the film is set.

Traore’s character decides to brave the ocean after
not being paid for months for his building work - a com-
mon issue in Senegal where underemployment is wide-
spread. “Everything that was covered in the movie exists
in Senegal,” said Amadou Mbow, who plays a police offi-
cer who ends up being possessed by Souleiman’s ghost.
“It’s really Senegal’s reality: forced marriage and
exploitation of the youth.”

The number of Senegalese risking the Atlantic route
has fallen sharply from its mid-2000s peak, when tens
of thousands reached the Canary Islands or died trying.
But the lack of opportunities is a growing issue in a
country where more than 40 percent of the population
is under 15. — Reuters 


