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Kuwait Tech International Expo
to be held on 6-9 February 2020 

Under strategic sponsorship of Zain, leading provider of digital services in Kuwait
KUWAIT: As part of the current preparations
for organizing the Kuwait’s largest exhibition
‘Kuwait Tech Expo 2020,’ a press conference
was held yesterday at Jumeirah Hotel with the
participation of Hamad Al-Matar, External and
Internal Relations Department Manager at
Zain Telecommunications Company, and
Abdelfatah Samara, CEO of UCS Group, the
organizing company and the presence of vari-
ous media representatives.

Addressing the guests, Samara said that
organizing ‘Kuwait Tech Expo 2020’ is
prompted by Kuwait’s active interest with the
telecommunication and technology sector and
its desire to build up its ability services and
perform all kinds of transactions to Kuwaitis
and expatriates in a smooth and easy manner.

Samara emphasized at the press conference
on the importance of the telecommunications
and technology sector as a basic building
block in the progress and prosperity of “our
beloved country, Kuwait.” He lauded the sec-
tor’s contribution to transforming Kuwait into a
regional financial and trade center by the year
2035; considering the Expo to be an effective
way to achieve this goal. Furthermore, he
added, the Expo comes in line with the state’s
expanded efforts in providing its services
through mobile phone applications and elec-
tronic applications.

Meanwhile, Matar, External and Internal
Relations Department Manager at Zain Kuwait
stated: “We are delighted with Zain’s strategic
sponsorship of ‘Kuwait Tech Expo 2020,’
which is one of the largest specialized events
in the technology and telecommunications
sector in the State of Kuwait; and we hope it

will contribute to providing effective solutions
to the various state entities to serve the needs
of society from Citizens, residents and institu-
tions in a more effective way.”

Matar explained: “Zain’s sponsorship comes
to confirm its commitment to be present in dif-
ferent activities and events that contribute to
the development of the national economy and
achieves the developmental goals of the coun-
try, especially those related to the telecommu-
nications and technology sector. Whereby
today, the whole world
is undergoing a process
of digital transforma-
tion, and we are ready
to be one of the key
factors in the success of
the digital transforma-
tions that Kuwait is
going through.”

Matar added:
“Through our special booth at ‘KuwaitTech’ we
will be showcasing demos of the latest innova-
tive technology solutions to enable a smart life,
a secure society and a highly efficient business
sector which are based on the main seven pil-
lars of Kuwait development plan which
emanates from the vision of His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, may God protect him, to see ‘A New
Kuwait’ by 2035, whereby Zain consider itself a
key partner in achieving the goals of this plan.”

Matar concluded: “We hope that our par-
ticipation today reflects Zain’s key role as a
leading national company in interacting with
various planning and developmental projects
that contribute to the advancement and pros-

perity of Kuwait at all levels, especially as it
represents the Kuwaiti private sector which is
considered a strategic partner in the country’s
development plans yet even one of its main
pillars. We wish all the best to our colleagues
in the organizing committee.”

Speaking on a related context, UCS Group
CEO stated that the Expo’s objectives include
finding a common platform for decision makers
and companies and individuals in the field of
telecommunications and technology, creating

opportunities for spe-
cialized companies and
establishments to know
more about the proj-
ects and opportunities
that are available in
addition to finding the
most appropriate
mechanisms for com-
munication through the

display of the company’s products and servic-
es at the Exhibition, thereby contributing to
the development of infrastructure for the vari-
ous developmental projects.

Describing KuwaitTech Expo 2020 as the
only and largest specialized in telecommunica-
tions, technology and electronics, Samara said
that the Exhibition activities will start from the
6th to 9th of February 2020 at Kuwait’s
International Fair ground, praising the positive
response from government sectors, local and
international companies to participate in the
Exhibition. Samara pointed out that the
Exhibition is divided into two events at the
same time. The first event is ‘Kuwait
International Technology Show’ which is the

largest B2B show giving specialized companies
the opportunity to showcase their latest prod-
ucts and applications and paves the way to
discuss, exchange ideas and information about
the telecommunications and technology indus-
try, information systems, smart applications in
addition to the exposure to the latest strate-
gies and building partnership with the major
participating companies through face-to-face
meetings with leading decision makers,
researchers and professionals within this sec-
tor. The second event is the ‘Kuwait Tech
Shopper’ which is the only exhibition special-
ized in direct sales of telecommunication
gadgets, smart phones, electronic devices and
their accessories. This event will provide a

unique opportunity for all specialized compa-
nies to be present and interact directly with
the public and present some exciting offers. In
addition, both Kuwaitis and expatriates will
experience a good platform to compare
between brands and benefit from the reduced-
price offers.

In conclusion, Samara highly valued Zain’s
sponsorship of the Exhibition activities, adding
that being one of the biggest national compa-
nies and a leader in the field of electronic and
digital services, Zain’s sponsorship is prompt-
ed by the company’s keenness to have an
effective participation in specialized activities
that benefit Kuwait and contribute to the
development of the national economy.

KUWAIT: Hamad Al-Matar, External and Internal Relations Department Manager at Zain
Telecommunications Company (right), and Abdelfatah Samara, CEO of UCS Group,
attend the press conference. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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NEW YORK: Kuwait said that the rec-
onciliation process requires continued
support from the UN and international
community, describing it as a prickly
and long-term process, yet its success
will make us avoids destruction and
losses. This was derived from a speech
delivered by Kuwait’s Permanent
Representative to the UN Ambassador
Mansour Al-Otaibi Tuesday evening,
during a UN Security Council (UNSC)
session about the role of reconciliation
in maintaining international peace and
security. He pointed out that the recon-
ciliation process requires participation
from the civil society and media, point-
ing out to develop a media strategy to
raise awareness and encourage mem-
bers of society to overcome conflict.
UNSC held many discussions over the
past 10 years on preventive diplomacy
tools such as mediation in conflict reso-
lution, he noted. He explained that in
order for reconciliation to succeed,
UNSC should fulfill  requirements,
adding that the success is contingent on
respecting human rights and the inter-
national humanitarian law.

Otaibi underlined the importance of
developing an integrated strategy for
reconciliation, pointing out that dialogue
requires making concessions, sacrifices,
healing wounds and moving forward
with political will. The UN have been
exercising peacekeeping operations
since 1948, he said. Al-Otaibi pointed
out that the peace operations succeeded
in many countries, while faced chal-
lenges in others, noting that it is the
responsibility of the special envoys of
the secretary-general and his represen-
tatives to start dialogues leading to a
successful reconciliation. The
Peacebuilding Commission (PBC) often

plays a key and vital role in this process,
through the provision of advice and inte-
grated strategic proposals for peace-
building and post-conflict recovery, he
underscored.

Otaibi called for ensuring reliable
funding for sustainable financial invest-
ment, particularly through PBC and the
Peacebuilding Fund (PBF).The reconcili-
ation process should not ignore the
needs and concerns of women, the
youth, refugees and displaced people,
Otaibi added. That there is no single
model of reconciliation, although each
case has its own characteristics, accord-
ing to the conflict in question, along with
the historical, cultural, social and eco-
nomic dimensions related to the out-
break of this conflict. Kuwait hoped to
see the signing of a peace agreement
and national reconciliation in all conflict
points on UNSC’s agenda in Syria,
Yemen, Afghanistan and other areas of
conflict. —KUNA

Kuwait urges int’l community to
support reconciliation processes

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Permanent
Representative to the UN Ambassador
Mansour Al-Otaibi speaks during a UN
Security Council session about the role
of reconciliation in maintaining inter-
national peace and security. — KUNA

TOKYO: Kuwait’s trade surplus with
Japan shrank 13.5 percent from a year
earlier to JPY 41.4 billion ($382 mil-
lion) in October, down for the first
time in two months due to sluggish
exports, the Finance Ministry said
yesterday. But Kuwait stayed in black
ink with Japan for 11 years and nine
months, as exports still offset imports
in value, the ministry said in a prelimi-
nary report. Kuwait’s overall exports
to Japan slid 5.1 percent year-on-year
to JPY 62.4 billion ($576 million) for
the first drop in two months. Imports
from Japan jumped 17.4 percent to
JPY 21.0 billion ($194 million), up for
the first time in eight months. Middle
East’s trade surplus with Japan
plunged 37.8 percent to JPY 434.2

billion ($4.0 billion) last month, with
Japan-bound exports from the region
dropping 27.9 percent from a year
earlier. Crude oil, refined products,
liquefied natural gas (LNG) and other
natural resources, which accounted
for 95.6 percent of the region’s total
exports to Japan, fell 27.6 percent.
The region’s overall imports from
Japan increased 3.6 percent, buoyed
by strong demand for automobiles
and steel. The world’s third-biggest
economy logged a global trade sur-
plus of JPY 17.3 billion ($159 million)
in October for the first time in four
months, thanks to lower energy bills.
Exports declined 9.2 percent from
the year before chiefly due to weak
shipments of vehicles, power gener-
ating machines and steel. Imports
plunged 14.8 percent on lower prices
of crude oil, liquefied natural gas and
other energy commodities. China
remained Japan’s biggest trade part-
ner, followed by the US. The trade
data are measured on a customs-
cleared basis before adjustment for
seasonal factors. — KUNA
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