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Kuwait int’l book fair opens with
nearly 500 publishers participating

Featuring around 500,000 titles, of which 13,000 are new

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: The 44th Kuwait International
Book Fair  opened yesterday at  the
Internat ional  Fairground in Mishref .
Apart from the thousands of books dis-
played in halls 5, 6 and 7, many cultural
activities are accompanying the fair that
is on till Nov 30, 2019. Nearly 500 pub-
lishers representing 30 Arab and foreign
countries are participating in the fair. 

“This  year ’s  fa i r  inc ludes around

500,000 titles, out of which 13,000 are
new. For the first time, the book fair this
year has a foreign guest of honor - the
United Kingdom. This is on the occasion
of the 120th anniversary of friendly rela-
tions between Kuwait and UK,” said
Minister  of  Informat ion and State
Minister for Youth Affairs Mohammed
Al-Jabri during the opening ceremony.   

The event includes a variety of activi-
ties. “Various cultural activities will be
held starting today. These include lec-

tures, symposiums, poetry events, work-
shops and visual shows at the Cultural
Cafe. In addition, there is an art and
photography exhibition in halls 5 and 6.
The activities are for both adults and
kids as well,” said Dr Tahani Al-Adwani,
Acting Secretary General of the National
Council for Culture, Arts and Letters
(NCCAL). 

“The International Book Fair is a great
opportunity to find different books from
al l  f ie lds and in  di f ferent  languages

under one roof. Also the accompanying
activities are very useful so the visitors
should not miss it. The activities are held
daily; some are in the morning period,
whi le  the major i ty  are  he ld  in  the
evening,” added Adwani.  

Director of Kuwait International Book
Fair Saad Al-Anezi said NCCAL is not
responsible for banning books from the
fair as this is the duty of the ministry of
information. “I can say that less than 1
percent of books were banned. This sig-

nif ies  the commitment of  publ ishing
houses to local laws. NCCAL is merely
the organizer of this event and not the
inspector of publications,” he pointed
out. “Apart from the participating pub-
lishing houses, 34 public organizations
and 46 public institutions from Kuwait
and Arab countries are also participating
in this fair. Furthermore, a caricature
exhibition, formative arts exhibition and
a museums and monuments exhibition
are also being held,” Anezi added.

KUWAIT: Minister of Information and State Minister for Youth Affairs Mohammed Al-Jabri inaugurates the 44th Kuwait International
Book Fair. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat Visitors attend the 44th Kuwait International Book Fair.

A woman reads a book at one of the booths. A man arranges books at a booth. Two young men read books at a booth in the fair.

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Mubarak Al-Kabeer municipal
inspectors conducted inspection cam-
paigns in the governorate’s areas, said the
head of the inspection team Nasser Al-
Hajeri, noting that the campaign resulted
in issuing 50 warning notices for unload-
ing construction material on public prop-
erty, soil leveling, building barriers along
sidewalks, spilling oil on public roads, con-
struction and safety violations and clean-
ing violations. 

Senior citizens
The acting public relations manager at

the ministry of social affairs Fatima Al-Fadhli
announced launching new services for sen-
ior citizens at the citizen service center at
the Avenues Mall. Fadhli explained that the
services presented by the ministry of social

affairs employees to elderly include issuing
priority cards, parking services and house
care services. In addition, the new services
also include responding to inquiries, facili-
tating transactions as well as guiding senior
citizens and their families to the easiest
ways to process those transactions. 

Medical equipment
The Ministry of Health’s (MoH) assis-

tant undersecretary for food and medicine
control Dr Abdullah Al-Bader announced
that undersecretary Dr Mustafa Redha
had issued a directive regulating the with-
drawal, suspension and cancellation of
medical equipment and other require-
ments, including medicine. Bader
explained that the decision was made
upon recommendations from the medical
equipment safety team to maintain the
highest safety levels for patients.

Warnings handed in Mubarak
Al-Kabeer crackdown

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: The embassy of Brazil to Kuwait organized a
seminar that discussed the production, export, logistics,
and solutions to import Brazilian fruit to Kuwait. During
his speech, Brazilian Ambassador to Kuwait Norton de
Andrade Rapesta said that Brazil has the potential to
produce almost all fruits in all seasons. However, other
countries currently meet the growing international
demand for differentiated varieties that were originally
from Brazil.

“Brazil is not far from Kuwait as everybody thinks. It
is just as far as the US. We have a variety of Amazon
fruits. We can produce high quality fruits all year long
because of our weather,” the ambassador said. He
added that Brazil has the potential to export fruits to
Kuwait directly if Kuwaiti companies organize the
process well. “Normally, when a shipment comes from
Brazil to Kuwait, it takes a long journey that goes
through Africa, Dubai, and many other transits. We can
ship it directly from Brazil to Kuwait through cargo, but

we need the best for companies and consumers in
Kuwait.”

He pointed out that the extraordinary biodiversity of
Brazilian nature is reflected in the great variety of fruits
from this country, hoping to see fruits from Brazil in the
Kuwaiti markets soon. Meanwhile, Counselor Claudia
Assaf, Head of Commerce Promotion Department at the
Embassy of Brazil, said that Brazilian fruit growers have
been kicking goals in international markets, wondering
of the reason that Brazilian fruits have not reached the
Kuwaiti market yet.

“Why can’t the market in Kuwait have more than one
kind of Brazilian fruits? Brazil’s total export in 2018
reached $240 billion for agribusiness products.
Brazilian fruits come to Kuwait through mediate coun-
tries where the fruits’ cost will be more expensive than
if it comes directly,” she noted.

She added that most countries that import Brazilian
fruits know that the fruits have quality, productive and
of good value so they can re-export to other countries
especially GCC states where consumers look for quali-
ty. “The value exported in 2018 from Kuwait was
$200,000 by a Kuwaiti company that imported their
goods directly from Brazil,” she said.

She revealed that Qatar Airways announced that it
has cargo flights twice a week from Brazil, suggesting
that Kuwait must take advantage of that. “The prices of
Brazilian fruits in Kuwait are high because of the dis-
tance and the mediations, and if we make it easier to
reach the Kuwaiti market, it will be cheaper.” 

Kuwaiti firms urged
to import
Brazilian fruit

Fire department introduces new speedboats

KUWAIT: Director General of Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD) Lt Gen Khaled Al-Mikrad commissioned a new batch of fire and
rescue speedboats equipped with advanced navigation systems. Mikrad thanked Deputy Premier, State Minister for Cabinet Affairs,
and acting Interior Minister Anas Al-Saleh for his support of firemen.—By Hanan Al-Saadoun

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Following his appointment as prime minister,
HH Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah has started consul-
tations and contacts to form the new Cabinet, official
sources said. The sources explained Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled wishes to select two lawmakers to join the
Cabinet instead of only one as in the previous govern-
ment. “The current minister MP Mohammed Al-Jabri will
likely return to parliament,” the sources said. 

The sources said the first choice was made and it was
agreed to appoint MP Rakan Al-Nisf as minister of com-
merce and industry and minister of state for youth affairs,
while the second appointment is still in progress through
contacts with several MPs including Bader Al-Mulla. The
sources added that the head of the government commu-
nication center and the government’s official spokesper-
son Tareq Al-Mezram would be appointed information
minister, while former information minister Sheikh Hamad
Jaber Al-Ali Al-Sabah will be appointed as foreign minis-
ter. Head of the national security bureau Sheikh Thamer

Al-Ali Al-Sabah will be appointed as interior minister, the
sources speculate.

Moreover, the sources said there is a lot of controver-
sy concerning the defense portfolio. Although Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled offered it to deputy chief of joint staffs
Lt Gen Abdullah Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, no decision
has been made yet. “Hawally Governor Sheikh Ahmed
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah may be appointed defense
minister if his brother declines the position,” the sources
underlined, noting that nomination of sheikhs for ministe-
rial portfolios is usually discussed within the ruling family
council first. 

In addition, the sources said the current Minister of
Awqaf Fahd Al-Shulah will remain in office and also han-
dle the justice ministry instead of the ministry of state for
municipal affairs. “The current Justice Minister Fahd Al-
Afasi is so far out of the new Cabinet’s formation,” the
sources underlined, adding Education Minister Hamed
Al-Azmi may remain in office while Minister of
Commerce and Industry Khaled Al-Roudhan might be
appointed finance minister. The sources explained that
consultations are in progress to select one of public
works ministry’s previous officials to succeed resigned
minister Jenan Bushehri.

Jailed citizen back home
Kuwaiti citizen Yasser Al-Bahri, who had been

detained in US prisons for 15 years, arrived in Kuwait
yesterday escorted by Kuwaiti Consul to New York
Hamad Al-Hazeem and two US immigration officers. 

New Cabinet
formation could
feature fresh faces


