
Australian pop hit “Dance Monkey” is topping global
charts and has spent a record 16 weeks at number
one Down Under, propelling teenager Toni Watson

from busking obscurity to instant fame. Just months ago
the 19-year-old, known by the stage name Tones and I,
was living in a van and singing on the street in the coastal
town of Byron Bay, south of Brisbane. Now her latest
release has reached number one in 18 countries including
Britain, France and Germany, as well as at home where it
broke the record held by Ed Sheeran’s 2017 smash “Shape
of You”, which spent 15 weeks at the top spot.

Before her debut single “Johnny Run Away” came out in
March, Watson had spent a year playing her keyboard in
public, too nervous to speak to passersby between songs.
But while she is now selling out shows worldwide, the

singer says she looks back on those days with fondness.
“When I was busking, when I was paying for petrol with
silver coins or when I was sneaking into hostels so I could
park my van up and sleep in it, I had the best time of my
life,” she told Nova radio.

“Dance Monkey” has racked up more than 500 mil-
lion plays on Spotify and is the first Australian tune to
peak at number one on the streaming service’s Global
Top 50 chart. It has even begun to infiltrate the tough
North American music world-it is number two in Canada
and 23 in the US, where it jumped 18 places from the
previous week.

Although Watson’s rapid rise has been fuelled by online
platforms, “Dance Monkey” relates the challenges she
encountered as a busker trying to capture attention from

audiences distracted by smartphones and social media.
“People were so used to being able to swipe to see some-
thing different to entertain themselves that the patience
had diminished,” she told triple j radio. “You have to be
quick... get on with the song.”

Watson signed with Warner Chappell Music in August
and returned to Byron Bay that month to play at a local
music festival. Her midday set drew a crowd of 20,000
people-a record for an opening act-dwarfing anything she
ever may have imagined just a year earlier.—AFP 
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This handout picture shows 19-year-old
Toni Watson, a musician who goes by

the stage name Tones and I. — AFP 

In this file photo one of the 22 Eurasian beavers released by
local environmentalist, brought from Bavaria to resettle in the
Bara Nature Reserve near Belgrade. — AFP 

Ukrainian craftsman Bogdan Senchukov uses safety matches while making a violin at his workshop in the town of Zhashkiv, Ukraine. — Reuters photos

This file photo shows French duck-owner Dominique Douthe, accused by a neighbor of noise
disturbance, as she takes care of her ducks and geese, in Soustons, in the Landes region, south-
western France. — AFP 

The US Justice Department sig-
naled Monday that it plans to end
a 71-year-old antitrust enforce-

ment program on movie distribution,
saying it is no longer needed to protect
consumers. Assistant Attorney General
Makan Delrahim announced that the
Department of Justice would move this
week to terminate the Paramount
Consent Decrees, which went into force
in 1948. The decrees-which smaller
movie chains and drive-in theaters still
champion-barred major film studios
from owning movie theaters, a system
that had existed in the early part of the
twentieth century and largely blocked
independent venues from being able to
show hot films.

The decrees also restricted studios
from certain distribution practices, such
as requiring cinemas to accept a group
of films as a condition of getting a
much-sought blockbuster, a practice
known as “block booking.”

Delrahim said a review concluded
that the decrees “no longer service the
public interest” because the horizontal
conspiracy of studios owning theaters
no longer exists.

Since the decrees were enacted, the
movie industry has become more com-
petitive, with major metropolitan areas
served by multiple theaters and video
streaming services dramatically altering
the landscape for consumers, Delrahim
said in a speech at a Washington legal
conference. “These changes illustrate
that markets can evolve, and no one can
predict with certainty from where and

in what form innovation will appear,”
he said. 

“Once innovation has occurred,
however, it would be a mistake for
antitrust enforcers to limit the potential
for consumer-enhancing innovation.”
The shift is likely to upset small and
medium-sized theater chains and drive-
ins, which balked at a potential change
when the DOJ launched a review of the
decrees in 2018.

The National Association of Theatre
Owners (NATO) argued in October
2018 public comments that the restric-
tion on block booking remained essen-
tial to protect smaller theaters, which
may otherwise be forced to accept
films that won’t play well in their com-
munities. “Exhibitors require a variety
of content in order to appeal to the var-
ied tastes of their of their consumers.
The prohibition on block booking has
allowed exhibitors to use their screens
to program both major studio content
and other, more targeted fare,” NATO
said in the 2018 comments.

“If distributors are permitted to
block book, they could demand
exhibitors book an entire slate on mul-
tiple screens, leaving little room for the
independent and smaller distributors to
finance and distribute films that con-
sumers demand.” A spokesman for the
theater group said the organization
stood by the October 2018 comments
and would await formal DOJ legal fil-
ings before commenting further. — AFP 

Beavers are to be reintroduced in
two parts of Britain as part of plans
to help control  f looding, the

National Trust announced yesterday. The
charity, which manages historic proper-
ties and countryside, said it aimed to
release Eurasian beavers at two sites in
southern England early next year. “The
dams the beavers create will hold water
in dry periods, help to lessen flash-flood-
ing downstream and reduce erosion and
improve water quality by holding silt,”
said Ben Eardley, project manager at one
of the sites.

Beavers were hunted out of existence in
Britain in the 16th century because of
demand for their fur, meat and scent
glands. There have since been several con-
trolled reintroductions of the mammals,
including in western Scotland. Beavers
have been described as “nature’s engi-
neers”, whose work can help create wet-
land habitats to support a range of species
from insects to wildfowl.

Beavers in river catchment areas would
“help make our landscape more resilient to
climate change and the extremes of weath-
er it will bring”, Eardley said. He will over-

see the reintroduction of one pair of
beavers at Holnicote, near Exmoor
National Park in southwest England.
Another pair will be released on the Black
Down Estate, on the edge of the South
Downs on the English south coast.

They will all be introduced in fenced-off
woodland areas. Experts will then monitor
changes to the habitat that result. The
National Trust is aiming to restore 25,000
hectares (62,000 acres) of “wildlife-rich
habitats” by 2025, amid concern at a
decline in species since 1970. Parts of
northern England have been hit by severe
flooding in recent weeks, with some areas
having their wettest autumn on record,
according to the Met Office weather
agency.

Eighteen flood warnings were in place
on Wednesday morning, with 58 further
alerts notifying possible flooding, the
Environment Agency said. As well as pro-
longed heavy rainfall, building on flood
plains, poor flood defenses and mainte-
nance of watercourses are among the con-
tributory factors. — AFP 

AFrench court has allowed a group of
ducks in the southwest of the country
to keep on quacking after complaints

from neighbors over their noisy behavior, at
least pending a detailed investigation of
noise levels. The case of the ducks in the
southwestern Landes region was the latest
in the country to pit traditions of rearing
animals against the tastes of newcomers,
following the well-publicized legal dispute
over a rowdy rooster in western France.

A couple who bought a neighboring
property last year had complained of “sig-
nificant noise” from the group of around 50
ducks and geese kept the backgarden of
Dominique Douthe, 67, in the town of
Soustons. She told AFP that the ducks had
been given a stay of execution by the court
in the town of Dax in a decision issued
Tuesday evening, adding that she was
“relieved” by the ruling. “There was no
proof of any kind of illicit or abnormal trou-
ble,” added her lawyer Philippe Lalanne.

He said that the judge had ordered an
acoustic audit to test noise levels which
would be carried out in the first quarter of

next year. “I have the impression that the
judge is giving us with this audit the
chance to get together and discuss and
find an amicable solution,” he added. The
couple who brought the complaint, who
insisted that repeated requests to solve the
issue had been ignored, has sought 150
euros for each day the noise continued as
well as 3,500 euros in damages and 2,000
euros  in legal costs.

The case is one of several that have been
cast as an attack on the rights of church
bells to ring, cows to moo, and donkeys to
bray throughout rural France. The symbol of
this battle between urban and rural France
emerged as a rooster named Maurice,
whose early-morning crowing so annoyed
his neighbors on the island of Oleron that
they took his owner to court. The court in
early September upheld the bird’s right to
start the day with a cheery cock-a-doodle-
doo, in what was seen as a triumph for the
traditions of rural France. — AFP   

Ukrainian Bogdan Senchukov wants to carve his
way into the Guinness Records: by making the
world’s biggest collection of musical instru-

ments from matchsticks. Already, 15 of his real-sized
instruments, including two guitars, accordions, violin
and drums, are played by a band of musicians which
prides itself as the only “match music band” in
Ukraine.

Senchukov’s hobby started at school and he has
since then handcrafted items recreated in minute
detail, including a tank from The World of Tanks com-
puter game and a miniature Eiffel Tower, but his real
passion is musical instruments. “(What I love) is to
carve, to glue, to make it hold the shape, to take into
account microns of a millimeter and to make it play in
the end,” Senchukov, 29, told Reuters as he worked on
his second violin.

“When the instrument plays ... I cannot find words
to express my feelings when something made of these
tiny sticks plays as an ordinary musical instrument
does.” While most modern musical instruments are
made of beech or acacia wood, Senchukov’s instru-
ments are made of what experts say is the least ‘musi-
cal’ wood, aspen, commonly used to make matches.

It took Senchukov six months and 27,000 match-
sticks to create a bass musical instrument in the shape
of a trident, the Ukrainian coat of arms, which he now
plays in the band. He said the most challenging part of
his work was when some elements require more than
10 hours of continuous work. For example, a violin or
guitar string plate has to be produced in one sitting,
otherwise it will lose its shape.

Another time-consuming process was cleaning the
match heads, but Senchukov’s art and efforts did not
go unnoticed, and one Ukrainian factory now pro-
vides him with matchwood. A holder of three national
records, Senchukov is collecting documents to prove
to the Guinness World Records that he has the
biggest collection of musical instruments made of
matchsticks. — Reuters  

Cooking robots and tastier
recipes: Japanese electronics
giant Sony yesterday launched a

new artificial intelligence unit they hope
will change the way we cook and eat.
The new research arm, Sony AI, will
operate in Japan, Europe and the United
States and also focus on the traditional
areas of gaming, imaging and sensor
equipment, as well as “gastronomy”.

The firm that produced the
PlayStation franchise and the “Spider-
man” movie series is the latest multina-
tional tech company wanting a piece of
the pie in the food business, where data
are increasingly driving new dishes to
pique the palate. “AI and robotics will
not replace chefs. We are aiming to
offer new tools to expand their creativi-
ty with AI and robotics,” Sony
spokesman Shinichi Tobe told AFP.

“The field of food requires a study of
molecular structures. By using AI and
its analytical capacity, we can create
new things,” Tobe said. “It involves

taste, but also aroma. Through sensing
technologies, we can perhaps create
new dishes that will please the human
sense of taste,” he said. The Tokyo-
based gadget-and-entertainment con-
glomerate is not the only tech company
tapping into this seam.

IBM earlier this year teamed up
with seasoning maker McCormick to
use artificial intelligence in flavor and
food product development. In the
future, Sony foresees the creation of a
robotic kitchen to help elderly people
make meals at home, but without use of
open flames. It may also result in the
creation of a restaurant where robots
cook in front of guests. “There might
be ways of cooking that can only be
done by robotics. It might be about
temperature control. Maybe about
precise timings of when or where to
apply heat,” Tobe said. — AFP  


