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Pete Townshend and Roger Daltrey of The Who attend the unveiling of the founding stone of the new Music Walk of Fame in London, Britain. — Reuters 

Actresses Idina Menzel and Kristen Bell are honored with stars on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, in Hollywood, California. — AFP photos 

An original score of two minuets composed
by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart when he
was just 16 blew past estimates at a

Sotheby’s auction in Paris on Monday, going
under the hammer for 372,500 euros ($413,000).
It was nearly double the top estimated value of
200,000 euros set for the handwritten score dat-
ing from 1772, and which formed part of the
extensive music collection of a fellow Austrian, the
writer Stefan Zweig.

The unpublished, autographed score of the
minuets-a stylized dance-contains a few correc-
tions and minor modifications, including one or
two that might be in the hand of Mozart’s father,
Leopold.  The manuscript was kept in Mozart’s
birthplace Salzburg by the composer’s sister,
Nannerl, before finding its way into Zweig’s col-
lection.  The score, the only one of the composer’s
“Six Minuets K.164” to still be in private hands,
came from the library of the eminent Swiss biblio-
phile Jean-Francois Chaponniere.

AFrench court on Tuesday confirmed
the two-year suspended jail terms
given to Pablo Picasso’s former elec-

trician and his wife, who hoarded 271 of
the great painter’s works in a garage for
four decades. The verdict by the Lyon
court is the latest twist in a decade-long
legal saga, which took the couple, who
claim the works were a gift, all the way to
France’s top appeals court.

Pierre and Danielle Le Guennec were
first given two-year suspended terms in
2015 after being convicted of possession
of stolen goods over the huge trove of
works by Picasso, including nine rare
Cubist collages and a work from his

famous Blue Period. That verdict was
upheld in 2016 by a higher court but then
quashed by the Cour de Cassation, which
ordered a retrial.

The former electrician, 80, and his wife,
76, were not in court Tuesday when they
were found guilty for a third time. “It is a
triumph of truth and marks the end of a
cover-up”, said Jean-Jacques Neuer,
lawyer for Picasso’s son Claude Ruiz-
Picasso. He accused Pierre Le Guennec of
playing for art dealers “the role that drug
mules play in drug-trafficking”, alleging
that rich art dealers had sought to exploit
the couple. The Le Guennecs have always
denied stealing the works.

At his original trial Pierre Le Guennec
claimed that Picasso had presented him
with the artworks towards the end of his
life to reward him for his loyal service. But
he later changed his account, telling an
appeal court that the works were part of a
huge collection that Picasso’s widow
Jacqueline asked him to conceal after the
artist’s death in 1973. Le Guennec said he
stored more than a dozen garbage bags of
unsigned works which Jacqueline later
retrieved, except for one bag which she left
him saying: “Keep this, it’s for you.”

The affair came to light when Pierre Le
Guennec attempted to get the works
authenticated by Claude Ruiz-Picasso in

2010. The artist’s heirs promptly filed a
complaint against him, triggering an inves-
tigation. Commenting on the latest ruling,
Neuer said: “If you have 271 works by
Picasso and you want to put them on the
international market you need a certificate
of authenticity. “If you see the Picasso
estate and tell them these works fell from
the sky or you picked them up from the
bric-a-brac market, there is little chance
anyone will believe you.”— AFP  

“Frozen” actress Kristen Bell was hon-
ored Tuesday with a star on
Hollywood’s Walk of Fame, joking

that a mugger would soon demand a woman’s
purse on the same spot with the words “Let it
go!” Bell, who came to fame on TV teen
detective show “Veronica Mars” and appears
in NBC’s “The Good Place,” unveiled her new
star alongside fellow honoree Idina Menzel.
The pair reprise their roles as Anna and Elsa in

“Frozen 2,” the sequel to Disney’s animated
smash hit out this Friday.

“I am so grateful to be accepting this honor
today on these hallowed streets where ‘Pretty
Woman’ sold her body for money-it’s really a
dream,” joked Bell. The ceremony took place
toward the eastern end of the Walk of Fame on
Hollywood Boulevard. “The Good Place” cre-
ator Michael Schur described the location as
“the most glamorous location in all of show

business-the semi-abandoned Starline Tours
branch office.”

The ceremony was attended by Los
Angeles mayor Eric Garcetti and Walt Disney
Studios co-chairman Alan Horn. “As wonderful
as this recognition feels in the moment, I know
that it’s only temporary,” said Bell. She added:
“This star will really only know it’s true value
when inevitably, someone is mugged in that
very spot, and as they clutch their purse, the

assailant screams, ‘Let it go!’” “And the victim
will look up and say, ‘That’s not even her song,
you son of a bitch.’” “Let It Go,” the Oscar-
winning showstopper of the first “Frozen”
movie, was sung by Menzel.

Bell also paid tribute to Menzel, who has an
enlarged role in the sequel. “I’m not going to
say it’s better than the first because all the
music is good,” she told AFP. “But I will tell
you they did the smartest thing with the sec-

ond movie because they decided, rightfully so,
to double down on Idina. “‘Let It Go’ was such
a hit, and the geniuses at Disney were like
‘What if we just gave her two songs? Wouldn’t
that be like twice as good?’ And guess what-it
is,” Bell added. — AFP 

Paul McCartney will take star billing at
next year’s Glastonbury, when the
legendary British music festival

marks its 50th anniversary, organizers said.
Glastonbury co-organizer Emily Eavis said
the former Beatle would headline the
Pyramid Stage on June 27 — the tradition-
al highlight of the event in Somerset,
south-west England. “Having Paul
McCartney coming back to headline the
Pyramid next year is an absolute dream
come true,” she said in a statement on the
festival website on Monday.

“There really was no one that we want-
ed more for the 50th anniversary.”
McCartney previously headlined
Glastonbury in 2004. This year’s headliner
was grime star Stormzy. He dropped hints
on his Twitter feed before the announce-
ment by posting photographs of the com-
poser Philip Glass, actress Emma Stone
and the musician Chuck Berry-Glass-
Stone-Berry. All 135,000 tickets for the
50th anniversary festival went on sale last
month and sold out in 34 minutes, organiz-
ers said. — AFP 

It is the closest that anyone outside the super
rich is ever likely to get to owning a painting
by Picasso. A canvas by the Spanish master

worth more than one million euros is to be raf-
fled off for charity. Anyone buying a 100-euro
ticket in the international draw has a one-in-
200,000 chance of winning a still life of a styl-
ized glass of absinthe and a newspaper Picasso
created in 1921. The draw, whose proceeds will
go to the charity CARE to combat poverty in
Africa, was launched at the Picasso Museum in
Paris Tuesday.

The last time the organizers held one, six
years ago, Picasso’s “Man with Opera Hat” was

won by a 25-year-old Pittsburgh fire safety offi-
cial, Jeffrey Gonano, who was looking for some-
thing to decorate his home. The five million
euros raised went to help preserve ancient city
of Tyre in Lebanon. “Art and charity usually
come together at gala dinners, where a few
[wealthy] people fork out millionaire sums for a
painting,” said Peri Cochin, the French television
producer behind the draw.

She hopes to raise up to 19 million euros for
CARE from the new raffle: 50,000 people-
mostly from the US, Britain, Mexico and Brazil-
took part in the last draw. The painting this time
comes from the billionaire Lebanese-born col-

lector David Nahmad, who has one of the
biggest private collection of Picassos in the
world. He will get one million euros from the
draw with the rest going to the charity.

Picasso Museum director Laurent Le Bon
said the painting comes from a period when
Picasso “synthesized the realist and cubist cur-
rents” of his work. It is a painting “that makes
people think and dream”, he told AFP. The draw,
which is being run through the
1picasso100euros.com website, will take place
in Paris on January 6. — AFP

The Oscar-winning writer of Roman Polanski’s
“Chinatown” is working on a television series set
before the events of the 1974 movie, a spokeswoman

told AFP on Tuesday. The show, which is in early develop-
ment, will serve as a prequel to the noir classic about cor-
ruption in Los Angeles, confirmed the spokeswoman for
84-year-old screenwriter Robert Towne.  “The Social
Network” director David Fincher is also attached to the
project being produced by Netflix, according to trade
publication Variety, which broke the news.

Netflix did not immediately respond to a request for
comment.  Polanski, who has been a fugitive from US jus-
tice since admitting to the statutory rape of a 13-year-old
girl in 1977, is not involved in the new project. This month
the French-Polish director was accused of raping another
young woman in 1975. Polanski, 86, denies attacking
Valentine Monnie, and has threatened to sue his accusers. 

A French guild of more than 200 filmmakers this week
said it will propose new rules for members charged or con-
victed of sexual violence, which could lead to Polanski’s
suspension. Polanski made “Chinatown” on his return to
Hollywood five years after his heavily pregnant wife Sharon
Tate was murdered by the Charles Manson gang.

The movie was nominated for 11 Oscars, including best
film, best director, best actor (Jack Nicholson) and best
actress (Faye Dunaway.) It won one Academy Award-best
original screenplay for Towne.  A sequel, “Two Jakes,” was
released in 1990. Directed by Nicholson, who reprised his
role as private detective Jake Gittes, the film was also writ-
ten by Towne. — AFP  


