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Dakar Rally 
unveils tough
Arabian desert 
route for 2020
PARIS: Dakar Rally organisers yesterday
unveiled the route for the controversial
2020 edition, a 12-day marathon through
the Arabian desert starting January 5.
Former two-time Formula One world
champion Fernando Alonso will be on he
starting line among the 351 vehicles tak-
ing part in the race that has switched
hemispheres after being staged for years
in Latin America.

Organisers admit  that  they had
qualms about bringing one of motor
racing’s most gruelling adventure ral-
lies to the Middle Eastern country
which has been under fire over human
rights abuses and its involvement in the
war in Yemen.

“It is a new country and a new conti-
nent for the rally,” David Castera, the
course director told AFP at the unveiling

in Paris, admitting there was “hesitation”
before the decision was taken to switch
to Saudi Arabia 

The Dakar started its history as a rally
between Paris and the capital of Senegal
in West Africa, then switched to South
America when security became a con-
cern. Organisers say it will remain in the
Arabian peninsula for at least five years.

“We had some reflection (about the
switch to Saudi Arabia,” said Castera.
“But we received many assurances from
the country and we know there is a
desire to open up to (the outside world).
The Dakar is not the first (sports event)
to go to Saudi Arabia. Lots of people
are going.”

Last year the kingdom staged a
Formula-E motor racing grand prix and as
recently as January hosted Italian foot-
ball’s Super Cup. More surprisingly, Saudi
Arabia this month staged a women’s pro-
wresting contest. In January it will host
the Spanish Super Cup.

The 2020 Dakar will set off from
Jeddah on January 5 and end 7,800km
and 12 days later in Qiddiya. The race
will be “a real battle” said Castera,
involving 5,000km of special stages with
five of them exceeding 450km.

Last year’s winner Nasser al-Attiyah

of Qatar is among the favourites in his
Toyota with Carlos Sainz and Stephane
Peterhansel, a 13-time winner in bikes
and cars, expected to challenge strongly
in their Minis. 

The focus will also be on Alonso, the
Formula One champion in 2005 and
2006 who is seeking new challenges in
motor sport and singled out the Dakar as
one of the toughest of them all.  —AFP

American Martin
gets 4-year ban 
for anti-doping 
violations
LONDON: American boxer Ryan Martin
has been suspended for four years by
UK Anti-Doping (UKAD) yesterday
after testing positive for prohibited sub-
stances last year.

Martin tested positive for the pres-
ence of androsterone and etiocholanone,
which are metabolites of testosterone,
following an in-competition test after his
match against Josh Taylor in Glasgow on
Nov. 3, 2018.

As the fight occurred under the
auspices of the British Boxing Board
of Control, the 26-year-old was sub-
ject to the national body’s anti-doping
regulations.

Martin was charged with an Anti-
Doping Rule Violation (ADRV) as a
result of the positive test.

“Androsterone and etiocholanone are
listed under section S1.1(b) of the WADA
2018 prohibited list as ‘endogenous ana-
bolic androgenic steroids (list of metabo-
lites and isomers) when administered
exogenously’,” UKAD said in a statement
https://www.ukad.org.uk/news/profes-
sional-boxer-martin-banned-four-years.

“Exogenous testosterone, andros-
terone  and  e t iocho lanone  are  a l l
non-specified substances prohibited
at all times.”

UKAD said Martin’s ban would run
until midnight on Nov. 2, 2022 and the
boxer has the r ight  to appeal  the
decision.

Ohio-born Martin, in his response to
UKAD in March, had said he did not
intentionally ingest testosterone and
added that the presence of its metabo-
lites in his sample could have been due
to contaminated supplements.

“With the number of cases we are
currently seeing where an athlete is
claiming their failed test is due to con-
taminated supplements, it’s vital all ath-
letes check... any supplements they plan
to use,” UKAD chief executive Nicole
Sapstead said.

“UKAD would always promote a
food-first approach to nutrition. Where
supplements are deemed a requirement,
the ingredients should be checked

against the WADA prohibited list and
the supplement itself checked on
Informed Sport. If in any doubt, it is sim-
ply not worth the risk.” —Reuters

All Blacks left it 
too late to sign 
me: Rennie
SYDNEY: Newly appointed Australia coach
Dave Rennie yesterday said the All Blacks left
it too late to secure his services, with the
“proud” New Zealander now focused on men-
toring their arch-rivals. New Zealand Rugby
bosses have ruled out a foreign coach for the
All Blacks and revealed this month they had
asked 26 New Zealanders to apply for the cov-
eted job left vacant by Steve Hansen after the
World Cup.

Rennie was one of those contacted, but he
said the approach came too late. “I’m a proud
Kiwi but the big thing is I’ve been talking to
Australia for a lot of months and the All Blacks
interest came in late in the piece,” he told rug-
by.com.au.

“By that stage, we’d done a lot of home-
work, we were really excited about the oppor-
tunity to go to Australia and that ended up
being an easy decision.” New Zealand has said
its new coaching team will be named before
Christmas, but it has now missed out on at
least three high-profile candidates.

Along with Rennie, Jamie Joseph ruled him-
self out consideration this week after opting to
remain as Japan coach, while former Wales
boss Warren Gatland also turned down an
offer to apply, focusing instead on the Waikato
Chiefs and coaching the British and Irish Lions
in 2021.

All Blacks assistant Ian Foster and three-
time Super Rugby-winning Crusaders coach
Scott Robertson now appear to be the front-
runners. New Zealand Rugby chairman Brent
Impey said he was aware that Rennie had been
talking to Australia.

“We have known for some time that Dave
was in talks with Rugby Australia, so we have
been clear about his position regarding the All
Blacks head coach position,” he said in a
statement. “We congratulate Dave on his
appointment and wish him the best.”

Rennie will take over from Michael Cheika
in July next year after fulfilling his commit-
ments to current club Glasgow Warriors. He is
the second New Zealander to be handed the
job after Robbie Deans almost a decade ago.

Rugby Australia chief Raelene Castle admit-
ted there were no suitable Australians in the
running, with Rennie vowing to get the fans
onside despite not being a local. “I think
Australians want their national team coached
by an Australian and I’m okay with that,” he
said. “Hopeful ly, they’re feeling that way
because they care about Aussie rugby and all I
can say is everywhere I’ve gone I’ve immersed
myself in the community and the culture.

“I guess we’ll be judged by what we do as
opposed to what I say now,” he added. “But I
can assure you that I care about the future of
Australian rugby, I’m going to work really
hard to get a strong connection with the
Super Rugby coaches and nat ional  age-
grade coaches to ensure we’ve got good
young talent coming through and good path-
ways for them.” —AFP

NEW ORLEANS: Jrue Holiday had 22 points and 10
assists as the host New Orleans Pelicans spoiled
Carmelo Anthony’s debut by defeating the Portland Trail
Blazers 115-104 on Tuesday night. Brandon Ingram, the
Pelicans’ leading scorer, returned from a four-game
absence caused by a sore knee to add 21 points. JJ
Redick had 18, Nicolo Melli scored 14 and E’Twaun
Moore 11 as New Orleans won for just the fifth time this
season but the third time in four games. Anthony, a 35-
year-old 10-time All-Star who hadn’t played in more
than a year, started in his first game since signing with
the Blazers. He had 10 points (on 4-of-14 shooting) and
four rebounds in 24 minutes. CJ McCollum scored 22,
and Hassan Whiteside had 14 points and 14 rebounds
for the Blazers. Portland, which fell to 1-2 to start a six-
game, 10-day road trip, played without leading scorer
Damian Lillard, who had back spasms.

LAKERS 112, THUNDER 107
Anthony Davis scored 34 points and LeBron

James added a triple-double as host Los Angeles
held on to extend its winning streak to five games,
while sending Oklahoma City to its fourth loss in five
games. James finished with 25 points, 11 rebounds
and 10 assists to give him his fifth triple-double of
the season and first in his career against the Thunder.
He became the first player in NBA history to record
a triple-double against every team. Davis shot 13 of
24 to break out of a mini slump. He was held under

20 points in each of his previous two games. Dennis
Schroder scored 31 points and Danilo Gallinari
added 25 for Oklahoma City.

WARRIORS 114, GRIZZLIES 95
Golden State held host Memphis to four points in

the first 8:47 of the second period to turn a deficit
into a comfortable advantage as the Warriors ended
their longest losing streak since 2012. Alec Burks
scored a game-high 29 points, including four in the
26-4 second-quarter flurry that helped Golden State
snap a seven-game skid. Rookie Ja Morant’s 20
points paced the Grizzlies, who lost their second
straight after a three-game winning streak.

KINGS 120, SUNS 116
Bogdan Bogdanovic established career highs of 31

points and seven 3-pointers to lead Sacramento to a
victory over visiting Phoenix. Richaun Holmes made
8 of 11 field-goal attempts while contributing 20
points and a career-best 15 rebounds for the Kings.
Cory Joseph recorded a career-best 14 assists as
Sacramento won for the sixth time in its past eight
games. Devin Booker registered 30 points and eight
assists for the Suns, who have lost back-to-back
games and four of the past six. Kelly Oubre Jr.
recorded 20 points, eight rebounds and five steals
for Phoenix, and Mikal Bridges also scored 20
points. —Reuters

Triple-double history for King James as Lakers roll Thunder

Jrue Holiday, Pelicans dump
Blazers in Anthony’s debut 

NEW ORLEANS: Jrue Holiday No 11 of the New Orleans Pelicans shoots the ball against the Portland Trail
Blazers on November 19, 2019 at Smoothie King Center in New Orleans, Louisiana. —AFP

PARIS: French Dakar Rally director David Castera (R) and French driver
Stephane Peterhansel pose on stage during the official presentation of the 2020
Dakar Rally, in Paris, yesterday. The Dakar Rally will take place in Saudi Arabia
from January 5 in Jeddah and will run until January 17, 2020. —AFP

Ryan Martin

Porsche and
Mercedes embark 
on new era of 
electric racing
LONDON: Formula E starts its sixth season in
Saudi Arabia tomorrow with debutants Porsche and
Mercedes hoping to carry their respective success
in sports cars and Formula One to a new all-electric
battleground.

French driver Jean-Eric Vergne, the first double
champion, is aiming to complete his title hat-trick
with the Chinese-owned DS Techeetah team in a
series humming with renewed energy. The presence
of four German giants, with BMW and Audi regulars
already, adds lustre to a city-based championship
that has grown steadily since a financially precari-
ous first season in 2014.

Formula E recently reported record revenues and

a first ever profit and, burnishing environmentally-
conscious credentials with an emphasis on sustain-
ability, feels increasingly in tune with the spirit of
the times. Nissan, Jaguar, Citroen, China’s Nio and
India’s Mahindra are also involved.

The learning curve will be steep for the newcom-
ers, in a championship that saw nine different win-
ners in 13 races last season and where success costs
a fraction of Formula One’s bloated budgets.

“They wil l  have done their homework. They
are not starting from scratch, they have a lot of
resource and clever people behind them,” says
E nv i s i o n  Vi r g i n  R a c i n g  m a n a g i n g  d i r e c t o r
Sylvain Filippi.

“I hope they do really well, because it makes the
competition even more exciting, but it’s not going to
be easy.” For Mercedes, the dominant force in
Formula One for the past six years and the only car-
maker involved in both, Formula E opens a new
chapter in their 125-year racing history.

Their drivers are Belgian ex-McLaren F1 racer
Stoffel Vandoorne and 2019 F2 champion Nyck de
Vries of the Netherlands. Porsche, part of the
Volkswagen Group that  inc ludes  Audi , have

German Andre Lotterer and Swiss racer Neel Jani
as their lineup.

The series reported revenues of more than 200
million euros ($221.12 million) last September and
has grown to 14 races, with a first in the Indonesian
capital Jakarta next June before a London finale.

Former Manchester United commercial director
Jamie Reigle has joined from the NFL’s Los Angeles
Rams franchise, taking on the chief executive role
vacated by founder Alejandro Agag.

“I genuinely believe that we have the zeitgeist in
terms of one of the most compelling global sports
properties with potential for income growth,” he
told reporters. “I was at Heathrow (airport) the oth-
er day and there were two Formula E ads. We’ve
done a really good job in terms of the business to
business side, brands recognising that this is the
future,” he added.

“I think the task and the challenge now is ‘can we
get that audience to grow and be really engaged?’.”
Saudi Arabia will host two races on the 22nd and
23rd in Ad Diriyah, on the outskirts of Riyadh. The
ser ies  has  Liberty  Global  and Discovery
Communications as major shareholders.  —Reuters


