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Lebanese 
businessman to
donate Hitler hat to 
Israeli foundation
GENEVA: A Lebanese businessman will donate Adolf
Hitler’s top hat and other objects linked to the Nazi leader
to an Israeli foundation in order to keep the items out of
the hands of neo-fascists. Abdallah Chatila, who has made
a fortune from diamonds and real estate in Geneva, told the
Matin Dimanche weekly that he had “wished to buy these
objects so that they could not be used for the purpose of
neo-Nazi propaganda. “My stance is totally apolitical and
neutral,” he added.

The collapsible top hat believed to have belonged to
Nazi leader Adolph Hitler sold for 50,000 euros ($55,300)
at a controversial Munich-based auction on Wednesday.
Chatila scooped up as many other Hitler-related articles as
he could at the auction and has donated them to the Keren
Hayesod association, an Israeli fundraising group. 

The head of the European Jewish Association, rabbi
Menachem Margolin, said he was “bowled over” by the
gestures from the businessman. “In a cynical world, a real
act of kindness, of generosity and solidarity,” he said in a
statement Sunday. Margolin added that Chatila had
accepted an invitation to join a visit by 100 European par-
liamentarians to the site of the World War II Auschwitz
death camp in January to receive an award.

Nazis’ crimes ‘trivialized’ 
Wednesday’s auction in Munich was organized by

Hermann Historica, which has picked up business in
Nazi memorabilia that the main houses have largely
avoided. Other items that went under the hammer on
Wednesday included a silver-plated copy of Hitler’s
anti-Semitic political manifesto Mein Kampf that once
belonged to senior Nazi Hermann Goering. It was sold
for 130,000 euros.

Ahead of the auction, Rabbi Margolin recalled that
“it is Germany that leads Europe in the sheer volume of
reported anti-Semitic incidents”, urging the German
authorities to compel auction houses to divulge the
names of those buying such articles and put them on a
watch list. “The Nazis’ crimes are being trivialized here,”
the German government’s anti-Semitism commissioner
Felix Klein told the Funke newspaper group following
the auction.

Many of the items belonging to top Nazi leaders were
seized by US soldiers in the final days of World War II.
“Far-right and anti-Semitic populism is advancing
throughout Europe and the world,” Margolin told the
weekly paper. Born in Beirut in 1974 into a family of
Christian jewelers, Chatila is among Switzerland’s 300
richest people. He suggested that the items of Nazi mem-
orabilia “should be burned”, while “historians think they
should be kept as part of the collective memory”. —AFP

CALIFORNIA: In this file photo, Navy Special Operations Chief Edward Gallagher walks into military court in San Diego, California. The chief of the US Navy Sunday criticized Donald Trump after being sacked in a dispute over an elite
SEAL commando whose demotion for misconduct was reversed by the president. —AFP

WASHINGTON: The chief of the US
Navy on Sunday criticized Donald
Trump after being sacked in a dispute
over an elite SEAL commando whose
demotion for misconduct was reversed
by the president. Richard Spencer was
ousted as Navy Secretary, a civilian
position, in a case that has fueled reports
that the US military leadership has been
angered by Trump’s interference in dis-
cipline cases. “I no longer share the same
understanding with the Commander in
Chief who appointed me, in regards to
the key principles of good order and dis-
cipline,” Spencer said in a stinging letter
published by US media.

“I hereby acknowledge my termina-
tion as United States Secretary of the
Navy.” The dispute centers on the fate of
Navy SEAL Edward Gallagher who was
accused of war crimes in a high-profile
case but was found guilty of a lesser
offense. On November 15, Trump - the
commander-in-chief of the US military -

reversed the demotion handed down to
Gallagher. Trump tweeted on Sunday
that Gallagher had been “treated very
badly” by the navy, and that Spencer had
been asked to resign over the issue and
over his alleged failure to address budg-
et overruns.

The president said Gallagher would
not be expelled from the elite SEAL
(Sea, Air, and Land) force. “Eddie will
retire peacefully with all of the honors
that he has earned,” Trump tweeted.
Defense Secretary Mark Esper said he
had asked for Spencer’s resignation
“after losing trust and confidence in him
regarding his lack of candor over con-
versations with the White House,” the
Department of Defense said in a state-
ment. Esper said he was “deeply trou-
bled by this conduct.”

Trump undercuts military? 
The US Navy had launched a disci-

pline procedure which could have strip

Gallagher and three other members of
his unit of their prestigious “Trident
pins” - effectively booting them from the
SEAL force. But Trump’s interventions
appeared to cut short that process. The
president this month also dismissed a
second degree murder conviction
against Army First Lieutenant Clint
Lorance, who was six years into a 19-
year term for ordering soldiers in 2012 to
fire on three unarmed Afghan men on a
motorcycle, two of whom died. 

And he granted clemency to West
Point graduate Matt Golsteyn, an ex-
member of the elite US Army Green
Berets, charged with premeditated mur-
der in the shooting death of an alleged
Taliban bomb-maker in 2010. Gallagher,
a Navy SEAL commando, was accused
in the stabbing to death of a wounded
Islamic State prisoner in Iraq in 2017,
attempted murder of other civilians and
obstruction of justice. In July, he was
acquitted of charges related to those

accusations but was convicted of posing
with the slain fighter’s body in a group
picture with other SEALs. As a result, he
was demoted one rank, from chief petty
officer to petty officer first class.
Speaking to Fox News on Sunday,
Gallagher accused the navy of acting in
retaliation after he lodged a complaint.

“They could have taken my Trident
(pin) at any time they wanted,” he said.
“Now they’re trying to take it after the
president restored my rank.” Gallagher’s
case has been strongly championed by
Fox News and Trump’s conservative
base. But it has also drawn criticism that
the president was undermining military
judicial process. In his letter to Trump on
Sunday, Spencer said that he could not
“in good conscience obey an order that I
believe violates the sacred oath I took...
to support and defend the Constitution.”
He added that maintaining good order
and discipline in the navy’s ranks was a
“deadly seriously business.” —AFP

Dispute over an elite SEAL commando

Rainstorms hit
northern Italy,
southern France
VENICE: Torrential rains across northern
Italy and southern France killed three people
at the weekend, sweeping away part of a
motorway viaduct in northern Italy and
causing fresh flooding in Venice yesterday.
The rains, which left at least three people
dead and two missing across the two coun-
tries, were the latest in a two-week wave of
extreme weather in the region.

Part of a viaduct serving Italy’s A6 motor-
way near Savona in the northern region of
Liguria running between Turin and France
was washed away by what appeared to be a
mudslide, leaving a 30-metre (100-foot) gap
in the road. The emergency services did not
immediately find any victims at the site, but
sniffer dogs and helicopters were checking
the area. Pictures of the damage revived
memories of the 2018 col lapse of the
Morandi bridge at Genoa, only 50 kilometers
away, which claimed 43 lives.

In the Piedmont region, a 52-year-old
woman who was missing after her car was
swept away when a river burst its banks was
found dead Sunday. Local media reported
that two other people in the car had man-
aged to escape in time. The worst hit region
in Italy was Alessandria, south of Turin,
where 200 people were evacuated and 600
left stranded. One woman was reported

missing, Italian media said. Another 500
people were evacuated further north in the
Aosta Valley, where roads were closed
because of the risk of avalanches.

Venice under water again
On the east coast, Venice was again hit by

the floods that have paralysed the city in
recent days, though the levels were well off
the historic peak reached on November 12.
The floodwaters in St Mark’s Square in the
city centre were at knee-height, and were
beginning to recede by the afternoon.

Venice’s mayor has said the damage of the
flooding earlier in the month could amount to one
million euros, blaming the near-record water lev-
el rise on climate change. The recent flooding of
the city, a UNESCO World Heritage site, dam-
aged dozens of churches. The latest floods came
as environmental activists staged a demonstra-
tion protesting the city’s inadequate flood pro-
tection program and calling for a ban on the mas-
sive cruise ships that visit the Renaissance city.
Ecologists argue that the development of the
large industrial port of Marghera, opposite
Venice, was also taking a cost.

Two dead in France
In France, two people died and at least

one was missing as high f loodwaters
swamped cars and turned roads into rivers.
One body was found in the village of Le
Muy, just north of France’s Mediterranean
coast, local officials in the southern Var
region said. It was found near where a res-
cue dinghy carrying three members of the
fire brigade and three civilians had capsized
on Saturday, with one of the civilians subse-
quently reported missing. The second body,

of a man in his 50s, was found in the village
of Cabasse in a car, the local authorities said,
without giving further details.

Another man, in his 70s, was still missing
in the village of Saint-Antonin-du-Var after
going out during the night amid heavy rain.
The southeastern regions of Alpes-Maritimes
and Var have since Friday been hit by torren-
tial rainstorms that also caused huge waves in
seaside areas. A woman aged 39 was badly
injured on Saturday and hospitalised after
being swept away by a wave, the fire service
said. The town of Roquebrune-sur-Argens in
the Var region was particularly badly affect-

ed and only accessible by boat or helicopter,
the local authorities said.

Some 4,500 households have been left
without electricity throughout the two
regions. The senior off icial  for the Var
region, Jean-Luc Videlaine said that the
rains had been of  “histor ic”  intensi ty,
adding that the damage would be “consid-
erable”. Although water levels were now
going down, he added that the situation was
“far from returning to normal”. In some
areas of the Var region, the equivalent of
two or three months of rain fell in just 24 or
48 hours.—AFP

VENICE: People walk on a footbridge across the flooded Riva degli Schiavoni waterfront in
Venice. —AFP 


