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News in brief

Submarine full of cocaine 

MADRID: Police in Spain have seized a submarine
loaded with cocaine off the coast of the northwestern
region of Galicia which arrived from South America,
officials said yesterday. Two people were arrested as
part of the operation Sunday in the seaside town of
Cangas near the border with Portugal, a police
spokesman said. The submarine was “likely” transport-
ing “several tons (of cocaine) but this is just an esti-
mate”, a source close to the investigation said. Spanish
media said the submarine was carrying over three tons
of cocaine from Colombia. The submarine, about 20
meters long, came from South America, another source
close to the investigation said without specifying which
country the vessel departed from. “It is not the first time
but we don’t see this every day” in Europe, the source
added. —AFP 

Boy killed by ice sculpture 

LUXEMBOURG: A two-year-old boy was killed by a
falling ice sculpture as families enjoyed holiday shop-
ping at Luxembourg city’s Christmas market. “The child
was severely injured and died in the ambulance,” police
said, after Sunday night’s accident. An investigation has
been opened, and on Monday the city-capital of the
independent Grand Duchy-said all street markets would
be closed for the day. “The sculpture couldn’t have just
fallen by itself,” protested French sculptor Samuel
Girault, who has been questioned by Luxembourg
police. Girault told AFP he had 19 years experience in
carving ice and the base of the fallen work weighed two
tons. The accident happened just meters from the ice
rink at the capital city’s annual Christmas fair which
opened on Thursday. —AFP 

Arab Israeli jailed for murder 

JERUSALEM: An Arab Israeli has been sentenced to
life in prison for the “nationalistically motivated” murder
of an Israeli settler in the occupied West Bank last year,
a court said. In its Sunday ruling, the Lod district court
in central Israel said Abed Hakim Assi, born in 1998,
fatally stabbed Itamar Ben Gal, 29, near the settlement
of Ariel on February 5, 2018, after identifying the rabbi
and father of four as Jewish. Assi, whose mother is an
Arab Israeli and father a Palestinian from the West
Bank, “had decided to commit an act of nationalistically
motivated terror” following an argument with soldiers
at the Ariel checkpoint the previous day, the sentencing
said. A video of the incident showed Ben Gal, of the Har
Bracha settlement, waiting for a bus while wearing a
Jewish skull cap. —AFP 

Interpol hunts femicide suspects

LYON: Global police cooperation organization Interpol
yesterday launched an international appeal to find
eight men suspected of murdering or committing vio-
lence against women. Interpol said in the appeal, which
coincided with the International Day for the
Elimination of Violence against Women, that it was
calling for the public’s help in finding the suspects. It
said the appeal is a “stark reminder of how women and
girls universally experience violence and abuse across
the world.” In 2017, some 87,000 women and girls
were murdered worldwide, according to a 2018 report
from the UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). Of
the eight, six are wanted for murder, one for grievous
bodily injury resulting in death and one for sexual vio-
lence. Two of the men are wanted by Russia and the
others by Denmark, Norway, Ukraine, Brazil, Cyprus
and the United States. —AFP 

Ginsburg released from hospital 

NEW YORK: Ruth Bader Ginsburg, the US Supreme
Court’s eldest justice and de facto leader of its liberal
wing, has been released from hospital after being
admitted last week with a possible infection. The 86-
year-old has had a series of health scares this year,
sparking speculation she may retire-a move that would
allow conservative US President Donald Trump to nom-
inate a replacement. Ginsburg is “home and doing well”,
US media reported the court as saying Sunday. She was
hospitalized on Friday with fever and chills, according
to a court spokesperson. A feminist icon, Ginsburg is
one of four liberals on the nine-justice court and has
given no sign she is thinking of stepping down. In
August Ginsburg completed a three-week course of
outpatient radiation therapy in New York for a localized
malignant tumor on her pancreas. —AFP 

Israel to expel HRW director 

JERUSALEM: Israel was set to expel the country director
of Human Rights Watch yesterday after a lengthy court
battle over claims he supports a boycott of the Jewish
state. US citizen Omar Shakir, the New York-based rights
group’s director for Israel and the Palestinian territories,
denies the claims and accuses the Israeli government of
seeking to suppress dissent. Shakir’s deportation, expect-
ed in the afternoon, would be the first from inside the
country under Israel’s controversial 2017 law allowing the
expulsion of foreigners who support a boycott, according
to authorities. The European Union, United Nations and
others have criticized the looming expulsion, with the UN
warning of a “shrinking space for human rights defenders
to operate” in Israel and the Palestinian territories. But the
United States, Israel’s closest ally, declined to do so, say-
ing Sunday only that it supported freedom of expression. 

LONDON: Former prime minister Tony Blair said yes-
terday that Britain was in a dangerous mess and that
neither his own Labor Party nor Prime Minister Boris
Johnson’s Conservatives deserved to win a Dec 12 elec-
tion. Britain is holding an election three years ahead of
schedule because parliament was deadlocked over
Brexit, unable to agree on how or even whether to leave
the European Union.

“We’re a mess,” Blair said at a Reuters Newsmaker
event. “The buoyancy of the world economy has kept
us going up to now, but should that falter, we will be in
deep trouble.” Blair, Labor prime minister from 1997 to
2007, said both major parties were peddling fantasies,
adding that if the opinion polls were accurate, Johnson’s
party looked likely to win a majority. Blair, the only
Labor leader to win three elections, said his party was
now controlled by its “Marxist-Leninist wing” and that
its leader Jeremy Corbyn was promising a revolution.

“The problem with revolutions is never how they
begin but how they end,” said Blair. “The problem with
revolutions is that they always end badly.” “The truth is:
the public aren’t convinced either main party deserves
to win this election outright.” The Dec  12 vote presents
a stark choice between a socialist-run state under
Labor, which is offering a second referendum on leav-
ing the EU, and the free-market Conservatives, who
want to “get Brexit done” by the end of January.

Risk of no-deal brexit
Blair, an opponent of Brexit, argued for a second ref-

erendum on the decision to leave, saying it would need
to be followed by another general election. Johnson has
pledged to take Britain out of the EU by Jan. 31 if he
wins a parliamentary majority and then to negotiate a
comprehensive deal with the bloc covering trade and
future relations during a transition period due to end
next December. Blair cast doubt on that timetable and
said there was still a risk that Britain could exit the EU

in a year’s time without having struck a deal with its
biggest trading partner.

“No-deal Brexit is not off the table,” Blair said. “This
negotiation (on the future relationship) has no chance
of being concluded in that transition period.” Blair said
he did not know whether Labor, which has tacked

sharply to the left under Corbyn, would ever return to
the centre ground of British politics, but added: “We
must set about the urgent task of reconstructing the
sensible mainstream of British politics.” “Otherwise, this
laboratory experiment in populism running riot will end
very badly for our nation.” —Reuters

UK still faces risk of no-deal Brexit

Blair: Britain a dangerous mess; 
both parties peddling fantasies

LLANELWEDD: Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson (left) meets members of the public while visiting the
Welsh County Show during an election campaign event in Llanelwedd in north Wales yesterday. —AFP

On Trump impeachment,
divisions between urban
and rural Democrats
IOWA: First-term US congresswoman Cynthia Axne,
back home in her rural Iowa district for the Thanksgiving
break, faced a room full of farmers on Saturday who
made clear their opposition to the impeachment investi-
gation of Republican President Donald Trump. Axne, 54,
avoided any mention of impeachment until one of her
constituents, a Democrat who voted for her, said he
views the investigation as a waste of time and money:
“Let’s not vote for impeachment. Let’s get stuff done. I’m
sick of it!”, he bellowed. Others nodded in agreement.

Meanwhile, 1,000 miles away in the old industrial
town of Wharton, New Jersey, freshman US congress-
man Tom Malinowksi was treated like a rock star when
he told a crowd of about 150 he believed the evidence to
impeach Trump was overwhelming. With each mention of
impeachment and denunciation of Trump, Malinowski
was greeted with loud applause from voters packed into
a tiny library basement, where the room hummed with
talk of ousting the president.

These two freshman lawmakers flipped districts from
Republican control in the 2018 midterm congressional
elections, two of the 41 net gains that helped Democrats
regain control of the House of Representatives for the
first time since 2011. Yet on impeachment, as they face
close fights for their seats again next November, their
approach is starkly different. Axne avoids any mention of
it; Malinowski leans into the topic.

Polls show public sentiment about impeachment
breaking along partisan lines, but the reaction of
Democratic voters in these two swing districts suggests
there is also a rural and suburban divide on the issue
among Democrats. “I don’t talk about impeachment,”
Axne, who defeated Republican David Young in 2016 by
just two points, said in an interview. “These are hard

working, salt of the earth people who just want to make a
living and provide for their families. They’re tired of what
they consider the bureaucracy and the politics of
Washington and that’s true to what Iowans are.
Impeachment is not a priority in their lives.”

Axne supports the impeachment inquiry, and says if
there is proof Trump abused his office and harmed
America’s national security in his dealings with Ukraine,
she will vote to impeach him - even it means losing her
seat. She agreed she could face voter backlash. “My job
is to work for the people here in this district and do a
good job for them. But my job also is to protect this
country. If we find out that the president has put us in
harm’s way, then I have absolutely no problem losing a
seat over that.”

To loud applause in his New Jersey district, about 50
miles west of New York, Malinowski said: “The president
is free to pursue a foreign policy that he believes is in the
national interest, but he is not free to pursue a foreign
policy that only serves his political interest,” Malinowski,
53, a Polish-born former employee of the State
Department, was the first New Jersey House member to
call for Trump’s impeachment. 

He asked the crowd to put up their hands if they were
watching the hearings and nearly all of the some 150
people in attendance put their arms in the air. Five days
of public hearings in the Democratic-led impeachment
inquiry concluded on Thursday. The probe is looking into
Trump’s pressure campaign to get Ukraine to investigate
Joe Biden, a leading contender for the Democratic presi-
dential nomination to challenge Trump in 2020, and his
son Hunter, who had served on the board of Ukrainian
gas company Burisma.

The probe is also examining whether Trump abused
his power by temporarily withholding $391 million in
security aid to Ukraine, approved by Congress to fight
Russia-backed separatists, to pressure Kiev into con-
ducting the investigation. Asked how he was going to
vote on impeachment, Malinowski said he had not made
a final decision, but added: “I think you can tell from my
presentation that I believe the evidence against the pres-

ident is quite strong.”
He had plenty of company at the town hall. Frank

Harder, a 71-year retired purchasing agent and regis-
tered Democrat, has supported impeaching Trump for
months. “I think the man is a traitor,” said Harder, who
has been a registered Democrat since returning from a
tour in Vietnam in 1971. “I think he’s Putin’s little puppet,”
he said, referring to Trump’s efforts to build a closer rela-
tionship with Russian President Vladimir Putin. A handful
of Republican lawmakers in moderate districts will be
greeted on the Thanksgiving break by mobile billboards
urging them to support impeachment.

The ads were purchased by the Need to Impeach and
MoveOn.org, two left-leaning groups that have been
seeking new ways to apply pressure on Republicans and
Democrats who have been reluctant to support
impeachment. The ads will target Republican US repre-
sentatives like Brian Fitzpatrick of Pennsylvania and Elise
Stefanik of New York. In addition to the mobile bill-
boards, MoveOn launched an ad campaign targeting
Stefanik in her home district. —Reuters

Doctors fear
Assange 
‘could die’ 
in UK jail
LONDON: More than 60 doctors
wrote an open letter published yes-
terday saying they feared Julian
Assange’s health was so bad that
the WikiLeaks founder could die
inside a top-security British jail. The
48-year-old Australian is still fight-
ing a US bid to extradite him from
Britain on charges filed under the
Espionage Act that could see him
given a sentence of up to 175 years
in a US prison. 

In the letter to Home Secretary
Priti Patel, Britain’s interior minister,
the doctors call for Assange to be
moved from Belmarsh prison in
southeast London to a university
teaching hospital. They based their
assessment on “harrowing eyewit-
ness accounts” of his October 21
court appearance in London and a
November 1 report by Nils Melzer,
the United Nations special rappor-
teur on torture.

The independent UN rights
expert said Assange’s “continued
exposure to arbitrariness and abuse

may soon end up costing his life”.
Assange used WikiLeaks to publish
classified military and diplomatic
files in 2010 about US bombing
campaigns in Afghanistan and Iraq
that proved highly embarrassing to
the US government. “We write this
open letter, as medical doctors, to
express our serious concerns about
the physical and mental health of
Julian Assange,” the doctors said in
their 16-page open letter.

‘Medical situation...urgent’ 
They said they had “concerns

about Mr Assange’s fitness” to go
through the full extradition hearing,
which is set for February. “Mr
Assange requires urgent expert
medical assessment of both his
physical and psychological state of
health,” the wrote. “Any medical
treatment indicated should be
administered in a properly
equipped and expertly staffed uni-
versity teaching hospital (tertiary
care).

“Were such urgent assessment
and treatment not to take place, we
have real concerns, on the evidence
currently available, that Mr Assange
could die in prison. The medical sit-
uation is thereby urgent. There is no
time to lose.” The doctors are from
the United States, Australia, Britain,
Sweden, Italy, Germany, Sri Lanka,
Poland. At his first appearance in
public for six months, in a court

hearing last month, Assange seemed
frail. He also appeared confused
whenever he was asked to talk at
Westminster Magistrates’ Court in
London.

He seemed to have difficulties
recalling his birth date, and at the
end of the hearing told District
Judge Vanessa Baraitser that he had
not understood what had happened
in court. He also complained about
the conditions in which he was
being kept in Belmarsh. It was his
first public appearance since being
dramatically dragged from
Ecuador’s embassy in April.
Swedish prosecutors said last
Tuesday they had dropped their
investigation into a 2010 rape alle-
gation, even though they found the
plaintiff’s claim “credible”. —AFP

NEW YORK: In this file photo, US Republican presidential nomi-
nee Donald Trump speaks to former New York City Mayor
Michael Bloomberg during a memorial service at the National
9/11 Memorial in New York. —AFP

Julian Assange

Singapore invokes 
‘fake news’ law for 
the first time 
SINGAPORE: Singapore political figure Brad Bowyer yester-
day corrected a Facebook post questioning the independence
of state investment firms following a government request, in
the first use of the country’s new “fake news” law. Bowyer
used “false and misleading” statements alleging the govern-
ment influenced decisions made by state investors Temasek
Holdings and GIC, according to a statement on the official
government fact-checking website. Bowyer said he had
placed a correction notice with a link to the government
statement above his Facebook post following a request to do
so under the Protection from Online Falsehoods and
Manipulation Act (POFMA).

“I have no problem in following that request as I feel it is
fair to have both points of view and clarifications and correc-
tions of fact when necessary,” Bowyer said in a statement on
Facebook. “In general, I caution all those who comment on our
domestic politics and social issues to do so with due care and
attention especially if you speak from any place of influence.”
Bowyer, a naturalized Singaporean born in Britain, has been a
member of the ruling party and opposition parties but has nev-
er stood for elected office.

A spokesman for the newly-created POFMA office said the
correction requested by the minister for finance was the first
case under the new law, which came into effect in October.
Rights groups have raised concerns the fake news law will be
used to stifle free speech and chill dissent in the city state,
where the ruling party has comfortably won every election
since independence in 1965. Singapore says it is particularly
vulnerable to fake news because of its position as a global
financial hub, its mixed ethnic and religious population and
widespread internet access.  —Reuters


