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Picture shows one of the rooms in the Green Vault (Gruenes Goelbe) at the Royal Palace in Dresden, eastern Germany.Picture shows the Jewel Room (Juwelenzimmer), one of the rooms in the historic Green Vault (Gruenes Goelbe) at the Royal
Palace in Dresden, eastern Germany. — AFP photos

AGerman state museum with one of the
biggest collection of baroque treasures
in Europe has been robbed, police said

Monday, with media estimating losses of up to
a billion euros. The Green Vault at Dresden’s
Royal Palace, which is home to around 4,000
precious objects made of ivory, gold, silver
and jewels, was broken into early Monday
morning. “This morning there was a break-in
at the Green Vault,” police in Saxony state
confirmed on Twitter, adding that an estimate
of the damages was “not yet possible”.

Bild newspaper reported meanwhile that
“antique jewelry worth around a billion euros

has been stolen” in what it called “probably
the biggest art theft since World War Two”.
One of the oldest museums in Europe, the
Green Vault holds treasures including a 63.8-
centimetre figure of a Moor studded with
emeralds and a 547.71-carat sapphire gifted
by Tsar Peter I of Russia.

Bild said the criminals had broken into the
well-protected palace by attacking a nearby
power distributor and climbing through a
window. They then proceeded to target small-
er items of jewelry, leaving larger, bulkier
items behind, Bild claimed, without citing
sources.

‘Hard-earned’ treasures 
Founded by August the Strong, Elector of

Saxony in 1723, the Green Vault is one of 12
museums which make up the famous Dresden
State Art Collections. Its historic section,
which contains around three quarters of the
museum’s treasures, was the one broken into
on Monday. With a strict limit on the amount
of daily visitors, entrance to the historic vault
can only be reserved in advance.

Exhibits are arranged into nine rooms,
including an ivory room, a silver gilt room and
the central “Hall of Treasures”. One of its most
valuable pieces, the green diamond, is cur-

rently on loan to the Metropolitan Museum of
Art in New York, where it is a headline attrac-
tion in the temporary exhibition “Making
Marvels: Science and Splendor at the Courts
of Europe”. 

After the Royal Palace suffered severe
damage in World War Two, the Green Vault
remained closed for decades before it was
restored and re-opened in 2006.  For
Saxony’s state premier, the heist went beyond
the value of the artifacts stolen. “The treas-
ures that are found in the Green Vault and the
Dresden Royal palace were hard-earned by
the people of Saxony over many centuries,”

said Michael Kretschmer.
“One cannot understand the history of our

country, our state without the Green Vault and
Saxony’s State Art Collections.” In 2010, the
museum hosted a meeting between
Chancellor Angela Merkel and then President
of the United States Barack Obama, on the
latter’s first state visit to Germany.  Monday’s
theft is the second high-profile heist in
Germany in recent years, after a 100kg, 24-
carat giant gold coin was stolen from Berlin’s
Bode Museum in 2017. — AFP  

Disney’s new release “Frozen
2” iced out competitors to
top North American box

offices over the weekend, taking in
an estimated $127 million, industry
watcher Exhibitor Relations said
Sunday. The film follows the
beloved characters from 2013 hit
“Frozen,” as they travel to an
ancient, autumn-bound forest in
search of the origin of Queen
Elsa’s (voiced by Idina Menzel)
magical ice powers.

“Frozen 2,” which has come out
just in time for the winter holidays,
set a November record for an ani-
mated movie and secured the
third-best start for an animated
film behind fellow Disney titles
“Incredibles 2” (2018) and
“Finding Dory” (2016), according
to Variety. In second was last
week’s leader, “Ford v. Ferrari,”
with an estimated $16 million. The
Fox film is based on the true story
of how a team at Ford built a car
to challenge Ferrari’s longtime
dominance of France’s classic 24-
hour Le Mans race.

New Sony release “A Beautiful
Day in the Neighborhood,” a dra-
ma about a journalist’s relation-
ship with beloved television star
Fred Rogers (played by Tom
Hanks), debuted in third place
with an estimated $13.5 million.
Thriller “21 Bridges” opened at
fourth, taking in an estimated $9.2
million. The new movie from STX
Films stars Chadwick Boseman as
an NYPD detective who shuts
down all 21 of Manhattan’s bridges
to find two suspected cop killers.

Rounding out the top 10 were:
“Midway” ($4.7 million)
“Playing with Fire” ($4.6 million)
“The Good Liar” ($3.4 million)
“Charlie’s Angels” ($3.2 million)
“Last Christmas” ($3.0 million)
“Joker” ($2.8 million). — AFP  

Afemale superhero will use her powers to fight
sex crimes in India and the stigma that traf-
ficking survivors face, in the third installment

of a comic series due to be released this week.
Priya, a rape survivor-turned superhero who flies
around on a tiger, fought her abusers and helped
acid attack victims in the last two editions of the
“Priya’s Shakti” comic.

“Comics are hugely popular with teenagers and
young adults ... we wanted to reach teenagers
because they are learning about sexuality, gender-
roles and sexual violence,” said series creator and
filmmaker Ram Devineni.

“More importantly, we have given voices and put
attention on survivors of gender-based violence,”
Devineni told the Thomson Reuters Foundation in
an email. Thousands of people across India - largely
poor, rural women and children - are lured to cities
each year by traffickers who promise good jobs, but
sell them into modern day slavery. India recorded
around 3,000 human trafficking cases in 2017,
according to recently released crime data, which
anti-trafficking campaigners said masked the true
scale of the crime.

In the new comic, which can be downloaded for
free from Tuesday, Priya rescues sex trafficking
victims and challenges the communities that refuse
to accept them on their return home. “Priya’s
Shakti” (Priya’s Strength) was the first Indian com-
ic book of its kind when first released in 2014,

using augmented reality to tell the story of a
young, rural woman who is gang-raped and then
shamed by her family and community. In her latest
comic titled “Priya and the Lost Girls”, she returns
to her village where she finds all the women,
including her sister, missing. She then traces them
to a brothel owned by a demon who she must fight
to rescue the women.

Although set in India, the story has global reso-
nance, the creators said. “People in first world
countries think of sex trafficking as a third world
problem. What they don’t realize is, it happens in
their own backyards. It is a global industry making
a lot of money,” the comic book’s writer Dipti
Mehta said. The story was based on research the
creators conducted of brothels in red-light districts
of Kolkata and Mumbai.

“I think as artists and creators it is our social
responsibility to raise awareness and give voice to
those who need it the most,” Mehta said. The
“Priya’s Shakti” series has been downloaded more
than 500,000 times and read by about 26 million
people worldwide, Devineni said. Augmented reality
is being used as a sex education tool in Myanmar,
while Indonesian storytellers are spreading a
‘mighty girls’ message through a series of illustrated
e-books to fight male dominance. — Reuters 

Female comic superhero 
fights India’s sex traffickers

Actresses Idina Menzel, left,
and Kristen Bell are honored
with stars on the Hollywood
Walk of Fame, in Hollywood,

California. — AFP 

he ‘Modern Family’ star
has teamed up with No
B.S. Skin Care for a
new campaign, after

deciding she wanted to “take con-
trol” of what she puts “in and on
her body”. She said: “Staying
healthy is important to me, and
that means taking control of what
I put in and on my body. My
lifestyle detox started with clean
eating, but when I realized how
many toxins were hidden in the
products I used every day, I knew
I had to make a big switch. My
fans wanted in on the process, so
the pressure was on to find some-
thing really good - for me and for
them. “No B.S. resonated with me
because their products are made
with good-for-you ingredients
that actually improve skin health.
My No B.S. regimen has four
powerful basics you can use every
day to clean up your skincare

game. My hope is that everyone
who tries it will feel so good in
their skin that they don’t mind
going makeup-free.” Sarah has
worked with No B.S. Skin Care to
put together a skincare regimen
bundle. Diana Briceno, CEO of No
B.S. Skin Care, added: “Sarah’s
story really resonated with our
team and our brand because like
so many of our customers, she
realized that what she ate, drank,
and used on her skin could con-
tribute to toxins building up her
body. At No B.S., we love sharing
stories like Sarah’s to bring aware-
ness to the importance of clean
beauty ingredients and products.
This is exactly why she is the per-
fect partner to inspire people to
take control of their own health,
and cut out all of the unnecessary,
toxic B.S. they don’t need, starting
with their skin care.”

he 24-year-old model
spent the weekend
hanging out with her
nephews, three-year-

old Saint and six-month-old Psalm
West - her half-sister Kim
Kardashian West’s boys with hus-
band Kanye West - and joked the
tots had made her broody. She
shared a number of photos on
Instagram and, referencing her
friend Fai Khadra, who had taken
the pictures, wrote: “Everyone in
favor of Fai and i starting a family

say ‘I’ (sic)” Her sister Kylie Jenner
- who has 21-month-old daughter
Stormi with Travis Scott - quickly
wrote: “I”, as did her mother Kris
Jenner, who added a heart eye
emoji. Kim - who also has daugh-
ters North, six, and Chicago, 22
months - replied with a series of
exclamation marks Meanwhile,
Gigi Hadid also agreed Kendall
should start a family, while Hailey
Bieber - who is married to Justin
Bieber - was very enthusiastic
about the possibility. Kendall -
who is the only ‘Keeping Up With
the Kardashians’ sibling not to be a
parent - previously joked about
her child-free status. Responding
to a family photo featuring her
nieces and nephews, she also
shared a meme of a woman with a
bag over her head and the caption:
“Pregnancy is in the air. Me:” Last
year, the brunette beauty admitted
it was “weird” her younger sister
Kylie had had children before her.
She said: “It’s obviously a bit weird
that your little sister [Kylie Jenner]
is having a baby before you. I
didn’t expect it to happen like this.
But it’s beautiful.” And while
Kendall is open about her desire to
have kids one day, she’s not rush-
ing into it. She said: “I am ready to
wait. I want to have kids, but at,
like, 28 or 29.”

he 39-year-old reality TV star
- who has kids North, six,
Saint, three, Chicago, 22
months, and five-month-old

Psalm with Kanye West - has revealed she
now agrees with her husband’s views on
children and make-up, having previously
admitted that the issue led to an argument

within their home. Speaking to ‘The
Sunday Project’, Kim shared: “About the
make-up thing, I don’t think a kid should
really be wearing make-up either, you
know.” The brunette beauty also revealed
she’s spoken to various friends and family
members about the issue. She said: “I
think sometimes if you don’t understand a
rule, it is good to learn and ask your
friends. In my case [I asked] my siblings
what they would do.” And according to
Kim, she and Kanye came to an agree-
ment about the make-up issue after she
sought advice on the subject. Kim
explained: “[We] bounce ideas around and
develop a way that we’re going to parent
and rules that we have. And we always
have to stay aligned.” Previously, the reali-
ty TV star admitted that Kanye’s conser-
vative views had creation tension at home
- especially in relation to their eldest child
North and the issue of make-up. She said:
“North is trying to get in on the make-up,
but she’s being blocked heavily because
her dad has stopped all make-up for her
until she is a teenager. “It’s a big discus-
sion, a big fight in the household right now
but it is what’s best. “I think as a parent
you just learn and figure it out as you go
and we realized we didn’t really want her
to wear make-up at a young age but she
sees her mom putting on lipstick and lip
gloss.” — Bang Showbiz
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