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Tottenham banking on Mourinho 
recovering golden touch in Europe

LONDON: Tottenham turned to Jose Mourinho to try and
maintain their status as a Champions League club, but a ter-
rible start to the Premier League season leaves the
Portuguese with a mountain to climb either domestically or
in Europe. Mourinho’s appointment was not a universally
popular one with the Spurs’ support given his past as a two-
time Chelsea manager. He managed to make the right first
impression by securing Tottenham’s first away win in the
Premier League since January with a 3-2 victory at West
Ham on Saturday that was far more comprehensive that the
scoreline suggested.

A vital three points cut the gap between Mourinho’s
men and the top four to nine points, but strong starts from
Liverpool, Leicester, Manchester City and Chelsea mean
one of them will have to falter significantly in the coming
months to open the door to Spurs. The fact that
Mourinho’s deal signed last week reportedly contains a
£2 million bonus for making the top four is an illustration
of how tough a task it will be.

Could winning the Champions League for the first time in
the club’s history actually be Spurs’ best way to secure the
riches and prestige of Europe’s premier club competition for
a fifth consecutive season?

Under Mauricio Pochettino, who was sacked after five-
and-a-half years in charge last week, Tottenham improved
each year in Europe and last season fell just one hurdle short
after a dramatic run to Champions League final.

Despite their dreadful domestic form and a 7-2 thrashing
at home to Bayern Munich last month, Pochettino left with
his side well-placed to reach the last 16 once more.

Victory over Olympiakos in Mourinho’s home debut on
Tuesday will secure their passage into the knockout stages.
“I think we can go and win that match at home and qualify in
the Champions League,” said Mourinho, who has a proud
record of always qualifying from the Champions League

group stages in spells as Porto, Chelsea, Inter Milan, Real
Madrid and Manchester United. A rejuvenated Spurs could
certainly cause problems for some of Europe’s more fancied
sides come the new year as they showed in shocking City
and Ajax on their way to last season’s final.

Mourinho labelled himself “humble” on his return to man-
agement after 11 months out of the game last week, but was
quick to point out in his first media briefing that, unlike
Tottenham, he had never lost a Champions League final. He
has lifted the trophy twice, with Porto and Inter, but the sec-
ond of those successes came 10 seasons ago and there are
questions over whether he is still the man to deliver
Champions League glory.

The 56-year-old has failed to win a single knockout tie in
the Champions League over the past five years. The nadir of
that run came when the negative approach that has often
characterised Mourinho’s sides came undone for Manchester
United against Sevilla in the last 16 of the 2017/18 season.

That style contrasts sharply with the thrilling comebacks
away from home that carried Spurs to the final in June as
they scored three times in Manchester and Amsterdam.
“Before teams just defended and used the counter-attack,
now most of the teams have the courage to play,” said City
manager Pep Guardiola, after seeing a fearless Chelsea
under Frank Lampard go to the Etihad and have secure more
possession than the English champions on Saturday. “Young
managers, they have nothing to lose, go forward and that’s
why the football is nice.”

Attack has tended to beat defence in the latter stages
in recent years with attack-minded Bayern Munich, Real
Madrid, Barcelona and Liverpool the only sides to lift the
Champions League in the past seven seasons. Spurs could
not have chosen a more different approach. Now they
have to see if Mourinho is still capable of Champions
League miracles. — AFP

LONDON: Tottenham Hotspur’s Portuguese head coach Jose Mourinho (2nd R) and Tottenham Hotspur’s assistant
coach Ricardo Formosinho (R) chat as they take a team training session at Tottenham Hotspur’s Enfield Training
Centre, in north London yesterday, ahead of their UEFA Champions League Group B football match against
Olympiakos. — AFP

Mourinho’s deal contains £2 million bonus for making the top four

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

Lokomotiv Moscow v Bayer 04 Leverkusen 20:55

beIN Sports

Galatasaray SK v Club Brugge KV 20:55

beIN Sports 

Real Madrid CF v Paris Saint-Germain 23:00

beIN Sports HD 1

Crvena Zvezda v Bayern Munich 23:00

beIN Sports

Juventus FC v Atletico de Madrid 23:00

beIN Sports HD 3

Atalanta v GNK Dinamo Zagreb 23:00

beIN Sports

Manchester City v Shakhtar Donetsk 23:00

beIN Sports

Tottenham Hotspur v Olympiacos CFP 23:00

beIN Sports

MADRID: Ever Banega’s first-half penalty proved
enough to seal Sevilla a 1-0 win at Real Valladolid
on Sunday as Julen Lopetegui’s men jumped to
third in the  Liga table. Sevilla are  unbeaten in six
league matches since a 4-0 thrashing at Barcelona
last month and trail the reigning champions and
Real Madrid by only one point, although they have
played a game more.

A tight encounter was settled by the only goal
in the 13th minute, as Javi Moyano brought down
former Manchester City winger Nolito and
Argentinian international Banega dispatched the
resulting spot-kick.

Lucas Ocampos of Sevilla was sent off late on
after receiving a second yellow card for time
wasting, but the visitors held on to continue their
excellent start to the season under former Spain
and Real Madrid coach Lopetegui.

Barcelona lead the table on goal difference
ahead of Real Madrid after beating Leganes on
Saturday. Earlier on Sunday, substitute Kenan
Kodro scored a late winner as Athletic Bilbao
claimed a 2-1 victory at Osasuna to move fifth.

The Basque side have taken 10 points from
their last four league games and sit only two
points behind fourth-placed Atletico Madrid.

Inaki Williams put the visitors ahead in the 21st
minute with his third goal of the season, but
Argentinian Ezequiel Avila levelled for Osasuna
with 14 minutes to play.

Inly three minutes later, Bosnian Kodro sealed
all three points for Bilbao on only his second
appearance this term. Chinese forward Wu Lei
scored his first league goal of the campaign to
help Espanyol secure a 1-1 draw against Getafe.

The 28-year-old was prolific in China for
Shanghai SIPG, but has struggled since moving to
Spain in January. Former Newcastle United striker
Joselu scored twice late on as Alaves won 2-0 at
Eibar to take his Liga tally to six goals since leav-
ing St James’ Park in the close season. Iago Aspas
netted a double to help struggling Celta Vigo to a
3-1 victory at Villarreal. —AFP

Banega penalty 
sends Sevilla 
third in La Liga

MILAN: Napoli face a key Champions League match
away to Liverpool tomorrow and there is no end in
sight to the turmoil at the club where the directors still
appear to be at loggerheads with coach Carlo
Ancelotti and his players.

The Gazzetta dello Sport said on Monday that club
president Aurelio De Laurentiis was set to fine his
players one quarter of their monthly wages after they

broke off a week-long training retreat this month,
described by Italian media as a mutiny.

The newspaper added that midfielder Allan, a lynch-
pin of the side over the past five seasons, would be
fined half his salary while the players were also con-
sulting their lawyers. The problem blew up after Di
Laurentiis ordered widely-disliked “ritiro” — a train-
ing camp where the squad are confined to a hotel —
following a 2-1 loss to AS Roma on Nov. 2.

The players refused to return to the camp following
a Champions League match against Salzburg four days
later, prompting the club to announce legal action
against them. A media silence imposed by the club is
now entering its third week and Ancelotti and his play-
ers again refused to talk to reporters following their 1-
1 Serie A draw at AC Milan on Saturday which extend-
ed their winless run to six games in all competitions.

Under UEFA rules, Ancelotti is obliged to give a
news conference in Liverpool  the day before
Wednesday’s match but there was no indication on

Monday that the club were prepared to lift the
embargo. Napoli’s website has given only minimal
details on training sessions and ticketing information
for supporters but no quotes from the squad, mean-
ing the only news has come from leaks to the media.
The muted celebrations which followed Hirving
Lozano’s goal against Milan on Saturday, added to a
generally lacklustre display, suggested that morale is
still at a low. Only a couple of players went over to
congratulate the Mexican and the rest went straight
back to the centre circle.

Former Juventus coach Massimiliano Allegri was
spotted in the stands at San Siro on Saturday, leading
to the inevitable speculation that he is being lined up
for the Napoli job should they lose to Liverpool.

Amid the chaos, Napoli, who began the season with
the stated aim of ending Juventus’ run of eight succes-
sive Serie A titles, have now dropped to seventh and, if
the slump continues, will finish outside the top five for
the first time since 2010. — Reuters

No end in sight to 
Napoli turmoil 
as Liverpool 
clash looms

Salah among 30 
nominees for top 
African award
JOHANNESBURG: Trophy-holder Mohamed Salah
is among 30 nominees named Sunday for the 2019
African Player of the Year award. He is one of 10
English Premier League stars to make the list, which
includes his Liverpool teammates Sadio Mane and
Naby Keita.

There are two each from Arsenal (Pierre-Emerick
Aubameyang and Nicolas Pepe) and Crystal Palace
(Jordan Ayew and Wilfried Zaha). Riyad Mahrez
(Manchester City), Wilfred Ndidi (Leicester City)
and Mahmoud ‘Trezeguet’ Hassan (Aston Villa) com-
plete the contenders from the Premier League.

A further 12 nominees come from other European
leagues — France (three), Belgium, Italy, Netherlands
(two each) and Germany, Portugal and Spain (one
each). Of the other eight contenders for an award
introduced in 1970, five play for Asian clubs and
three are based in Africa.

Egyptian Salah is seeking a Player of the Year hat-
trick, but may be pipped for first place this time by
Senegalese Mane, who is having an outstanding sea-
son with Liverpool. Mane also helped Senegal reach
the 2019 Africa Cup of Nations final, which they lost
1-0 to Algeria in Cairo.

Other former African Player of the Year winners in
contention are Mahrez, who captained Algeria to

their first Cup of Nations tit le since 1990, and
Aubameyang.

Madagascar, who took African by storm when
reaching the Cup of Nations quarter-finals last July,
are among five challengers for the national team
award. A surprise nominee for Club Player of the
Year is winger Meschak Elia from the Democratic

Republic of Congo club Tout Puissant Mazembe.
He recently received a worldwide one-year ban

for falsifying his age while seeking a transfer to
Swiss club Young Boys. The winners of the various
men’s and women’s awards will be announced at a
ceremony in the Egyptian resort of Hurghada on
January 7. — AFP

LONDON: File photo shows Liverpool’s Egyptian midfielder Mohamed Salah (C) takes his place on the bench for the
English Premier League football match between Crystal Palace and Liverpool at Selhurst Park in south London on
November 23, 2019. —AFP

BERLIN: Hoffenheim missed out on an opportunity to
move into the Bundesliga’s top four on Sunday, suffer-
ing a heavy 5-1 home defeat by a Mainz side playing
under newly appointed coach Achim Beierlorzer.

The hosts failed to win for the first time in five games
as the visitors moved out of the relegation zone to 13th
spot with only their third victory of the campaign.
Beierlorzer, who was sacked by struggling Cologne
nine days before taking over at the Opel Arena on
November 18, started his reign successfully despite
Ridle Baku’s first-half red card as Cameroon midfielder
Pierre Kunde Malong scored twice to open his account
for the season. Levin Oeztunali claimed the first goal of

proceedings on 33 minutes before his midfield partner
Baku was dismissed seconds before the break for a
studs-up challenge on the home side’s Sebastian Rudy.

Mainz continued to attack in the second half, pep-
pering the Hoffenheim box until an own goal from Pavel
Kaderabek in the 52nd minute doubled their lead.

Kunde tapped in for his first of the season 10 min-
utes later before Andrej Kramaric claimed a consolation
effort for the home side in the 83rd minute. Jean-Paul
Boetius snuffed out any chance of a comeback in the
90th minute, however, scoring on the break to make it
4-1 and Kunde added his second two minutes later to
complete the rout.

Mainz coach Beierlorzer praised sacked former boss
Sandro Schwarz, dedicating the victory to him. “It was
an amazing achievement,”  Beierlorzer said. “Sandro
deserves a very, very large share of it. It’s guaranteed
that the team fought for him today and brought home
the victory.”

Earlier on Sunday, goalkeeper Rune Jarstein was
sent off as Hertha Berlin continued to stutter, losing 4-0
at Augsburg. Hertha lost a fifth straight game and slid
below Augsburg after Philipp Max, Sergio Cordova,
Andre Hahn and Florian Niederlechner scored for the
hosts. Hertha are just a point above the relegation zone.

Left-back Max opened the scoring for the Bavarians
in the 18th minute with a free-kick but the turning point
came 10 minutes later. Jarstein earned a red card with a
studs-up challenge on Niederlechner. Cordova claimed
the home side’s second in the process.

Substitute Hahn added a third in the 52nd minute
with a superb curling strike from the edge of the box.
Niederlechner bagged his side’s fourth in the 79th
minute. “The disappointment is understandably big, we
have to digest that first,” said Hertha captain Niklas
Stark. “There were so many things we did which you
just can’t do while playing away in the Bundesliga. “We
simply have to do better.” Earlier on Sunday, Borussia
Dortmund’s squad were booed and jeered when they
appeared at the side’s annual general meeting, with fans
screaming “shame on you”.

Coach Lucien Favre is under pressure as Dortmund,
expected to challenge for the title after an ambitious
close-season recruitment drive, languish in sixth after a
draw to lowly Paderborn on Friday.

On Saturday, managerless Bayern Munich closed
the gap at the top of the table to just a point with a
4-0 romp at Fortuna Duesseldorf as leaders Borussia
Moenchengladbach suffered a shock 2-0 loss at
Union Berlin. — AFP

Hoffenheim waste 
chance to go
fourth after
Mainz hammering


