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Boeing design flaw a factor in 
Lion Air crash: Indonesia probe

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has confirmed it detained
the father of a prominent activist who has fled the
country, in an incident that’s fueled fears of a
clampdown on dissent and sparked condemnation
from the United States. “Prof Mohammad Ismail
has been detained by the law enforcement author-
ities in Peshawar in a case of cybercrime as per
our laws,” Foreign Ministry spokesman
Mohammad Faisal said on Twitter. 

“Being a citizen of Pakistan, Prof Ismail is enti-
tled to due process and right of defense provided
in the Constitution”. Ismail had been taken away
by unknown men on Thursday outside a court in
Peshawar, a western city near the border with
Afghanistan, according to his daughter Gulalai
Ismail, a women’s rights activist who fled to the
United States and is seeking asylum.

Rabia Mehmood, a Pakistan researcher for
Amnesty International, tweeted that he was in the
custody of the cybercrime wing of the Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA). Alice Wells, US assis-
tant secretary of state for South and Central Asia,
expressed concern over “reports of the continued
harassment of Gulalai Ismail’s family, and her
father’s detention today”. She tweeted that the
United States called on Pakistan to “uphold citi-
zens’ rights to peaceful assembly, expression, and
due process”.

On Friday, Ismail tweeted a copy of what she
said was the initial investigation report showing
that her father had been accused of “hate speech
and false information against Government institu-
tions of Pakistan”. FIA officials had no immediate
comment. A senior Pakistani security source who
spoke to AFP over WhatsApp said: “We (have)
nothing to do with this.” Gulalai Ismail is an inter-
national award-winning activist who has champi-
oned the rights of Pakistani girls in a deeply patri-
archal country.

She has spoken out against sexual violence and
disappearances allegedly carried out by the army
in northwestern Pakistan - a red line for the pow-
erful security establishment which has run the
country for much of its history. Fearing for her life,
she went on the run for four months before turn-
ing up in the United States in September. She told
AFP during an interview in Washington last month
that she feared for her parents, saying they have
become socially isolated, with security forces
interrogating anyone who so much as texts them.

Mehmood tweeted that the couple had “contin-
uously been harassed by the law enforcement
agencies” through late night raids, surveillance
and false cases. A witness told Ismail her father
“was dragged into the vehicle while being physi-
cally tortured & abused”, she tweeted. “I knew
they wouldn’t spare me... but I hadn’t imagined
them persecuting my elderly parents,” she added
later. Rights watchdogs have long warned of a
shrinking space for dissent in Pakistan, one of the
most dangerous places in the world for activists
and journalists.

They can face abductions, torture, even killings
if they cross red lines that a journalism watchdog
last year said had been “quietly, but effectively”
set by the army. That can include social media and
online posts. In 2016 a controversial law was
passed that prohibits posts that are deemed to
compromise state security or offend anything
from “the glory of Islam” to non-defined notions
of “decency and morality”. Activists have warned
previously that it could be abused as a tool of
repression. — AFP 
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Nepal gang-rape
victim sees attackers
convicted after
years-long battle
KATHMANDU: A Nepali woman who was gang
raped as a child finally saw her attackers convicted
this week after a years-long legal battle that took
her to the country’s highest court, but said she was
still waiting for compensation for her ordeal. Pooja
Bohara was dragged into a bathroom and raped in
2012 when she was 14, a case that made headlines
and triggered anger across the Himalayan nation.

On Thursday, the Supreme Court found two men
guilty of gang rape, four years after a lower court
acquitted them citing a lack of evidence. The two
men now face a jail sentence of up to 19 years, but
Bohara, who was stigmatized and was ostracized
even by some of her own relatives after she report-
ed the attack, said that did not amount to justice.

“Does just sending two men to jail mean justice
to me?” she said in a brief telephone interview with
the Thomson Reuters Foundation. “I should also get
compensation.” Bohara left her village in remote
western Nepal after the attack and was given shel-
ter by the charity Raksha Nepal, which helps sexu-
ally exploited girls and women. Since then she has
embarked on a law degree, saying she wanted to
become a judge to help other victims get justice,
and is now in her final year.

Menuka Thapa, who heads Raksha Nepal, said
Bohara was granted compensation after her
attackers were convicted for the first time, but the
payment got held up by their appeal. She wel-
comed the Supreme Court verdict, saying it
showed there was “rule of law” in Nepal. “This has
raised hopes that even poor and ordinary victims
like Pooja can get justice,” said Thapa. An average
of three rapes is reported in Nepal every day, but
the real number is likely much higher, according to
Human Rights Watch.

In recent years greater media attention,
protests by civil society groups and changes in
some government policies have helped embolden
women and raise awareness about their rights,
say campaigners. Earlier this month, Nepal’s par-
liament speaker resigned to allow an investigation
into a rape accusation against him. Yet the con-
viction rate for crimes against women remains
low at about 5% as many victims do not testify
for fear of the stigma associated with rape, said
Thapa of Raksha Nepal. — Reuters

JAKARTA: Boeing, acting without adequate oversight
from US regulators, failed to grasp risks in the design of
cockpit software on its 737 MAX airliner, sowing the
seeds for a Lion Air crash that also involved errors by air-
line workers and crew, Indonesian investigators found. The
fatal crash, followed within five months by another at
Ethiopian Airlines, led to a global grounding of the Boeing
737 MAX and a crisis for the world’s biggest planemaker,
which this week ousted its commercial airplanes chief.

In its final report into the Oct 29, 2018, Lion Air crash
that killed all 189 people on board, Indonesia made recom-
mendations to Boeing, the airline, the US Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) and other agencies. Indonesian reg-
ulators criticized the design of the anti-stall system known
as MCAS, which automatically pushed the plane’s nose
down, leaving pilots fighting for control. “The design and
certification of the MCAS did not adequately consider the
likelihood of loss of control of the aircraft,” the report said.

Boeing has been working on a redesign of MCAS
although it has yet to certified by the FAA. The report also
said “deficiencies” in the flight crew’s communication and
manual control of the aircraft contributed to the crash, as
did alerts and distractions in the cockpit. The accident had
been caused by a complex chain of events, Indonesian air
accident investigator Nurcahyo Utomo told reporters at a
news conference, repeatedly declining to be drawn on
providing a single dominant cause.

“From what we know, there are nine things that con-
tributed to this accident,” he said. “If one of the nine hadn’t
occurred, maybe the accident wouldn’t have occurred.”
During the flight, the first officer was unable to quickly
identify a checklist in a handbook or perform tasks he
should have had memorized, it said, adding that he had also
performed poorly in training exercises. The captain did not
properly brief the first officer when handing over control
just before the plane entered a fatal dive, it also said.

The report noted that according to the cockpit voice
recorder, the first officer told the captain the flight was not
in his initial schedule and he had been called at 4 a.m. to be

informed of the revision, while the captain said he had the
flu. A critical angle of attack (AOA) sensor providing data
to the MCAS anti-stall system had been miscalibrated by
Florida-based Xtra Aerospace without the recommended
equipment, the report said, and there were strong indica-
tions that it was not tested during installation by Lion Air
maintenance staff.

The FAA, also faulted by the report for its oversight of
Xtra, formally revoked the maintenance firm’s repair sta-
tion certificate following the report’s publication. Xtra
responded in a statement that it had been cooperating
closely with the FAA “and though we have reached a set-
tlement with the FAA, we respectfully disagree with the
agency’s findings.” The company noted the FAA action
was separate from the Indonesia’s “investigation and
report of the Lion Air Boeing 737 Max accident and is not
an indication that Xtra was responsible for the accident.”

Lion Air should have grounded the jet following faults
on earlier flights, the investigators also found, adding that
31 pages were missing from the airline’s October mainte-
nance logs. A Lion Air spokesman said the crash was an
“unthinkable tragedy” and it was essential to take immedi-
ate corrective actions to ensure a similar accident never
occurred again. Boeing said in a statement that it was
addressing Indonesia’s safety recommendations and taking
actions to enhance the safety of the 737 MAX. Saying it
mourned with Lion Air, the manufacturer promised to learn
from the crash.

The FAA said it welcomed the report’s recommenda-
tions and would carefully consider them and all others as it
continued to review Boeing’s proposed changes to the 737
MAX. Indonesia may require pilots receive simulator
training before the plane returns to service as earlier com-
puter-based training covering differences between the 737
MAX and prior 737 NG model was insufficient, Director
General of Civil Aviation Polana Pramesti said on Friday.

Investigations
Boeing faces a slew of investigations by regulators, US

Congress, and the Department of Justice over its develop-
ment of the 737 MAX, its previously best-selling work-
horse for short-haul travel. Boeing last month settled the
first claims stemming from the Lion Air crash, a US plain-
tiffs’ lawyer said. Three other sources told Reuters that

families of those killed would receive at least $1.2 million
each. The manufacturer is separately facing around 100
lawsuits over the Ethiopian Airlines crash on March 10
which killed all 157 people on board the flight from Addis
Ababa to Nairobi. — Reuters

Most of the 39 UK 
truck victims likely 
from Vietnam
YEN THANH: Most of the 39 people found dead in the
back of a truck near London were likely from Vietnam, a
local priest from the rural, rice-growing community where
many of the victims are believed to have come from, said
yesterday. The bodies were discovered on Wednesday
after emergency services were alerted to people in a truck
container on an industrial site in Grays, about 32 km east
of central London.

Police said initially they believed the dead were Chinese
but Beijing said the nationalities had not yet been confirmed.
Chinese and Vietnamese officials are now both working
closely with British police, the two countries’ embassies
have said. Father Anthony Dang Huu Nam, a Catholic priest
in the remote town of Yen Thanh in northern-central
Vietnam’s Nghe An province, 300 km south of Hanoi, told
Reuters he was liaising with family members of the victims.

“The whole district is covered in sorrow,” Nam said, as
prayers for the dead rang out over loudspeakers through-
out the misty, rain-soaked town yesterday. “This is a catas-
trophe for our community.” Yesterday evening, Nam led
around 500 worshippers in prayers for the dead as they
held lit candles in the modest, white-walled church in Yen
Thanh. “We are here to pray for justice and peace, and for
the victims of society. We pray for the 39 people who lost
their lives on the way to the UK. They are people coming
from central Vietnam, our land,” Nam said.

Nam said families told him they knew relatives were
travelling to Britain at the time the container truck was
been travelling, and had been unable to contact their loved
ones. Vietnam’s Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan Phuc
ordered government officials to help establish the identi-
ties of the victims and look into cases of Vietnamese citi-
zens sent abroad illegally. British police declined to elabo-
rate on why they first identified the dead as Chinese, and
said they would not give more details about the identities
or nationalities of the victims until the formal identification
process had taken place.

‘Beautiful day’
In Yen Thanh, Nghe An province, dozens of worried rel-

atives of 19-year-old Bui Thi Nhung gathered in the fami-
ly’s small courtyard home where her worried mother has
been unable to rise from her bed. “She said she was in
France and on the way to the UK, where she has friends
and relatives,” said Nhung’s cousin, Hoang Thi Linh. “We
are waiting and hoping it’s not her among the victims, but
it’s very likely. We pray for her every day. There were two
people from my village travelling in that group”.

In comments under a photo uploaded to Nhung’s
Facebook account on Monday, two days before the
doomed truck was discovered, one friend asked how her

journey was going. “Not good,” Nhung replied. “Almost
spring,” she said, using a term in Vietnamese meaning she
had almost reached her destination. Other photos on her
account show her sightseeing in Brussels on Oct 18. “Such
a beautiful day,” Nhung posted. Another person who may
have died is Nguyen Dinh Tu, who had been working ille-
gally in Romania, and Germany, where he lost his job.

A few months ago, he asked his wife Hoang Thi Thuong
to help him raise 11,000 pounds ($14,000) to cover the
cost of an illicit trip from Germany to the United Kingdom.
“I lost contact with him on October 21,” Thuong said. “I
have a big debt to pay, no hope, and no energy to do any-
thing”. Tu’s father said relatives in the United Kingdom had
told him that Tu was inside the truck, and had been plan-
ning to pick him up. “They were supposed to pick him up
at the drop-off point but they called and said Tu was in
that truck,” Tu’s father, Nguyen Dinh Sat said. “I haven’t
heard anything from my son”.

How the victims came to be in the truck is not yet
known. Police are questioning the 25-year-old driver of
the truck on suspicion of murder. On Friday, police said
they had also arrested three other people suspected of
conspiracy to traffic people and manslaughter. Some 70%
of Vietnamese trafficking cases in the United Kingdom
between 2009-2016 were for labor exploitation, including
cannabis production and work in nail bars, according to a
British government report last year. “Women and girls
from rural areas are also considered more susceptible to
trafficking,” the report said.

Nghe An is one of Vietnam’s poorest provinces, and
home to many victims of human trafficking who end up in
Europe, according to a March report by the Pacific Links
Foundation, a US-based anti-trafficking organization.
Other victims are believed to come from the neighboring
province of Ha Tinh, Father Nam said. In the first eight
months of this year, 41,790 people left Ha Tinh looking
for work elsewhere, including overseas, according to
state media. — Reuters

TOKYO: Rescuers worked by hand to clear
debris from a landslide triggered by heavy
rains in central Japan yesterday, as the toll
from the storms rose to 10 dead with a fur-
ther three people reportedly missing. Aerial
footage showed emergency workers remov-
ing wreckage from two houses that were
swept away in Chiba, southeast of Tokyo, just
two weeks after a deadly typhoon barreled
through the area. Nine people were killed by
landslides and floods in the region, including
two elderly men found dead in submerged
cars, officials and news reports said.

A woman in her 40s was found dead near
the coast in eastern Fukushima, according
to a fire department official. Police divers
were deployed to search for those unac-
counted for, with public broadcaster NHK
putting the number of missing at three.

Thousands of people were forced to spend
the night in Narita airport after train servic-
es were suspended, it added. “Water was
flowing in my garden like a river,” a 75-
year-old man told NHK. “Rain was heavier
than during the typhoon.”

Two weeks ago, Typhoon Hagibis
slammed into the east coast of Japan,
killing more than 80 people. Many river
banks and levees that were breached dur-
ing Hagibis have yet to be repaired. The
rescue effort received some relief when
the Japan Meteorological Agency down-
graded warnings of landslides and floods
as rains eased yesterday morning in many
regions. Non-mandatory evacuation
orders were also lifted in many areas,
although 1,800 people were still in shel-
ters, NHK reported. — AFP 

IWAKI: Damaged trees move along a flooded river after heavy rain in Iwaki city,
Fukushima prefecture. — AFP 

GRAYS: Police officers drive away a lorry, with black plas-
tic visible at the rear, in which 39 dead bodies were dis-
covered sparking a murder investigation at Waterglade
Industrial Park in Grays, east of London. — AFP 

JAKARTA: Indonesia’s National Transportation Safety Committee (KNKT) investigator Nurcahyo Utomo (2nd left)
briefs journalists during a press conference on the final report of the Lion Air flight 610 crash yesterday. — AFP 

Rescuers hunt for the missing as 
landslides, floods kill 10 in Japan


