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Council Resolution 2254. He praised recent formation
of the “constitutional committee”, hoping that it would
hold the first meeting in Geneva on October 30, while
stressing on the territorial sanctity and unity of the
Syrian territories, rejecting any attack on these lands.

For the sake of bolstering security and stability in
the Middle East region and partaking in efforts for rein-
forcing international peace and security, Kuwait had
hosted the UN-sponsored inter-Yemeni consultations
for 100 days, hoping to seek implementation of the
Stockholm accord and aspiring to re-host another
round of negotiations designed to end with a final set-

tlement to the Yemeni crisis according to the agreed
upon three references, he said.

Regarding Libya, Kuwait renews its support for the
UN envoy in his efforts namely his bid to group the
stakeholders at a convention to be held in Berlin at the
end of this month. In conclusion, Kuwait renews its
support and commitment to NAM’s principles and
goals, collective coordination to meet member aspira-
tions of the member states’ peoples for bolstering
security and stability and attaining the aspired global
prosperity. 

The NAM event was held under the slogan
‘Upholding the Bandung Principles to ensure concerted
and adequate response to the challenges of contempo-
rary world.’ The Kuwait’s delegation consists of Kuwaiti
Ambassador to Azerbaijan Saud Al-Roumi, Deputy
Assistant Minister for the Affairs of Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled’s Office Ambassador Saleh Al-Lougani and oth-
er officials from the Kuwaiti foreign ministry. — KUNA
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while setting fire to a local official’s home, a police
source told AFP. The previous night, 12 protesters died
in Diwaniyah while setting fire to the headquarters of
the powerful Badr organization. Top Hashed command-
ers have threatened “revenge” after their offices were
attacked, and denounced those they said aimed at sow-
ing “discord and chaos” in the country. 

In a bid to contain the violence security forces have
announced curfews across most of Iraq’s southern
provinces - but brief protests nevertheless took place
in Diwaniyah, Nasiriyah, Babylon and Najaf. In the
southern port city of Basra, protesters failed to come
out in large numbers after security forces strictly
enforced a curfew. 

The Hashed was founded in 2014 to fight the Islamic
State group but its factions have since been ordered to
incorporate into the state security services. “Public
anger is directed at them in addition to governorate
councils, for they were the obvious face of ‘the
regime’,” wrote Harith Hasan, a senior fellow at the
Carnegie Middle East Center. But the attacks could also
hint at political rivalries between the Hashed and pop-
ulist cleric Moqtada Al-Sadr, who has thrown his
weight behind the demonstrations. 

“The Sadrists, especially in their traditional strong-
holds such as Missan, saw this an opportunity to act
against competing militias,” such as Asaib Ahl al-Haq,
Badr, and Kataeb Hezbollah, Hasan said on Twitter. The
United Nations yesterday said it was “tragic” to see
renewed violence but also warned against “armed
spoilers”. “Armed entities sabotaging the peaceful
demonstrations, eroding the government’s credibility

and ability to act, cannot be tolerated,” said the UN top
official in Iraq, Jeanine Hennis-Plasschaert. 

Protesters gathered in Baghdad’s emblematic Tahrir
(Liberation) Square yesterday morning despite efforts
by riot police to clear them with tear gas. “It’s enough
- theft, looting, gangs, mafias, deep state, whatever.
Get out! Let us see a (functioning) state,” said one
protester, referring to perceived cronyism and corrup-
tion in the country. “We don’t want anything, just let us
live,” he added as puffs of smoke from tear gas rose
behind him.

Oil-rich Iraq is OPEC’s second-highest producer -
but one in five people live below the poverty line and
youth unemployment sits at 25 percent, according to
the World Bank. About 60 percent of Iraq’s 40-million-
strong population is under the age of 25. The stagger-
ing rates of joblessness and allegations of corruption
sparked the widespread protests on Oct 1 and the gov-
ernment has struggled to quell public anger by propos-
ing reforms.

Prime Minister Adel Abdel Mahdi has suggested a
laundry list of measures, including hiring drives,
increased pensions and a cabinet reshuffle. New edu-
cation and health ministers were approved by parlia-
ment in a session earlier this month, the only time it was
able to meet since protests began. But a scheduled
meeting of parliament yesterday to discuss the renewed
protests failed to take due to a lack of quorum.

Protesters so far have seemed unimpressed by the
government’s efforts. “They told young people: ‘go
home, we’ll give you pensions and come up with a
solution’. They tricked us,” said one of the rare woman
protesters on Saturday, her young son at her side.
They have even directed some of their anger at Sadr
and country’s top Shiite religious authority, Grand
Ayatollah Ali Al-Sistani, who is deeply revered among
most Iraqis, “Sadr, Sistani - this is a shame,” a protest-
er in Tahrir said yesterday. “We were hit! It’s enough,”
he said, waving a tear gas canister fired earlier by
security forces.  — AFP 
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the so-called Islamic State (IS) extremist group and
the Kurdish YPG militia.

Turkey has repeatedly criticized US support to the
YPG, who spearheaded the fight against IS under the
Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) banner. For Ankara,
the YPG is as dangerous as the Kurdistan Workers’
Party (PKK), blacklisted as a terror group by Turkey
and its Western allies. Erdogan also urged the interna-
tional community to support establishing a “safe zone”
for some of the 3.6 million Syrian refugees in Turkey.

“If there is no support for the projects we are devel-
oping for between one and two million in the first stage
for their return, we will have no option but to open our
doors, and let them go to Europe,” he warned. After
similar threats were accused of being blackmail,
Erdogan insisted he was “not blackmailing anyone” but
“putting forward a solution”.

Earlier this month, Turkey and the US reached an
agreement on the YPG’s withdrawal from a 120-kilome-
tre zone between Tal Abyad and Ras al-Ain following
Ankara’s operation supporting Syrian proxies against
the Kurdish fighters, which began on Oct 9. The US said
this had been completed within five days and in return,
Ankara agreed to halt its offensive.

But Erdogan yesterday said the US was unable to

“clean the area” of the YPG. “They sent us a written
statement saying they had cleared the area after 120
hours, but unfortunately, they could not clean the area,”
Erdogan said. The Turkish defense ministry earlier yes-
terday said there had been “harassment and attacks
with mortars and sniper shootings” by the YPG in the
120-km area during reconnaissance-surveillance and
clearing activities.

Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu earlier
yesterday said a German suggestion for an internation-
al force to establish a “safe zone” in northern Syria was
not realistic. Speaking at a press conference in Ankara
alongside his German counterpart Heiko Maas,
Cavusoglu said: “At this point, we don’t find it really
realistic.”

Earlier this week, German Defense Minister
Annegret Kramp-Karrenbauer suggested a “security
zone” could allow international forces, including
European troops, to resume the fight against IS as well
as to “stabilise the region”. Maas also appeared to pour
cold water on Kramp-Karrenbauer’s idea, saying that
he and Cavusoglu “had no time for issues of a theoreti-
cal nature because the people in Syria don’t have time
for theoretical debates”. “We are told by everyone that
this is not a realistic proposal,” Maas added.

Maas represents Merkel’s junior, center-left coalition
partners the SPD, while Kramp-Karrenbauer is leader
of the chancellor’s conservative CDU party. The
German government has been sharply divided over
Kramp-Karrenbauer’s plan. The commander of Kurdish
forces in Syria has welcomed the plan, as has the US,
but so far it has gained little further traction and few
details are available. —AFP
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Zuckerberg defended the inclusion of partners some
criticize as politically partisan such as the right-wing
outlet Breitbart, saying the news tab “needs to have a
diversity of views”. Facebook said it would begin an
initial test rollout which would “showcase local original
reporting” from publications in major cities including
New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, Dallas, Philadelphia,
Houston, Washington, Miami, Atlanta and Boston. Topic
sections will include business, entertainment, health,
science and technology, and sports.

The move represents Facebook’s effort to reboot its
relationship with news organizations, many of which
have been critical of the platform for failing to curb the
spread of misinformation and for taking much of the
online ad revenue. The plan notably brings together
Facebook and Rupert Murdoch’s News Corp. Thomson,
the News Corp CEO who last year denounced what he
called a “dysfunctional” online landscape that made it
hard for publishers to thrive, welcomed the Facebook
initiative in the joint appearance with Zuckerberg. “It is
a powerful precedent that will echo around editorial

departments,” said Thomson, whose company includes
the Wall Street Journal. “It begins to change the terms
of trade for quality journalism.”

Northeastern University professor Dan Kennedy
said the tab could help Facebook users  distinguish
between misinformation and professional news. “Less
savvy news consumers might not be able to tell the dif-
ference between exaggerated or fake viral news and
real journalism from respected news organizations,”
Kennedy said. “So this should help a lot.”

But Kennedy said it could be problematic that
Facebook may only be paying the richest media organi-
zations, increasing woes for small, local outlets. Ken
Paulson, a former USA Today editor who now heads the
Free Speech Center at Middle Tennessee State
University, agreed that the initiative will promote better
content. “My long-term hope for the news business is
that more consumers will recognize the difference
between quality and chaos and be willing to pay for the
good stuff,” Paulson said.

University of Oregon journalism professor Damian
Radcliffe noted that Facebook users currently “bump
into” news in their feed, as opposed to actively seeking
it out. He said the project raises “important questions
here about how transparent the story selection process
will be, and what Facebook is effectively saying about
news which sits outside of the tab. Does that means it’s
deemed less trustworthy?”  — AFP 
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We have alternatives. We have noble and uncorrupt
people,” who can govern.  Main roads remained closed
across the country yesterday morning, as the army tried
to reopen key routes. The General Security agency -
one of Lebanon’s top three security bodies - said it has
started to implement a plan to open key roads. An army
spokesman told AFP that security forces would negoti-
ate with protesters, without resorting to violence. 

But troops clashed with residents of the Beddawi
area near the northern port city of Tripoli as they were
trying to close a main road, according to the state-run
National News Agency. A medical source in the area
told AFP that at least four people were wounded by live
fire and seven others in confrontations with the army.
Soldiers fired rubber bullets in the air after being hit
with fireworks and stones, according to the spokesman. 

Northeast of Beirut, dozens of demonstrators formed
a human chain to prevent the army from removing a dirt
berm blocking a seaside road. In central Beirut, they sat
cross-legged on a key artery that connects the capital
to its suburbs and surrounding regions. Demonstrators
who had slept in tents near Martyrs Square, said they
were still defiant. “We will stay on the streets,” said
Rabih Al-Zein, a 34-year-old from the Shiite stronghold
of Tyre in southern Lebanon. “The power of the people
is stronger than the power of the parties,” he told AFP.

Lebanon’s largely sectarian political parties have
been wrong-footed by the cross-communal nature of
the mostly peaceful protests. Waving Lebanese flags
rather than the partisan colors normally paraded at

demonstrations, protesters have been demanding the
resignation of all of Lebanon’s political leaders. “All of
them means all,” has been a popular slogan.

In attempts to calm the anger, Prime Minister Saad
Hariri has pushed through a package of economic
reforms, while President Michel Aoun suggested bank-
ing secrecy should be lifted from the accounts of high-
ranking officials. Ministers and lawmakers affiliated with
the president’s Free Patriotic Movement are set to lift
banking secrecy from their own accounts next week,
according to an FPM statement. 

In recent days, loyalists of Hezbollah and the FPM
have mobilized counter-demonstrations across the
country, sparking scuffles with demonstrators and jour-
nalists. The Iran-backed Hezbollah is a member of
Lebanon’s ruling coalition and represented in govern-
ment. But it is considered a terrorist organization by
Israel and the United States, and the only movement not
to have disarmed after Lebanon’s 15-year civil war.

Hundreds of its supporters gathered in the group’s
strongholds in Beirut’s southern suburbs and the south-
ern cities of Nabatiyeh and Tyre after Nasrallah’s
speech, brandishing party flags. In Nabatiyeh yesterday,
dozens of anti-government demonstrators returned to
the streets, with a protester saying he was counting on
the army and security forces to protect them from party
loyalists. In a suburb north of Beirut, dozens of FPM loy-
alists staged a counter demonstration to express their
support for the embattled president. 

Lebanon endured a devastating civil war that ended
in 1990 and many of its current political leaders are
former commanders of wartime militias, most of them
recruited on sectarian lines. Persistent deadlock
between them has stymied efforts to tackle the deteri-
orating economy, while the eight-year war in neigh-
boring Syria has compounded the crisis. More than a
quarter of Lebanon’s population lives in poverty, the
World Bank says.  — AFP 
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NEW YORK: Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg and News Corp CEO Robert Thompson speak about the new
Facebook News feature at the Paley Center for Media on Friday. — AFP 

KUWAIT: Lightning strikes near the Kuwait Towers during a thunderstorm yesterday. — KUNA 


