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Players-only meeting
helps Astros get 
their groove back
WASHINGTON: A players-only meeting helped
the Houston Astros solidify their confidence in one
another after two shock home losses, setting up a
Friday victory in the World Series to rejuvenate
their championship chances.

The Astros beat Washington 4-1 to pull within 2-
1 in the best-of-seven Major League Baseball final
with games four and five in Washington tonite and
tomorrow.

“It kind of re-establishes us,” Astros manager
A.J. Hinch said. “They threw a big punch at us in the
beginning of this series. “We’ve got enough experi-
ence and enough feel about how series go that we
knew (if) we win today, get a little bit of mojo back
on our side, a little bit of momentum, start to swing
the bats a little bit better, it was a huge win to sort
of re-energize us.”

At the heart of the triumph was an airing of con-
cerns everyone on the team was feeling after falling
behind 2-0 with home defeats, a hole only three
teams have ever escaped from to win the title.

“Some guys said some things I think a lot of us
maybe were thinking in our heads but it’s some-
times nice to hear them out loud,” Astros relief
pitcher Will Harris said. “The biggest thing was we
didn’t want anybody feeling sorry for themselves
coming in here because that’s not going to accom-
plish anything. That was the message.”

The Astros, seeking their second title in three
seasons, knew no club has ever won a World Series
after falling behind 3-0. “Every man in there was
aware of where we were and understood that to do
your job today as well as you could was very impor-
tant,” Harris said. “A lot of energy in our dugout and
we expect to carry that over to tomorrow.

“We believe in each other in there.” Four-time
All-Star outfielder Michael Brantley, who singled in
two runs, said the team meeting let leaders seize
the moment. “We have a lot of veteran leaders in
our locker room that have been here before, a lot of
guys that played in the World Series and know
what it takes,” Brantley said.

“We have a lot of faith in each other, a lot of confi-
dence in one another. Just wanted to make sure we
know we still had it, were still going to play as a team.
“This is a team effort. Everyone is picking up one
another regardless of who is at the plate or what’s
going on. We’ve got to come out and play a good
game tomorrow, set the tone and play as a team.”

Houston’s 24-year-old Mexican rookie right-
hander Jose Urquidy — who has allowed one run in
4 1/3 innings over two playoff games — will start
Saturday’s game four, in which the Astros are
expected to dig deep into their bullpen against
Nationals left-hander Patrick Corbin.

“Just right now after the game ended the manag-
er told me I was going to have the ball,” Urquidy
said. “I’m living the dream. I’m very happy. Very few
Mexicans have had this opportunity. I’ll try to take
advantage of it as much as possible. “I know they
are very good hitters. They attack very good. I’ll
give it my best stuff, pitch by pitch.” —AFP

NEW ORLEANS: Luka Doncic had a triple-double,
and the Dallas Mavericks held off host the New Orleans
Pelicans 123-116 on Friday night to improve to 2-0 on
the season. Doncic, the reigning NBA Rookie of the
Year who had 34 points to lead the Mavericks to a sea-
son-opening win against Washington two nights earlier,
finished with 25 points, 10 rebounds and 10 assists.
Kristaps Porzingis added 24 points, Delon Wright
scored 20 off the bench and Jalen Brunson had 14.
Brandon Ingram scored 25 as the Pelicans fell to 0-2 in
a season that began with the news that top draft choice
Zion Williamson will miss six to eight weeks because of
arthroscopic knee surgery. Derrick Favors and Josh
Hart scored 16 each, Lonzo Ball added 15 and Frank
Jackson 10.

NUGGETS 108, SUNS 107 (OT)
Nikola Jokic had 23 points, 14 rebounds and 12

assists, Jamal Murray added 27 points and seven
rebounds, and host Denver hung on to beat Phoenix in
overtime. Murray scored the game-winning points from
the free-throw line with fewer than 20 seconds to play.
Malik Beasley tallied 17 points, and Gary Harris and
Jerami Grant had 13 points each for the Nuggets, who
had the league’s best record (34-7) at home a season
ago. Kelly Oubre Jr. had 23 points and eight rebounds
before fouling out, Frank Kaminsky had 19 points and 11
rebounds, and Devin Booker scored 18 for the Suns, but
his game-tying attempt was blocked in the final sec-
onds. Aron Baynes had 15 points and seven rebounds
before fouling out.

TRAIL BLAZERS 122, KINGS 112
Damian Lillard scored 13 of his 35 points in the

fourth quarter to lead Portland over host Sacramento.
Hassan Whiteside scored 22 points on 9-of-10 shoot-
ing and collected nine rebounds as the Trail Blazers
evened their record at 1-1. CJ McCollum added 19
points, and Anfernee Simons scored 15 off the bench
for the Blazers. De’Aaron Fox recorded 28 points, six
rebounds and five assists for the Kings (0-2). Buddy
Hield scored 21 points, Bogdan Bogdanovic added 16
off the bench, Harrison Barnes tallied 13 and reserve
Richaun Holmes had 10.

LAKERS 95, JAZZ 86
LeBron James had 32 points, 10 assists and seven

rebounds as host Los Angeles rolled over Utah in its
home opener. Anthony Davis added 21 points, five
blocks and seven rebounds, while guard Troy Daniels
came off the bench to score 15 points for the Lakers,
who bounced back following their season-opening loss
to the L.A. Clippers on Tuesday. Donovan Mitchell led
the Jazz with 24 points. Mike Conley chipped in 13
points but missed eight of his 11 attempts from the floor
and four of his five 3-pointers. It was the second con-
secutive game Conley struggled offensively. He shot
just 1 of 16 in the Jazz’s victory over the Oklahoma City
on Wednesday.

TIMBERWOLVES 121, HORNETS 99
Karl-Anthony Towns poured in 37 points as

Minnesota posted its second road victory to begin the
season by defeating Charlotte. Towns, who had a
game-high 15 rebounds and eight assists, made 13 of 18
shots from the field, but he left some points out there
with his 7-for-13 shooting on free throws. Andrew
Wiggins’ 16 points and Josh Okogie’s 14 points gave a
boost to the Timberwolves, who won their first game in
overtime at Brooklyn. Devonte Graham had his second
big game off the bench for Charlotte, scoring 24 points.

CELTICS 112, RAPTORS 106
Jaylen Brown and Jayson Tatum each scored 25

points, and Kemba Walker had 11 of his 22 in the fourth
quarter as Boston rallied past visiting Toronto in its
home opener. Pascal Siakam led all scorers with 33
points, and Kyle Lowry had 29 for the Raptors, who lost
their first after a win in their opener Tuesday. A
Hayward 3-pointer put Boston up for good with 3:27 to
go. A pair of Siakam free throws got Toronto within
one, but the Raptors would not score again. Boston
took 31 more shots than Toronto in the contest, though
the Celtics shot 38.5 percent (42 of 109).

NETS 113, KNICKS 109
Kyrie Irving scored 26 points against the team he

spurned in the offseason as host Brooklyn defeated
New York. Spencer Dinwiddle added 20 points to high-

light five players with double-digit scoring for the Nets,
who won three of four meetings against the Knicks in
the Battle of the Boroughs in 2018-19. Allonzo Trier
scored 22 and third overall pick RJ Barrett and Kevin
Knox each chipped in 16 for the Knicks, who lost their
second straight game despite shooting 68.0 percent (17
of 25) from 3-point range.

BULLS 110, GRIZZLIES 102
Zach LaVine scored 37 points, Coby White added

25 and Chicago stormed back for a win at Memphis.
The Bulls trailed by as many as 14 points and did not
get their first lead of the night until White hit a 3-point-
er from the top of the key to make it 95-94 with 3:54 to
go. Chicago outscored Memphis 63-42 during the sec-

ond half. Jaren Jackson Jr. totaled 23 points and 11
rebounds to lead Memphis in its home opener.
Teammate Jonas Valanciunas also notched a double-
double, with 10 points and 13 boards.

WIZARDS 97, THUNDER 85
Thomas Bryant led the way with 21 points as

Washington used a late push to escape with a win at
Oklahoma City. Bryant finished 9 of 16 from the floor
and added 11 rebounds. Rui Hachimura added 19 points,
while Bradley Beal scored 17. Shai Gilgeous-Alexander
led the Thunder with 28 points, his second consecutive
career-high scoring mark in his first two games with
Oklahoma City after being traded from the Clippers in
the offseason. —Reuters

Lillard’s big fourth carries Blazers past Kings

Doncic’s triple-double leads 
Mavericks over Pelicans

NEW ORLEANS:  Luka Doncic #77 of the Dallas Mavericks drives to the basket against the New Orleans
Pelicans  at the Smoothie King Center in New Orleans, Louisiana. —AFP

Wales, Springboks 
seek to shrug off 
injuries in World 
Cup semi-final
YOKOHAMA: Six Nations champions
Wales will be out for revenge in their
Rugby World Cup semi-final against
Rugby Championship tit le-holders
South Africa in Yokohama today. While
the Welsh have won the last four Tests
between the two sides (after winning
just two of their first 31), they went
down 23-18 in the quarter-finals of the
2015 World Cup at Twickenham with
current Bok fly-half Handre Pollard
kicking 18 points.

“We feel like we owe them one —
that will be in the back of our minds and
hopefully we can get one over them this
week,” Wales centre Jonathan Davies
said. Wales, who have never reached the
final, are bidding to become only the
second northern-hemisphere team to be
crowned world champions, while South
Africa have lifted the trophy twice.

Davies sat out his team’s nail-biting
20-19 quarter-final win over France with
a knee injury, but is back in time for the
Springboks. Both sides, however, had
last-minute withdrawals, Wales full-back
Liam Williams and electric Bok winger
Cheslin Kolbe both ruled out with ankle
injuries.

Wales coach Warren Gatland named
the experienced Leigh Halfpenny in
place of Williams and insisted the team
were not “weakened in any way” for a
game he predicted would be a “tight
kicking fest”.

“He’s undoubtedly a big loss from an
attacking perspective and what he’s
achieved in the game over the last year
or so — he’s a world-class player,”
Gatland said of Williams. “But to bring in
someone with the experience of Leigh
Halfpenny gives us a different element.
We had a long debate over whether to
start Leigh in the first place and move
Liam to the wing.”

Springbok coach Rassie Erasmus
brought S’Bu Nkosi in for Kolbe, one of
the stand-out players of this World Cup.
“It’s a big blow because everybody
knows his quality and the contribution
he makes,” Erasmus said, also quick to
point out that Nkosi was no slouch, with
eight tries in 10 Tests to his name.

Erasmus has transformed South Africa
since taking over last year, turning
around a terrible set of results and also
naming the first black Springbok captain
in Siya Kolisi. “We’ve been under pres-
sure in the last couple of years to
redeem ourselves,” he said, with the
Boks having lost their pool opener in
Japan to New Zealand before hammer-
ing Italy to advance as runners-up.

“We were number five, six, seven in
the world since 2015 and had some
proper hidings — some people lost faith
in us and we’re trying to get that respect

back. “That’s a different kind of pressure.
People are starting to believe in us again
as a team.”

Both coaches predicted a kicking-
heavy game based around forward dom-
ination, with Erasmus again naming a
replacements’ bench including six huge
forwards and two backs. That tactic
worked well in the quarters as the South
Africans effectively outmuscled hosts
Japan for a comprehensive 26-3 win.

“Lately, we’ve struggled against
Wales. They know what they are good
at, and focus on that,” Pollard said. “They

starve you of possession and territory,
and enforce their kicking game on you.
“They take away your set piece. It’s not
a game plan or rugby with a lot of flair in
it, but it’s suffocating. If you fall into that
trap, they will enforce their game plan on
you for 80 minutes, and you will proba-
bly not win that match.”

The winners today face  England —
in the final on November 2, also in
Yokohama. “We feel we have as good a
chance as the other three teams,”
Erasmus said of South Africa, champions
in 1995 and 2007. —AFP

YOKOHAMA: Wales’ hooker Ryan Elias (C) and Wales’ fly-half Dan Biggar take
part in a training session at the International Stadium Yokohama in Yokohama
ahead of the Japan 2019 Rugby World Cup semi-final match against South
Africa. —AFP

Bangladesh 
cricket board 
to sue Shakib
DHAKA: Bangladesh cricket authorities
said yesterday they would take legal
action against star all-rounder Shakib Al
Hasan for allegedly breaching his con-
tract to sign a sponsorship deal with a
top mobile phone operator. Shakib on
Tuesday inked the agreement with for-
mer national team sponsor
Grameenphone for an undisclosed sum
at a time when he was also leading a
players’ strike for better pay and benefits.

“We believe there was a contractual
and procedural breach in his contract. Of
course, we will take action against it,”
Bangladesh Cricket Board (BCB) chief
executive officer Nizamuddin
Chowdhury told AFP. BCB president
Nazmul Hassan said they will seek com-
pensation from both Shakib and the
phone company.

“We are going to take legal action.
There is no scope to spare anyone. We
will seek compensation from both the
company and the player,” Hassan said in
an interview with Bengali newspaper
Kalerkantho yesterday.

“We thought it’s a kind of ‘I don’t give
a damn to the rules of Board’ attitude. If
that is the case, of course, we will take
tough action,” he said. Grameenphone
— which is majority owned by Norway’s
Telenor — was the sponsor of
Bangladesh Cricket Board during the
period of 2009-2011.

Hassan said the Board incurred huge
losses after the company signed players
individually instead of bidding to
become the team sponsor in 2015 when
a rival operator won the deal. “This is
why we barred the players to sign any
agreement with telcos... yet, he (Shakib)
did this. And you see the timing?
Agreement after stopping play. These
are audacious behaviour,” he said.

The BCB president also criticized
Shakib for his on-field performance.
“We defeated England and Australia in
our own ground. Now we lost to
Afghanistan. If I was responsible I would
not show my face let alone stage a
protest,” he added, referring to
Bangladesh’s 224-run loss in one-off
Test against Afghanistan in early
September when Shakib was captain.

Shakib led a players’ strike on
Monday which follows increasing criti-
cism from players that the Bangladesh
Cricket Board was not sharing its wealth.
The players called off the strike late on
Wednesday and started training on

Friday for next month’s India tour as the
BCB accepted most of their demands.

Meanwhile,  Bangladesh opening
batsman Tamim Iqbal has pulled out of
next month’s Twenty20 and Test tour of
India on personal grounds, the
Bangladesh Cricket Board said yester-
day. The 30-year-old Tamim —
Bangladesh’s top run scorer in all for-
mats — had indicated he would likely
miss part of the tour to be with his wife
as they expect their second child, chief
selector Minhajul Abedin said.
Bangladesh are scheduled to play three
Twenty20 internationals and two Tests
in India in November, starting in Delhi
on November 3. Tamim missed
Bangladesh’s recent tri-series Twenty20
tournament after a dip in form. 

The left-hander also struggled in the
World Cup in England, where he scored
only 235 in eight innings, a 29.37 aver-
age. The 30-year later made interim
captain for a three-match one-day inter-
national series in Sri Lanka in the
absence of injured regular skipper
Mashrafe Mortaza.

But the leadership role failed to bring
out his best, with Tamim making only 21
runs in the entire series, which
Bangladesh lost 0-3. The Bangladesh
Cricket Board said it will name a
replacement of Tamim for the India tour
in due course.  —AFP

Finch fit for 
Sri Lanka but Tye 
out of T20 series
ADELAIDE: Captain Aaron Finch was yesterday cleared to
play in Australia’s opening Twenty20 against Sri Lanka, but
the team was dealt a blow with fast bowler Andrew Tye
ruled out of the series. There were fears that Finch might not
recover from a side strain he has been nursing for a fort-
night, but the batsman was given the all-clear to open the
innings with David Warner.

“I was a bit worried about throwing yesterday,” Finch
told reporters in Adelaide after a training session ahead of
the first game in the city today. “It didn’t progress all that
quickly but... the last three days it has been really good. I
have got full movement ... I feel confident to go.”

But short-form specialist Tye, who is usually deployed in
the final overs, will take no part in the three-match cam-
paign after injuring his right elbow fielding on Friday. Finch
said Tye picked up the injury throwing the ball.

“I think it was one of the first drills he did. He was a bit
off balance and felt a bit of a pop in there,” the captain
said. New South Wales quick Sean Abbott will replace him
after the match on Sunday, which marks the return to T20
action of Warner and Steve Smith following their bans for
ball-tampering.

The pair have already been welcomed back onto the
Test and one-day teams. Despite Tye’s absence, Australia
have plenty of bowling firepower at their disposal, includ-
ing Mitchell Starc, Pat Cummins, Billy Stanlake and Kane
Richardson. —AFP


