
Pressure builds on 
Solskjaer to provide 
creative solutions
NORWICH: Manchester United travel to Norwich
today hoping the promising performance to hold
Premier League leaders Liverpool last weekend proves
to be a turning point in their season rather than another
false dawn.

A 1-1 draw against the European champions still left
United just two points above the relegation zone in
14th place after their worst start to a league season in
33 years. Back then Ron Atkinson was sacked to pave
the way for Alex Ferguson’s arrival at Old Trafford, but
United’s executive vice-chairman Ed Woodward has
been emphatic in his belief that Ole Gunnar Solskjaer is
the man to turn things around.

Solskjaer managed to avoid matching another
unwanted club record of 12 away games without a win
with a 1-0 victory at Partizan Belgrade in the Europa
League on Thursday, his first on the road since being
appointed on a permanent basis in March.

The Norwegian was credited for his tactical shift to
a 3-5-2 that restricted Liverpool to precious few
chances. But ahead of a trip to Carrow Road, the pres-
sure is on Solskjaer to show he has the creative solu-
tions to break down the sides United are expected to

beat in the lower reaches of the table.
United are unbeaten in their four Premier League

games against those in the top five so far this season.
Chelsea were thrashed 4-0 on the opening weekend of
the campaign, Leicester beaten 1-0 and Arsenal held 1-
1 at Old Trafford.

But Solskjaer’s men have looked toothless in defeats
to Crystal Palace, West Ham and Newcastle, as well as
draws at Southampton and Wolves.  Even in Belgrade
in midweek, the visitors needed a penalty to find the
net as Anthony Martial scored from the spot on his first
start since August.

The win over Chelsea in Frank Lampard’s first game
in charge is the only time in the last 19 fixtures that
United have managed to score more than a solitary
goal. The decision to allow Romelu Lukaku and Alexis
Sanchez to leave for Inter Milan without replacements
being drafted in has already backfired.

However, Solskjaer is placing his faith in Martial’s
return to remedy his side’s lack of goals. “We’ve not
created as many as we’d have liked and not scored as
many as we’d have liked,” he said. “Now Anthony is
back, he got a goal, and I’m sure we’ll see us improve
as a team with Anthony in the side. He does gives us
something different.”

Martial, though, is the only senior player Solskjaer
will have back for this weekend with Paul Pogba,
Nemanja Matic and Luke Shaw all still missing.
“We’re working very hard to get them fit and, hope-
fully, we can get them back soon,” said Solskjaer. “I’m
not going to put a deadline on it but it won’t be long,
hopefully.” — AFP

Leicester make 
history with nine
goal destruction 
of Southampton
SOUTHAMPTON: Leicester City went into the
Premier League record books on Friday with a 9-0
hammering of Southampton that equalled the biggest
ever win in the history of the division. Ayoze Perez
and Jamie Vardy both hit hat-tricks as Brendan
Rodgers’ side moved second with a huge win that
continued their superb start to the season.

The rout equalled Manchester United’s 9-0 demo-
lition of Ipswich at Old Trafford in March 1995.
Leicester are just five points behind league leaders
Liverpool, who host Tottenham Hotspur today, after a
historic display that sank the Saints, who drop into
the relegation zone on goal difference, at a soaking
wet St Mary’s Stadium.

However, despite the massive margin of victory
they can stil l  be caught by reigning champions
Manchester City, who will retake second spot should
they win as expected against Aston Villa on Saturday.

“We said at half time, keep your speed in the game
and we have to punish them,” said Rodgers. “This is
part of our education. We have to come out of the
boy zone and play like men and respect the game.
They are very talented and learning to be ruthless.”

Ben Chilwell began the destruction in the 10th
minute when he tapped in on the rebound, and Ryan
Bertrand’s red card — awarded via VAR for a late
tackle on Ayoze Perez in the build-up to the opener
— helped the away side open the floodgates.

Quickfire strikes from Youri Tielemans and Perez
put Leicester three goals to the good with less
than 20 minutes gone amid a downpour on the
south coast.

Perez struck again seven minutes before the
break from a Chilwell cross to make it four before
Vardy scored his first of the evening as Leicester
racked up five goals in the first half of a league
match for the first time since 1984.

It was also the first time that a side had crashed
home that many goals in the opening period of a

Premier League game since Manchester City beat
Burnley 6-1 in April 2010. That didn’t stop Leicester
from raining down goals on Southampton however,
with two coming within a minute just before the
hour mark.

First Perez completed his treble after collecting
Hervey Barnes’ superb lofted through ball in the 57th
minute, and Vardy headed home from another precise
Chilwell cross seconds later. James Maddison made it
a record-breaking away scoreline with five minutes
remaining when he swung home a perfect free-kick
that zipped past the desperate Angus Gunn.

And Vardy sealed Leicester’s place in the record
books with his ninth of the season deep into stop-
page, firing home a penalty that also took him top of
the Premier League scoring charts with nine goals
after he was brought down by Jan Bednarek.

“It was an embarrassing performance, the stuff of
nightmare and especially playing at home,” Saints’
Nathan Redmond told Sky Sports. — AFP

BERLIN: Robert Lewandowski made yet more history
yesterday by netting in Bayern Munich’s 2-1 home win
against Union Berlin, which sent the defending champi-
ons back to the top of the Bundesliga table by a point.

The Poland striker showed clinical finishing to tuck
away an Alphonso Davies second-half pass at the
Allianz Arena to claim his 13th league goal and set a
new record for scoring in the first nine Bundesliga
games of the season.

Lewandoski, on the mark in each of his last 13 games
for Bayern, overtook the previous league record set by
current Arsenal forward Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang
who scored in each of the first eight games of the
2015/16 season for Borussia Dortmund.

Lewandowski also scored twice in Bayern’s 3-2 mid-
week win at Olympiakos in the Champions League,
leaving the 31-year-old with 19 goals in just 14 appear-
ances in all competitions during what is turning into the
best season of his career.

Lewandowski is already the top-scoring foreigner in
Bundesliga history with 215 league goals for Bayern
and former club Dortmund. Bayern quickly took charge
at the Allianz Arena as defender Benjamin Pavard gave
the hosts the lead before Lewandowski’s second just
after the break.

At the other end, Bayern captain Manuel Neuer
saved a Sebastian Anderson penalty on 59 minutes and
not to be outdone, Union’s Poland goalkeeper Ralf
Gikiewicz denied Bayern winger Serge Gnabry from
close range.

Lewandowski looked to have claimed a second, but
his effort six minutes from time was ruled out. Union

grabbed a late consolation goal when replacement
striker Sebastian Polter netted from the penalty spot
having been brought down by Pavard.

Munich can lose top spot Sunday to previous lead-
ers Moenchengladbach, who host Eintracht Frankfurt,
and Wolfsburg  who can leap-frog Niko Kovac’s Bayern
by beating Augsburg at home.

Dortmund moved up to third after a goalless draw at
Schalke, who had the better chances in the Ruhr derby.
Schalke centre-back Salif Sane headed onto the cross-
bar with nearly half an hour played and soon after mid-
fielder Suat Serdar hit the post.

Schalke’s Welsh striker Rabbi Matondo, 19, wasted
three clear chances, while at the other end Dortmund
playmaker Marco Reus and England winger Jadon
Sancho went close for the visitors.

Freiburg went second after bouncing back from last
weekend’s shock defeat at Union to earn a 2-1 win at
home to RB Leipzig.

After beating Zenit Saint-Petersburg in the
Champions League in mid-week, Leipzig came unstuck
as Nicolas Hoefler gave Freiburg the lead on the stroke
of half-time before striker Nils Petersen came off the
bench to add a second on 90 minutes.

Lukas Klostermann scored a consolation goal for
Leipzig. Bottom side Paderborn earned their first win
this season as defender Sebastian Schonlau and mid-
fielder Abdelhamid Sabiri scored in a 2-0 win at home
to Fortuna Duesseldorf. Mid-table Hoffenheim earned
their third straight success, having beaten Bayern and
Schalke, with Benjamin Huebner scoring late in their 3-2
win at Hertha Berlin. — AFP
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Lewandowski makes history again 
as Bayern Munich reclaim summit

Dortmund moved up to third after goalless draw at Schalke

Tottenham face test 
of togetherness 
at Liverpool
LIVERPOOL: The comprehensive midweek
defeat of Red Star Belgrade raised hopes
Tottenham Hotspur have turned the corner after a
dismal start to the season but their revival will
face a stiff test when they face Liverpool at
Anfield  today.

It will be the first meeting between the two
sides since their confrontation in the Champions
League final in Madrid in June, since which Jurgen
Klopp’s side have pushed on from their victory and
took control of the early Premier League running.

Tottenham coach Mauricio Pochettino admitted
on Friday that defeat has weighed heavily on his
players and has bled into their miserable early sea-
son form that suggests June’s final was a high-
water mark.

“It means a lot for the club to reach the final of
the Champions League but for the players or the
coaching staff we felt empty after the game,”
Pochettino said ahead of the trip to Merseyside.
“Now we have full energy and we have recovered
from that situation and now it’s the moment to
build again our confidence and trust and start to
show our real talent and potential.”

A return of just three Premier League wins this
season and a run that included the humiliating 7-2
defeat to Bayern Munich, a 3-0 loss at Brighton
and a fortunate home draw with bottom club
Watford meant Tuesday’s meeting with Red Star
was always going to be significant.

The eventual 5-0 victory provided a much-
needed lift, and a fourth win in 13 games in all
competitions allowed Pochettino to talk of a
renewed confidence within a squad whose unity
has been questioned.

After five years in charge, the Argentine’s ability
to motivate his squad has come under scrutiny but
the togetherness shown before and after the Red
Star win will be needed if they are to end the nine-
game unbeaten start that has allowed Liverpool to
open up a five-point lead on Leicester and six over
Manchester City. Spurs’ performance midweek
recalled their vibrant displays of last season with
Harry Kane and Son Heung-min both scoring
twice, albeit against a much weaker defence than
the one they will face today.

It was also achieved without Christian Eriksen
— out of contract at the end of this season, along
with Jan Vertonghen and Toby Alderweireld —
who remained an unused substitute and is unlikely
to return to the starting line-up this weekend.

“It was not that they forget how to play football,
that Harry Kane doesn’t know anymore — he
showed in that game (against Red Star) how good
he can be,” said Klopp on Friday. “They are a top
side in the Premier League and they will be a top
side in the whole season in the Premier League —
and we have to respect that and play the best foot-
ball we can play against them.”

Tottenham can draw inspiration from how
Manchester United became the first team to take
points off Liverpool last weekend, Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer’s side successfully negating the attacking
threat of Klopp’s side in a 1-1 draw.

Pochettino’s side will need to be similarly res-
olute to avoid a repeat of the defensive lapses that
have been a feature of their campaign so far
against a team that have won all four of their home
games, scoring 12 times.

A positive result at Anfield would provide evi-
dence that the hangover from last season’s
European exertions is finally lifting and that a void
is finally being filled. — AFP

MUNICH: Bayern Munich’s German midfielder Serge Gnabry and Union Berlin’s Polish keeper Rafal Gikiewicz
clash during the German First division Bundesliga football match between Bayern Munich and FC Union Berlin
in Munich. — AFP

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Newcastle United FC v Wolverhampton Wanderers FC17:00
beIN SPORTS
Arsenal FC v Crystal Palace FC                                  19:30
beIN SPORTS
Liverpool v Tottenham Hotspur                                  19:30
beIN SPORTS HD 2
Norwich City v Manchester United                           19:30
beIN SPORTS

SPANISH LEAGUE
Celta de Vigo v Real Sociedad                                    14:00
beIN SPORTS
Granada CF v Real Betis                                             16:00
beIN SPORTS
Levante v RCD Espanyol                                             18:00
beIN SPORTS
Sevilla FC v Getafe CF                                                 20:30
beIN SPORTS
Osasuna v Valencia C.F                                               23:00
beIN SPORTS

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE
Bologna FC v UC Sampdoria                                      14:30
beIN SPORTS 
Atalanta v Udinese Calcio                                           17:00
beIN SPORTS 
Torino FC v Cagliari Calcio                                         17:00
beIN SPORTS
spal v SSC Napoli                                                        17:00
beIN SPORTS 
AS Roma v AC Milan                                                   20:00
beIN SPORTS HD 4
ACF Fiorentina v SS Lazio                                          22:45
beIN SPORTS

GERMAN BUNDESLIGA
VfL Wolfsburg v FC Augsburg                                   17:30
beIN SPORTS
Borussia Monchengladbach v Eintracht Frankfurt    20:00
beIN SPORTS

FRENCH LEAGUE
Stade Rennais v Toulouse FC                                      17:00
beIN SPORTS
Saint Etienne v Amiens SC                                          19:00
beIN SPORTS 
Paris Saint-Germain v Olympique Marseille             23:00
beIN SPORTS HD 6

SOUTHAMPTON: Leicester City’s English striker Jamie Vardy celebrates scoring his team’s ninth goal from the
penalty spot during the English Premier League football match between Southampton and Leicester City at St
Mary’s Stadium in Southampton, southern England. Leicester won 9-0. -— AFP


