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BEIRUT: Lebanese protesters hold hands to form a human chain along the coast from north to south as a symbol
of unity during ongoing anti-government demonstrations yesterday. —AFP 

WASHINGTON: US President Donald
Trump yesterday said that elusive Islamic
State leader Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi was
killed, dying “like a dog” in a daring, night-
time raid by US special forces deep in
northwest Syria. Trump told the nation in a
televised address from the White House that
US forces killed a “large number” of Islamic
State militants during the raid, which culmi-
nated with Baghdadi cornered in a tunnel,
where he detonated a suicide vest.

“He ignited his vest, killing himself,”
Trump said. “He died after running into a
dead-end tunnel, whimpering and crying
and screaming all the way,” Trump said,
adding that three of Baghdadi’s children

also died in the blast. 
Trump said that the raid - involving

eight helicopters flying more than an hour
from an undisclosed base - was accom-
plished with help or cooperation from
Russia, Syria, Turkey and Iraq. He also
thanked the Syrian
Kurds “for a certain
support they were
able to give us”.
Special forces “executed a dangerous and
daring nighttime raid in northwestern Syria
and accomplished their mission in grand
style,” he said.

Trump’s national security adviser, Robert
O’Brien, described the dramatic message

the president and his advisers received as
they monitored the raid from the White
House Situation Room. “The commander of
the mission called and said, ‘100 percent
confidence, Jackpot’” - meaning Baghdadi
was dead - O’Brien said on NBC. “That was

great news for us.”
At its height, Islamic

State controlled swaths
of Iraq and Syria in a

self-declared state known as a caliphate,
brutally imposing a puritanical version of
Islam. The group planned or inspired terror-
ism attacks across Europe, while using
social media to lure large numbers of foreign
volunteers. It took years of war, in which

Islamic State became notorious for mass
executions and sickening hostage behead-
ings, before its final slice of territory in Syria
was seized this March.

Baghdadi’s death provides a big political
boost for Trump, who faces an impeach-
ment inquiry and whose abrupt decision to
withdraw a small but effective deployment
of US forces from Syria raised fears that it
would allow Islamic State remnants to
regroup. Trump took a storm of criticism,
including from his own Republican Party.

News of the raid, however, drew praise
from several world leaders, coupled with
caution that the IS threat may not be fully 
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Trump confirms death of IS 
chief Baghdadi in US raid 

Islamic State leader killed himself by igniting suicide vest, identified by DNA tests

WASHINGTON: This handout picture taken yesterday shows US President Donald Trump (center) watching in the
Situation Room of the White House as US Special Operations forces close in on IS leader Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi. — AFP 

BARISHA, Syria: A Syrian man clears debris at the site of an operation near this northwestern Syrian village in
Idlib province yesterday. — AFP 

Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi

SEE PAGES 6 & 10

By B Izzak 

KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem said yesterday he has prepared a draft law
proposing a lasting solution to the decades-old prob-
lem of stateless people or bedoons, insisting that the
legislation if approved will resolve the problem in one
year. Ghanem provided no details about the draft law,
saying that a number of lawmakers asked to give them a

week to read the bill before officially submitting it.
Some 120,000 bedoons live in Kuwait currently and

claim the right to Kuwaiti citizenship, while the govern-
ment insists that a majority of them do not qualify to be
considered for nationality. The speaker also said that a
second draft law will be submitted to initiate a probe into
Kuwaiti citizenship in order to fight forgery and wrong-
doing. The government has repeatedly said that only up
to 34,000 bedoons qualify for consideration for citizen-
ship but has made no effort to naturalize them.

Bedoons have come under tremendous government
pressure to force them to reveal what the government
claims are their original identities. This policy has par-
tially succeeded, but its implementation involved sub-
stantial suffering for the bedoons.

Ghanem also said opposition MP Riyadh Al-Adasani
filed to grill Interior Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah

Al-Sabah, which will be listed on the agenda of the Nov
12 session. In the grilling, Adasani accuses the minister
of failing to carry out his duties and that he misused his
powers. He charged the minister of not cooperating
with the investigation regarding alleged financial viola-
tion in the so-called ministry hospitality spending.

Adasani held the minister responsible for what he
claims is a biased police report to the prosecution in a
case that the lawmaker himself is involved, saying this
could happen to a large number of people. This is the
third grilling to be filed so far with two days remaining
for the start of the new Assembly term. MPs have
already filed to grill the minister of finance and public
works over alleged violations. The two grillings are
expected to be debated in the new term’s opening ses-
sion tomorrow.
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Kuwait receives
200,000 stolen
books from Iraq

KUWAIT: A truck loaded with books stolen during the
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait is seen yesterday. — KUNA 

KUWAIT: The Iraqi foreign ministry handed its
Kuwaiti counterpart yesterday around 200,000
books belonging to the National Library and
Kuwait University which were looted during the
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 1990. The move resulted
from cooperation between the foreign ministries of
the two brotherly countries, said Deputy Assistant
Foreign Minister for International Organizations
Abdulaziz Al-Jarallah. He stressed that Kuwait is
still urging the Iraqi side to hand over all the
national archives and Kuwaiti properties that were
looted systematically during the Iraqi invasion. 

The handover process was done under the
supervision of the United Nations and the UNAMI
mission in Iraq, in implementation of Security
Council resolution (2107) issued in 2013. Iraqi
Foreign Ministry Undersecretary Ambassador
Hazim Al-Yousifi said in a statement to KUNA that
his country is keen to abide by relevant Security
Council resolutions regarding Kuwait and to give it
back what was looted during the Iraqi invasion. 

He affirmed Iraq’s keenness to consolidate
brotherly relations between the two sides, recalling
the recent visit of HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to Iraq and President
Barham Saleh’s visit to Kuwait and relevant positive
and constructive results. 
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BEIRUT: Tens of thousands of Lebanese protesters
successfully formed a human chain running north-south
across the entire country yesterday to symbolize new-
found national unity. Demonstrators joined hands from
Tripoli to Tyre, a 170-km chain running through the
capital Beirut, as part of an unprecedented cross-sec-
tarian mobilization.

Tension has mounted in recent days between securi-
ty forces and protesters, who have blocked roads and
brought the country to a standstill to press their
demands for a complete overhaul of the political sys-
tem. Lebanon’s reviled political elite has defended a
belated package of economic reforms and appeared
willing to reshuffle the government, but protesters who
have stayed on the streets since Oct 17 want more.

On foot, by bicycle and on motorbikes, demonstra-
tors and volunteers fanned out along the main north-
south highway. “The idea behind this human chain is to
show an image of a Lebanon which, from north to
south, rejects any sectarian affiliation,” Julie Tegho Bou
Nassif, one of the organisers, told AFP. “There is no
political demand today, we only want to send a mes-
sage by simply holding hands under the Lebanese flag,” 
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