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Kuwait PM receives delegations
to women journalists forum

Premier praises Gulf women’s role in developing media

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets with delegations participating in Gulf Women
Journalists Forum. — KUNA photos

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
meets with Head of the Business Report Team at World Bank Group Simon Jankof.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah received at Bayan Palace yesterday, in
the presence of Minister of Information and
Minister of State for Youth Affairs
Mohammad Al-Jabri, Deputy Chairman of

Kuwait Journalists Association Adnan Al-
Rashed and media delegations participating
in the 3rd Gulf Women Journalists Forum
2019. His Highness the Prime Minister praised
the efforts exerted by Gulf women in devel-
oping media through various means, espe-

cially spreading awareness and culture, push-
ing development efforts and showing the
honorable image of society.

Meanwhile, His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah received Director General of Kuwait

Direct Investment Promotion Authority (KDI-
PA) Sheikh Dr Meshaal Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah. His Highness the Prime Minister also
received Head of the Business Report Team at
World Bank Group Simon Jankof on the
issuance of the World Bank report, which

ranked Kuwait among the ten countries that
improved the most in their ease of doing busi-
ness score (Doing Business 2020). Head of His
Highness the Prime Minister’s Diwan Sheikha
Itimad Khalid Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
attended both meetings. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Information Minister Mohammad Al-Jabri in a group photo with delegations participating in Gulf Women Journalists
Forum. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

A general view of the audience attending the event.

Women journalists gather in
Kuwait to boost Gulf cooperation 
KUWAIT: A gathering in Kuwait of women
journalists from across the Gulf region is part
of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s plan of forging
better ties with regional countries, said a min-
ister yesterday. Kuwait and its Gulf neighbors
have always shared an impenetrable bond,
Information Minister Mohammad Al-Jabri said
amid the talks, organized by the Kuwaiti
Journalists Association (KJA), pointing out
that women have started to make a name for
themselves in the field of journalism. With the
bewildering advancements in technology seen
in recent years, the media has taken on an
increasingly significant role, added the minis-
ter, highlighting the importance of ethical
journalism given the spread of fake news and
misinformation. On the talks, the Kuwaiti
information minister said it presents the par-
ticipants with an opportunity to exchange
ideas in a bid to further their journalistic
careers. Such gatherings are tantamount to
women’s empowerment, said Adnan Al-Rashid,
the secretary of the Kuwait Journalists
Association, emphasizing the major progress
women journalists have made in the Gulf

region. Rabaa Al-Jumaa, a member of KJA’s
Board of Trustees, agreed that the talks are
crucial and allow women journalists in the Gulf
the chance to “create a positive change” in the
field of journalism, which in turn, ensures that
the local media would continue to flourish.
Women are now on equal footing with men,

narrowing the gender gap in a region that
remains highly patriarchal, according to KJA
chief Fatma Hussein, signifying women’s grow-
ing omnipresence. The talks shine light on
matters dealing with the rise of women in the
field of journalism, including some of the chal-
lenges they have had to encounter. —KUNA

Adnan Al-Rashid, the secretary of the Kuwait
Journalists Association, speaks during the event.

Information Minister Mohammad 
Al-Jabri delivers a speech.

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: By 2030, demand for ener-
gy and water will increase by 30 per-
cent, while demand for food will
increase by 50 percent, said Prof
Mauro Centritto from the Italian
National Research Center’s Institute
for Sustainable Plant Protection as he
presented his research ‘Sustainable
Agriculture Water Management’ at
Kuwait University’s College of
Engineering. He also spoke about dry
land and degradation neutrality, cli-
mate change and sustainable agricul-
tural water management during a
forum attended by KU students. 

“The reality on the ground is that
all these factors are being impacted
by the force of climate change and
people should do something about
this. If human activity and selfishness
persist, consequences such as poverty,
migration and refugees will also con-
tinue, paving the way for reduced
productivity, compromising global
food security,” Centritto said.  

Centritto said sustainable develop-
ment goals state that by 2030, the
world’s efforts in combating desertifi-
cation should lead to restoring
degraded land and soil, including land
affected by drought and floods, in
addition to striving hard to achieve a
“land degradation-neutral world.”
Land degradation neutrality is imple-
mented on a voluntary basis with the
support of UNCCD. He said about 122
countries have already committed to
their respective LDN targets.  

According to Centritto, LDN proj-

ects highlight a number of priorities
with different target years to be con-
sidered in national plans and pro-
grams such as improvement and
understanding ongoing land degrada-
tion processes and validation of land
productivity and programs (2017),
identification of targets and action
plans in pilot areas with stakeholders
(2018), implementation of measures in
pilot areas (2020), improvement of
awareness of land degradation causes
and impacts, etc.  

He said the hottest seasons on
record will represent the future norm
in many locations - extreme seasonal
heat could become a long-term trend
without sufficient investments in
adaptation. The KU event was hosted
by the Italian Embassy in Kuwait,
attended by Italian Ambassador to
Kuwait Carlo Baldocci. 

Prof Mauro Centritto from the Italian National Research Center’s Institute for
Sustainable Plant Protection speaks during an event at Kuwait University’s
College of Engineering.

Energy demand to increase
30% by 2030; 50% for food 

Italian Ambassador to Kuwait Carlo
Baldocci addresses the audience.

GAZA: The final installment of a Kuwaiti
grant worth $2 million to aid reconstruc-
tion efforts in the war-ravaged Gaza Strip
has been received, the Palestinian
Authority said yesterday. Kuwait has
transferred a sum of $770,000 allocated
for agriculture projects in Gaza, where

acres of arable land were “eroded due to
the 2014 Gaza War,” said Palestinian
Minister of Public Works and Housing
Mohammad Zyara. Some 817 people have
been the beneficiaries of the latest Kuwaiti
grant, added the minister, thanking the
Kuwaiti government for the overwhelming
support. The Palestinian Authority had
previously received Kuwaiti aid worth
$260,000 to repair Gaza’s dilapidated
infrastructure, he revealed. Israeli forces
waged a wide-scale war on the Gaza Strip
in July 2014, killing at least 1,935
Palestinians and injuring over 10,000 oth-
ers, leaving large swathes of Gaza’s infra-
structure in ruin. — KUNA

Kuwait grants
$2 million to
rebuild Gaza


