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News in brief

US State Secretary calls Kuwait FM

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
received a phone call from US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo yesterday evening. In the phone conversation, they
discussed firm bilateral and strategic relations between
Kuwait and the US, along with close cooperation between
both friendly countries. Both ministers also addressed the
latest regional and international developments. — KUNA

Engineers’ visas revoked

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Manpower refused
to renew work permits of 4,809 expat engineers who
did not pass the professional efficiency test, while it is
waiting for the evaluation committee’s decision regard-
ing 1,591 others. Official spokesperson of the authority
Aseel Al-Mazyad said no transfers will be made for
technical and educational jobs without passing the effi-
ciency test, which is a precondition for transfer, accord-
ing to professional standards and academic qualifica-
tions. Mazyad said the authority held several workshops
for 1,380 applicants for disabled teaching jobs in private
schools and rehab centers - 627 teachers passed and
753 failed. — Al-Rai

Amazon eyes Kuwaiti market

KUWAIT: Amazon plans to enter the Kuwait market and
expressed its wish to concerned authorities through its
Amazon Web Services subsidiary that is specialized in cloud
computing, informed sources said. The company wrote to
the Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion Authority (KDIPA)
about its desire to have a branch in Kuwait and asked for the
commercial and organizational laws of its activities, and how
to get commercial licenses and necessary permits to com-
mence work, the sources explained. — Al-Rai

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Government officials plan to meet next week
to set a plan for procedures to be followed on closing
violating stores in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh, fining homeown-
ers who lease houses to bachelors in private residential
areas as well as those owning buildings that lack safety
conditions, informed sources said. The meeting will be
held to prepare for implementing a government resolu-
tion on taking comprehensive measures to remove all
violations in Jleeb by mid-November, said the sources,
adding that the meeting will group elements from Kuwait
Municipality, Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Commerce
and Industry as well  as the Public Authority for
Manpower. In addition to the fines and closure of violat-
ing stores, the plan calls for canceling the residency
visas of those working in said stores and deporting
them, said the sources who spoke on the condition of
anonymity. “This plan will result in evicting all bachelors
from Jleeb whose presence is starting to pose social and
security threats as well as becoming a center for illegal
residents,” the sources explained. 

Crisis management
Head of Kuwait Environment Protection Society

(KEPS) Wejdan Al-Oqab said the society has proposed a
number of suggestions to be prepared for catastrophes
and crisis management, including flooding expected with
the beginning of the rainy season. “The state should have a
special plan for this,” she said, highlighting the significance
of building a national center for this purpose including ele-

ments from various government bodies and NGOs. KEPS
member Dr Ra’fat Mesak said that the society warned
against building flood barriers to the east of King Fahd

Expressway because the collapse of any of them would
lead to a sudden flow of millions of cubic meters of water
to adjacent residential areas and stop traffic. “Instead, we
should control rainwater movement by building smaller
dams and rainwater collection reservoirs to slow the flow
of floodwaters,” he explained, adding that accumulated
water could be used as a blessing. 

Investment opportunities 
The Public Authority for Housing Welfare announced

that offering of investment opportunities in Sabah Al-
Ahmad City for public bidding is going according to
schedule and that the final assessment of the bids will be
made by the end of the month to sign the contract with the winning investor. In other news, the Ministry of Commerce

and Industry’s consumer protection sector announced
closing a moneychanger in Ahmadi for making illegal
remittance transactions. 

Govt meeting next week sets plan
for Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh ‘clean up’

Closing violating stores and deporting their workers; evicting ‘all bachelors’
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Govt buildings’
relocation creates
traffic nightmare
in South Surra 
KUWAIT: It seems that moving all ministries from Mirqab
to South Surra to resolve the problem of parking only
shifted the problem to South Surra, said local daily Al-
Qabas. The report said over 15 government bodies, includ-
ing the Ministry of Electricity and Water (MEW) with its
23,000 employees and 3,000 working in the main build-
ing, had moved to South Surra. “Those employees and
hundreds of people doing transactions there daily makes it

impossible to find enough parking spaces,” it said. 
The area also includes the Ministry of Public Works

(MPW) with over 4,000 employees working at its head-
quarters and the Ministry of Education (MoE) with over
5,000 employees at its headquarters, with thousands of
daily visitors including teachers, employees and parents. In
addition, the area houses the Jaber Hospital with over
10,000 staff members and the endless number of daily vis-
itors that amounts to 8,000-12,000 vehicles daily as per a
study made by the Public Authority for Roads and
Transportation (PART). 

The area also houses the Public Authority for Housing
Welfare (PAHW) with its 1,500 staff members and over
500 daily visitors, the new headquarters of the expropria-
tion department, Kuwait Authority for Partnership
Projects, Zakat House, the Public Institution for Social
Security, three Interior Ministry departments, the Kuwait
Credit Bank’s new headquarters, International Islamic
Charity Organization (IICO) and many other charities.

None of the above buildings has enough parking for its
employees and visitors, which leads to unbearable traffic
congestions in the area, especially during morning and
afternoon rush hours. 

Academic qualifications
In other news, Al-Jarida daily reported yesterday that

the replacement policy at state departments has opened
the door for appointment of retirees in several unessential
jobs, which raised the number of public sector employees
without academic qualifications significantly during the
past six months. Civil Service Commission (CSC) statistics
showed the number of those working in the government
who do not have academic qualifications reached 28,274
by Oct 1 (7.8 percent), 20,132 of whom are citizens. This
means that their number rose by 3 percent in six months to
12,734 - 11,860 of whom are citizens of both genders.

CSC sources said the increase in the number of regis-
tered citizens comes as part of the replacement policy for

jobs that do not require high academic qualification such
as guards, office boys, cleanliness supervisors and others,
besides some jobs that only require reading and writing
knowledge. The sources said some government depart-
ments have dropped contracts that provide expatriate
labor to allow retired citizens who wish to work in simple
jobs, adding that the CSC works in coordination with
those departments to give priority to retirees and those
holding intermediate certificates or lower to occupy avail-
able jobs in a move to end long waiting periods.

Statistics showed that the number of those who have
PhDs dropped by 0.1 percent in six months to 204, as the
percentage of those who have this qualification is 1.5 per-
cent. Those who have Master’s degrees make up 3.2 per-
cent of the workforce, while the largest percentage is of
those with university degrees, at 44.4 percent. Diploma
holders make up 14 percent, while secondary certificate
holders form 18 percent of the total number of workers in
government departments.

Municipal chief
inquires about deal
By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Municipal Council Chairman Osama Al-Otaibi
inquired from the Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs
and Minister of State for Municipal Affairs Fahad Al-
Shoula about the use of having a consultancy agreement
with the World Bank on managing solid waste in Kuwait.
Otaibi demanded a copy of the 24-month agreement
signed in May 2018 with a total value of KD 573,806 and
a report of what has been so far done in this regard. 

Meanwhile, Kuwait Municipality’s public relations
department said Ahmadi municipal cleaning division
launched a wide scale inspection campaign in Mangaf.
Division manager Faisal Al-Otaibi said the campaign is
part of the ‘Keep it Clean’ campaign, adding that 180
truckloads of waste had been removed from various areas
in Ahmadi, including 12 from Mangaf alone. He added 292
garbage containers had been changed. 

KFSD denies receiving
collapse report
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Firemen did not receive any call with regards to
an incident of a man falling into a road collapse created by
rain as claimed in a video clip on social media, Kuwait Fire
Services Directorate (KFSD) said in a statement yesterday,
adding that it did not deal with any such incident.
Separately, the traffic department will auction several vehi-
cles placed under impoundment at Kuwait Gulf Link garage
in Jahra. The department had announced the auction back
on Aug 26 and asked owners to refer to the auction commit-
tee. The sale will be on Wednesday, Oct 30 at 4 pm. Those
desiring to participate can inspect the vehicles a day earlier. 

KUWAIT: Debris and vehicles parked randomly at an open square in Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh in this file photo.

Gulf capital
market chiefs
eye integration
MUSCAT: The Committee of Heads of GCC Capital Markets
Authorities convened its 19th meeting in Muscat yesterday,
focusing on Gulf market integration. CEO of the Capital
Market Authority Abdullah Al-Salmi said in a keynote speech
that population data and uniform house registration are

deemed major joint strategic statistical issues. The data is
considered a key factor for providing a digital picture for tak-
ing development resolutions, and a crucial tool for monitoring
the implementation of sustainable development goals, he said.
The conferees mainly discussed the minute of the fourth
meeting of a working group tasked with setting out a Gulf
market integration strategy, along with a working paper on
the potential for implementing the inter-licensing of invest-
ment funds in the GCC countries, he added. They also
addressed the most important developments regarding the
memorandum of understanding among the regulators of the
GCC capital markets, he pointed out. The Kuwaiti delegation
partaking in the meeting was led by Chairman of the Capital
Market Authority Ahmad Al-Melhem. — KUNA


