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Notorious
Australian serial
killer Milat dies
SYDNEY: Australia’s most notorious serial killer
Ivan Milat, whose murder of seven young back-
packers in the 1990s terrified the country, has died
in hospital, officials said yesterday. Milat was serv-
ing consecutive life sentences for the brutal killing
spree took place near Sydney between 1989 and
1992. A spokeswoman for Corrective Services
New South Wales said in a statement that the 74-
year-old died at Long Bay Hospital at 4:07 am
yesterday. 

He was diagnosed with terminal stomach and
oesophagus cancer in May and had been in hospi-
tal to receive pain relief since October 11, accord-
ing to national broadcaster ABC. His seven con-
firmed victims were Britons Caroline Clarke, 21,
and Joanne Walters, 22, Australians James Gibson
and Deborah Everist, both 19, and German back-
packers Simone Schmidl, 21, Anja Habschied, 20,
and Gabor Neugebauer, 21.

In each case, he had offered the young hitchhik-
ers a lift, stabbed or shot them in thrill killings and
buried the bodies in shallow graves in a forest in
the NSW southern highlands. Milat was arrested in
1994 following one of Australia’s biggest police
investigations, which was sparked by the discovery
of the bodies in 1992 and 1993. He was convicted
of the murders in 1996, as well as of the abduction
of another traveller who escaped, but denied hav-
ing a role in the crimes.

Milat was also a major suspect in the murders of
three other women who went missing in the state’s
Hunter  region a decade before he began the
ki l l ings for which he was jai led. Leanne Beth
Goodall , Robyn Elizabeth Hickie and Amanda
Therese Robinson disappeared in 1978 and 1979.
Their bodies were never found. Milat admitted that
he had worked as a roadman in the area during the
late 1970s but denied involvement in the three
murders. Australia is a popular destination for
young backpackers, with more than 600,000 tour-
ing the country every year. —AFP

BARISHA: Syrians gather amidst the rubble of a building at the site of helicopter gunfire which reportedly killed nine people near the northwestern Syrian village of Barisha in the Idlib province along the border with Turkey, where
“groups linked to the Islamic State (IS) group” were present, according to a Britain-based war monitor with sources inside Syria. —AFP

BAGHDAD: Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi, the Iraqi jihadist who rose
from obscurity to declare himself “caliph” of all Muslims as the
leader of Islamic State, has died in a raid by US special forces in
northwest Syria. US President Donald Trump said in a televised
address from the White House that Baghdadi killed himself dur-
ing the raid by igniting a suicide vest. Test results from the after-
math of the raid had positively identified Baghdadi, he said.

Baghdadi had long been a target for US and regional security
forces trying to eliminate Islamic State, even as they reclaimed
most of the territory the group once held. The Islamic State or
caliphate that Baghdadi declared in July 2014 over a quarter of
Iraq and Syria was notable for atrocities against religious
minorities and attacks on five continents in the name of a version
of an ultra-fanatic Islam that horrified mainstream Muslims.

The genocide of Yazidis, adherents of one of the Middle
East’s oldest religions, illustrated the brutality of his rule.
Thousands of men were slaughtered on their ancestral Sinjar
mountain in northwestern Iraq and women were killed or taken
as sex slaves. Some other religious groups suffered sexual slav-
ery, slaughter and floggings. The group also caused global revul-
sion with beheadings of hostages from countries including the
United States, Britain and Japan.

The United States put up a $25 million reward for his cap-
ture, the same amount as it had offered for Al- Qaeda leader
Osama bin Laden and his successor Ayman Al-Zawahri. US air
strikes had already killed most of Baghdadi’s top lieutenants,
including Abu Omar Al-Shishani, Abu Muslim Al-Turkmani,
Abu Ali Al-Anbari, Abu Sayyaf and the group’s spokesman
Abu Mohammed Al-Adnani. Thousands of his fighters were
also killed or captured.

Baghdadi was born Ibrahim Awad Al-Samarrai in 1971 in
Tobchi, a poor area near the town of Samarra, north of the
Iraqi capital Baghdad, whose name he took. His family includ-
ed preachers from the ultra-conservative Salafi school of
Sunni Islam, which sees many other branches of the faith as
heretical and other religions as anathema. He joined the Salafi
jihadist insurgency in 2003, the year of the US-led invasion of
Iraq, and was captured by the Americans. They released him

about a year later, thinking he was a civilian agitator rather
than a military threat. It was not until July 4, 2014, that he seized
the world’s attention, climbing the pulpit of Mosul’s medieval Al-
Nuri mosque in black clerical garb during Friday prayers to
announce the restoration of the caliphate. “God ordered us to
fight his enemies,” he said in a video of the occasion, which pre-
sented him as “Caliph Ibrahim, commander of the faithful”.
Thousands of volunteers flocked into Iraq and Syria from around
the world to become “Jund Al-Khilafa” - soldiers of the caliphate
and join him in his fight against the Shiite-led Iraqi government
and its US and Western allies.

‘Blood flow as rivers’
At the height of its power in 2016, Islamic State ruled over

millions of people in territory running from northern Syria
through towns and villages along the Tigris and Euphrates river
valleys to the outskirts of Baghdad. The group claimed responsi-
bility for or inspired attacks in dozens of cities including Paris,
Nice, Orlando, Manchester, London and Berlin, and in nearby
Turkey, Iran, Saudi Arabia and Egypt.

In Iraq, it staged dozens of attacks on predominantly Shiite
Muslim areas. A truck bomb in July 2016 killed more than 324
people in a crowded area of Baghdad, the deadliest attack since
the 2003 US-led invasion of Iraq. The group also carried out
many bombings in northeast Syria, which has been under the
control of US-backed Kurdish forces.

Most of Baghdadi’s speeches were distributed as audio
recordings, a medium better suited to the secretive, careful char-
acter that for a long time helped him evade the surveillance and
air strikes that killed more than 40 of his top commanders. That
caution was matched by ruthlessness as he eliminated opponents
and former allies, even within Salafi jihadist ranks. He waged war
on al Qaeda’s Syrian wing, the Nusra Front, breaking with the
movement’s global leader, Al-Zawahri, in 2013.

But by the time of his death in the raid this weekend, his for-
tunes - and those of Islamic State - were in rapid decline. With
the defeat of Islamic State in its stronghold Mosul, which he
declared as the capital of his caliphate, in 2017 the movement

lost all the territory it once controlled in Iraq. In Syria, Islamic
State lost Raqqa, its second capital and centre of operations, and
eventually earlier this year its final chunk of territory there when
US-backed Kurdish-led forces took back Baghouz.

Still a threat
While the destruction of the quasi-state that Baghdadi built

has denied the group its recruiting tool and logistical base from
which it could train fighters and plan coordinated attacks over-
seas, most security experts believe Islamic State remains a threat
through clandestine operations or attacks. Islamic State is
believed to have sleeper cells around the world, and some fighters
operate from the shadows in Syria’s desert and Iraq’s cities, still
launching hit-and-run attacks. In his most recent audio message,
in September, Baghdadi put on a brave face, saying operations
were taking place daily and urging followers to secure freedom
for women jailed in Iraq and Syria over their alleged links to the
group. “As for the worst and most important matter, the prisons,
the prisons, oh soldiers of the caliphate. Your brothers and sis-
ters; do your utmost to free them and tear down the walls
restricting them,” Baghdadi said. But the loss of territory in Iraq
and Syria stripped him of the trappings of caliph and made him
a fugitive in the desert border area between the two countries.
He was forced to travel incognito in ordinary cars or farm pick-
up trucks between hideouts on both sides of the border, escort-
ed only by his driver and two bodyguards. The region was
familiar territory to his men. It was the hotbed of the Sunni
insurgency against first the US forces in Iraq and then the
Shiite-led governments that took over the country.

Fearing assassination or betrayal, he was not able to use
phones and trusted only a handful of couriers to communicate
with his two main Iraqi aides, Iyad Al-Obaidi, his defense minis-
ter, and Ayad Al-Jumaili, his security chief. The two had been
believed to be among the likely candidates to succeed Baghdadi,
but Jumaili was killed in April 2017 and Obaidi’s whereabouts are
unknown. In any case, their military background and lack of reli-
gious credentials mean that any of Baghdadi’s deputies would
struggle to inherit his claims to be caliph. —Reuters

Baghdadi’s death: 
Major blow to IS
BAGHDAD: US President Donald Trump announced yesterday
that Islamic State leader Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi died during an
overnight raid led by US military forces in Syria, a further blow to
a jihadist group that once held a swathe of territory in Iraq and
Syria. Where once they confronted armies, the extremist Islamist
group’s adherents have in recent years staged hit-and-run raids
and suicide attacks. In some cases, the group has claimed
responsibility for atrocities such as bombings in Sri Lanka in April
that killed more than 250 people. Islamic State’s involvement is
not always proven, but even if the link is ideological rather than
operational, it is still seen as a security threat in many countries:

Iraq
After defeat by US-backed forces, Islamic State has reverted

to the guerrilla tactics it was once known for. Iraqi Security
Forces routinely carry out operations against remnants of the
Jihadist group, more than two years after its defeat. Sleeper cells
have regrouped in provinces including Diyala, Salahuddin, Anbar,
Kirkuk and Nineveh, where they have carried out frequent
attacks, including kidnappings and bombings aimed at undermin-
ing the Baghdad government. Although cells operate mostly in
rural areas, burning crops and extorting local farmers, in
February, two people were killed and 24 wounded when a car
bomb went off in Mosul, once the group’s capital in Iraq. The
Pentagon said in January that IS was regenerating faster in Iraq
than in Syria. Analysts estimated earlier this year that about
2,000 active combatants now operate in Iraq.

Syria
After serious military setbacks, Islamic State slipped into the

shadows, staging suicide bombings and ambushes. It has carried
out bomb attacks in towns and cities in northern Syria in the past
year, including targeting US forces. Syrian Kurdish forces, who
crushed the jihadists across the north and east with US help,
have said they believe sleeper cells mushroomed in eastern

Syria. They have warned of the risk posed by holding thousands
of militants in prisons, including foreigners from around the
world. That warning came into sharp focus this month when US
President Donald Trump announced he was withdrawing US
troops from northeastern Syria, opening the way for Turkey to
launch an offensive targeting Kurdish fighters near its border.
Turkey says it has captured some 200 IS detainees who fled
prisons in the area of its offensive and has transferred them to
other prisons under the control of Turkish forces and its Syrian
rebel allies. President Tayyip Erdogan has said any IS prisoners
will be brought to justice. Islamic State fighters still hold some
ground in Syria’s remote central desert in territory otherwise
held by the Damascus government.

Egypt
Egypt has seen no large attacks over the past year, but smaller

incidents persist and the military is mounting a campaign against
Islamist insurgents, mainly on the Sinai Peninsula. The military
says several hundred militants have been killed since it launched a
major campaign in February 2018 to defeat fighters linked to
Islamic State in Sinai. A Russian passenger jet was bombed short-
ly after takeoff from the Egyptian resort of Sharm El-Sheikh in
2015, killing all 224 people on board. The attack was claimed by
Islamic State.

Saudi Arabia
Islamic State militants have carried out deadly bombings and

shootings in Saudi Arabia against security forces and minority
Shiite Muslims, after the authorities crushed an Al-Qaeda insur-
gency over a decade ago. Baghdadi called for attacks against
Saudi Arabia when the kingdom joined the US-led coalition in
mounting air strikes against his group. In his speeches, he also
used derogatory terms when he referred to the rulers in Riyadh.
Kamran Bokhari, a director at Washington-based think-tank the
Center for Global Policy, said earlier this year that Islamic State
exists in the kingdom but Saudi security forces and intelligence
service are “pretty much on top of things”.

Yemen
Islamic State militants announced a Yemeni affiliate in late

2014 as the country descended into civil war between the
Saudi-backed government of Abd-Rabbu Mansour Hadi and
the Iran-aligned Houthi movement. However, the group has
since faced a tough resistance from Al-Qaeda’s local branch, Al
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP), and both groups
fought each other, especially in the southern province of Al-
Bayda. Al Qaeda and Islamic State are also fighting Shiite
Houthis, which they see as heretics. Islamic State has claimed
several assassinations and bombings in south Yemen but it nev-
er held territory. Experts believe Al Qaeda, with older and
deeper tribal connections, poses a bigger threat in the war-
torn country.

Nigeria
Nigerian group Boko Haram has carried out attacks in

northeastern Nigeria since 2009 in pursuit of an Islamic
caliphate. It has killed more than 30,000 people and forced 2
million to flee their homes. The group split in 2016 and one fac-
tion pledged allegiance to IS. Islamic State’s West Africa
Province (ISWAP) has focused on attacking military bases in
raids over the last year. It has become the dominant militant
group in the region. The extent of support provided by Islamic
State to ISWAP is unclear and many security experts say the
relationship is mainly in name rather than direct funding and
logistical support.

Afghanistan
Islamic State in Khorasan (ISIS-K), which took its name

from a historical region that covered much of modern-day
Afghanistan and parts of Central Asia, appeared in late 2014 in
the eastern province of Nangarhar, where it retains a strong-
hold. It announced its formation in January 2015. The group’s
leadership has pledged allegiance to Baghdadi but it is not
clear that ISIS-K has direct operational links with the main
movement. It has claimed attacks on civilian targets in cities
including Kabul and fought the Afghan Taleban for control of a
number of rural districts. US commanders say its forces num-
ber fewer than 2,000. The movement is little understood and
many Afghan officials in Kabul doubt the veracity of some of
its claims of responsibility. —Reuters

The genocide of Yazidis illustrated the brutality of IS

SYDNEY: Ivan Milat, who was sentenced to life imprison-
ment last July for the murders of seven backpackers, is
shown in an undated photograph with a rifle and pistol
and a favorite cowboy hat.  —AFP


