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Orthodox
Ethiopians criticize
PM Abiy over 
deadly clashes
ADDIS ABABA: Ethiopia’s influential
Orthodox Church yesterday criticized
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed’s response
to ethnic and religious clashes that have
left nearly 70 people dead, saying he
was failing to protect its members.
Violence erupted in the capital Addis
Ababa and the outlying Oromia region
on Wednesday after a prominent activist
accused security forces of trying to
orchestrate an attack against him — a
claim denied by police.  A police official
said Friday that 67 people had died in
the clashes in Oromia. 

“People are dying and questions are
being raised if the government even
exists. The people are losing all hope,”
Father Markos Gebre-Egziabher, a
leader in the Orthodox Tewahedo
Church, told AFP following a memorial
service at Holy Trinity Cathedral in Addis
Ababa. Orthodox Christians make up
roughly 40 percent of Ethiopia’s 110 mil-

lion people. Abiy, the winner of this
year’s Nobel Peace Prize, waited until
Saturday night to react. He vowed to
bring the perpetrators to justice and
warned that instability could worsen if
Ethiopians did not unite. 

A church spokesman told AFP on
Saturday that 52 Orthodox Ethiopians,
including two church officials, had been
killed - a toll that AFP could not inde-
pendently verify.  Fisseha Tekle, a
researcher for Amnesty International,
said Saturday that Orthodox churches
had been attacked in at least three loca-
tions, while there was at least one report
of a mosque being targeted. Church
leaders met with Defence Minister
Lemma Megersa and Deputy Prime
Minister Demeke Mekonnen, state-affili-
ated Fana Broadcasting Corporate
reported Saturday, though it was unclear
what came of the meeting. 

‘God is with us’ 
At Sunday’s memorial service in

Addis Ababa, hundreds of worship-
pers  bowed the i r  heads  dur ing  a
moment of si lence for the victims.
Father Markos said members of the
church  were  prepared to  d ie  in
defence of fellow worshippers and

church property. “If they come with
machetes, we will go with crosses,”
he said. “God is with us.” Churchgoer
Esubalew Yimam called the govern-
ment ’s  response  and part icu lar ly
Abiy’s statement “disappointing”. 

“The duty of the government is to

protect its citizens, more than develop-
ment and other things,” he said.
“Currently we’re not seeing that hap-
pening.” Esubalew also accused Abiy of
failing to stand up to the activist whose
allegations against the security forces
kicked off last week’s unrest. —AFP

Lebanon protest 
teach-ins 
revive pre-war 
landmarks 
BEIRUT: The Lebanese capital’s iconic
egg-shaped cinema looming large behind
him, Jamil Mouawad lectured around 20
students on the politics of public space, as
demonstrations swelled in the streets below.
“It’s a political act to be able to teach here,”
said the professor of political science at the
American University of Beirut (AUB),
perched on a rectangular base underpinning
the bullet-ravaged and long-abandoned
building.

“This is a place where knowledge and
practice can meet,” he said, as chants
against the ruling elite echoed upwards -
part of a days-long protest that has forced
public access to this and other Beirut land-
marks. Built in the 1960s, the Egg was to be
part of a multi-use complex, before
Lebanon’s 1975-1990 civil war damaged the
building and scuppered development plans.
After the conflict ended, it was threatened

by a privatized post-war reconstruction
process that leveled architectural landmarks
in central Beirut, replacing them with glitzy
high-rises.

Solidere - the controversial company in
charge of developing much of the area,
including the Egg’s environs - limited public
access to the space, although the building
briefly hosted underground festivals and
parties in the 1990s. But since unprecedent-
ed, cross-sectarian protests demanding the
removal of an entrenched political elite
engulfed central Beirut last week, the Egg
has been among several pre-war spaces
occupied by academics and demonstrators.

They have organized raves and movie
screenings inside, injecting new life into the
once-dreary centre of the capital, which
hasn’t seen such a lively social scene since
Solidere transformed the area into a luxury
zone. “I live 200 meters away from the Egg
and I had never stepped foot inside” said
Bachar El-Halabi, a researcher at AUB, who
moderated a lecture at the site on Friday.
“The history of Beirut is inside it, and the
capital’s present and future are just outside,
on the streets.”

‘Eggupation’
One recent afternoon, more than 100

people - mostly students - streamed into

the Egg’s hollowed interior as an economist
and former minister delivered a lecture on
“Capitalism in Crisis,” while heavy rain fell
outside. “This space is more important than
any university,” Charbel Nahas, an AUB
professor, told a cheering crowd of stu-

dents, the walls around him plastered with
slogans demanding the “fall of the regime.”
Posters hanging from metal rails announced
the “Eggupation” of the concrete edifice, as
a coffee vendor walked through the crowd,
clinking small cups. —AFP

US seeks data on Iran 
humanitarian exports
WASHINGTON: The United States has asked for-
eign governments to submit detailed reports on
humanitarian exports to Iran, a step observers said
could have a chilling effect and cast a pall over
European efforts to allow trade. President Donald
Trump’s administration, which has cast Tehran’s cler-
ical regime as enemy number one, announced a new
“humanitarian mechanism” which it said would help
the Iranian people by facilitating “legitimate” trade.

As it announced the initiative, the Treasury
Department also said it was blacklisting Iran on
charges of money laundering under the 2001
Patriot Act, effectively forbidding all US transac-
tions with Iranian banks. The Trump administration
has imposed sweeping sanctions on Tehran and
officially makes exceptions for food, medicine and
other humanitarian goods, but most companies are
unwilling to do any trade with Iran for fear of
repercussions in the world’s largest economy.

US officials said the new mechanism will allow
foreign governments and banks to reduce their
risks by showing their transactions to Washington,
which would certify they are in compliance with
sanctions. “A new humanitarian channel will make it
easier for foreign governments, financial institutions
and private companies to engage in legitimate
humanitarian trade on behalf of the Iranian people
while reducing the risk that money ends up in the
wrong hands,” Brian Hook, the State Department
point man on Iran, said in a statement.

Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin said the
Trump administration “remains committed to the
unfettered flow of humanitarian aid to the Iranian
people.” To seek certification, each institution will
need to submit “substantial and unprecedented”
information on a monthly basis, including all invoic-
es and details on their customers-including whether
they appeared on any US, EU or UN blacklists in
the previous five years.

Brian O’Toole, a senior Treasury Department
adviser dealing with sanctions under former presi-
dent Barack Obama, said the measure looked like it
was aimed more at gathering intelligence than
helping ordinary Iranians and expected many for-
eign banks would be unable to provide the level of
detail required. “I think this is going to have a chill-
ing effect. It will have the exact opposite effect of
what they’re claiming it will,” said O’Toole, now a
senior fellow at the Atlantic Council think tank.

‘Nothing more than farce’ 
The National Iranian American Council said the

latest actions would increase the burden for
humanitarian trade, amid accounts of Iranians who
have gone without vital medicine or medical prod-
ucts. “The Trump administration has sounded the
death knell for humanitarian trade with Iran,” the
Iranian American group said in a statement. “Let’s
be clear: There is unlikely to be a single banker in
the world that will accept these conditions and par-
ticipate in the trade,” it said.

“The Trump administration is surely aware of
this fact, and its humanitarian channel should be
viewed as nothing more than farce.” O’Toole, the
former Treasury adviser, said that the measure also
looked like it was aimed at countering INSTEX, a
channel set up by European powers to skirt unilat-
eral US sanctions. “This is clearly saying-okay, we
told you INSTEX is bad, this is what you should
use, never mind the invasion of US government sov-
ereignty on you,” he said. —AFP

VATICAN CITY: An assembly of Roman Catholic
bishops from the Amazon on Saturday proposed that
married men in the remote area be allowed to be
ordained priests, which could lead to a landmark
change in the Church’s centuries-old discipline of
celibacy. The proposal, made in a final document
from a three-week assembly, known as a synod,
passed by 128 votes in favor to 41 against. Pope
Francis will consider it, along with many other pro-
posals on issues including the environment and the
role of women, in a future document of his own,
known as an Apostolic Exhortation.

Separately, when he closed the synod’s final
working session ear l ier  on Saturday, Francis
announced that he would reconvene a commission to
study the history of women
deacons in the early cen-
tur ies  of  the Cathol ic
Church, responding to calls
by women that  they be
allowed to take up the role
today. But  the issue of  a
married priesthood for the
Amazon region was by far
the most contentious item in
the 120-paragraph f inal
document.

The proposal  cal ls  for
married men who are already deacons in the Church,
have a stable family relationship, and are proven
leaders in their communities to be ordained as
priests. It said the ordination to the priesthood
would have to be preceded by an “adequate forma-
tion”. This solution to the shortage of priests,
backed by many South American bishops, would
allow Catholics in isolated areas to attend Mass and
receive the sacraments more regularly. At least 85%
of Amazon villages cannot attend Mass every week
and some cannot do so for years.

Conservatives oppose the change, fearing it
would be a slippery slope leading to a married
priesthood throughout the 1 .3  bi l l ion member
Church. They fear that if one part of the Church was
allowed to ordain married men as an exception,
there would be nothing to stop other areas with a
shortage of priests doing the same, even in devel-
oped countries. A CBS News poll last year said
nearly 70% of American Catholics favor letting
priests marry. The document said that some bishops
in the synod thought the issue should be discussed
on a universal basis.

Women deacons
Conservatives are also opposed to women dea-

cons, saying the deaconate
is  l inked with the male
priesthood. Many deacons
in the Church around the
world today are marr ied
men. Deacons, like priests,
are ordained ministers. They
may not celebrate Mass, but
they may preach, teach in
the name of  the Church,
baptize and conduct wed-
ding, wake and funeral serv-
ices and even run a parish

with the permission of a bishop. In his closing com-
ments to the synod, Francis said: “We still have not
grasped the significance of women in the Church.”

Scholars have debated the precise role of women
deacons in the early Church. Some say they minis-
tered only to other women, such as at immersion
rites at baptism and to inspect the bodies of women
in cases where Christian men were accused of
domestic violence and brought before Church tri-
bunals. Others believe women deacons in the early
Church were fully ordained and on a par with the

male deacons at the time. The Church did away with
female deacons altogether in later centuries.

A commission that handed its report to the pope
this year was inconclusive. Francis, who ends the
synod ceremoniously with a Mass in St Peter’s
Basilica yesterday, gave no details on when the new

commission would start its work. Francis and his
predecessors have ruled out allowing women to
become priests. But advocates of women priests see
a female deaconate might eventually make it easier
for a future pope to study the possibility of women
priests. —Reuters

Conservatives oppose change, fearing slippery slope of change

Vatican synod proposes ordaining 
married men as priests in Amazon

VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis (center) arrives to celebrate the Mass for the conclusion of the Synod on the
Amazonia in Saint Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican yesterday. —AFP

ADDIS ABABA: Christian Orthodox faithful prepare to pray at the Holy Trinity Church
in Addis Ababa, during the memorial service for the victims of the violence which
erupted earlier in the month in the Oromia region. —AFP

BEIRUT: People walk during an open-air lecture given by Jamil Mouawad (unseen)
- professor of political science at the American University of Beirut (AUB), near ‘the
Egg’ building in the centre of the Lebanese capital Beirut. —AFP
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Kurdish forces leave 
Turkish border area
BEIRUT: The Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces
(SDF) said yesterday it had agreed to withdraw more
than 30 km from the Turkish border, an announcement
welcomed by Damascus which said Turkey should now
end its “aggression” in northeast Syria. Turkey
launched its cross-border offensive on Oct 9 targeting
Kurdish YPG forces in northeast Syria after President

Donald Trump pulled US troops out of the area. 
Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan and Russia’s

Vladimir Putin then agreed on Oct 22 that Syrian bor-
der guards and Russian military police would clear the
border area up to 30 km into Syria of YPG fighters
over a six-day period that ends Tuesday. The YPG is
the main component of the SDF and is viewed by
Ankara as terrorists due to their links to Kurdish insur-
gents in southeast Turkey. 

But the SDF has been a key ally of the United States in
the fight against Islamic State militants. “The SDF is rede-
ploying to new positions away from the Turkish-Syrian
border across northeast Syria in accordance with the

terms of the (Erdogan-Putin) agreement in order to stop
the bloodshed and to protect the inhabitants of the region
from Turkish attacks,” the SDF said in a statement.

It urged Russia to help ensure “a constructive dia-
logue” between the Kurdish-led administration in
northeast Syria and the government of President
Bashar Al-Assad in Damascus. Moscow is Assad’s
closest ally and Russian military power has proven
decisive in helping him turn the tide of Syria’s eight-
year civil war and recover large swathes of territory.
The Sochi agreement allows Assad’s forces to return
to parts of the northern border with Turkey for the
first time in years. —Reuters


