
Huawei Watch GT 2:
Powerful new Kirin
A1 chip adds long
battery life 
KUWAIT: Huawei has upped the class with its latest
smartwatch, the Huawei Watch GT 2, a sequel to the
Huawei Watch GT and it has made a world of differ-
ence. Improvements have been made to both hard-
ware and the software, with more functionality and
smoother performance. This is made possible by the
specially designed Kirin A1 chip that brings ultra-low
power consumption and improved performance. We
put Huawei’s latest offering through its paces to see
how it fared with daily use in a range of activities. The
new device is a part of Huawei’s Seamless AI Life
strategy, which aims at creating an AI powered all-
scenario intelligent lifestyle as well as an intelligent
industry ecosystem based on an open platform.

Proprietary Kirin A1 chipset supports unrivalled
battery life. The Huawei Watch Gt 2 is the brand’s first
wearable powered by the Kirin A1 processor. In daily
use, the Huawei Watch GT 2 46mm series can operate
continuously for up to two weeks, with both the intelli-
gent heart rate monitor and call notification functions
switched on. Additionally, the battery supports weekly
usage of up to 30 minutes of Bluetooth calls, up to 30
minutes of music playback, up to 90 minutes of exer-
cise and using the scientific sleep mode at night. In the
classic mode, the Huawei Watch GT 2 42mm series can
operate continuously for up to one week. Both series
of watches have greatly improved battery life in the
GPS tracked sports mode.

The Kirin A1 chipset integrates an advanced
Bluetooth processing unit, a powerful audio process-
ing unit, an ultra-low power consumption application
processor and a separate power management unit. It
is the perfect combination of high performance and
efficient power consumption that makes it possible for
Huawei Watch GT 2 to have such a long battery life.

Huawei claims two weeks from a single charge for
the 46mm version and one week for the 42mm watch.
This is an amazing feature when you consider the
smartwatch has a full touchscreen and is able to track
heart rate. New professional sports monitoring creates
a richer smartwatch experience 

The first Huawei Watch GT received great praise
for its fitness tracking abilities. This sequel easily lives
up to its predecessor, with a similarly precise array of
sensors for detection and tracking. This watch is a
capable fitness tracker. 

In the sports mode, Huawei Watch GT 2 is compat-

ible with 15 sports, including eight outdoor sports
(running, walking, climbing, hiking, trail running,
cycling, open water, triathlon) and seven indoor sports
(walking, running, cycling, swimming pool, free train-
ing, elliptical machine, rowing machine). For these 15
sports modes, the watch provides full-scale monitor-
ing of approximately 190 types of data. The watch
gives targeted pre-exercise data analysis for different
sports, data recording analysis during the exercise and
professional advice afterwards. It is like having a per-
sonal intelligent sports coach to make your exercise
safer and better.

Comprehensive health management 
Huawei has become an industry leader in health

management, and it builds upon its expertise with the
Huawei Watch GT 2. Unless in the sports mode, the
user will be notified if their heart rate is above 100
bpm or below 50 bpm for more than 10 minutes. 

Poor quality sleep has become a problem for many
but with Huawei TruSleep 2.0 the device monitors
sleep quality, real-time heart rate, sleep breathing
quality and uses big data analysis to rate sleep quality.
It combines Huawei AI technology to accurately ana-
lyze sleep problems and provides sleep improvement
suggestions.

All-in-one 3D glass design 
Inheriting the classic look from the previous gener-

ation, the Huawei Watch GT 2 further upgrades the
aesthetics with a full-screen, borderless design. The
all-in-one 3D glass surface allows for a wider look and
feel. The dial of the 46mm series adopts bevelled

sculpting and gemstone processing techniques to cre-
ate 3D curved glass and applies individual carving to
create concave spots on the dial. Alternatively, the
curved dial of the 42mm series is only 9.4mm thick and
is decorated with an extremely thin, fashionable metal
frame. The Huawei Watch GT 2 46mm series is also
equipped with a 1.39-inch AMOLED HD precision
touch screen with display resolution of 454 x 454 pix-
els, wider color gamut, and ultra-thin design. 

Verdict
The Huawei Watch GT 2 has lived up to expecta-

tions with the subtle design aesthetic housing power-
ful features, such as two-week battery life. With a host
of useful features, including handy workout insights
that help push you beyond your limits, to stress and
sleep monitors that make sure you are at your best,
the Huawei Watch GT 2  is a match for anything you
can throw at it. It comes highly recommended. 

KUWAIT: All eyes were on the trade
developments between the US and China
in addition to the seemingly never-ending
Brexit situation. The economic adviser of
the White House Larry Kudlow stated that
tariffs scheduled for December could be
withdrawn if negotiations continue to go
well. The news elevated investors’ overall
sentiment and risk appetite which pushed
10-year US Treasury yield to a five-week
high of 1.804 percent last Tuesday. 

On the FX front, the US dollar rallied
on the back of increased volatility due to
Brexit and increased risk sentiment. The
dollar index opened the week at 97.338
and reached a low of 97.140 before gain-
ing momentum and reaching a one-week
high of 97.777. 

Looking at commodities, the safe-
haven metal  Gold was supported by
uncertainties regarding Brexit though
gains were limited as the markets contin-
ues to price in a relatively prompt depar-
ture. Investors also awaited the Federal
Reserve meeting on October 30th, during
which it is expected to cut its benchmark
interest rate for a third consecutive time
this year.

Mixed US data
Durable goods orders plunged by 1.1

percent on month to month basis in the
US, much below the market’s expectation
of a 0.5 percent drop. The manufacturing
PMI rebounded to a 51.5 reading in
October, beating market’s expectations of
50.7. However, with durable goods orders
dropping, the manufacturing sector is
expected to endure the costs and shrink.  

ECB maintains status quo 
The European Central Bank had its pol-

icy meeting last Thursday where Mario
Draghi delivered his last statement as ECB
President. As expected, the ECB made no
changes to the monetary policy and con-
firmed the commitment to re-start the QE
program beginning of November. When it
comes to forward guidance, Draghi iterat-
ed that rates will remain at their current
levels until “inflation outlook robustly con-
verge” to the ECB’s target. While inflation
has been pressured, the ECB President
said, it is expected to fall further before
starting to pick up momentum again.  He
also added that there was full support
from the Council on the measures taken in

September, re-launching QE and cutting
deposit rates by 10 basis points. 

On the FX side, the single currency
opened the week at 1.1146 and continued
to deteriorate to break the 1.11 level to a
one week low of 1.1093 on Thursday. The
dovish stance by the ECB and vague for-
ward guidance pressured the euro lower. 

Eurozone PMI pressured 
Eurozone composite PMI in October

had a minor change as it rose from 50.1 to
50.2 just below market consensus of 50.3.
In details, service PMI remained resilient
and edged up from 51.6 to 51.8. On the
other hand, the manufacturing PMI
remained at contractionary levels (below a
reading of 50) at 45.7. That is the weakest
level since October 2012. 

Boris wins and loses 
The Parliament in the UK backed PM

Boris Johnson’s Brexit deal in principle by
329 votes to 299. This win marks the first
time the Parliament had approved any
Brexit deal, suggesting a possibility to get
the deal through. The second vote was to
decide on the rushed timeline set by

Johnson to go through the entire Brexit
document in three days and make it a law.
The vote did not pass and raised the mar-
ket’s concern of a possible no-deal sce-
nario if the EU doesn’t offer extension
until January 31 2020. The PM warned
officials that if  the EU agreed to the
extension, the prime minister will call for
an election instead. The cable dropped
from 1.30 and continued to deteriorate to
a low of 1.2789.

After a meeting of EU diplomats last
Wednesday afternoon, officials claimed
there was a general agreement to extend
the October 31st Brexit  deadline.

European Council President Donald Tusk
urged EU27 leaders to grant the UK’s for-
mal request for an extension until January
31st, with the possibility of leaving sooner
if the Withdrawal Agreement is ratified by
the EU and UK. UK Prime Minister Boris
Johnson does not want Brussels to extend
the date beyond October 31st and has dis-
missed any consideration of an extension
to pressure British MPs to push through
his deal.

Kuwaiti dinar
USD/KWD opened at 0.30355 yester-

day morning.
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EXCHANGE RATES

AL-MUZAINI EXCHANGE CO.

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer                           304.400
Euro                                                  340.780
Sterling Pound                                  394.350
Canadian dollar                                235.240
Turkish lira                                       54.070
Swiss Franc                                      309.660
US Dollar Buying                             296.950

ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen                                    2.802
Indian Rupees                                  4.302
Pakistani Rupees                              1.963
Srilankan Rupees                             1.674
Nepali Rupees                                 2.677
Singapore Dollar                              225.060
Hongkong Dollar                              38.839
Bangladesh Taka                              3.574
Philippine Peso                                 5.956
Thai Baht                                          10.108
Malaysian ringgit                             77.852

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal                                       81.227
Qatari Riyal                                      83.661
Omani Riyal                                      791.163
Bahraini Dinar                                  808.820
UAE Dirham                                     82.931

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash                   20.900

BAHRAIN EXCHANGE COMPANY WLL

Egyptian Pound - Transfer              18.866
Yemen Riyal/for 1000                     1.223
Tunisian Dinar                                  111.500
Jordanian Dinar                                429.790
Lebanese Lira/for 1000                  0.203
Syrian Lira                                        0.000
Morocco Dirham                             32.189

CURRENCY                                 BUY                             SELL
Europe

British Pound                                    0.383906                        0.387806
Czech Korune                                  0.005207                       0.014507
Danish Krone                                   0.041227                        0.046227
Euro                                                  0.330411                         0.344111
Georgian Lari                                   0.121480                         0.121480
Hungarian 0.001147                        0.001337
Norwegian Krone                            0.029279                        0.034479
Romanian Leu                                  0.065231                        0.082081
Russian ruble                                    0.004775                       0.004775
Slovakia                                            0.009099                       0.019099
Swedish Krona                                 0.027494                        0.032494
Swiss Franc                                      0.299995                        0.310995

Australasia
Australian Dollar                              0.199883                        0.211883
New Zealand Dollar                         0.187457                        0.196957

America
Canadian Dollar                               0.228078                        0.237078
US Dollars                                        0.300300                       0.305600
US Dollars Mint                               0.300800                       0.305600

Asia
Bangladesh Taka                              0.002962                       0.003763
Chinese Yuan                                   0.041639                        0.045139
Hong Kong Dollar                            0.036936                        0.039686
Indian Rupee                                    0.003690                       0.004462
Indonesian Rupiah                           0.000017                       0.000023
Japanese Yen                                    0.002719                        0.002899
Korean Won                                     0.000249                       0.000264
Malaysian Ringgit                            0.069357                       0.075357
Nepalese Rupee                              0.002625                       0.002965
Pakistan Rupee                                0.001332                        0.002102
Philippine Peso                                 0.005715                        0.006015
Singapore Dollar                              0.217981                         0.227981
Sri Lankan Rupee                            0.001319                        0.001899
Taiwan                                              0.009697                       0.009877
Thai Baht                                          0.009736                       0.010286
Vietnamese Dong                            0.000013                       0.000013

Arab
Bahraini Dinar                                  0.801280                        0.809330
Egyptian Pound                               0.018636                        0.021377
Iranian Riyal                                     0.000084                      0.000086
Iraqi Dinar                                        0.000214                        0.000274
Jordanian Dinar                                0.424432                        0.433432
Kuwaiti Dinar                                   1.000000                       1.000000
Lebanese Pound                              0.000157                       0.000257
Moroccan Dirhams                          0.020832                        0.044832
Omani Riyal                                      0.785522                        0.793413
Qatar Riyal                                       0.082955                        0.083789
Saudi Riyal                                       0.080087                       0.081387
Syrian Pound                                    0.001290                        0.001510
Tunisian Dinar                                  0.103271                         0.111271
Turkish Lira                                      0.046002                       0.055847
UAE Dirhams                                   0.082244                        0.083070
Yemeni Riyal                                    0.000989                       0.001069

NBK Money Markets Report

Al-Tijari announces 
winners of 
Al-Najma draws
KUWAIT: Commercial Bank conducted the weekly draws on
Al-Najma Account and the draw on the “Salary and Cash on
Top” campaign. The draws were conducted in the presence
of Ministry of Commerce and Industry representative
Abdulaziz Ashkanani.  

The results of the draw were as follows:
1-  Al-Najma weekly account - the prize of KD 5,000 and

was for the share of Bashar Naeem Al-Ktifan.
2-  The “Salary & Cash on Top campaign” prize of KD

1,000 and was for the share of Zainab Ghazi Kadhem
Hamdan.

The bank stated that the account prizes this year is featured
by the highest cash prize and diversity of prizes throughout the
year clarifying that Al-Najma Account will offer weekly prize
of KD 5,000,  monthly prize of KD 20,000 and a semi-annual
prize of KD 500,000 in addition to the largest prize - linked
bank account payout of KD 1,500,000. Al-Najma Account can
be opened by depositing KD 100, and customer should main-
tain a minimum amount of KD 500 to be eligible to enter all
draws on Al-Najma Account prizes. As for the chances of win-
ning, the more balance a customer maintains in Al Najma
Account, the more chances the account holder will get to win,
where each KD 25 will give the customer one chance to win,
the account also offers additional benefits like the ATM card, a
credit card against customer’s account and all CBK banking
services that customer can enjoy.   

As regarding “Salary & Cash on Top” campaign designat-
ed for Kuwaiti and expatriate employees as well as the
retirees and which is valid until 31 December 2019 and the
mechanism of joining this campaign for availing its benefits,
the Bank explained that Kuwaiti employees with a salary of
KD 500 & above whether newly recruited or in service can
transfer their salary to the Bank and avail the benefits of this
campaign by getting instant cash gift of KD 250 or an inter-
est free loan 5 times the salary up to KD 10,000, add to this
they will automatically enter the weekly draw on KD 1,000. 

As for the expatriate customers categorized under
Premier Banking Account with a salary KD of 1,700 and
above, they will get instant cash gift. The retirees with pen-
sion KD 1,000 and above will also get an instant cash gift of
KD 150 when transferring their pension to the Bank and
automatically enter the weekly draw on a prize of KD 1,000
and avail the benefits of this campaign designated for
Kuwaiti and expatriate employees working in private & pub-
lic sector as well as the retirees. 

Risk sentiment on the rise amid 
persisting trade standoff, Brexit 

Fund managers 
see risk Fed cuts 
rates to zero
NEW YORK: Speculation the Federal Reserve will
continue cutting interest rates well past its policy
meeting next week is pushing some bond fund man-
agers into assets ranging from short-term Treasury
bills to half-paid off 15-year home mortgages. They’re
betting that short-term US interest rates will once
again return to near zero for the first time since the
wake of the 2008 financial crisis.

The market is already pricing in a 93.5 percent
chance the US central bank cuts short-term interest
rates by at least 0.25 percent at its October 30th poli-
cy meeting, according to CME Group’s FedWatch
tool, continuing a rate-cutting cycle that began earlier
this year and helped lead to bull markets in both
bonds and equities.

The probability of such a cut was just 64.1 percent in
late September. Yet fund managers and analysts from
firms including First Pacific Advisors, Columbia
Threadneedle, and Brandywine Global say the market is
still underpricing the possibility the Fed will continue
cutting rates well into next year, essentially taking short-
term interest rates back to where they were before the
central bank began lifting rates in 2015. — Reuters


