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Dragic, Heat survive Bucks in 
overtime after wild rallies

MILWAUKEE: Reserve guard Goran Dragic had a
team-high 25 points — including six in overtime —
and eight assists as the Miami Heat rallied and then
survived the host Milwaukee Bucks 131-126 on
Saturday night. The Bucks sent the game to overtime
on a put-back by Giannis Antetokounmpo just a split-
second before the regulation buzzer. Antetokounmpo
had rebounded an air ball by Khris Middleton to tie
the score 121-121. Antetokounmpo, the NBA’s reigning
MVP, fouled out with 2:31 left in overtime, finishing
with 29 points, 17 rebounds, nine assists, three steals
and two blocks. But he also committed eight turnovers,
missed all five of his 3-point attempts and fouled out
for his second straight game. Earlier in the game,
Milwaukee blew a 21-point third-quarter lead, as
Miami seemingly took control. The Heat had a nine-
point lead with 3:33 left in the fourth quarter. But
Miami missed three straight free throws with 3.3 sec-
onds left — one by Bam Adebayo and two by Justise
Winslow, setting the stage for Antetokounmpo’s dra-
matic put-back.

ROCKETS 126, PELICANS 123
Russell Westbrook surpassed Magic Johnson in

career triple-doubles, and host Houston held on to
beat short-handed New Orleans. Westbrook notched
28 points, 10 rebounds and 13 assists for his 139th
triple-double, moving past Johnson for second place in
NBA history. His two free throws with 6.1 seconds left
built the lead to three. Brandon Ingram was exception-
al for the Pelicans, who played without guard Jrue
Holiday (knee). Ingram paired 35 points with 15
rebounds, both game-highs, and added five assists. He
received support from Lonzo Ball (18 points, 10
assists) and JJ Redick (14 points).

CAVALIERS 110, PACERS 99
Kevin Love came one assist shy of a triple-double,

Tristan Thompson scored 25 points, and host
Cleveland held off a late rally to beat Indiana.
Cleveland led almost wire-to-wire, building an advan-

tage that swelled to as many as 24 points. The front-
court duo of Love and Thompson set the tone, with
Love registering 21 points, 13 rebounds and nine
assists, and Thompson posting a double-double with
13 rebounds. His team-high 25 points included his first
career 3-pointer.

76ERS 117, PISTONS 111
Tobias Harris had 29 points and Al Horford tossed in

23 points, including a late flurry that lifted visiting
Philadelphia over Detroit. Both sides were missing key
players. Sixers All-Star center Joel Embiid sat out with
a right ankle sprain. Pistons All-Star forward Blake
Griffin (hamstring, knee) remained sidelined, and start-
ing point guard Reggie Jackson (sore back) joined him
in street clothes. Horford also contributed nine
rebounds and five assists. Ben Simmons posted 13
points, 10 assists and seven steals, and Mike Scott
added 17 points off the bench, including five 3-point
makes. Derrick Rose carried the Pistons with 31 points
off the bench.

SUNS 130, CLIPPERS 122
Devin Booker had 30 points and eight assists, and

Frank Kaminsky had 18 points, eight rebounds and six
assists off the bench as host Phoenix beat Los Angeles
to break a 12-game losing streak in the series. Kelly
Oubre Jr. had 20 points and made all nine of his free-
throw attempts, and Dario Saric had 15 points and 10
rebounds for the Suns, who have split two games since
center Deandre Ayton was suspended Thursday for 25
games for violating the NBA/NBPA anti-drug pro-
gram. Kawhi Leonard had 27 points, 10 assists and
eight rebounds, and Montrezl Harrell and Lou Williams
combined for 51 points off the bench for the Clippers,
who were attempting to become the first team in the
league to three victories.

HAWKS 103, MAGIC 99
Trae Young had 39 points, seven rebounds and nine

assists to lead Atlanta to a win against visiting

Orlando. Kevin Huerter and Jabari Parker scored 10
points each off the bench, and John Collins finished
with nine points and 12 rebounds for Atlanta. Evan
Fournier scored 23 points, Nikola Vucevic had 16
points and 10 rebounds, D.J. Augustin scored 14 and
Markelle Fultz had 12 off the bench for the Magic.

CELTICS 118, KNICKS 95
Marcus Smart scored 12 points off the bench,

including a 3-pointer during an 8-0 Boston run to
start the fourth quarter, and the Celtics pulled away

to defeat host New York. Kemba Walker had a game-
high 32 points, a majority of them on seven made 3-
pointers, as the Celtics overcame a horrible start to
sweep a back-to-back sequence that began with a
home win over Toronto on Friday. RJ Barrett went for
26 points for the Knicks, who lost their home opener
after tipping off the season with a pair of defeats on
the road. Barrett and Julius Randle combined for 12
points when the Knicks, coming off a 113-109 loss at
Brooklyn on Friday night, blitzed the Celtics early
with a 16-4 run to open the game. — Reuters

MILWAUKEE:  Ersan Ilyasova #7 of the Milwaukee Bucks dribbles the ball while being guarded by Bam
Adebayo #13 of the Miami Heat in the second quarter at the Fiserv Forum in Milwaukee, — AFP

Love’s near triple-double leads Cavaliers over Pacers

MILAN: Cristiano Ronaldo stayed at home as
Juventus battled to a 1-1 stalemate at lowly Lecce on
Saturday, but the defending champions still stay top
in Serie A as nearest rivals Inter Milan drew 2-2 with
Parma. Both goals in Lecce came from penalties with
Paulo Dybala’s strike from the spot after 50 minutes
cancelled out by Marco Mancosu’s six minutes later
as the promoted southerners grabbed their first point
at home this season.

Unbeaten Juventus have 23 points from nine
games, one more than Antonio Conte’s Inter, who let
the champions off the hook to stay second.

Ronaldo, 34, did not make the trip to the heel of
Italy after Tuesday’s 2-1 Champions League win over
Lokomotiv Moscow, and ahead of two Serie A
matches in four days next week, and a reverse fixture
against the Russians on November 6.

“Ronaldo was tired both physically and mentally,
so it would not have helped to make this journey,”
said Juventus coach Maurizio Sarri.  “When a player
expresses his fatigue, it’s only right to give him a rest.

“Even without him we created ten chances on
goal, but weren’t able to finish them off. We let our-
selves be drawn into a dirty game.” It was a bruising
encounter in Puglia.

Argentina forward Gonzalo Higuain suffered a
nasty knock to his forehead late in the game after
colliding with Lecce’s Brazilian goalkeeper Gabriel.

The 31-year-old sat down on the pitch after the
game suffering from dizziness and was stretchered
off, later receiving stitches to his forehead.

Miralem Pjanic and Rodrigo Bentancur also suf-
fered knocks. Dybala, who scored both goals against
the Russians last Wednesday, started up front along-
side Higuain, with Federico Bernardeschi slotting in
just behind the Argentine strike duo. Sarri rang the
changes giving starts to Emre Can and Danilo with
Blaise Matuidi and Juan Cuadrado both named on the
bench. Higuain looked as if he had scored the opener
after a quarter of an hour, finishing off Alex Sandro’s
cross, but the goal was ruled out for offside.

Dybala put Juventus ahead five minutes into the
second half with his sixth goal in five games.

But captain Mancosu pulled his side back level
from the spot six minutes later after a Matthijs De
Ligt handball. “We needed to be a bit more deter-
mined and clinical after we scored,” said Sarri. 

“I didn’t like the way we played after taking the
lead — we sat back too much.”

Inter, meanwhile, looked sluggish after their 2-0
Champions League win over Borussia Dortmund
three days ago. Antonio Candreva added to his
European goal last week with his deflected shot put-
ting the hosts ahead after 23 minutes in front of a
crowd of 67,000 in the San Siro.

But Parma were ahead seven minutes later when
on-loan forward Yann Karamoh equalised and then
set up Gervinho for a second on the half hour mark
against his parent club.

Romelu Lukaku grabbed a point for Inter after 51
minutes with the goal, his sixth in nine games, con-
firmed after long consultation with VAR.

Inter coach Conte said he was concerned by his
lack of back-up with key players including forward
Alexis Sanchez and midfielder Stefano Sensi out
injured.

“This was our third match in six days and practi-
cally the same players have taken to the pitch,” said
the former Chelsea and Juventus boss.—AFP

Inter Milan let 
Juventus off the 
hook with draw

BOSTON: Tuukka Rask stopped all 26 shots he faced,
David Pastrnak extended his goal streak to five games and
the Boston Bruins beat the visiting St. Louis Blues 3-0
Saturday night in a rematch of last season’s Stanley Cup
Final. Rask picked up his second shutout of the season as
the Bruins got revenge in the same building where they lost
a decisive Game 7 to the Blues in June. Pastrnak’s goal was
his ninth during his streak, and Anders Bjork and Brandon
Carlo (empty-netter) also scored in Boston’s second straight
victory. Brad Marchand assisted to extend his points streak
to nine games, while Pastrnak has points in eight straight.
The Bruins have also scored power-play goals in six con-
secutive contests. Jordan Binnington had 21 saves for St.
Louis, which had a two-game winning streak end.

FLYERS 7, BLUE JACKETS 4
James van Riemsdyk had two goals and one assist, and

Jakub Voracek and Kevin Hayes each added a goal and two
assists as host Philadelphia scored five unanswered third-
period goals to rally past Columbus. Shayne Gostisbehere
had one goal and one assist, while Michael Raffl and Travis
Konecny each scored for the Flyers, who won their third in a
row by coming back from a 4-2 deficit in the final 9:08.
Philadelphia goaltender Brian Elliott made 22 saves. Boone
Jenner paced the Blue Jackets with two goals, while Pierre-
Luc Dubois and Josh Anderson had one goal apiece, with
Anderson adding an assist. Columbus had a six-game point

streak snapped (4-0-2 in that span). Blue Jackets goaltender
Joonas Korpisalo stopped 39 shots.

PREDATORS 3, LIGHTNING 2 (OT)
Defenseman Ryan Ellis scored 3:15 into overtime as vis-

iting Nashville continued its mastery of Tampa Bay. The
Predators were unable to convert on their power play in
the extra session, but Lightning defenseman Braydon
Coburn’s failure to clear the puck resulted in Ellis wiring a
wrist shot from above the left circle that sailed past Curtis
McElhinney. The goal was Ellis’ second of the season and
first career in overtime. Calle Jarnkrok and captain Roman
Josi each scored a power-play goal, and Juuse Saros fin-
ished with 28 saves for Nashville, which has won three in a
row overall and improved to 10-0-2 in its last 12 encounters
with Tampa Bay.

JETS 2, FLAMES 1 (OT)
Bryan Little was the overtime hero as Winnipeg rallied

from a third-period deficit to beat Calgary in the Heritage
Classic outdoor game in Regina, Sask. Kyle Connor made a
perfect pass for Little to convert on a two-on-one rush with
1:56 remaining in overtime, capping a game played amidst
falling snow and before a sellout crowd of 33,518 at Mosaic
Stadium, home of the Canadian Football League’s
Saskatchewan Roughriders. Jets goalie Connor Hellebuyck
stopped 29 shots for the win in what became an entertain-
ing goaltending battle despite the poor ice conditions. Four
of Winnipeg’s six victories this season have come after reg-
ulation.

PENGUINS 3, STARS 0
Goaltender Matt Murray stopped 25 shots, and Dominik

Kahun, Bryan Rust and Brandon Tanev scored third-period
goals as visiting Pittsburgh downed Dallas. For Murray it
was his 11th career shutout, his first of the season and his
first against the Stars. Dallas goalie Ben Bishop made 24
saves. The win broke the Penguins’ three-game losing streak
— which began after Pittsburgh beat the Stars 4-2 at home
on Oct. 18. Dallas had won three straight since the previous
loss to the Penguins.

CANADIENS 5, MAPLE LEAFS 2
Joel Armia scored a power-play goal in the opening sec-

onds of the third period to snap a tie as the Montreal scored
three third-period goals to defeat visiting Toronto. Jonathan
Drouin had two goals on a pair of breakaways for the
Canadiens, and Brendan Gallagher and Nick Suzuki added a
goal each. Armia also had an assist. Carey Price made 29
saves for the Canadiens, who had lost their two previous
games. Jake Muzzin and Andreas Johnsson scored for the
Maple Leafs, but it was Muzzin’s turnover that allowed
Armia to score just seven seconds into the third for the
eventual winner.

HURRICANES 4, BLACKHAWKS 0
Andrei Svechnikov scored twice, and Petr Mrazek

stopped 32 shots as Carolina halted a three-game losing
streak in Raleigh, N.C. Nino Niederreiter and Jordan Staal
also scored for the Hurricanes, who tallied twice on the
power play. Niederreiter, who scored his first goal of the
season, also had an assist. Sebastian Aho picked up two
assists. Mrazek posted his second shutout of the season.
Chicago, playing in its first true road game of the season,
has lost four straight. Corey Crawford made 27 saves for the
Blackhawks.— Reuters

Bruins shut out 
Blues in rematch

LONDON: Wolverhampton Wanderers battled
back from a below-par first-half display to
draw 1-1 against Newcastle thanks to Jonny’s
leveller at St James’ Park yesterday.

Nuno Espirito Santo’s side are unbeaten in
the Premier League since mid-September but
will be disappointed not to have taken all
three points after dominating the second peri-
od against Geordies.

Hosts Newcastle took the lead in the 37th
minute through captain Jamaal Lascelles, who
got on the end of a fine cross from Federico
Fernandez to power a header past Rui Patricio.

Wolves looked a changed side in the sec-
ond half, pinning Newcastle back and creating
a series of chances, with Diogo Jota heading
over just after the hour mark before forcing
goalkeeper Martin Dubravka into a fine save
shortly afterwards.

The visitors scored a deserved equaliser in
the 73rd minute when Dubravka could only
paw a cross from the right into the path of
Jonny, who lashed home.

Newcastle responded brightly but their
task was made harder when Sean Longstaff
was shown a straight red card with eight min-
utes to go after flying into Ruben Neves.

Defender Matt Doherty nearly sealed a
win for the visitors late on but his glancing
header from a Raul Jimenez cross flashed
past the far post.—AFP

Jonny strikes to 
earn Wolves draw 
at Newcastle

OTTAWA: Russian teenager Alexandra Trusova capi-
talised on errors by her rivals to win her first senior Grand
Prix victory on Saturday at Skate Canada.

The 15-year-old from Moscow took the title after nail-
ing three quadruple jumps in her winning routine. That was
good enough to lift her over short program leader Rika
Kihira of Japan and South Korea’s You Young.

Both Kihira and You were left counting the cost of mis-
takes as they attempted triple Axels. Skate Canada is the
second event of the International Skating Union’s Grand
Prix season, and is taking place in Kelowna in western
Canada. Trusova, who fell on her first quad, meanwhile
posted the highest scores of the season after earning
166.62 points for the free skate for a total of 241.02.

Kihira, 17, was 10.68 points behind for silver while You
ended with bronze in her first senior outing on the Grand
Prix circuit. Trusova is the youngest winner of a Grand
Prix event since 2015 world champion Elizaveta

Tuktamysheva won on the circuit in 2011.
Two-time Olympic champion Yuzuru Hanyu of Japan

roared to victory in the free skate to claim gold in the
men’s category. Crowd favourite Nam Nguyen of Canada
rose to the occasion to take the silver medal and Japan’s
Keiji Tanaka pulled up to claim the bronze.

Skating to “Art on Ice” Hanyu raised the roof with his
dazzling performance, that included four quadruple jumps
to rack up an overall score of 322.59. 

Earlier Saturday, Canada’s Piper Gilles and Paul Poirier
upset two-time World Ice Dance medallists Madison
Hubbell and Zachary Donohue of the United States to win
their first Grand Prix gold. British duo Lilah Fear and Lewis
Gibson took bronze to claim the first Grand Prix medal of
their career.  Gilles and Poirier scooped gold after a rou-
tine set to Joni Mitchell’s “Both Sides Now”, impressing
with a combination spin, combination lift, straight line lift,
twizzle and one foot step sequence.

“We’ve worked really hard for this moment,” Gilles said.
“I think we really trusted our training and knew exactly
what we needed to do when we came here. 

“We just went for it and skated today’s program and
that’s all that we can do,” Gilles added. In the pairs, the
Russian duo of Aleksandra Boikova and Dmitrii Kozlovskii
claimed their first Grand Prix gold medal while Canadians
Kirsten Moore-Towers and Michael Marinaro skated to
the silver.  — AFP

Teenager Trusova, 
Japan’s Hanyu win 
Skate Canada crowns

KELOWNA: Alexandra Trusova of Russia skates her short program at the 2019 Skate Canada International
ISU Grand Prix event in Kelowna, Canada. — AFP


