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MPs blast Iraq government 
over a ‘provocative’ action

News in brief
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Iraq accuses Kuwait of making geographic changes to maritime borders
By B Izzak 

KUWAIT: Lawmakers yesterday blasted the Iraqi
government for filing a complaint at the United
Nations Security Council against Kuwait for building a
maritime facility which Iraq claims undermined com-
mon borders near Khour Abdullah. In its complaint,
Iraq accused Kuwait of making geographic changes to
the maritime borders between the two countries close
to Boubiyan Island where Kuwait is building a huge
container harbor.

Head of the National Assembly Foreign Relations
Panel MP Abdulkarim Al-Kundari called on the Foreign
Ministry for an explanation over what Iraq has done,
describing the Iraqi measure as “provocative”. Kundari
described the complaint as a dangerous development
in the bilateral relations with Iraq that requires caution,
adding the provocative action is totally rejected and
must be confronted.

He said that the Kuwaiti-Iraqi borders had been
demarcated by the UN Security Council in resolution
833 issued in 1993 and any aggression against the
demarcation is an aggression against the sovereignty
of Kuwait. The lawmaker said that the government
must deal with this claim firmly at an international level
and be highly transparent with the Kuwaiti people.

He said that it is not acceptable that this official
Iraqi protest comes after the positive development in
bilateral relations and the exchange of high-level offi-
cial visits between the two countries, adding that such
a step only affirms ill intentions on the part of Iraq. MP
Osama Al-Shaheen said the Iraqi provocative action
must be met by practical objective responses and by

taking complete security and diplomatic precautions.
MP Hamdan Al-Azemi said the government must

provide full explanation to what Iraq has done and
called for taking all necessary measures. MP Safa Al-
Hashem recalled the gestures that Kuwait has made to
Iraq even after the 1990 invasion that included post-
poning debt repayment and the extended hand to take
part in Iraq’s reconstruction, adding that the Iraqi gov-
ernment has surprised Kuwait with the complaint.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, accompanied by National
Guard Vice President Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, arrived in the US on Monday for a
private visit. His Highness the Amir will travel to
Washington DC for a summit with US President

Donald Trump which is scheduled tomorrow. His
Highness was received at the airport by Kuwait
Ambassador to the US Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, Kuwait Permanent Representative to
the UN Mansour Al-Otaibi and Kuwait’s Consul
General in Los Angeles Faisal Al-Houli. —  KUNA

Amir arrives in US

US boy shoots, kills five 

MIAMI: A 14-year-old-boy shot and killed all five
members of his family in the US state of Alabama
and then called police and confessed to the crime,
local law enforcement said yesterday. Three of the
victims were found dead at the scene, a house in
Elkmont, Alabama, and the other two died later
after being airlifted to a regional hospital. “The 14-
year old caller was interviewed and confessed to
shooting all five members of his family in the resi-
dence,” Limestone County sheriff said on Twitter.
“He is currently assisting investigators in locating
the weapon, a 9mm handgun that he said he tossed
nearby,” it said. The shootings occurred late
Monday. The boy in custody was not identified,
and there was no immediate word on a possible
motive for the murders. Gun violence is a prevalent
feature in American life with more than 36,000
deaths a year. — AFP 

India school meals exposed

NEW DELHI: Authorities’ attempt to charge an
Indian journalist who exposed the poor quality of
meals served at a government school triggered
protests yesterday over fears of worsening press
freedom in the country. Pawan Jaiswal made
national headlines after reporting that impover-
ished primary school students in a district in Uttar
Pradesh state were fed bread with salt instead of a
mandated healthy meal. The report led to wide-
spread criticism of the local government controlled
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), which responded by launching a
criminal probe against Jaiswal. “It is a cruel and
classic case of shooting the messenger,” the
Editors Guild of India said in a statement.  — AFP 

Sudan’s PM chooses cabinet 

KHARTOUM: Sudan’s prime minister has
approved 14 members of his cabinet, the first to be
appointed since the fall of long-term leader Omar
Al-Bashir in April, a source said yesterday. The
nominations include Sudan’s first female foreign
minister, and a former World Bank economist as its
new finance minister who will a face an economic
crisis that has deepened in recent months. Prime
Minister Abdalla Hamdok approved them along
with 12 other new ministers, a member of the main
civilian group in the ruling Sovereign Council said.
Asmaa Abdallah had been chosen as foreign minis-
ter, according to the member of the Forces for
Freedom and Change grouping, who spoke on
condition of anonymity. — Reuters

TEHRAN: President Hassan Rouhani
yesterday ruled out holding any bilateral
talks with the United States and threat-
ened to further cut Iran’s commitments to
a nuclear deal within days. Iran and three
European countries - Britain, France and
Germany - have been trying to save the
landmark agreement reached in 2015 and
meant to limit Tehran’s nuclear program
after the US pulled out last year.

But French Foreign Minister Jean-
Yves Le Drian cautioned that several
issues were still hindering their efforts.
“There is still lots to work out. It’s still
very fragile,” Le Drian told journalists in
Paris. France has been leading efforts for

dialogue, with President Emmanuel
Macron expressing hope during G7 talks
in late August of organizing a meeting
between Rouhani and US President
Donald Trump.

However, in a speech to Iran’s parlia-
ment yesterday, Rouhani said any dia-
logue with the US would have to fall
within the framework of the six major
powers that agreed the nuclear deal.
“Maybe there has been a misunder-
standing. We’ve said it several times and
we repeat it - there has been no decision
to hold bilateral talks with the US,” said
the Iranian president. “In principle, we
don’t want bilateral talks with the United
States,” he told lawmakers.

“If the United States lifts all sanc-
tions... it would be possible to talk (to
them) during 5+1 meetings as in the
past,” Rouhani said, referring to the 
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Iran rules out 
direct US talks

TEHRAN: Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani addresses parliament in the capital yester-
day. In an address to parliament, Rouhani ruled out holding any bilateral talks with US,
saying the Islamic republic is opposed to such negotiations in principle. — AFP 

BAIJI: One man lost his uncle. Another is mourning for
two sons. Farmers and herders in Iraq’s Baiji say mines
left by the Islamic State group turned their beloved
orchards into killing fields. The improvised explosive
devices, planted by jihadists trying to fend off Iraqi
troops in 2015, have also discouraged scores of families
from returning to their battered farming towns around
Baiji, in the north of the country.

“Daesh’s ghosts are still here. Their crimes are still
there, under the earth,” said local official Abu Bashir,
using an Arabic acronym for IS. His thin face contorted
into a grimace as he recalled his personal loss to those
“ghosts”-both his sons. “We came back in March 2018
and found the area booby-trapped. There was nowhere
we could feel safe,” he said.

“As the kids were playing, a bomb exploded under
my six-year-old son who was outside the house. He was
killed immediately.” Exactly a year later, in March of this
year, unexploded ordnance also killed his 18-year-old
son. He said the experience had left him too scared to
try rebuilding his home, reduced to rubble by ferocious
fighting between IS and security forces. “A man bitten
by a snake will be afraid of a rope, as the saying goes.
After my two boys were killed, I’m afraid of everything.” 

Lahib, 21, has also been touched by IS’s deadly lega-
cy. “We got our houses back but the remnants of war
are still there. Daesh left us with booby-trapped
homes,” he said. “One of these homes blew up on my
uncle. I saw it with my own eyes.” 
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In Iraq’s Baiji, 
mines turn farms 
into killing fields

KUWAIT: The official logo of the FIFA World Cup Qatar 2022 is projected on the Kuwait Towers in Kuwait City
yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

MP Abdulkarim Al-Kundari


