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KUWAIT: The United States expressed frustra-
tion over unresolved issues of unity amongst Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) countries. Outgoing
US Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence Silverman
echoed his country’s position during a press con-
ference at his residence in Bayan yesterday, which
was his last as US envoy to Kuwait. The US top
diplomat in Kuwait told reporters that he was ‘dis-
appointed’ that he was leaving Kuwait as US
Ambassador with no clear solution regarding the
ongoing diplomatic crisis within the GCC. 

The GCC crisis will be one of the topics on the
table of discussion during His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s
imminent  meet ing with US President  Donald
Trump, which will also revolve around bilateral
ties and current happenings around the region,
said the American Ambassador. Since the very
beginning of the dispute, His Highness the Amir
has brokered talks to reach a solution, and the
United States has supported his effort and will
cont inue  to  do so , S i lverman af f i rmed. “H is
Highness the Amir has done a tremendous job to
find a solution and create dialogue within GCC
countries, yet the issue remains unresolved,” he
said. “This dispute is within the Gulf Cooperation
Council and we believe that it must be settled
within the countries in the region. We support
every effort done by His Highness the Amir and
GCC countries to bring about a solution to this
prolonged dispute.” To this date, according to the
envoy, the dispute remains a topic of high priority
diplomatically. “The best way to restore full unity
is through cooperation,” he stressed.

Myriad of issues
US President Trump will host His Highness the

Amir at the White House on September 12, where
the two are expected to discuss a myriad of issues
including bilateral cooperation and regional devel-
opments. “Yes, I am sure they will,” the envoy said
when asked if the two leaders will discuss the GCC
dispute during their talks. “We have discussed this
issue in the previous dialogues in 2017 and 2018,
and I am sure they will discuss it once again,” he
added. A number of deals between the two coun-
tries are pending confirmation amid the upcoming
talks, the ambassador noted. “I also want to recog-
nize and appreciate the positive role Kuwait plays

in  th is  region to  make i t  safer  and secure ,”
Silverman said. “We thank His Highness the Amir
for his initiative and efforts done to bring about
the solution to the GCC dispute. We also would
like to thank His Highness the Amir on his humani-
tarian role, globally recognized; again it is because
of  the mental i ty of  His  Highness the Amir  as
Humanitarian Leader.”

On the issue of Iran, maintaining stability and

protecting the freedom of navigation in the region,
Ambassador Silverman admitted that they are in
discussion with Kuwait and other countries in the
region for the possibility of contributing in broad-
er effort to help maintain freedom of navigation in
the territorial waters and Strait of Hormuz. “We
are sti l l  having discussion with the countries
around the region including Europe; at least only
about in safeguarding freedom of navigation,” the
envoy said. “We have a very broad international
support to protect the freedom of navigation.
There are many countries around who already
come forward to openly support us.”

Human trafficking and domestic labor 
Asked by the Kuwait Times on Kuwait’s efforts to

improve in areas of human trafficking and domestic
labor, Silverman noted that there have been signifi-
cant improvements in this area. “We have seen
Kuwait ’s  progress in this issue, which is  why
Kuwait’s rank has been raised to tier 2 from tier 3 in
our 2018 human trafficking report,” he said.

“We did that for a couple of reasons,” the
Ambassador went on. “One because we saw pros-
ecutions of suspects and people who are engaged
in this horrible treatment to humans.” Most impor-
tantly, Silverman said, the decision came in recog-
nition of Kuwait’s implementation of laws like the
one which stipulates that passports must be kept
by employees, and setting specific working hours,
which help protect domestic laborers.

In his valedictory press briefing, Silverman cited
many great times and privileges accorded to him
by Kuwaiti  people and the government as US
ambassador to Kuwait. He thanked the media for
their “well-maintained-cooperation” and for show-

ing professionalism in their fields. “It has been a
wonderful three years’ experience in Kuwait,” he
said. “My journey as US ambassador to Kuwait has
come to an end, but our cooperation will continue
and will flourish for more. My relationship with His
Highness  the Amir  has  a lways been strong.”
Silverman expressed his believe that Kuwait and
the US could still do more together. “We have
launched and initiated dialogue, and our relation-
ship bore the very practical benefits for both. This
relationship that we are talking about has benefits
on investment, trade, education, entrepreneurship
to diversifying the economy,” he concluded. 
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ANKARA: Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime
Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh
Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah discussed yesterday with Turkish
Defense Minister Hulusi Akar ways of
boosting military cooperation between
the two countries. Kuwait’s Ambassador

to Turkey Ghassan Al-Zowawi said that
the two ministers, who met yesterday in
Turkey, also delved into the latest devel-
opments in the region. The two sides
also agreed to activate previously signed
agreements between the two ministries,
the ambassador added. — KUNA

Defense Minister seeks bolstering
military cooperation with Turkey

ANKARA: Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh
Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Turkish Defense Minister
Hulusi Akar. — KUNA

NEW YORK: Kuwait’s Consul General
to New York City Hamad Al-Hazeem
confirmed that all Kuwaiti citizens in
the coastal areas of Florida where the
hurricane Dorian is expected to fall
were safe. “Under the directives of
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah and Deputy Foreign
Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah, the diplo-
matic missions in the US are cooperat-
ing to ensure the safety of our citizens
within the scope of the hurricane
Dorian,” Hazeem said. He pointed out
that there is full readiness and continu-
ous cooperation between the Embassy
in Washington and its technical offices
with the Consulate General in New
York to follow up the conditions of cit-
izens in Florida and work to transfer
them to safe areas. Two safe cities,
Tampa, Florida, and Atlanta, Georgia,
had been identified earlier, and a num-
ber of students and tourists had been
taken to there, he added. As for the
consulate general, he noted that con-
sulate staff were in the city of Atlanta
where the patients were transported
and some tourists and hotel rooms
were reserved for cit izens in both
cities. Hazeem said that work is cur-
rently underway to provide supplies
and water for citizens in case of any

emergency in Atlanta. 
Meanwhile, Kuwait’s Cultural Office

in Washington has formed an emer-
gency committee to closely monitor
Hurricane Dorian’s movement and has
issued instructions for Kuwaitis to evac-
uate three US coastal cities located in
its path. The committee is also keeping a
watchful eye on developments in case
authorities issue updated instructions in
the event of the hurricane changing its
course, office director Aseel Al-Awadhi
said. The Cultural Office is also in direct
contact with Kuwaiti students in other
cities, and has taken precautionary
measures in the event they too face an
emergency evacuation, she added.
Kuwaiti students in the US were urged
to remain in contact with the office,
and to declare alterations that may
occur to their status brought about as
a result of the weather conditions. The
maximum category f ive storm is
expected to “move dangerously close
to the Florida east coast late Tuesday
through Wednesday evening and then
move dangerously close to the Georgia
and South Carolina coasts on
Wednesday night and Thursday,” the
US National Hurricane Center said.
People in these areas were instructed
by authorities to evacuate their homes
by Tuesday afternoon. — KUNA
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US ambassador ‘disappointed’ as GCC crisis lingers

KUWAIT: US Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence Silverman
speaks during a press conference yesterday. — Photo
by Fouad Al-Shaikh
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