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Many people have been recently speaking about
honor killings in Islamic countries and the cul-
ture behind them, because of a horrific tragedy

that happened in another country earlier this week.
There is no question about how wrong and ill the
actions of murder are, for whatever the reason may be.
There is no question that what they did would be illegal. 

Since this important topic has been brought to the
attention of many, I wanted to take this chance to
speak up about an issue that we are currently facing
in Kuwait. The State of Kuwait has always been more
forward with women’s rights than any of the countries
in the region. Women got their rights to vote, got
their right to be parliament members and ministers, as
well as, hopefully soon, to be judges. With that said,
there is one particular Article of law that everyone
has been campaigning against, Article 153 of the
Kuwait Penal Code.

According to article 153 of Kuwait’s penal code, if a
man catches a female member of his family in a “sexual
(zina) act with a man and kills her or him or both, [it]
will be treated as a misdemeanor punishable by a maxi-
mum of three years jail time and/or a fine.” 

Three years and a fine, while the act will just be a
misdemeanor, is quite drastically less of a punishment
of what a man or woman may receive for another mur-
der. The murderer has to be in a state of anger and
shock, and he has to walk in on the action. If the mur-
derer walks out after seeing a woman in a sexual act
and goes to grab a weapon, then the court may see it
that he was no longer in a state of shock as he had the
option to change his mind. So this does not apply to
men seeing a post on Instagram of their daughters,
wives, sisters etc with another man. The article is very
specific to a situation, and of course I think the article
should be abolished. I understand that the woman’s act
in that case is punishable by law, as any sex outside of
marriage is punishable by law for both men and women
equally, but that does not give men an excuse to kill
someone.

I would like to mention that you have probably
heard a lot about Abolish 153 because there is a move-
ment under that name, which has really worked hard to
bring awareness to the matter. The movement not only
aims to bring about legal change and abolish the article,
but to also provide support to those affected by the
law. They are also very creative, bringing awareness to
their cause through exhibitions and other fun events.
You can check them out at abolish153.org.

For questions or queries, please email us at info@ftl-
legal.com.

Abolish 153

By Attorney Fajer Ahmed
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KUWAIT: Arabian Gulf street during sunset. — Photo by Athary Al-Sabti (KUNA

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Commerce and Industry could
be moving to enforce more control over the retail market
following its successful model in implementing strict
supervision at the fish market, which helped lower fish
prices in general, according to ministry sources.

Speaking on the condition of anonymity, the sources
explained that there is growing belief inside the ministry that
its expected future step to ‘Kuwaitize’ auctioneers in the fish
market will end what they described as “expatriate auction-
eers’ control of the market and manipulation of prices.” The
ministry had increased the number of inspectors at the main
fish market in Sharq last month in order to supervise the
implementation of new regulations that helped curb prices
by holding two separate fish auctions; one for vendors and
restaurants, and another for regular consumers. The new
regulations came in response to wide complaints from con-
sumers who alleged that market auctioneers, who are mostly

expats, controlled the market by manipulating prices in favor
of merchants and to increase their profits.

Strict supervision
According to the sources, there is a plan already pre-

pared and expected to be submitted to the Cabinet soon
for implementing strict supervision on retail markets in
Kuwait including clothes, food, transport, and others in
order to provide more price control. “Kuwait is an open
market, but that does not mean allowing manipulation and
price increase,” the sources argued. “There must be deci-
sive measures by the commerce ministry that meet the
public’s demands.”

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Commerce and Industry
yesterday sent 48 violations to the commercial prosecu-
tion following an inspection campaign in Jahra gover-
norate. The campaign covered several stores and found 18
violations for not declaring prices, six violations for not
posting a sign for return and exchange, two violation for

placing two price labels on one item, four for not having
the name of the country of origin on the product, four for
selling counterfeit items, one for not having lists of meat
products’ countries of origin on the menu, and one for
commercial cheating.

Maintenance contracts
In other news, sources at the Ministry of Electricity and

Water said the cost of annual maintenance contracts of
thermal units nationwide varies between KD 28-30 million,
noting that each station has four main permanent mainte-
nance contracts. The maintenance cost of Subbiya, Zour
and Shuaiba stations varies between KD 5.5-6 million,
while the maintenance cost for Shuwaikh station reaches
KD 3 million, they said. These figures do not cover the
costs of full maintenance which is done with other con-
tracts, the sources noted, adding that the full maintenance
contract of West Doha Station was completed at the cost
of KD 70 million for eight steam turbines. 

Ministry eyes strict supervision to
control prices in markets around Kuwait

48 violations sent to commercial prosecution following market crackdown

Strict rules eyed to
appoint physiotherapists
at health clubs
By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Physical Therapy Association (KPTA)
is coordinating with the Public Authority for Manpower
(PAM) to have strict rules to appoint physiotherapy
specialists in health clubs around Kuwait, KPTA
President Hanaa Al-Khamees said. She made that state-
ment after a meeting with deputy director general for
manpower protection at PAM Abdullah Al-Mutoutah,
noting that Mutoutah expressed readiness to cooperate
so such goal is achieved.

In other news, Social Affairs Ministry’s Assistant
Undersecretary for Cooperation Affairs Hiyam Al-
Khudair said that the ministry is aware of video clips
circulating on social media regarding the arrest of four
people for allegedly stealing items from Abdullah Al-
Mubarak Co-op Society. She said the ministry took all
administrative and legal measures to verify the credibil-
ity of the claims, and a final report will be submitted
within few days. 

KUWAIT: A screen grab taken yesterday from the Kuwait Meteorological Department’s website showing the weather
forecast for today and the following three days, which predicts a very hot weekend. If the temperature reaches 50 C
degrees on Friday as predicted, then September would be the fourth straight month in which the temperature has
reached the benchmark, making this summer one of the hottest in Kuwait. UN World Meteorological Organization
(WMO) experts said in June that Kuwait recorded the world’s highest temperature in recent years; 53.9 C degrees in
Mitribah northeast of the country on July 21, 2016.

KUWAIT: Hawally fire department personnel closed six facilities during a crackdown yesterday in the governorate, for violations of fire safety conditions. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun


