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MONTE NEGRO: As evening falls over their
Amazon home, the hunter gatherers of the
Uru-eu-wau-wau people extract bamboo
arrows from the flank of a wild pig and begin
roasting it. A few miles — and a world —
away on the opposite side of the rainforest’s
delicate existential divide, cowboys on horse-
back round up cattle at the outer reaches of a
vast ranch. “We have no problem with them,”
said Awapy Uru-eu-wau-wau, the young chief
of the 19-person forest community in central
Rondonia state.

It’s an uncommon expression of goodwill in
an area where the worlds of rich landowners
and indigenous tribes collide and jostle over
the future of the planet’s largest rainforest.
The tribe’s resource-rich 1.8 million hectare
native reserve — an area nearly twice the size
of Lebanon — is under constant siege from
landlords, timber traders, landowners and
miners who rely on deforestation to exploit its
bounty. “I’ve been facing this invasion since I
was 19 or 20, and these guys are threatenings
because we’re standing up to them,” says
Awapy, 38. “I’m not afraid of risking my life.
It’s the only way.”

The few hundred inhabitants of the
reserve, divided into seven hamlets, have a
long history of resistance. To help survey the
forest and protect themselves, the self-styled
guardians of nature mostly live along the

boundaries of their territory, demarcated in
the early 1990s. Awapy’s village comprises
half a dozen small dwellings, some of wood
with a straw roof, others of cement with roofs
of tile. The five families here live almost entire-
ly off the jungle, where they venture daily to
hunt and when necessary, to see off invaders
— often organized groups — in confronta-
tions that often turn violent, he says.

‘They deforest everything’ 
In this area south of the town of Porto

Velho, fresh clearings and grasslands are evi-
dent from the air, signs of ever-advancing
deforestation often heralded by the wildfires
which have reverberated on a global scale in
recent weeks. The state’s absence from the
ground has made areas like this a breeding
ground for gangs and encourages occupation
of land which often ends up being integrated
into cattle farms, NGOs say.

Prosecutors have filed complaints against
rural producers for having occupied, parcelled
and sold land on this reserve and in other
places. The Uru-eu-wau-wau argue that the
invaders feel protected since the arrival in
power in January of President Jair Bolsonaro,
who has supported the opening up of protect-
ed lands to agriculture and mining activities.
He said at his inauguration that indigenous
people needed to be integrated into society

and not live in reserves “as if they were ani-
mals in a zoo.” “It wasn’t like that in the past,
but today they are deforesting everything,”
said Awapy, in his “oca” or room used for fam-
ily gatherings, surrounded by villagers lying in
hammocks.

‘Beef, bible and bullets’
An hour and a half away along a forest

road, in the small town of Monte Negro, the
agribusiness sector shows its muscle at a
rodeo where around 20 cowboys display their
talent by riding bulls for as many seconds as
they can. Dressed in stetson hats, blue jeans
and cowboy boots, they work at some of the
area’s vast cattle ranches that have cut into
the forest over decades. 

The spectators enjoy the show and laugh
loudly at an interlude sketch in which a clown
chases a deer — a “veado” in Portuguese,
which is also a disparaging term for homosex-
uals. This is rural, conservative Brazil, a fiefdom
of Bolsonarism, whose inhabitants belong to
the “BBB” demographic. The “Beef, Bible and
Bullet” set is the triumverate of powerful inter-
ests that helped sweep Boslonaro to power —
the agribusiness sector, Evangelical churches,
and the pro-arms lobby in Congress. The
landowners, arrogant and circumspect to out-
siders, are accused by environmental activists
of being partly responsible for spreading ruin

in the Amazon, profiteering to the detriment of
public lands and indigenous reserves. They
maintain they respect the boundaries of their

lands, claim their right to develop it and recall
the importance of agricultural expansion for
the Brazilian economy. — AFP

Cultures clash as Amazon cowboys 
close in on indigenous tribal lands

The self-styled guardians of nature mostly live along the boundaries

JAKARTA: Indonesia is imposing restrictions on for-
eigners visiting its restive Papua region, the government
said yesterday, after four Australians were deported
over claims they took part in independence protests.
Papua, where a low-level insurgency against Indonesian
control has simmered for decades, has seen two weeks
of mass protests and deadly riots sparked by anger
over racism and fresh calls for self-rule.

Yesterday, Indonesia’s chief security minister
Wiranto said the country would limit foreigners enter-
ing its easternmost territory — which has popular
beach destinations — over safety concerns and to
weed out suspected agitators. “We’ll temporarily limit
(access to Papua),” the minister, who goes by one name,
told reporters in Jakarta. “That doesn’t mean we won’t
allow anyone in. There will be filters based on security
and safety issues,” he added, without elaborating.

It was unclear whether the new restrictions would
prevent foreign journalists from going to a region sub-
ject to a government-ordered Internet shutdown since
the unrest broke out — a policy slammed by media
and free-speech advocates. “This is to protect for-
eigners from becoming victims of the riots,” Wiranto
said. “It’s difficult to distinguish between foreigners
who are there to provoke and interfere from those
who went as tourists,” he added.

Wiranto also dismissed accusations that the gov-
ernment was dragging its feet on probing claims secu-
rity forces committed human rights violations, amid
unconfirmed reports that the military shot dead six
protesters last week. He reiterated Jakarta’s position
that it was not open to talking about Papuan inde-
pendence. “The door is closed on dialogue about a
referendum,” Wiranto said. Indonesia took control of
Papua, a former Dutch colony on the island of New
Guinea, in the 1960s after an independence vote that
was widely seen as being rigged.

On Monday, Indonesia said it was deporting four
Australians who had entered Papua — which shares a
border with independent Papua New Guinea — on a
yacht last month. The group allegedly participated in a
demonstration and raised the banned “Morning Star”
flag, a symbol of Papuan nationhood. Indonesian
authorities have arrested dozens for taking part in
protests and banned demonstrations that could lead
to what it described as “anarchist acts”. The recent
unrest appears to have been triggered by the mid-
August arrest of dozens of Papuan students in Java,
who were also racially abused. Indonesia is deeply
sensitive about Papua. In May, a Polish man was sen-
tenced to five years in prison for plotting with rebels
to overthrow the government in the province. — AFP

Indonesia restricts 
foreigner travel 
to restive Papua

PORTO VELHO: A member of Uru Eu Wau Wau tribe poses in the tribe’s reserve in the Amazon,
south of Porto Velho, Brazil. — AFP 

Jihadist ‘ghosts’
wreak havoc in
Mozambique
MACOMIA: Aldeia da Paz was once a sleepy place.
Farmers went about their daily lives, tending to meagre
crops along the road linking Mozambique to its northern
border with Tanzania. Everything changed after nightfall
on August 1st. “They arrived around seven o’clock in the
evening,” said Lucas Saimone, one of the village chiefs.
“When they started shooting and burning down houses,
the whole population fled into the forest.”

No one was killed, said Saimone, but the entire village
was “turned to ashes.” That day, the inhabitants of Aldeia
da Paz became the latest victims of unknown Islamist mili-
tants sowing death and fear in the north of Mozambique-
an impoverished coastal country renowned for its pristine
beaches and coral reefs. Pope Francis is expected to visit
on Wednesday, months after the nation was hit by two
devastating cyclones that claimed more than 600 lives.
But the northern province of Cabo Delgado is also grap-
pling with a less visible, more insidious enemy than cli-
mate change.

Jihadists have killed at least 300 civilians over the past
two years, often by beheading them. Dozens of villages have
been wiped off the map and thousands of people displaced.
Local media reported around 20 deaths in August. Since the
attack, Aldeia da Paz has come to a standstill. The villagers
are hungry and terrified. All that remains are piles of ash and
a few daub walls topped with blacked roof beams. 

‘Sentenced to die’ 
Zahina Asman sits near a rusty saucepan surrounded by

a pile of debris. “This is all that is left of my house,” said
the 60-year old, chewing on a cassava root. “They didn’t
kill anyone but they burnt all our crops. It makes no differ-
ence because without food we are sentenced to die of
hunger.” Catholic charity Caritas has delivered emergency
aid, but chief Saimone does not consider this “enough”.

“What we need the most is a roof. People are sleeping
outside,” he said. “We also want some soldiers to stay here
permanently, like they do in other villages.” Military offi-
cials were deployed to Cabo Delgado after the first sus-
pected Islamist attack in October 2017. But today there is
barely a checkpoint along the 400 kilometers of road link-
ing the regional capital Pemba to the border post town of
Mocimboa da Praia. There is only the occasional soldier
carrying an automatic rifle.     

Without a shelter and crops to harvest, many vil-
lagers have lef t . Fransa Abou f led her  home in
November after it was incinerated by Islamists. She
found refuge 50 kilometers away, in the district of
Macomia, with her husband and four children. “My

house was burnt with everything inside it. I came here
to protect my children,” she said. 

‘We are hungry’ 
Fransa first stayed in a hut provided by relatives. But the

house was destroyed by Cyclone Kenneth in May, forcing
the family to squeeze into a tiny wooden structure. “Over
there I used to fish and cultivate [crops]. Here I can do
nothing to feed my children. We are hungry,” said Fransa’s
husband Ayuba Chacour, 30. “Those who are attacking us,
we don’t even know what they want!” Less than 20 percent
of Mozambique’s 29.5 million inhabitants are Muslim. The
majority live in Cabo Delgado, and do not understand why
they are being targeted.    Little is known about the attack-
ers, who act under the name of Al-Shabab-Arabic for “the
Youth”. The group was started by young fundamentalists
who returned to the area after attending Koranic schools in
Somalia and Tanzania.   Aside from two dubious claims of
responsibility by so-called Islamic State (IS), the group sel-
dom communicates and makes no distinction between
Christians and Muslims.    Experts are baffled. Some have
drawn parallels to Boko Haram in northeastern Nigeria.
Others describe a group of political dissidents, frustrated by
poverty and anxious to benefit from the vast natural gas
deposits discovered off Mozambique’s northern coast.

Lack of action 
“Some of those who were arrested said they were paid

to attack... They have no (religious) conviction,” said Eliane
Costa Santana, a Brazilian missionary who has lived in
Mocimboa da Praia for two years.      “But they have suc-
ceeded in creating a climate of terror. People are scared to
speak, to meet, to move, they stay holed up in their
homes,” she said. “And the army is not changing anything.”

President Filipe Nyusi has repeatedly pledged to
“eradicate” what he refers to as “criminals” rather than
Islamists. Cabo Delgado’s police spokesman Augusto Guta
told AFP the situation was a “concern” but that measures
were being taken “to ensure safety to the communities”.
He added that specific details could not be disclosed for
security reasons. On the eve of Pope Francis’ scheduled
arrival in Maputo, the bishop of Pemba strongly con-
demned the government’s passivity in the face of what he
calls Islamist “ghosts”.

“They should tell us who they are, expose them and act
to put an end to the attacks,” said Dom Luiz Fernandes. “It
is the poorest who die, those who have almost nothing, and
we cannot accept this.” The frustration is palpable. “We
live in a state of war,” said a Mocimboa resident. “It is high
time we went back to a regular life.”   — AFP 

Democrats slam
Pence for staying 
at Trump hotel
SHANNON: US Vice President Mike
Pence drew fire from Democrats yester-
day when he met with Irish leaders in the
capital, Dublin, but stayed at a hotel
owned by President Donald Trump
almost 300 kilometers away, at Trump’s
urging. Pence flew to Dublin on Tuesday
after spending the night at the Trump
International Golf Club in Doonbeg on
the west coast of Ireland. The hotel also
hosted the Trump family during a brief
trip to Ireland by the president in June.

Asked if Trump had suggested that
Pence stay at the property, the vice
president’s chief of staff, Marc Short, told
journalists, “I think that it was a sugges-
tion.” “It’s like when we went through the
trip it’s like, `Well, he’s going to Doonbeg
because that is where his family is from,
it’s like `oh, you should stay at my
place’,” Short said. “It wasn’t like a `you
must.’ It wasn’t like a `you have to.’”

California Democratic Congressman
Ted Lieu accused Pence in a post on
Twitter of “funneling taxpayer money” to

Trump by staying at the hotel. “You took
an oath to the Constitution, not to
@realDonaldTrump,” Lieu said. The
Democratic National Committee also
chimed in, saying in a post on its DNC
War Room Twitter feed that Pence’s
choice of hotel meant “your tax dollars:
making the Trump family richer.” Pence’s
stay was paid for by US taxpayers, Short
said, but the vice president personally
paid for his sister and mother who had
travelled with him. Pence’s great-grand-
mother was from Doonbeg.

Trump has retained ownership of his
hotels, golf courses and other businesses,
but he gave control of the businesses to
his sons shortly before he took office in
January 2017. Former government ethics
officials and watchdog groups say Trump
has failed to put safeguards in place to
ensure that he does not directly profit
from his actions as president. Short said
the original plan had been for Pence to
hold meetings in Dublin and to head to
Doonbeg afterwards. A last-minute
schedule change meant Pence would
need to visit Dublin after staying
overnight in Ireland, and Trump’s proper-
ty had already been vetted.

Trump on Thursday cancelled a visit
to Poland in order to monitor Hurricane
Dorian, and sent Pence in his stead. He
was later criticized for playing golf dur-
ing that time. In Dublin, Pence met with

Irish President Michael Higgins and Irish
Prime Minister Leo Varadkar, after urg-
ing Britain to leave the European Union

in a manner that ensures stability in
Ireland and respects Northern Ireland’s
1998 peace deal. — Reuters 

DUBLIN: Irish Prime Minister Leo Varadkar (2R) and his partner Matthew Barrett (R) wel-
come US Vice President Mike Pence (2L) and Second Lady Karen Pence (L) to Famleigh
House in Phoenix Park, Dublin, yesterday on day two of his visit to Ireland. — AFP 

Hungary charges 
Syrian IS suspect 
with imam beheading
BUDAPEST: Hungarian prosecutors yesterday charged a
Syrian man arrested in Budapest last year of terrorism and
crimes against humanity including the beheading of an
imam in Syria in 2015. According to a statement from the
Budapest Chief Prosecution Office, prosecutors are seek-
ing life imprisonment without parole for the 27-year-old
man, identified as F Hassan. 

The authorities believe he commanded a small unit of
the Islamic State group in Homs province in 2015 tasked
with terrorizing and executing civilians and religious lead-
ers who refused to side with the terror group. He is
accused of personally taking part in the beheading of an
imam in the town of Al-Sukhnah, as well as the murders of
three other people in the area between May 13 and 15 in
2015. His unit also killed at least 25 people in the town dur-
ing the period including women and children, according to
the prosecutors’ statement. Authorities in Malta, Greece
and Belgium, as well as in Hungary, took part in the investi-
gation, which was coordinated by the European judicial
cooperation agency Eurojust. — AFP

MACOMIA: Residents gather for a distribution of utensils organized by the Catholic relief organization CARI-
TAS in the village of Muagamula, outside Macomia, northern Mozambique. — AFP 


