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Exorcists advised a Nashville school priest to ban
the Harry Potter books, over fears the popular
children’s novels could be used to summon spirits.

Reverend Dan Reehil contacted exorcists in Rome and
the US, who recommended removing the fantasy novels
from St. Edward Catholic School’s library in Tennessee.
Launched in 1997, the series of books spins an epic tale
of good and evil focused on the adventures of the
eponymous bespectacled young wizard as he struggles

against the dark wizard Lord Voldemort.
“The curses and spells used in the books are actual

curses and spells; which when read by a human being
risk conjuring evil spirits into the presence of the per-
son reading the text,” the reverend said in an email
obtained by local media. Rebecca Hammel, the superin-
tendent of schools for the Catholic Diocese of
Nashville, told the newspaper The Tennessean that
Reehil had “canonical authority to make such deci-

sions.” Although the school used to stock the books, it
will not offer them to pupils in its newly opened library,
Hammel said. A global success, the Potter series by
British author J.K. Rowling has been repeatedly banned
from schools in the US and Britain, mostly for allegedly
promoting satanic values or black magic. — AFP

Man poses wearing Harry Potter merchandise at the Harry
Potter Wizard’s Unite event.

British actress Julie Andrews acknowledges receiving a
Golden Lion for lifetime achievement during a ceremony
at the 76th Venice Film Festival at Venice Lido. — AFP

(From left) Australian actor Joel Edgerton, French-US actress Lily-Rose Depp, Australian director David
Michod, French US actor Timothee Chalamet and British actor Tom Glynn-Carney arrive for the screening
of the film ‘The King’ presented out of competition during the 76th Venice Film Festival at Venice Lido.

Ivorian singer Tina Glamour (center on the giant screen) pays her respects to his late son
Ivorian singer DJ Arafat, during his funeral ceremony at the Felix Houphouet-Boigny stadium
in Abidjan, Ivory Coast . — AFP

French US actor Timothee Chalamet poses for a selfie photo with fans as he arrives
for the screening of the film ‘The King’ presented out of competition during the
76th Venice Film Festival at Venice Lido. — AFP photos

Boy creates a ‘wizard’ pose in his Harry Potter inspired outfit
at the Harry Potter Wizard’s Unite event in Indianapolis,
Indiana. — AFP photos

Woman stands underneath prop clock tower. Two participants compete on stage for a chance to spin a prize wheel at the Harry Potter Wizard’s Unite event.

‘Lucky’ Julie
Andrews lifts Venice
lifetime award

Julie Andrews, the star of classic family films
such as “Mary Poppins” and “The Sound of
Music”, was honored with a lifetime achieve-

ment award Monday at the Venice film festival. The
English actress, 83, kissed the special Golden Lion
award and said she felt “so blessed” for having such
a fairytale career. “I’m still amazed, I’ve been a
lucky girl who got to play beautiful roles,” she
added.

The child singer and dancer began in London’s
West End before rising to theatrical stardom on
New York’s Broadway in musicals such as “My Fair
Lady” and “Camelot”. She won an Oscar for “Mary
Poppins” in 1965 and a nomination for best actress
the following year for playing the governess Maria
von Trapp in “The Sound of Music”. After being
made a dame by the Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II,
Andrews made a big-screen comeback in the
“Princess Diaries” in 2001. She has lent her voice to
hits such as the “Shrek” and “Despicable Me”
movies in recent years.  The festival laid on a special
screening of another of her most famous roles in
“Victor Victoria” in her honor. — AFP

Hollywood heartthrob Timothee Chalamet said
Monday he was “terrified” about playing Henry V in
an epic new Shakespeare movie for the millennial

generation. The Oscar-nominated 23-year-old takes on the
Bard’s most swashbuckling character, Prince Hal, opposite
his real-life girlfriend Lily-Rose Depp as Catherine of
Valois in “The King”, which is premiering at the Venice film
festival. Confessing that he was more used to “light sabres
than swords”, the American star said it was “terrifying for
me” to take on the 15th-century English monarch who tri-
umphs over the French in the mud and blood of the Battle
of Agincourt.

“It was entirely new for me to do stunt work. It was
mediaeval,” said the star of “Call Me By Your Name” of
fierce battle scenes shot over a fortnight in 40-degree
Centigrade heat in Hungary. The film combines
Shakespeare’s Henry plays into one extended tale of the
rogue carousing prince who never wanted to be king but
is thrust into power at a time of terrible turmoil. Australian
director David Michod admitted that he took extreme lib-
erties with the text, one of the founding myths of English
nationalism. “We made a whole bunch of stuff up, I can’t
remember what was real, what was Shakespeare and what
was us,” he told reporters. Chalamet said the story had
much to say to young people, not least because most of
the key characters were his age and “still shopping for
their personality”.

North Korean parallels 
And he hinted that the youthful North Korean leader

Kim Jong-un was on his mind as he limbered up for the
role. “At the time power was wielded by unusually young
people... and there is something almost disturbing in
that,” the actor added. “There are modern allegories in
the world. I am not going to shout them out but there are
people today who came into power by lineage-who have
virtues perhaps, though we don’t know-but wield (pow-
er) in scary ways often.”

British heartbreaker Robert Pattinson has a show
stealing turn as the long-haired decadent French
Dauphin, who gets his tail roundly spanked at Agincourt,
with director Michod saying he had given the character a
certain “razzle dazzle”. Depp, 20, whose father Johnny is
starring in Ciro Guerra’s “Waiting for the Barbarians” at
Venice later this week, said the Netflix film “speaks a lot
to power”.

“It was a time when women were given no power and
had no choice over their own lives. The way in which
Catherine harnesses her power and uses it in a very calm
way with a lot of conviction and strength resonates with
this period” of empowerment, she added. — AFP

French-US actress Lily-Rose Depp arrives for the screening of
the film ‘The King’ presented out of competition.

Ivorian police have detained 12 people as part
of a probe into the desecration of DJ Arafat’s
tomb after fans opened the music star’s coffin

to take photos of him hours after his burial, offi-
cials said Monday. The incident took place
Saturday following an overnight funeral concert
at Abidjan’s main stadium, where tens of thou-
sands paid tribute to the singer who died aged
33 in a motorbike crash last month. Events took
a dark turn when fans tried to enter the
Williamsville cemetery where the singer’s family
had given him a private burial, prompting clash-

es with police.
Several people made it past security, forced

open the fresh grave and coffin, and took pho-
tos and videos that they shared on social media.
Police fired teargas to disperse the grave pro-
faners, and several people were injured, wit-
nesses told AFP. “A probe has been opened and
will be made public,” state prosecutor Richard
Adou told AFP.  Abidjan’s prefecture, mean-
while, confirmed that 12 had been detained fol-
lowing the incident. DJ Arafat, whose given
name was Ange Didier Houon, was one of the

most popular African musicians in the
Francophone world, and had been referred to as
the “king” of coupe-decale (cut and run), an
Ivorian form of dance music. 

News of his death had led to scenes of hys-
teria among some of his fans and Twitter trib-
utes from fellow artists. President Alassane
Ouattara called him “a youth icon and ambassa-
dor of Ivorian music and culture”. — AFP


