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A Darth Vader helmet and
mask from the film ‘The Empire
Strikes Back’ on display at the

Profiles in History auction
house in Calabasas, California

ahead of ‘The Icons and
Legends of Hollywood Auction’

on September 25 and 26.
— AFP photos

A Marilyn Monroe outfit from the 1950 movie “A Ticket to Tomahawk” (left) is seen beside the outfits of Leonardo DiCaprio
(center) and Kate Winslett (right) from the 1997 film “Titanic”.

Phaser used by actress Nichelle Nichols who played the role of
Uhura in the Star Trek series which began in 1966 on display.

Dorothy Gale’s screen used dress from the 1939 film “The Wizard
of Oz” on display at the Profiles in History auction house.

Darth Vader’s helmet from “The Empire Strikes
Back” is among a vast collection of coveted
Hollywood treasures going under the hammer next

month, with experts predicting it could fetch nearly
$500,000. The mask and helmet is one of only a handful
worn by actor David Prowse, who played Luke
Skywalker’s nemesis and-spoiler alert-father on-screen in
the 1980 “Star Wars” blockbuster, making them the “holy
grail” of science fiction artifacts, according to auction
organizers.

“The catalog estimate is $250,000-$450,000, and you
never know what something will go for until it crosses the
block-it could well exceed that,” said Zach Pogemiller of
auctioneer Profiles in History.  “Star Wars is always popu-
lar. It’s never been hotter than it is right now, with the fran-
chise continuing as strongly as it is.” The “Icons and
Legends of Hollywood” sale will take place September 25-
26 in Los Angeles, with nearly 1,000 lots together expect-
ed to sell for over $10 million. 

It will feature items from some of Tinseltown’s most
iconic movies, ranging from Hollywood’s golden age to
contemporary action movies and sci-fi. Up for grabs will

be a black-and-white dress worn by Dorothy-or more
specifically, Judy Garland’s camera double Barbara
Koshay-in 1939 classic “The Wizard Of Oz,” which is esti-
mated to reach up to $500,000.

A prototype moon buggy stolen by James Bond from
villain Blofeld’s secret lair in “Diamonds Are Forever” will
also go under the hammer, with an upper estimate of
$600,000. Among additional items expected to trigger
bidding frenzies are a dress worn by Rose (Kate Winslet)
in “Titanic”, the DeLorean car smashed by a train in “Back
to the Future III,” and an authentic best picture Oscar
statuette from 1948. “You always hear stories of movie
studio personnel who rescued what are now priceless
pieces from the dumpster because they were being thrown
out,” said Pogemiller. “It’s incredible that people really
didn’t have the foresight until relatively recently to pre-
serve all of these important artifacts that are part of our
cultural history.”— AFP

Amajor show of artefacts found in the tomb of
Egyptian pharaoh Tutankhamun in Paris has
smashed visitor records for a French exhibition,

after being extended to cope with huge crowds. The La
Villette hall in northeast Paris has sold more than 1.3 mil-
lion tickets for “Tutankhamun: Treasures of the Golden
Pharaoh”, organizers said yesterday. The largest number
of Tutankhamun artefacts ever to have left Cairo are on
display in the show, which has been described as a “once
in a generation” event about the young Egyptian

monarch. The exhibition, which opened on March 23, is
set to close on September 22 after a one-week extension.

King Tut was also the subject of the previous atten-
dance record for a French art exhibition, a 1967 show at
the Petit Palais in Paris that attracted 1.2 million visitors.
After Paris, the show travels to the Saatchi Gallery in
London in November, and then continues touring other
cities until 2024. More than 150 treasures from the boy
king’s tomb-including 60 which have never left Egypt
before-were assembled for the Paris exhibition. The

unparalleled collection is being transferred to the enor-
mous new Grand Egyptian Museum near the pyramids at
Giza, which is due to open next year. The Louvre in Paris
has also loaned one of its top Tutankhamun pieces to the
show, a statue of Amon, the king of the gods, protecting
the pharaoh. The Egyptian antiquities ministry is sharing
in the proceeds of the show. — AFP

Spyros Skouras’s Best Picture
Academy Award for the 1947 film

“Gentleman’s Agreement” is seen on
display beside an Emmy Award from

the first Emmy’s in 1949 (left) and
Martin Landau’s 1967 Golden Globes

Award (right) at the Profiles in
History auction house.

Zach Pogemiller from auction house Profiles in History dis-
plays Uhura’s (Nichelle Nichols) Phaser from the Star Trek
series which began in 1966.

Spectacles worn by the actor Danile Radcliffe in the 2001 film
“Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone” on display.

A miniature Moonraker 5 from the 1979 James Bond film on display.A helmet worn by actor Tom Skeritt who played the role of Dallas in the movie ‘Alien’ is placed on a mannequin dressed in his
outfit from the film.


