
By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: State Minister for Economic Affairs
Mariam Al-Aqeel said the meeting of Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) labor ministers,
which was held in Muscat, Oman yesterday
resulted in taking several decisions including
the approval of the final draft of defining and
banning forced labor and discrimination in the
job place, as thanks were sent to Qatar for its
efforts in implementing the initiatives. Thanks
were also sent to Saudi Arabia in regards to
the national policy to fight discrimination. She
said the next meeting will see the board elec-
tion of the International Labor Organization
and it was agreed to back Saudi Arabia’s nom-
ination for the permanent seat.

In regards to the governance of profes-
sional qualifications, standards, and profes-
sional tests at GCC countries, Aqeel said that
an agreement was reached to ask the execu-
tive office to hold a technical meeting to dis-
cuss qualifications and standards at GCC
countries, in coordination with the education
training committee at the secretariat general
of the GCC no later than the first half of 2020.
Meanwhile, she said that the budget proposal
for the labor department at the executive
office was approved, as well as the participa-
tion of GCC countries in Dubai Expo 2020,
and it was agreed to have an effective partici-
pation at the expo.

Panel meeting
In other news, the Hawally committee at the

Municipal Council headed by Abdullah Al-

Roumi approved the Awqaf Ministry’s request
to expand Shaaban Mosque which has an area
of 792 square meters in Salmiya. Meanwhile, it
rejected a Public Authority for Agricultural
Affairs and Fish Resources (PAAAFR) request
to approve investment at Al-Sadd Park in
Shaab. It also rejected a letter from the Public
Authority for the Disabled in regards to allo-
cating a sandy yard for vehicle parking in
Hawally. Furthermore, it referred the proposal
of deputy chairman Abdullah Al-Mahri in
regards to placing speed bumps opposite
Kuwait University and the Australian College in
Mubarak Al-Abdullah (Block 5, Street 5). The

committee also postponed the proposal of
Abdullah Al-Roumi in regards to dig a car tun-
nel under Messila Bridge that links Taawon
Street with the Sixth Ring Road, as requested
by the Public Authority for Roads and
Transportation (PART). It also discussed a
request by the US Embassy to give it the right
to use the buffer zone covering an area of
47,668 square meters.

Market violations
The Ministry of Commerce and Industry

closed four shops at the Sharq Fish Market
yesterday for committing violations. The min-
istry explained that the violations were docu-
mented in reports and recommendations by
the relevant committee in the ministry. The
ministry said inspection teams continue mon-
itoring markets to make sure owners are
licensed and do not violate the law.

Pharmacy profession 
Health Ministry Assistant Undersecretary

for Drugs and Food Control Dr Abdallah Al-
Bader said the Pharmaceutical Profession
Development Committee began receiving
pharmacists’ contributions and suggestions
to plot the new vision of the pharmacy pro-
fession in Kuwait, through the establishment
of a contact channel through email: innova-
tiongate@moh.gov.kw. Dr Al-Bader said
receiving suggestions is in three fields: the
first is the development of pharmaceutical
practices, services and activities; the second
is in the field of occupational development of
manpower in the pharmacy fields; and the
third is the development of rules and regula-
tions. Contributions should be received
before October 3, he added. He said the
committee is keen on reviewing the current
situation and account for the needs and
effectively be in contact with workers in the
field, adding that communication will build a
base for pharmaceutical data and clinical
pharmacy indicators to follow up projects
and programs. 
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Sixteen new
teachers arrive
to Kuwait
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The first batch of new teach-
ers who were contracted in Jordan for
the 2019/2020 school year arrived in
Kuwait yesterday, while other batches
are scheduled to arrive later from

Jordan, Tunis and Palestine. Head of new
teachers reception committee Fahad Al-
Hayan said it is important to make the
new teachers feel comfortable and ease
all procedures related to bringing them
from abroad through cooperation
between state departments, adding that
the committee received 14 male and
female teachers yesterday. Hayan said
the committee coordinated with the
Public Authority for Manpower to open
files for the teachers and give them a
preliminary loan of KD 200, adding that
VIVA Telecom will give each teacher a
free line in addition to KD 5 internet
subscription.

Kuwait affirms
deeply rooted
oil relations
with Vietnam
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Minister of Oil,
Electricity and Water Dr Khaled Al-
Fadhel affirmed yesterday the deeply
rooted relations in the field of oi l
shared between Kuwait and Vietnam.
Fadhel revealed that he met with
Vietnamese Prime Minister Nguyen
Xuan Phuc and Vietnam’s Minister of
Industry and Trade Tran Tuan Anh and
discussed exchanging expertise and
trade relations, especially in the oil sec-
tor. Fadhel stressed importance of
Kuwait’s mission to invest in Vietnam,
most importantly the oil  sector.
Vietnamese officials applauded remark-
able improvement in the Nghi Son
Refinery Petrochemical Complex proj-
ect, stressing Vietnam’s keenness and

support for the success of the project,
which estimates 40 percent of market
fuel needs, he added. Fadhel expressed
deep appreciation to Vietnamese gov-
ernment efforts in the project and
hailed the relations between Vietnam,
Japan and Kuwait. The Nghi Son
Refinery Petrochemical Complex proj-
ect established in April 2008 between
Kuwait Petroleum International (KPI)
by 35.1 percent, Vietnam Petrovietnam
25.1 percent, Japan Idemitsu Kosan by
35.1 percent and Mitsui Chemicals Inc.
4.7 percent. — KUNA

BAGHDAD: Kuwait presented a new
method of paying for memberships at
the Standing Committee of the Asian
Parl iamentary Administrat ive and
Financial Regulations. During the com-
mittee’s meeting yesterday, Kuwait
suggested that parliaments of mem-
ber-states would pay equal member-
ship fees, head of the Kuwaiti delega-
tion MP Rakan Al-Nisf said. Kuwait
also suggested that the Asian
Parliamentary Committee would set
membership fees according to each
country’s GDP, he added. 

In  a  speech at  the s tart  of  the
meeting, Iraqi Parl iament Speaker
Mohammed Al-Halbousi pointed out
that his country is witnessing positive
progress in all facilities, which was
strengthened after its victory over the
so-called Islamic State (IS). He point-
ed out that the battle is not over in
Iraq, as there are still problems left by
terrorism, such as displaced people,
reconstruction of cities, care for vic-

tims, treatment of social, psychologi-
cal and intellectual effects, as well as
address ing the remnants  of  the
Islamic State’s thought. He said his
country expects the meeting of the
Asian Parliamentary Committee to
provide mature visions and projects
to all member countries of the Asian
continent.

He pointed out that the main prob-
lems of Asia are foreign interventions
and sharp polarizations through the
policies of the axes, which drained the
budgets of States and spread hatred in
his opinion. He stressed that Iraq has
adopted a clear strategy for its part,
such as the policy of self-distancing
from political and military conflicts,
and to build bridges of convergence of
wills and defuse crises. He affirmed
that Iraq will not allow being part of
international conflicts, and calls for the
resolution of disputes, and today it is
establishing important strategic part-
nerships with all. — KUNA

Kuwait suggests new membership
payment method for Asian panel

GCC labor ministers approve draft
banning forced labor, discrimination

Municipal Council committee reviews requests, recommendations

KUWAIT: Kuwait Voluntary Work
Center announced yesterday that
the Union of Consumer Co-
Operative Societies (UCCS) agreed
on replacing plastic bags with envi-
ronment-friendly biodegradable
bags. The remarks were made by the
center’s Chairperson Sheikha
Amthal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, after meeting with advisors
from the Environment Public

Authority (EPA), deputy chairman of
the UCCS Khaled Al-Hodheiban and
heads of co-operative societies. The
replacement aims to protect the
environment and reduce harm
caused by non-biodegradable plas-
tic bags that could threat the lives of
humans and other living creatures,
Sheikha Amthal, also member of the
Supreme Council  for the
Environment added. —KUNA

Co-ops to replace plastic
bags with echo-friendly ones

KUWAIT: Kuwait Voluntary Work Center’s Chairperson Sheikha Amthal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah speaks during the meeting. — KUNA

Dr Khaled Al-Fadhel


