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dam Lambert’s new single ‘Superpower’
is dedicated to those who feel “discrimi-
nated against”. The ‘American Idol’ alum-
ni and Queen singer has released the

opening track from the first side of his two-part
project ‘Velvet’ and revealed the meaning behind his
“proud rebellion” song. In a FaceTime interview on
‘Capital Breakfast with Roman Kemp’, Adam told
Roman, Vick Hope and Sonny Jay: “There’s a lot of
crazy stuff going on in the world right now. “I feel
like there’s a lot of groups of people that get dis-
criminated against or get ostracized. “I kind of
wanted to make a song to make people in that situa-
tion feel like they didn’t have to take it.” On one line,
Adam belts out: “All of the witches and the demons
better get out my way.” The ‘For Your
Entertainment’ singer has also teamed up with

director Millicent Hailes - who has worked on music
promos for the likes of Migos, Young Thug and Lil
Yachty - for the striking music video filmed on the
streets of Brooklyn. ‘Superpower’ follows the singles
‘Comin In Hot’, ‘Feel Something’ and ‘New Eyes’.
Meanwhile, Adam previously admitted ‘Velvet’ is
“partially” inspired by him being “frustrated’ with
chart music. The 37-year-old pop star became fed
up with the songs in the top 40 all sounding the
same and so he started listening to alternative bands
such as Tame Impala and The Black Keys, and late
music legend Prince. Speaking about the album’s
lead single ‘New Eyes’ and the rest of the record’s
influences, Adam said: “There’s a little bit of Prince
and there’s a blues thing going on.  “This song and
the rest of the album is influenced partially by that,
and partially by me seeing and playing the Top 40

game over the last 10 years and getting a little bit
frustrated how everything starts to sound the same.
So much of the industry tends to follow and copy.  “I
started listening to a lot more alternative music.
“They might not be huge giant hits, but it’s still
widely regarded as great music and great bands.”
He added: “It’s not necessarily about one song but
about them as a group or artist and the big picture
and their influence as an artist.  “Bands like Tame
Impala or The Black Keys ... they’ve had their
moments with songs but they’re known for creating
a [certain] style of music that’s in their own lane, and
they’ve influenced a lot of other artists, including
me.” ‘VELVET: Side A’ is released on September 27.
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eline Dion has teased that she has enough
material for her “next four albums”. The
Canadian music icon is set to release her 12th
English-language LP ‘Courage’ in November,

and she has revealed she has been overwhelmed with
submissions from various songwriters and has got her
management team working out a plan for releasing as
many tracks as possible. Speaking to ET Canada, the
‘Because You Loved Me’ hitmaker said: “I have never had
so many songs presented to me to record, that I’m pretty
much all set for the next four albums. “I don’t know how
we’re gonna manage all of it!  “But thank God I have
some management here who are gonna figure all of that
out because my part is to sing the songs as best as I can.”
Celine, 51, admitted she is keen to get plenty of new
music released to show her fans her “new approach”. She
added: “I wanna give them as many songs as they wanna
hear. “I wanna give them some new songs as well to show
them that this is the new approach.” The ‘Power Of Love’
singer previously revealed she had 48 songs to narrow
down to 12 for her upcoming album. And she also teased
that ‘Courage’ will be “very fun” and “very different” to
her other work and feels she’s “opened her wings” on the
new record.  She said: “The album sounds very fun, very
different and I did try new things. It’s still me but I have
opened my wings to embrace new writers and producers.
“Just to be open to different sounds. I’m not doing like an
AC DC heavy metal, but there’s different flavors.” The
‘My Heart Will Go On’ hitmaker is also set to embark on
the ‘Courage World Tour’ this month, and recently admit-
ted she would have a “breakdown” if she looked at her all
the dates.  Celine - who has son RenÈ-Charles, 18, and
eight-year-old twins Nelson and Eddy with her late hus-
band RenÈ AngÈlil- confessed that the global run “would
not happen” if she acknowledged how long it would take
as she fears she’d miss her children too much.  She said:
“When I go on a tour you cannot look at all the dates
because you’ll have a breakdown and the tour will not
happen. My heart won’t go on. 

Shears has made
peace with having
‘one heyday’ 

ake Shears has “come to terms” with the
fact you only get “one heyday”. The Scissor
Sisters frontman has admitted it was
“heartbreaking” making “peace” with the

fact that no matter how successful you are, there will
always be one part of your career that you are
remembered for the most.  The 40-year-old singer
was asked whether he felt any pressure to match the
success of the Grammy-winning group with his self-
titled debut solo album, which he released last year,
and he admitted: “I think there’d be trepidation if I
didn’t know it was really good. “But you do have to
come to terms with the fact that you only have one
heyday. Elton’s actually the one who said that. No
matter who you are, you have to make your peace
with that.  “It was the most devastating, heartbreaking
thing back then.” The ‘Comfortably Numb’ hitmaker
has been touring with pal Kylie Minogue and has a
headline show coming up in London at Camden’s
Electric Ballroom on September 20. Jake is happy to
sing songs from their back catalogue as he feels like
they are “his songs”, but some he says would be
impossible to perform without bandmate Ana
Matronic. He told The Times newspaper: “There are
certain ones that I’d feel I could never do without Ana,
but a lot of them feel like my songs.” However, a
reunion seems unlikely as Jake has admitted he and
Ana don’t speak to one another anymore. He said: “I
wouldn’t say we locked horns-there was definitely
always a magical sort of alchemy, and a kind of perfor-
mative tension on stage.  “But I’m super proud of her. I
miss her a lot.” Though Jake has insisted he is focused
on his solo career, he did tease the possibility of

marking the 10th anniversary of their debut album in
2020. ‘Night Work’ reached number two in the Official
UK Chart, and the singer would love to get back
together with his bandmates - Ana, Babydaddy, Del
Marquis and Randy Real - to mark the occasion. The
‘Take Your Mamma’ hitmaker said they could release
an album featuring songs that were scrapped when
they were making the record, which he feels are worth
seeing the light of day. He said: “I would really love to
do a Night Work 10th anniversary record (in 2020).
There is also an entire record that we just scrapped
and there are some amazing songs. “I would love to
put that stuff out in the next couple of years. It is a lot
of fun and the fans will love it.”

J onnie Wood is releasing an album dedicated
to Chuck Berry. The Rolling Stones were
majorly influenced by the late rock legend and
their 1963 debut single was even a cover ver-

sion of his hit ‘Come On’. Ronnie might not have joined
the ‘Satisfaction’ band as bassist until 1975, but he has
long been a fan of Chuck. Now he’s recorded some of his
best songs and even a tribute to the ‘Roll Over
Beethoven’ hitmaker for his first solo studio project in
nine years, ‘Mad Lad’, which is named after an instrumen-
tal originally featured on Chuck’s 1960 LP ‘Rockin’ At
The Hops’ and features vocals from Imelda May. Ronnie
told radio station SiriusXM: “I sing most of the songs and
I have a friend called Imelda May and she is singing a
couple.  “‘Mad Lad’ is an original instrumental song by
Chuck. On the album I have done my own Chuck Berry
tribute song. “Then it goes into ‘Mad Lad’. It is a mad
instrumental song and it sums me up.” Chuck - who
toured with the Stones - passed away at the age of 90 in
March 2017. Upon hearing the sad news, the band hailed
Chuck a “true pioneer of rock and roll” and a said he was
a “massive influence on us”. They said: “The Rolling
Stones are deeply saddened to hear of the passing of
Chuck Berry.  “He was a true pioneer of rock & roll and a
massive influence on us. Chuck was not only a brilliant
guitarist, singer and performer, but most importantly, he
was a master craftsman as a songwriter. His songs will
live forever.” Speaking last year, Ronnie, 72, admitted that
Chuck would never “tune up” his guitars which he found
“annoying”, but praised his “originality”. And he also
recalled how he would always insist on playing his chart-
topping cover of Dave Bartholomew’s novelty song
‘Ding-A-Ling’. He said: “Chuck had his own originality
which was so fantastic. But he would never tune up,
which was so annoying. And he kept playing [novelty
song] My Ding-A-Ling at live shows. You would go,
‘Chuck, you can’t keep playing that’, and he would say, ‘It
was number one for God’s sake!’” ‘Mad Lad’ is set to be
released in October.

icole Kidman reveals Meryl Streep convinced
her to take her ‘Bombshell’ role. The ‘Big Little
Lies’ actress revealed she spoke to her co-star
about the possibility of playing Gretchen

Carson in the upcoming drama about female Fox News
employees and their allegations against founder Roger
Ailes. Speaking to Entertainment Tonight, she said: “I
remember Meryl Streep saying to me, when I said, ‘Oh,
should I play Gretchen Carlson? She was like, ‘Yes, you
should.’ So when Meryl says, ‘Yes, you should,’ you do
what she says.” The highly anticipated movie also stars
Margot Robbie will play Kayla Pospisil, while Charlize
Theron as Megyn Kelly - and Kidman was stunned by
the latter’s remarkable transformation for the role. She
added: “For Margot, Charlize and I, we wanted to be part
of a movement, and that film is part of a movement. “I
walked on the set with Charlize and I was like, ‘Are you
kidding me?’ I was like, shocked. And that was in person,
up close. I couldn’t believe it was her.” Meanwhile, the
52-year-old star was honored for her acting work at the
GQ Men of the Year Awards on Tuesday, and she hopes
her own career choices can inspire other women. She
explained: “A lot of the things that I do are not massive
commercial successes, so being recognized allows, I
think, parts to be carved for other actresses. “I always
want to say that to actors and actresses - there’s so many
possibilities. You just have to be ready and... willing and
believe in yourself.”
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aren Gillan “loves” wearing her ‘Jumanji: The
Next Level’ costume. The actress will be
reprising her role as Ruby Roundhouse in the
upcoming sequel, and her stunt double Jahnel

Curfman admitted the revealing outfit meant the pair “put
a lot of work” into their fitness for the film. She told
Showbiz Cheatsheet: “I went in for my fitting and I was
like, ‘Karen, I swear these shorts are shorter this year.
“Both of us, we bitch and complain about that costume
but I think Karen and I both really love wearing it. It’s a
lot of fun. “We put a lot of work into it, into diet and
exercise and training to make that costume look good. It
is pretty badass.” Although Gillan’s costume sparked
some controversy after the 2017 blockbuster ‘Jumanji:
Welcome to the Jungle’, the actress explained at the time
that she felt there was “a really valid reason” for the out-
fit. She said: “I’ve experienced something similar when I
worked on ‘Doctor Who’ and there was such an uproar
about my costume when that was first revealed, so I
thought it was happening all over again. “But I have to
say, I’d never take on a role that was truly gratuitous for
no reason. There’s a really valid reason why she’s wearing
that. My character is really not happy about it!”
Meanwhile, ‘Jumanji’ co-star Jack Black has recently
opened up about how Gillan’s character has “evolved” for
the upcoming sequel, which is set to be released on
December 13. He revealed: “Also, I should say that Karen
is kicking ass in the new ‘Jumanji’. Your character has
evolved and now you’ve got more stuff and rad stuff to
do this time. I can’t say what, because that would be
spoiler alerts.”

K
obert Pattinson had five people “squeezing” him into the
Batsuit. The 33-year-old actor - who will play the Caped
Crusader in ‘The Batman’ - was asked to don the iconic cos-
tume for his final audition, and he joked while it took a team

to help him in, he felt “strong” and “tough” afterwards. Speaking to
Variety, he explained: “You do feel very powerful immediately. And it’s
pretty astonishing, something that is incredibly difficult to get into, so
the ritual of getting into it is pretty humiliating. “You’ve got five people
trying to shove you into something. Once you’ve got it on, it’s like, ‘Yeah,
I feel strong, I feel tough, even though I had to have someone squeezing
my butt cheeks into the legs.’ “ Meanwhile, Pattinson - who was up
against Nicholas Hoult for the role of Bruce Wayne’s crime fighting alter
ego - got the news he’d landed the part while he was filming with ‘The
Dark Knight’ trilogy director Christopher Nolan on his upcoming proj-
ect ‘Tenet’. He added: “I was absolutely relieved when [director Matt
Reeves] called. It’s so bizarre. I was like, ‘What a coincidence this is
happening’. It’s absolutely crazy. I was talking about things to do with
the Batsuit. How to get more movements in it.” The ‘Twilight’ star now
joins a long list of high profile names to play the iconic role. Michael
Keaton received critical acclaim for his outings in the cape and cowl in
1989’s ‘Batman’ and 1992’s ‘Batman Returns’ - both of which were
directed by Tim Burton - and he was followed by Val Kilmer and George
Clooney who played Bruce Wayne and his alter ego in ‘Batman Forever’
and ‘Batman & Robin’ respectively. Christian Bale took on the role for
Nolan’s ‘The Dark Knight’ films, which are considered by many critics to
be the best of the Batman outings on the big screen. — Bang Showbiz
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