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Tehran responded with two separate moves that
breached some of the terms of the deal, although it
says it still aims to save the pact.

Rouhani had threatened to take further measures
by Sept 5 unless France and the other European sig-
natories of the pact did more to protect Iran from the
impact of the US penalties. “I think it is unlikely that
we will reach a result with Europe by today or tomor-
row ... Europe will have another two months to fulfill
its commitments,” Rouhani said, according to state TV.

“The talks between Iran and European countries
are moving forward ... but we have yet to reach a con-
clusion,” he added. Iran would continue with plans to
breach the pact further and accelerate its nuclear
activity, Rouhani said, without giving a fresh deadline.
“The third step (in reducing Iran’s commitments) will
be the most important one and it will have extraordi-
nary effects,” state TV reported him as saying.

Iran’s vital crude oil sales have plummeted by more
than 80% under the US sanctions. The remaining sig-
natories of the deal have been working to save an
agreement that they say will bring Iran back into the
international fold and prevent Tehran from developing
a nuclear bomb. Iran has repeatedly said its nuclear
program is for electricity generation and other peace-
ful purposes. In a possible olive branch to the West,
Iran state TV said authorities would free seven crew

members of the detained British-flagged tanker Stena
Impero. The Swedish-owned tanker was detained by
Iran’s Revolutionary Guards on July 19 in the Strait of
Hormuz waterway for alleged marine violations, two
weeks after Britain detained an Iranian tanker off the
territory of Gibraltar. That ship was released in August.

Iran’s Deputy Foreign Minister Abbas Araqchi
appeared to back the main terms of the French pro-
posal in a statement yesterday. “Our return to the full
implementation of the nuclear accord is subject to the
receipt of $15 billion over a four-month period, other-
wise the process of reducing Iran’s commitments will
continue,” the semi-official news agency Fars quoted
Araqchi as saying.

“Either Europe has to buy oil from Iran or provide
Iran with the equivalent of selling oil as a credit line
guaranteed by Iran’s oil revenues, which in some sense
means a pre-sale of oil,” Araqchi added. Government
spokesman Ali Rabie said Iran would stick to its
nuclear commitments “if France can get the approval
of the US and announces it.” He added: “If they cannot
get the approval, then we will take the third step.”

The United States would have the economic clout
to block any credit line for Iran. Washington has not
commented on the proposal which would contradict
its stated policy of imposing “maximum pressure” to
force Tehran to rein in its nuclear and missile pro-
grams as well as what the White House views as its
destabilizing regional behavior. Iran’s English-lan-
guage Press TV issued a short report stating: “Iran
has rejected a $15 billion loan offered by EU” -
though Western and Iranian sources had described
the French plan as the offer of a credit line, not a
loan. Precise details of the plan have not been made
public. — Reuters

Iran gives Europe
2 more months...
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undermine demarcation of maritime borders beyond
sign No 162. The source, in a statement to KUNA, said
Kuwait received the Iraqi memo and responded to it
immediately. The source said Kuwait’s territorial waters
were specified by a decree issued on December 17,
1967, and updated on October 19, 2014. The decree was
in compliance with UN treaty on law of seas of 1982. He
said Fisht Al-Eij is a natural piece of land over the sea
level and is located within Kuwait’s territorial waters.”

Therefore, the installation of the platform is a sover-
eign right of the State of Kuwait within its territories
and territorial waters,” affirmed the source. The platform
installed in Khor (inlet) Abdullah is for security purpos-

es, said the source, and Iraq has been informed about it.
An official letter informing the Baghdad government was
sent to the Iraqi embassy in Kuwait on February 8, 2017.

Kuwait answered memos sent by Iraq on September
5, 2017 and September 12, 2018, in which Baghdad
urged Kuwait to delay the installation of the platform
until after installation of maritime border signs beyond
sign No 162. The source said the Kuwaiti position was
included in two memos sent from Kuwait Embassy in
Baghdad to the Iraqi foreign ministry on July 26, 2017
and on September 26, 2018, affirming Kuwait was exer-
cising its sovereignty.

The Foreign Ministry source said Kuwait has been
requesting Iraq to start maritime border demarcation
negotiations ever since 2005. “The State of Kuwait
called on the brothers in Iraq to end this issue through
international maritime arbitration in line with the UN
treaty on law of sea of 1982,” he said. Kuwait, he said,
would continue to coordinate with Iraq to address all
outstanding issues “in order to prevent distortion of
relations.” — KUNA

Kuwait dismisses 
Iraqi protest over...
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“Facebook’s face recognition technology still does
not recognize you to strangers,” Narayanan said. “We
don’t share your face recognition information with third
parties. We also don’t sell our technology.” People new
to Facebook or who had the “tag” feature operating will
get word from the social network about the face recog-
nition setting along with an easy way to turn it on if
they wish, according to Narayanan.

“People will still be able to manually tag friends, but we
won’t suggest you to be tagged if you do not have face
recognition turned on,” Narayanan said. “If you already
have the face recognition setting, you won’t receive a
notice.” The move comes amid growing concerns about
facial recognition technology by law enforcement and gov-

ernment agencies, and with widespread use of the system
for surveillance in parts of the world including China.

Also, Facebook on Tuesday confirmed it is dabbling
with no longer making a public display of how many
“likes” are racked up by posts. Such a change could
ease pressure to win approval with images, videos or
comments and, instead, get people to simply focus on
what is in posts. Facebook-owned Instagram earlier this
year announced it was testing hiding like counts and
video view tallies in more than a half-dozen countries,
with account holders still able to see the numbers but
masking amounts from others.

“We are considering hiding like counts from
Facebook,” a spokesman for the leading social network
told AFP on Tuesday. Twitter has also experimented
with hiding numbers of times tweets were “liked” or
“retweeted,” according to product lead Kayvon
Beykpour. Twitter found that people engaged less with
tweets when they couldn’t see the counts. “When you
remove engagement indicators, people engage less,”
Beykpour said while briefing journalists at Twitter
headquarters in San Francisco last month. — Agencies 

Facial recognition 
becomes an opt-in...
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finally published on Saturday, many Bengali-speaking
Hindus such as Saha found they had been excluded.
Other families told AFP of how some of them were not
included in the register, while relatives had made the cut,
even though they supplied the same documents.

While there are no clear answers as to how or why
individuals have been included or excluded, bureaucratic
bungling amid the mountains of paperwork appears to
be one factor. From Modi downwards, senior figures in
Delhi are keeping quiet. One senior official, without
wanting to be named, told reporters claims that the list
was biased against a particular religion “has absolutely
no basis”, adding that equal numbers of Hindus and
Muslims were excluded.

However there appears to be some hope for the
Hindus left off the list, as they have the support of pow-
erful politicians. Bengali-speaking Hindus rallied behind

the BJP, helping it to come to power in state elections in
2016. Local BJP leaders are now pressuring the national
government to pass a quick legislative fix to protect their
voting base.

Meanwhile, powerful politicians have made no such
calls to protect Muslims such as Syed Burhan Ahmed,
who say they have been left off the list unfairly. “My son
and my daughter used my legacy (documents) but they
have not included my name in the NRC. How is it possi-
ble?,” the 85-year-old retired Assam government
employee said. Those left off the register have 120 days
to appeal at so-called Foreigners Tribunals, and if they
fail, they can appeal against that decision through the
courts.

The government has stressed that those omitted will
not become stateless, and that any decisions taken would
be consistent with India’s “democratic traditions”. But
there are fears the appeal process could become as
chaotic as the registration system, with critics saying tri-
bunal staff are unqualified. “Muslims like me have been
living in Assam for generations. Our forefathers came to
this land centuries back. We have valid documents to
prove our Indian citizenship and yet there are doubts,”
Ahmed said. —  AFP 

India ‘citizenship 
list’ causes anger...
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makers and opposition parties are united in wanting to
prevent a no-deal Brexit before agreeing to an election.

Johnson said his strategy was to get a Brexit deal by an
EU summit on Oct. 17 and “get Brexit done”. He said the
British government was making substantial progress and
would succeed in removing the Irish border backstop. The
showdown between prime minister and parliament contin-
ues yesterday, including a vote on the attempt to block no
deal. Finance minister Sajid Javid told parliament he was
“turning the page on austerity” as he promised the
biggest spending increases in 15 years, a move widely
seen as part of the government’s push for an election.

As the three-year Brexit crisis approaches a crescen-
do, the United Kingdom was edging towards an election
as most British politicians see no other way to break the
impasse. The government has scheduled a vote on an
election, but Labor lawmakers said they wanted the block
on a no-deal Brexit implemented before any election.
Sterling jumped 1% against the dollar to trade above
$1.22 for the first time since Aug. 30.

Opposition parties and Conservative Party rebels said
they would not allow a no-deal Brexit to be “smuggled”
through under the cover of an election. “We’re not going
to dance to his tune,” said Keir Starmer, the Labor Party’s
point man on Brexit. “We’re not going to vote with Boris
Johnson today to deprive ourselves of the opportunity to

complete the business that we’ve just seized control of
the house to do.” Beyond the frantic push and shove of
British politics, the United Kingdom fundamentally has
three main Brexit options: leave with a deal, leave without
a deal or cancel Brexit.

An October election would open up three likely
options: a Brexit-supporting government under Johnson,
a Labor government led by veteran socialist Jeremy
Corbyn or a hung parliament that could lead to a coali-
tion or minority government of some kind. The type of
Brexit that emerges from that election is unclear, though
there would be little time for a deal before the Oct. 31
deadline. An avowedly pro-Brexit government could
overturn any laws aimed at preventing a no-deal Brexit.

In a sign of just how far Brexit has distorted British
politics, Johnson’s Conservatives vowed to expel the 21
rebels - including the grandson of Britain’s World War
Two leader Winston Churchill and two former finance
ministers - from the party. Johnson also lost his working
majority in parliament. In one piece of good news for
Johnson, the face of the 2016 Vote Leave referendum
campaign, a Scottish court ruled that his decision to sus-
pend parliament later this month was lawful. “This gov-
ernment is going to get a deal from our friends in
Brussels,” Johnson said. “We will get an agreement.”

The EU has refused to renegotiate the Withdrawal
Agreement reached with Johnson’s predecessor Theresa
May last November. Ireland said Johnson has not yet
presented any solutions to solve the Brexit impasse and
there were reports in British newspapers that Johnson’s
top adviser Dominic Cummings had described negotia-
tions as a sham. When asked if that was how he saw the
Brexit negotiations with the EU, Cummings said: “No. I
never said that.” — Reuters

British PM demands
October 15 election...

TEXAS: Walmart Inc, the nation’s largest retailer, said
on Tuesday it would stop selling ammunition for hand-
guns and some assault-style rifles in all its stores across
the United States, and called for action on gun safety
after a string of mass shootings, including at Walmart
stores in Texas and Mississippi. Walmart also called for a
strengthening of background checks for gun buyers and
action to take guns out of the hands of those who pose a
risk of violence, which was followed by an almost identi-
cal message from grocery operator Kroger Co.

Both Walmart and Kroger, which exited the firearms
and ammunition business last year when its Fred Meyer
unit stopped such sales, said they are now asking cus-
tomers not to bring guns into their stores, even when
allowed by local laws. The two retailers are among a
growing number of US companies, such as Delta Air
Lines and Bank of America, that are responding to the
debate over guns and gun safety as mass shootings have
proliferated, risking backlash from powerful gun owners’
groups while elected leaders consider options.

“It’s clear to us that the status quo is unacceptable,”
Walmart’s chief executive officer, Doug McMillon, said in
a letter to employees. “As a company, we experienced
two horrific events in one week, and we will never be the
same.” Kroger, in a statement from corporate affairs vice
president Jessica Adelman, spoke about “the growing
chorus of Americans who are no longer comfortable with
the status quo and who are advocating for concrete and
common sense gun reforms.”

Kroger said it was “joining those encouraging our
elected leaders to pass laws” on background checks
and keeping firearms out of the hands of those at risk
for violence. McMillon said Walmart’s decision follows
his visit to El Paso, Texas, on Aug. 6, three days after a
gunman went on a rampage at a Walmart store there,
killing 22 people.

Walmart Inc said it would stop selling ammunition for
handguns and some assault-style rifles in all its stores
across the United States. McMillon in the letter

described himself as a gun owner and said that company
founder Sam Walton was “an avid outdoorsman who had
a passion for quail hunting.” Walmart will stop selling
handgun sales in Alaska, the only state where it still sells
hand guns. The halt on the ammunition and handgun
sales will come into effect when current inventory is sold
out. Kroger had sold guns in 43 of its Fred Meyer stores
in the Pacific Northwest and Alaska before announcing
in March 2018 that it would exit the firearms business.

Praise and criticism
The retailers’ latest moves sparked immediate reac-

tion from groups on both sides of the gun control
debate. “The tide is turning,” said Shannon Watts,
founder of Moms Demand Action, a gun control advoca-
cy group. The announcements “send a strong cultural
signal that when lawmakers don’t protect their con-
stituents, companies will protect their customers.” The
National Rifle Association (NRA), a pro-gun group with
deep political ties, said Walmart was succumbing to
pressure from “anti-gun elites.” “Lines at Walmart will
soon be replaced by lines at other retailers who are more
supportive of America’s fundamental freedoms,” it said. It
did not immediately respond to a request for comment
on the Kroger move.

Walmart said its latest actions would reduce its
share of the ammunition market from around 20% to a
range of about 6% to 9%, and would trend toward the
lower end of that range over time. US gun and ammu-
nition stores had total sales of about $11 billion last
year, of which 19% was ammunition, according to
market research firm IBISWorld. The move reflects
growing corporate activism on guns. Walmart, like
rival Dick’s Sporting Goods, had previously ended
sales of assault rifles and raised the minimum age for
gun purchases to 21.

Bank of America last year said it would no longer
lend to companies making military-style firearms for
civilians, and airlines Delta and United last year said

they were no longer offering discounted rates to the
NRA. The latest move will leave Walmart focused on
weapons for hunting, including deer rifles, shotguns and
related ammunition. “The general principle is if we don’t
sell the firearm we wouldn’t sell the ammunition,” a
spokesman for Walmart said.

Just last month, Walmart said it would not change its

policy on selling firearms even as it took down signs and
playable demos of violent video games. On Friday,
McMillon in his letter to employees said he would send
letters urging action on “common sense measures” to the
White House and the Congressional leadership, calling for
debate of the reauthorization of a ban on assault weapons,
to determine its effectiveness, as well. — Reuters

Walmart halts ammunition 
sales for assault-style rifles

CALIFORNIA: People walk outside a Walmart store in San Leandro, California. Walmart, America’s largest retailer
announced that it will reduce the sales of gun ammunition that can be used in handguns and assault style rifles,
including .223 caliber and 5.56 caliber bullets. — AFP 

VLADIVOSTOK: Leadership changes in Saudi
Arabia’s oil industry will have no effect on cooperation
between Moscow and Riyadh, two top Russian officials
said, indicating the shake-up won’t derail a global pact
to support oil prices by curbing output. Separately, sen-
ior sources from OPEC and the oil industry said they
expected Saudi Arabia to stick to its policy of restrain-
ing oil output as long as Riyadh wants to sell a stake in
state oil firm Aramco.

Saudi Arabia this week named a replacement for
Khalid Al-Falih as Aramco chairman, and a few days ear-
lier created a ministry for industry and mineral resources
separate from the energy ministry, in a move that
appears to diminish Falih’s authority. He remains Saudi
energy minister. Russian Energy Minister Alexander
Novak praised Falih and said the Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries would continue to coor-
dinate output with non-OPEC producers.

“We will continue our international cooperation
with our colleagues, with my friend Mr Falih,” Novak
told reporters. He said he planned to visit Saudi Arabia
to prepare for Russian President Vladimir Putin’s trip
there scheduled in October. Ties between OPEC king-
pin Saudi Arabia and non-OPEC Russia have devel-
oped since 2016 after the producer group and a num-
ber of non-member countries formed the so-called
OPEC+ alliance. — Reuters

Shake-up ‘won’t
affect Russian,
Saudi oil pact’


