
S p o r t s Thursday, September 5, 2019

25Established 1961 

Fearless Japan 
relish rematch 
against Boks
TOKYO: Coach Jamie Joseph insisted
that World Cup hosts Japan will have no
fear going into their f inal  warm-up
against revenge-seeking South Africa
after naming a strong team Wednesday.
The last time the teams met, hitherto
tournament no-hopers Japan stunned the
Springboks 34-32 on the English south

coast in their opening game of the 2015
World Cup — an upset of such seismic
proportions a movie about it has just
been released.

Adamant there wil l  be no sequel ,
Joseph’s opposite number, South Africa
coach Rassie Erasmus, named a full-
strength side for Friday’s encounter in
Kumagaya, north of Tokyo. The return to
the starting line-up of Springbok captain
Siya Kolisi after injury is the only change
to the team that drew 16-16 with the All
Blacks in Wellington six weeks ago on the
way to capturing their f irst  Rugby
Championship since 2009.

“We’re elated that coach Erasmus has
picked what I think is their strongest line-

up,” Joseph said after countering with a
starting fifteen led by talismanic captain
Michael Leitch, now recovered from a
lengthy groin problem.

“It shows respect and it gives our
players something to look forward to. I’ve
faced a lot of questions this last week
about if I think it’s a risky game before
the World Cup but unless we play the
best teams, we’ll never get a true measure
of where we are.”

Joseph, who took over from Eddie
Jones after the last World Cup, has set a
target of reaching the quarter-finals for
the first time and the Brave Blossoms lim-
bered up by winning the Pacific Nations
Cup over the summer.

“Obviously this is a step up,” said the
former All Black, who has left out experi-
enced hooker Shota Horie to give him
time to recover from a neck issue, replac-
ing him with Atsushi Sakate in a meaty
front row also including Uwe Helu and
Luke Thompson.

“It will be a physical World Cup,”
added Joseph, whose side kick things off
against Russia in Tokyo on September 20
before further Pool A games against
Ireland, Samoa and Scotland. “That’s part
of the reason we wanted to play South
Africa. It’s the final page in our prepara-
tion, but it’s not a must-win game — the
next game (against Russia) is a must-win.
It’s about performance.” —AFP

England pick Marchant 
for Italy match despite 
WCup omission
LONDON: England have selected from outside their
World Cup squad for Friday’s final warm-up match
against Italy by naming Joe Marchant at outside cen-
tre in a “mix-and-match selection”.

Marchant is not in the 31-man squad bound for
Japan on September 8 but slots into the midfield
alongside Piers Francis, with captain Owen Farrell
starting the final warm-up fixture at fly-half.

Two further players not picked for Japan 2019 are
present on the bench in lock Charlie Ewels and
flanker Matt Kvesic.

Ruaridh McConnochie finally makes his debut on
the right wing after two aborted attempts in the dou-
ble header against Wales due to hip and hamstring
injuries. The Bath sevens specialist forms a rapid back
three alongside Anthony Watson and Leicester flyer
Jonny May. Henry Slade has lost his battle with a
knee injury and misses the last opportunity to get
some game time before the World Cup and Ben
Youngs is given another run at scrum-half.

Star number eight Billy Vunipola will make his
fourth start of the campaign. Mark Wilson makes his
first start of the summer at openside flanker and Tom
Curry is given another run at six. “We have gone with
a mix-and-match selection policy to develop our
adaptability and the team’s ability to cope with any
situation,” said England coach Eddie Jones.

England have enjoyed a promising World Cup
warm-up series, with a win against Wales at
Twickenham and crushing victory over Ireland only
slightly offset by a narrow defeat in Cardiff. Italy
complete the four fixtures in the nation’s first outing
at St James’s Park, two days before the squad set off
for a pre-tournament training camp in Miyazaki.

“We have had a solid training week in Treviso with
hot conditions so we are looking forward to testing
ourselves against Italy on Friday night,” said Jones.
“Then we hop on the plane and are ready to go to
Japan.” —AFP

WASHINGTON: Kurt Suzuki’s three-run, walk-off
home run capped a seven-run ninth inning and lifted
the host Washington Nationals to a stunning 11-10 win
over the New York Mets on Tuesday. After the Mets
scored five times in the top of the ninth to build a 10-4
lead, Trea Turner doubled home Victor Robles in the
bottom of the inning to make it 10-5. Anthony Rendon’s
single brought home a run, and with the bases loaded,
Ryan Zimmerman doubled to the wall in right-center off
Edwin Diaz (1-7) to pull Washington within 10-8. That
brought up Suzuki, whose 16th homer of the year
capped the improbable comeback. The teams combined
for 12 runs on 11 hits, including three home runs, in the
ninth inning. Javy Guerra (3-1) got the win by getting
the final out in the top of the inning. Washington has
won five of its last six and 10 of 12, winning on the
biggest comeback in the bottom of the ninth inning in
franchise history. It also marked the biggest blown
ninth-inning lead in Mets club history.

Royals 6, Tigers 5
Jorge Soler broke the Kansas City single-season

home run record with his 39th of the season, and Ryan
O’Hearn hit a walk-off homer in the ninth inning to give
the Royals a win over visiting Detroit. Soler hammered
a three-run shot in the third inning, passing Mike
Moustakas’ previous club record set in 2017. O’Hearn
won it with his first career walk-off home run, a one-
out shot off Zac Reininger (0-1). Kansas City’s Ian
Kennedy blew a save for the first time in 15 chances
when he allowed an RBI single to Ronny Rodriguez in
the top of the ninth. However, Alex Gordon’s throw from
left to the plate was in time to keep Willi Castro from
scoring the go-ahead run on the play.

Yankees 10, Rangers 1
James Paxton tied a season high with 12 strikeouts

while pitching seven scoreless innings of one-hit ball,
and New York hit five homers in a rout over visiting
Texas. Gary Sanchez homered twice and Didi
Gregorius belted a three-run homer for the Yankees,
who won for the seventh time in nine games a day after
getting blanked for the first time in 221 games. Brett
Gardner and Edwin Encarnacion added two-run
homers for the Yankees, who raised their season total to
261 — six away from the single-season franchise
record they set last season.

Dodgers 5, Rockies 3
Russell Martin and David Freese hit back-to-back

home runs in the seventh inning, and Justin Turner
added another homer in the eighth inning as Los
Angeles rallied for a victory over visiting Colorado. The
Dodgers increased their home run total to 248, one shy
of the 2000 Houston Astros, who hold the National
League record for a single season. Daniel Murphy and
Nolan Arenado hit home runs while Chi Chi Gonzalez
pitched into the seventh inning, but the Rockies saw
their losing streak extend to eight games, matching a
season high.

Diamondbacks 2, Padres 1
Ketel Marte had three hits, Josh Rojas had two hits

and an RBI, and Merrill Kelly threw seven scoreless
innings in Arizona’s victory over San Diego at Phoenix.
Kelly (10-13) gave up three hits and struck out nine
while outdueling Padres right-hander Ronald Bolanos,
who gave up two runs and five hits in six innings in his
major league debut. San Diego broke up the shutout in

the ninth inning on a two-out RBI single by Wil Myers
before Archie Bradley struck out Nick Martini with the
bases loaded for his 11th save, all since July 30.

Twins 6, Red Sox 5
Miguel Sano slugged a two-run home run, Nelson

Cruz added a solo shot, and Minnesota held off host
Boston in the opener of a three-game series. Sano had
three RBIs, and Jake Cave drove in a pair for
Minnesota, which won for the ninth time in its past 10
games. Rafael Devers crushed a three-run homer, and
Andrew Benintendi also went deep for the Red Sox,
who fell for just the third time in their past nine games.

A’s 7, Angels 5
Matt Chapman hit a three-run homer, and Seth

Brown drove in two runs with a pair of triples, helping
host Oakland overcome Mike Trout’s 44th home run in
a victory over Los Angeles. Mike Fiers ran his unbeaten
streak to 21 starts despite serving up home runs to
Trout and Albert Pujols, benefitting from four innings of
one-run relief by the Oakland bullpen in a game that
was tied 5-5 in the middle of the sixth. Brown’s second
triple came in the bottom of the sixth, scoring Mark
Canha to put Oakland on top for good at 6-5. Khris
Davis followed with a sacrifice fly to give the A’s a two-
run cushion.

Brewers 4, Astros 2
Jordan Lyles scattered six hits and two runs over 6

1/3 innings as host Milwaukee earned a split of its two-
game interleague series against Houston. Lyles (10-8)
improved to 5-1 with a 2.56 ERA over seven starts
since joining the Brewers via a trade with Pittsburgh on
July 29. Zack Greinke (14-5) took his first loss in six
starts with the Astros. He allowed four runs on eight hits
with four strikeouts over six innings. Astros center
fielder George Springer was carted off the field after
the top of the fifth inning after crashing into the outfield
wall while corralling a Ryan Braun fly ball. He was being
evaluated for a head injury, and the team listed him as
day-to-day.

Phillies 6, Reds 2
Bryce Harper drove in his 100th run of the season to

help lift visiting Philadelphia over Cincinnati, becoming
the first Phillies hitter with at least 30 home runs and
100 RBIs in a season since Ryan Howard in 2011. Scott
Kingery homered for the second consecutive game,
Adam Haseley doubled twice and scored two runs, and
J.T. Realmuto and Corey Dickerson added two hits
apiece for the Phillies, who have won the first two
games of the four-game series. Nick Vincent (1-2),
Ranger Suarez, Mike Morin, Jose Alvarez and Hector
Neris each threw one scoreless inning of relief for
Philadelphia, which won the series opener 7-1 on
Monday. Blake Parker gave up Cincinnati’s second run,
in the eighth inning.

Cubs 6, Mariners 1
Nicholas Castellanos hit a three-run homer and fin-

ished with four RBIs, Willson Contreras and Kyle
Schwarber added solo shots, and Chicago cruised over
visiting Seattle. Contreras went deep in his first game
back from a stint on the injured list because of a right
hamstring strain. Ben Zobrist also enjoyed a successful
return to the Cubs as he went 1-for-3 with a walk and
two runs in his first appearance since leaving the team
in early May because of personal reasons. Chicago

wrapped up a two-game sweep against the Mariners
and finished with a 12-8 record in interleague play this
season. Seattle loaded the bases in the first, fourth and
sixth innings but failed to score each time. The
Mariners were outscored 11-2 during the series.

Braves 7, Blue Jays 2
Ronald Acuna Jr. emerged from a slump to hit a triple

and score twice in Atlanta’s win over visiting Toronto.
Acuna, who went 1-for-4 with a walk, ended an 0-for-15
streak with a leadoff triple and came around to score
the first run. He scored again in the fifth, giving him a
National League-best 111 runs. The Braves won their
sixth straight and 14th in their last 16, and they have
claimed 10 in a row at home, leaving them two shy of the
franchise’s modern-era record set in 2000.

Cardinals 1, Giants 0
Jack Flaherty threw eight scoreless innings to lead

the St. Louis past visiting San Francisco. The Cardinals
won for the 20th time in their last 25 games while the
Giants lost for the seventh time in eight games. Flaherty
(9-7) allowed just two baserunners: Stephen Vogt on a
second-inning walk and Mike Yastrzemski with a single
with two outs in the sixth. Carlos Martinez, pitching for
the fourth straight day, closed out the Giants in the
ninth inning to earn his 18th save. Marcell Ozuna’s
sixth-inning homer produced the game’s only run. 

White Sox 6, Indians 5
James McCann belted a three-run homer with two

outs in the eighth inning, and Eloy Jimenez followed
with his second homer of the night as visiting Chicago
posted a victory over Cleveland. The late rally helped
Chicago snap a season-high-tying, seven-game losing
streak and improve to 8-6 against Cleveland this sea-
son. Roberto Perez’s three-run homer off Evan Marshall
(4-2) staked the Indians to a 5-2 lead in the seventh
inning before the White Sox rallied for four runs in the
eighth against Carlos Carrasco (4-7).

Marlins 5, Pirates 4
Garrett Cooper’s 444-foot home run in the 10th

inning gave visiting Miami a win over Pittsburgh to
break a three-game losing streak. Cooper also had an
RBI double, and Miguel Rojas hit a tying homer in the
ninth for Miami, which had lost 15 straight road games.
Adam Conley (2-7) got the final out in the ninth, and
Jose Urena pitched the 10th for his first save. Adam
Frazier hit a solo homer and a two-run single for
Pittsburgh, which had won four straight.

Orioles 4, Rays 2 (Game 1)
Anthony Santander hit a tiebreaking home run in the

sixth inning, and Baltimore snapped Tampa Bay’s five-
game winning streak with a victory in the opener of a
doubleheader in St. Petersburg, Fla. Trying to avoid any
potential impact from Hurricane Dorian, a decision was
made to move up Wednesday’s scheduled series finale
to Tuesday, forcing the traditional doubleheader. Both
teams will be off Wednesday. After Baltimore’s Rio Ruiz
tied the game at 2 with a two-run homer in the fifth,
Santander put the visitors ahead with a solo shot down
the right field line the next inning. The victory snapped
a three-game slide for the Orioles, who got an insur-
ance RBI double from Mark Trumbo in the ninth.

Rays 2, Orioles 0 (Game 2)
Austin Meadows hit a fourth-inning solo homer, and

seven Tampa Bay pitchers held Baltimore to five hits to
secure a split of the doubleheader in St. Petersburg, Fla.
The Rays used a bullpen approach to stymie Baltimore
hitters in the nightcap. Diego Castillo (3-8) was credit-
ed with the win after pitching two innings and Emilio
Pagan earned his 17th save, as the Rays as a staff struck
out 13 without a walk. Tampa Bay’s Ji-Man Choi left the
game in the seventh after being hit in the face by the
ball while sliding into third on a triple. Teammate Eric
Sogard exited in the eighth when he was beaned in hel-
met by a pitch. —Reuters

Martin, Freese rescue Dodgers against Rockies

Nationals shock Mets with seven-run 
ninth inning in 11-10 thriller

WASHINGTON: : Kurt Suzuki #28 of the Washington Nationals hits a walk off three run home run in the ninth
inning during a baseball game against the New York Mets at Nationals Park in Washington, DC. —AFP

Victory for Sebastian 
Soderberg at the 
2019 Omega Masters 
CRANS: Sebastian Soderberg of Sweden has won the
2019 OMEGA Masters in Crans Montana. The dramatic
final day finished with a play-off involving five golfers
at the top of the leaderboard, including the current
World Number 2, Rory McIlroy. Soderberg’s superb
precision and play helped him to earn the eventual win
and the tournament’s top prize - including the winner’s
check, trophy, red championship jacket and an OMEGA
Seamaster Aqua Terra 150M Master Chronometer. 

OMEGA is a company of the Swatch Group, the
largest manufacturer and distributor of watches and
jewellery in the world. The 41mm watch features a sym-
metrical 18K Sednagold case and a sun-brushed brown
dial with a distinctive horizontal “teak” pattern. There is
also a date window at 6 o’clock and 18K Sednagold
hands and indexes filled with white Super-LumiNova.
Presented on a brown leather strap, the timepiece is
powered by the OMEGA Master Chronometer calibre
8901, certified at the industry’s highest standard for
precision and performance by the Swiss Federal
Institute of Metrology (METAS). This is the 19th year
that OMEGA has title-sponsored the competition,
which is celebrating its 80th edition this year. 

OMEGA was thrilled to watch its own players,
including Rory McIlroy, Sergio Garcia and Tommy
Fleetwood join a very strong leaderboard, including the

eventual winner Sebastian Soderberg, for the four days
of competition. Raynald Aeschlimann, President and
CEO of OMEGA, watched the action unfold and said,
“The OMEGA Masters is one of our favourite sporting
competitions and it has been great to watch another
year of top talent right here at our home in Switzerland.
Many congratulations to Sebastian Soderberg. He
showed exactly what it takes to win here and he should

be immensely proud of his achievement.” The OMEGA
Masters is renowned for its heritage, famed winners
and majestic mountain scenery that delights players
and spectators every year. Although it was first played
in 1923, this prestigious competition has been title
sponsored by OMEGA since 2001. Taking place in
Switzerland, it is a special “home advantage” for the
brand. 
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