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Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.
Meanwhile, Iran’s supreme leader yesterday ruled out
negotiations with the US “at any level”, as tensions
mounted between the arch-foes after Washington
blamed Tehran for weekend attacks on Saudi oil instal-
lations. Yemen’s Iran-aligned Houthi rebels claimed
responsibility for Saturday’s attacks, which halved oil
output in Saudi Arabia, the world’s top crude exporter.

But yesterday, a US official upped the pressure on
Tehran, telling AFP the strike was launched from Iranian
soil and that cruise missiles were involved. The official,
who asked to remain anonymous, said the US was gath-
ering evidence to present to the international communi-
ty at the UN General Assembly next week. US Vice
President Mike Pence said Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo would travel to Saudi Arabia on Tuesday to
“discuss our response”. 

Earlier in the day, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said the
US had adopted a policy of “maximum pressure” on
Iran because it believes it cannot bring the Islamic
republic to its knees through other means. “The policy
of ‘maximum pressure’ against the Iranian nation is
worthless and all Islamic Republic of Iran officials
unanimously believe there will be no negotiations with
the US at any level,” he said in a televised address.

Trump said the US was ready to help Saudi Arabia
after the attacks that halted about six percent of the
world’s oil supply and triggered a record leap in crude
prices. “I’m not looking to get into new conflict, but
sometimes you have to,” he said. “That was a very large
attack, and it could be met by an attack many, many
times larger.” “Certainly, it would look to most like it
was Iran,” Trump added.

US Secretary of Defense Mark Esper also labelled
Iran a destabilizing force in the region, but stopped
short of directly accusing Tehran over the strikes. The
US military, he said, was working with its partners to
“address this unprecedented attack and defend the
international rules-based order that is being under-
mined by Iran”. A day after the attacks, the White
House had said Trump could meet his Iranian counter-
part Hassan Rouhani on the sidelines of the UN General
Assembly in New York next week.

Rouhani has already rejected the possibility of direct
negotiations with the US unless it lifts all sanctions. The
Iranian president has said that even if that happens, any
talks must be held in the framework of the nuclear
accord. Khamenei reiterated this yesterday, saying that
if the US “repents” and returns to the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action, then it can talk to Iran

along with other parties to the deal.
“If the US takes back its words and repents after

pulling out of the JCPOA... then it can join the other
countries party to the JCPOA and talk to Iran along
with the other countries,” he said, using the agreement’s
formal title. “Without this, no negotiations will happen
at any level between the Islamic Republic of Iran’s offi-
cials and the Americans, not during the visit to New
York or any other visit.”

Yemen’s Houthi rebels claimed responsibility for
Saturday’s attacks on Abqaiq, the world’s largest oil
processing facility, and the Khurais oilfield in eastern
Saudi Arabia. Oil prices receded five percent yesterday,
reversing some of the previous day’s gains as analysts
said they were expecting Saudi output to recover
sooner than expected after the weekend’s attacks.

As aftershocks continued to ripple across financial
markets yesterday, energy specialists S&P Platt said
around three million barrels per day of Saudi crude
would remain offline for at least a month. “At this point,
it looks likely that around 3.0 million bpd of Saudi
Arabian crude supply will be offline for at least a
month,” S&P Global Platts said in a report. 

The Saudi cabinet chaired by King Salman warned
yesterday the unprecedented attacks posed a threat to
global energy supply. “The goal of the unprecedented
destructive aggression... is to target primarily global
energy supplies,” the cabinet said in a statement. “We
urge the international community to take firmer meas-
ures to stop these flagrant aggressions,” said the state-
ment, cited by the SPA news agency.

The kingdom stressed that it was “capable of
responding to the attacks”, regardless of who the per-
petrators were, but did not name any. But it reiterated
earlier claims that the strikes were carried out with
Iranian weapons. Saudi Energy Minister Prince
Abdulaziz bin Salman was scheduled late yesterday to
hold his first press conference since the attacks, with
the expectation that he will give an update on efforts to
restore lost production. Riyadh pumps some 9.9 million
bpd of which around 7.0 million bpd are exported,
mostly to Asian markets. “Saudi Arabia will likely say
that they can fully supply their customers, although as
time goes on this may be challenging. Any indication of
delays or supply tightness will lead to further price
increases in the weeks/months ahead,” S&P said. The
threat of a prolonged supply outage from Saudi Arabia
highlights the lack of spare production capacity in the
market, estimated at 2.3 million bpd, most of it held by
Riyadh, the energy news provider said.

London-based Capital Economics said global crude
stocks, estimated at around 6.1 billion barrels, should be
able to compensate for the lost output. It said that if
Saudi Arabia manages to restore full production by
next week, oil prices would quickly come down to
around $60 a barrel. But if it takes months and tensions
persist, benchmark Brent crude prices could hit $85 a
barrel, it said. — Agencies 

Acting defense
minister calls on...

Continued from Page 1

“We are analyzing” complaints, ISIE spokesman
Hasna Ben Slimane said. “But to unseat a candidate,
there must be a valid and solid reason” to believe there
was a violation, he said. Observers from the European
Union said the first round has been “transparent”. But it
called for the candidates to have the “same opportuni-
ties” to campaign, in an apparent allusion to Karoui.

Depending on potential appeals, the second round
could be organized for Oct 6, the same day as legisla-
tive elections, or on Oct 13, ISIE said. The two candi-
dates - though very different - have drawn on the same
“anti-system” sentiment among the electorate, spurred
by exasperation with the status quo. Unemployment

plagues about 15 percent of the population, especially
young graduates, while inflation eats away at already
low incomes.

“With these presidential polls, we’re back to the situ-
ation in 2011,” said Mohamed Marzouk, the head of civil
society organisation Murakiboun, which has been
observing the elections. “The voters’ message is:
‘Everybody out, and then we’ll see’,” he said. The two
leading candidates “have been preparing the ground for
years. They have shown that elections don’t happen on
Facebook - at least not only,” Marzouk said. Le
Quotidien newspaper earlier said Tunisian voters had
“preferred to venture into the unknown rather than
extend a hand again to those who betrayed their hopes”. 

Saied, a fiercely independent academic aged 61,
advocates a radical decentralization of power, with
local democracy and the ability to remove elected offi-
cials from office during their mandates. Karoui, a 56-
year-old media magnate, is under investigation for
alleged money laundering and has been in pre-trial
detention since Aug 23.  — AFP
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told the BBC. “I’m really just pretty numb. There was a
lot of people on the beach to meet me and wish me well and
it was really nice of them, but I feel just mostly stunned.”

Thomas said the hardest part was dealing with the
saltwater, which left her throat and mouth sore, while
she also got stung in the face by a jellyfish. The athlete
relied on a protein recovery drink mixed with elec-
trolytes and caffeine - which was tied to a rope and
thrown to her every 30 minutes - to complete the feat,
according to her mother. Upon arrival, she tried to cele-
brate with champagne but found it did not go down
well. She did manage to eat some M&M chocolates.
“Hopefully I can sleep the rest of the day. I’m pretty out

of it and pretty tired right now, for sure,” she said.
Endurance swimmer Lewis Pugh wrote on Twitter

that her achievement was “extraordinary, amazing,
superhuman”. “Just when we think we’ve reached the
limit of human endurance, someone shatters the
records,” he wrote. In a post on Saturday before setting
off, Thomas wrote: “This swim is dedicated to all the
survivors out there. This is for those of us who have
prayed for our lives, who have wondered with despair
about what comes next, and have battled through pain
and fear to overcome.”

The marathon swimmer received the cancer diag-
nosis four months after an unprecedented Aug 2017
non-stop solo swim of 104.6 miles in Lake Champlain
on the US-Canada border. She underwent treatment
for the aggressive form of breast cancer - which had
already begun spreading to the lymph nodes under
one of her arms - in the summer of 2018, according to
a fundraising website for a documentary about her
achievements. — Agencies 
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dance routine with his professional partner Lindsay
Arnold. The pair salsa danced to the Spice Girls hit “Spice Up
Your Life” - with Spicer sliding across the dance floor on his
knees, hands stretched above his head, for the grand finale.

If his stodgy moves failed to make an impression on the

judges, his outfit certainly caused a stir online. Multiple posts
mocking his routine and clothing, particularly the shirt’s
plunging neckline, soon inundated social media. “Ironically,
that neon green ruffle shirt is not the most humiliating thing
Sean Spicer has ever done in public,” one wag tweeted.

Spicer, 47, was Trump’s first press secretary. During his
seven months in the position, he proved a controversial figure,
clashing with the press corps over the size of Trump’s inaugu-
ration and asserting that Adolf Hitler did not use chemical
weapons. Even his White House colleagues said he used
“alternative facts”. He was spared by neither the press nor the
president, who sometimes took to Twitter to criticize him. He
stepped down as press secretary in July 2017. — AFP 
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People surround a stranded killer whale in Mar Chiquita, Buenos Aires province, Argentina on Monday. Six of seven stranded orcas were returned to the Atlantic Ocean with the help of the prefecture, firefighters, lifeguards and
experts. — AFP 

BAGHDAD: As fissures within a powerful paramilitary force
go public for the first time and a revolving door of top politi-
cians consults Tehran, Iraq’s fragile political balance is crum-
bling, analysts say, with worrying consequences for its pre-
mier. It has been a shaky 11 months for Prime Minister Adel
Abdel Mahdi’s government since it was painstakingly
stitched together in the prolonged wake of May 2018 elec-
tions. The administration’s power rests on the curious cou-
pling of firebrand cleric Moqtada Al-Sadr with Fatah, the
political arm of the Hashed Al-Shaabi armed network. 

But a cocktail of new pressure points - from Sadr’s frus-
tration with the Hashed to purported Israeli strikes targeting
the force - are fraying this tenuous deal, said Ihsan Al-
Shammari, head of the Iraqi Center for Political Thought.
“The situation is messy. The political parties are reposition-
ing themselves and the major alliances have broken apart,”
Shammari told AFP. He predicted the “tactical partnership”

between Sadr and Fatah will collapse amid the cleric’s esca-
lating criticism of the Hashed’s possession of arms and moves
to create its own air force.

Sadr even dramatically tweeted last week that Iraq was
turning into a “rogue” state. Days later, he appeared in an
unannounced visit to Iran, the influential powerbroker con-
sulted during times of crisis in Iraq’s political scene. Sadr was
likely there to complain about the Hashed or lobby for more
support, including having a say in selecting Iraq’s next pre-
mier in case the government falls, said Shammari. 

Sadr would also probably use the specter of popular
protests to secure his political goals. “Sadr remains the gov-
ernment’s biggest sponsor, but if it doesn’t make progress,
he’ll put the possibility of protests forward - and we’re start-
ing to see him hint at that,” Shammari said. In a sign of what
may be to come, Iraq’s Sadr-backed health minister Alaa
Alwan resigned on Sunday out of frustration with what he

said was a corrupt administration.
Since Saddam Hussein’s Sunni-dominated regime was

toppled by the US-led invasion of 2003, Iraq’s Shiite parties
have revived and thrived. For years, they were broadly split
between those loyal to Iran and its supreme leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei against those supporting Iraq’s own Grand
Ayatollah Ali Sistani, said Renad Mansour, a researcher at
the Chatham House think-tank. “Now, it’s murky and much
more fragile. The biggest credit for that goes to the challenge
facing the Hashed in becoming a post-Islamic State Iraqi
institution,” he said.

The Hashed was established in 2014 from mostly-Shiite
armed groups and volunteers to fight IS jihadists, who had
swept across a third of Iraq. But that common enemy was
defeated in 2017. “Because the front has dried up, the groups
are no longer able to profit and are now competing with
each other for profits and political positions,” Mansour said.

And this summer, purported Israeli strikes on Hashed
bases exposed another rift, this time between the force’s
official leader Faleh Fayyadh and his deputy Abu Mehdi Al-
Muhandis, who is much closer to Iran and is said to hold
the real power. Muhandis was quick to blame Washington
and Israel for the strikes, but Fayyadh publicly walked back
his statement and said the accusation didn’t reflect the
Hashed’s position.

Weeks later, a decree signed by Muhandis appeared to
authorize the Hashed to create its own air force, later denied
by the force. It was “the first time” the leaders had publicly
clashed like this, said Mansour. “The divide was not a big
deal until Muhandis decided that Fayyadh needed to do a
better job in protecting Hashed from these strikes,” he told
AFP. “That’s the most important thing-because if Muhandis
determines that the leadership is not protecting him, he’ll
make moves to remove them,” he said. — AFP 
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