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Kolisi lifting World Cup would 
be ‘hugely symbolic’: Solomons

25

TWICKENHAM: Springbok captain Siya Kolisi
receiving the Rugby World Cup trophy would be a
“hugely symbolic moment” for the country, South
African coaching guru Alan Solomons told AFP. If the
28-year-old backrow forward, the first black player to
captain South Africa at a World Cup, were to lift the
Webb Ellis Cup on November 2, it would become one
of the most iconic images in World Cup history.

It could even rival the picture of the white
Springbok captain Francois Pienaar receiving the tro-
phy in 1995 from South Africa’s first black president
Nelson Mandela in a country where rugby was consid-
ered a pillar of apartheid.

“Siya has done really well, he is a fabulous player
and it would be fantastic for him to win the World
Cup,” said Solomons, who was assistant to Springbok
coach Nick Mallett during the 1999 World Cup. 

“It would be a great thing for the country to win
and a hugely symbolic moment if he lifted the trophy.
“It would have positive connotations all round for the
country and the people.” Solomons, who is director of
rugby at English Premiership side Worcester Warriors,
believes the final will be between the Boks and the
two-time defending champions New Zealand but says
this is the most open World Cup of all time. 

“It is massively competitive,” said the 69-year-old,
who helped Mallett’s Bok side win the 1998 Tri-
Nations title and beat the All Blacks in the third-place
play-off in 1999. “In 1999 our pool games were a joke,
we knew our first serious game would be England in
the quarter-finals.” The Boks won that game in Paris
44-21 thanks to an astonishing five drop goals from
Jannie de Beer.

“I still fancy it will be a South Africa v New Zealand
final and as to who wins that, well one-off matches
between quality sides are decided by key moments.”
The southern Hemisphere powerhouses will be able to
test each other out early on as they play each other on
Saturday in their opening match in Pool B.

‘PEAKING AT RIGHT TIME’ 
Solomons, who has also coached Ulster and

Edinburgh, bases his confidence in the Springboks on
the brilliance of their coach Rassie Erasmus.

Erasmus, who was a flanker in that Mallett-Solomons
set-up in the late 90s, has transformed the team since
he returned initially as director of rugby in 2017. He
took on the coaching mantle in February last year fol-
lowing the sacking of the hapless Allister Coetzee.

The Boks enter the World Cup — which they have
won twice — on the back of winning the southern
hemisphere’s Rugby Championship for the first time in
10 years. “They are an incredible generation of play-
ers,” Solomons said at the launch of the forthcoming
English Premiership season. “That is a powerful team,
Rassie has done an amazing job and his selection has
been good which is key at any level.

“He has prepared them in the right way. “There is a
strong South African flavour to the team, powerful up
front and very physical defence. “They are a really,
really good side.” Worcester’s former Springbok
scrum-half Francois Hougaard concurs with Solomons,
saying the players look happy which was not the case
during Coetzee’s tenure. “Success comes when a group
of players decide to buy into something and move in
the same direction,” said 31-year-old Hougaard, who

was capped 46 times. “The culture that has been cre-
ated is something that is working.

“It is a very positive, happy and friendly working
environment. “They are enjoying themselves, you can

see it on the field, they play with passion. “I am happy
for them, the team is peaking at the right time just
before the World Cup. “You do not want to be playing
well two years ago and slacking off now.”  — AFP

CHIBA: South Africa’s Siya Kolisi takes part in a training session at the Arcs Urayasu Park in Urayasu, Chiba
Prefecture, ahead of the Japan 2019 Rugby World Cup. — AFP

NARAHA: Argentina’s fly-half says the aerial
battle will be a key factor in their crunch Pool
C encounter with France, hoping that his
experience in French rugby will give him an
edge. Nicolas Sanchez was the top scorer at
the 2015 World Cup in England, his 97 points
putting him ahead of the likes of All Black Dan
Carter and the Wallabies’ Bernard Foley.

And the Stade Francais playmaker, who had
also enjoyed spells at Bordeaux-Begles and
Toulon, said his knowledge of the opposition
will be invaluable as Los Pumas seek to get
out of a ‘group of death’ that also contains
England.

“My experience last season was useful
because it allowed me to get to know the
players in the French team. I know their quali-
ties and I can sort of predict how the match
will go,” he told AFP at the team camp in
Naraha, near Fukushima in eastern Japan.

“We have to put them under pressure. I
also think the kicking and aerial game will
play an essential part. A lot will go through
there,” said the 30-year-old with 77 Puma
caps. Heavy rain is currently forecast to pass
through Tokyo on the first weekend of the
competition, leading some teams to train with
slippery balls.

Argentina bombarded France with high
balls during their past two World Cup match-
es, beating Les Bleus twice in 2007 — once
in the pool phase and then winning the third-
place play-off. 

Sanchez said that while Argentina are “100
percent” focused on the clash with France,
“we also know we have a very high-level
match (against England on October 5) where
we will also have to be at 100 percent”.

And he said he was relishing competition
for the number 10 shirt  from Benjamin
Urdapilleta, also plying his trade in France for
Top 14 outfit Castres. ‘It’s great to have this
competition. I am very happy to share this
World Cup with him. He has shown the level
he can perform at. It’s good for the Pumas to
have him and for me too,” said Sanchez. 

Coach Mario Ledesma is set to give
Sanchez the nod at fly-half, according to sev-
eral sources inside the camp. The team, which
wil l  be announced on Wednesday or
Thursday, could feature as many as 13 players
from the Jaguares team that reached the final
of this year’s Super Rugby competition.

The Pumas have been training since
Saturday at the J-Village, a sports complex in
Japan’s Fukushima that was once a staging
ground for battling the 2011 nuclear disaster.

The complex will next year host Olympic
teams and the torch relay as Japanese author-
ities hope to send a signal that the area is
recovering from the terrible events eight
years ago.

They are due to arrive in Tokyo on
Wednesday, three days ahead of the crunch
match with France that will play a huge part in
determining the quarter-final line-up.

French full-back Maxime Medard has said
the game is “an all or nothing match” if either
side hopes to reach the knock-out phase.
Los Pumas are hoping to finally go further
than the semi-finals that they reached in
2007 and 2015. — AFP

Aerial battle key 
to France clash, 
says Pumas’ Sanchez

‘I still fancy it will be a South Africa v New Zealand final’

SHIZUOKA: A security guard stands by an entrance to Ecopa Stadium in Shizuoka yesterday, ahead of the Japan 2019
Rugby World Cup.— AFP

TOKYO: World Rugby chief executive Brett
Gosper said yesterday he had concerns that a
reported deal to sell a share of the Six Nations’
commercial arm to Formula One’s former owners
CVC for £300 million ($370 million) might be
detrimental to players’ welfare.

The Times newspaper reported Tuesday that
CVC Capital Partners had agreed in principle to
buy a 15 percent share in the commercial opera-
tions of the six unions in rugby’s annual northern
hemisphere championship — England, Scotland,
Ireland, Wales, France and Italy.

The unions have been in talks for almost two
years over pooling their commercial interests. The
Six Nations would not confirm the sale to private
equity firm CVC had been agreed, saying only it
had entered into “an exclusive period of negotia-
tion with an external investor partner”.

It added it believed new investment “is vital for
the long-term future of our game”.

CVC, who last December acquired a reported
27 percent stake worth more than £200 million in
the English Premiership, had been reported in
March to have bid for a 30 percent share for the
Six Nations.

According to The Times, CVC would own a
share not only of the Six Nations Championship,
but also the autumn Tests — when the southern
hemisphere powerhouses tour Europe — and
summer tours when the likes of England and
Ireland go south. All sides expect the deal to be
completed after the November 2 World Cup final
in Japan.

Asked about the deal at a Tokyo press confer-
ence, Gosper said: “I’d have to say we don’t know
enough about the ins and outs of that deal, it’s
been shrouded, so we can’t say too much at this
stage and we don’t know if it will be good or bad.

“Certainly as big an investor in the sport as a
private equity firm like CVC will create influence,
and that’s something that in some areas could con-
cern us.”

Gosper added: “The areas concerning you are
with a high-funding commercial owner of the
sport that isn’t the governing body, then certain
calls might be made that aren’t in the interests of
growth or perhaps player welfare.

“We want to make sure it’s for the right rea-
sons. Many of our biggest members have wel-
comed this increased funding, and so we can only
recognise it as positive. “But we just have a couple
of watch-outs and concerns and I’m sure we’ll
have a chance to discuss those with the Six
Nations. So let’s be optimistic.”

According to The Times, CVC are also set to
finalise a deal for the Pro14 too, offering £115 mil-
lion for 27 percent of the tournament that pits
Welsh, Scottish, South African, Irish and Italian
clubs against each other.

Should the deals be completed it would leave
France’s Top 14 as the only major European league
to be independent of CVC. The deal would likely
have most impact on TV rights.

For example, the Six Nations is presently free
to air in Britain — the BBC and ITV share the
matches — but Amazon had been rumoured to be
circling earlier in the year when CVC’s interest
first became public.

CVC came under fire when running Formula
One for prioritising income over television figures

TOKYO: Organisers said the Rugby World Cup was set
to break broadcast records and grow the game in Asia
as excitement builds in Japan, with huge crowds turning
out for training sessions ahead of Friday’s kick-off.

World Rugby said 96 percent of tickets had been
sold and that the curtain-raiser between Japan and
Russia could set a tournament record for viewing fig-
ures in a single country. The World Cup, the first to be
held in Asia, is taking place eight years after the devas-
tating Fukushima earthquake, tsunami and nuclear dis-
aster, and comes just a year before Tokyo hosts the
2020 Olympics. “Earthquakes, floods, we suffered many
hardships,” organising committee chairman Fujio
Mitarai told reporters on Tuesday. 

“But all the stakeholders stayed together and we
created the optimum environment for a successful
World Cup in Japan. “I hope a lot of the matches will be

engraved in the history of the game.” Japanese fans
have been out in force this week, with 15,000 packing a
stadium for a Wales training session and singing a
Japanese version of the Welsh anthem.

World Rugby CEO Brett Gosper said the tourna-
ment’s commercial revenues will outstrip the 2015 edi-
tion in England and Wales, adding that the competition
was on course to be a sell-out.

“It’s going to be a very different World Cup than the
others,” Gosper told AFP. “We’ve already seen the pas-
sion of the supporters who are coming to the training
sessions, 15,000 people at yesterday’s training session
with the Welsh. This tournament is going to be full of
surprises on the pitch and off it.

“The goal is to develop the sport and get young
people watching it. We set ourselves the objective of
having one million new participants, we’re at 1.8 million
before the tournament in Japan and in Asia.” Tough
competition between the teams, with the top world
ranking changing hands three times in recent weeks,
has piqued anticipation as the tournament has no clear
favourite. “After 10 years of meticulous preparation, the
waiting is over,” said World Rugby chairman Bill
Beaumont. “This tournament will accelerate rugby’s
global reach.

“Over the next six weeks we will embrace the very
best of rugby and the very best of Japan... rugby-mania
is going to captivate this nation.” — AFP

‘Rugby-mania’:
Praise for Japan
as World Cup
excitement grows

World Rugby
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TOKYO: Japan are learning to live with the pressure of
being World Cup hosts as they prepare for their tourna-
ment curtain raiser against Russia this week, flanker Pieter
Labuschagne said yesterday. The Brave Blossoms have
gone into very few World Cup matches as favourites down
the years, but are expected to beat a Russian team
smashed 85-15 by Italy in a recent warm-up.

With the eyes of the world on them, Labuschagne
promised Japan would rise to the occasion in Tokyo on
Friday. “We’ve been working a really long time towards the
World Cup and it’s going to be a special event,” said the
Pretoria-born Labuschagne. “Whether we’re favourites I
don’t think it makes any difference,” he added. “We set our
goals out before the World Cup and we know exactly
what’s expected and what we need to do.

“Pressure makes you feel alive and brings out the best
in you — hopefully we can show that on Friday night.”
Scrum coach Shin Hasegawa also shrugged off any fears of
Japan cracking under the strain this week.

“Everyone will be feeling the pressure,” he shrugged,
admitting he was more concerned with staying in the good
books of match referee Nigel Owens. 

“It’s a World Cup: England, New Zealand, South Africa
— they will all be feeling it. Obviously it’s how we react
that counts.” Once tournament pushovers, Japan famously
stunned two-time champions South Africa in their opening
fixture four years ago on England’s south coast before
producing further victories over Samoa and the United
States under Eddie Jones.

Current coach Jamie Joseph has targeted a first-ever
place in the quarter-finals, but to achieve that Japan will
likely have to topple Scotland in Pool A, which also
involves Samoa and Ireland, the world’s top-ranked team.
“We have an important first step this weekend,” said
Labuschagne, refusing to look past a hulking Russian side
who gave Japan a scare in a narrow 32-27 win last
November. “It’s going to be a physical battle against
Russia. They’re a good team and it’s about absorbing their
pressure and trying to apply some of our own.”

If Joseph, who will be without winger Kenki Fukuoka
with a calf strain, has looked a little fraught since a thump-
ing 41-7 defeat by the Springboks earlier this month, his
players were displaying no such signs of stress.

“I just want to play the game,” growled Tongan-born
lock Isileli Nakajima, flashing a gold-toothed smile. “I don’t
take Russia lightly — they’re as big as South Africa, so we
will have to show them the same respect.”—AFP

‘Feel alive’: Japan 
embrace Rugby
World Cup pressure


