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JALALABAD: A US drone strike intended to hit
an Islamic State (IS) hideout in Afghanistan killed
at least 30 civilians resting after a day’s labor in
the fields, officials said yesterday.

The attack on Wednesday night also injured
40 people after accidentally targeting farmers
and laborers who had just finished collecting pine
nuts at mountainous Wazir Tangi in eastern Nan-
garhar province, three Afghan officials told
Reuters.

“The workers had lit a bonfire and were sitting
together when a drone targeted them,” tribal
elder Malik Rahat Gul told Reuters by telephone
from Wazir Tangi.

Afghanistan’s Defense Ministry and a senior US
official in Kabul confirmed the drone strike, but did
not share details of civilian casualties. “US forces
conducted a drone strike against Da’esh (IS) ter-
rorists in Nangarhar,” said Colonel Sonny Leggett,
a spokesman for US forces in Afghanistan. “We are
aware of allegations of the death of non-combat-
ants and are working with local officials to deter-
mine the facts.”

About 14,000 US troops are in Afghanistan,
training and advising Afghan security forces and
conducting counter-insurgency operations
against IS and the Taleban movement. Haidar
Khan, who owns the pine nut fields, said about

150 workers were there for harvesting, with
some still missing as well as the confirmed dead
and injured.

A survivor of the drone strike said about 200
laborers were sleeping in five tents pitched near
the farm when the attack happened. “Some of us
managed to escape, some were injured but many
were killed,” said Juma Gul, a resident of north-
eastern Kunar province who had travelled along
with laborers to harvest and shell pine nuts this
week. Angered by the attack, some residents of
Nangarhar province demanded an apology and
monetary compensation from the US government.

“Such mistakes cannot be justified. American
forces must realize (they) will never win the war
by killing innocent civilians,” said Javed Mansur,
a resident of Jalalabad city. Jihadist IS fighters
first appeared in Afghanistan in 2014 and have
since made inroads in the east and north where
they are battling the government, US forces and
the Taleban.

The exact number of IS fighters is difficult to
calculate because they frequently switch alle-
giances, but the US military estimates there are
about 2,000.

There was no word from IS on the attack.
There has been no let-up in assaults by Taleban
and IS as Afghanistan prepares for a presidential

election this month. 
Hundreds of civilians have been killed in fight-

ing across Afghanistan after the collapse of US-
Taleban peace talks this month. The Taleban has
warned US President Donald Trump will regret
his decision to abruptly call off talks that could

have led to a political settlement to end the 18-
year-old war. The United Nations says nearly
4,000 civilians were killed or wounded in the first
half of the year. That included a big increase in
casualties inflicted by government and US-led
foreign forces. —Reuters
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KABUL: A wounded man lies on a bed as he receives medical treatment at a hospital following a drone strike
in Khogyani district of Nangarhar province yesterday. —AFP

US House Speaker Pelosi 
unveils proposal to 
lower drug prices
WASHINGTON: US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi released pro-
posed legislation yesterday that would allow the federal govern-
ment to negotiate the prices of hundreds of prescription drugs for
Medicare healthcare beneficiaries as well as other consumers.
Americans pay the highest prices for prescription drugs in the
world, as most other developed nations have single-payer systems
with the government negotiating prices for its people.

Democrats promised to curb prescription drug prices during
last year’s congressional election campaign, when they won the ma-
jority in the House of Representatives. US President Donald Trump
has also promised to lower prices but has been struggling to deliver
on that before the November 2020 election. But many of Trump’s
fellow Republicans, who run the Senate, are not keen on letting the
government negotiate over prices, saying it amounts to price fixing.
Elements of Pelosi’s plan are also opposed by the pharmaceutical
industry. Pelosi’s proposal would allow the US government every
year to negotiate prices on “as many as possible of the 250 most
costly drugs to Medicare and the entire US health system” that lack
price competition, a summary of the bill said. In the first year alone,
drugs representing more than half of all Medicare “Part D” drug
spending would be subject to the negotiation process, including
insulin, it said.

“To deliver maximum savings for the greatest number of Amer-
icans, the price determined by the negotiations process would be
available to all purchasers - not just Medicare beneficiaries,” the
summary said. The US government in 2016 spent around $29 billion
on prescription drugs in Medicare’s Part B, which includes most in-
jectable drugs, and nearly $100 billion in Part D, which covers pills
and other drugs usually dispensed in pharmacies. —Reuters

Ex-Tepco bosses 
cleared over 
Fukushima 
nuke disaster
TOKYO: A Tokyo court cleared yesterday
three former Tokyo Electric Power (Tepco)
executives of negligence for the 2011
Fukushima disaster, the only criminal case
to arise out of the world’s worst nuclear
crisis since Chernobyl in 1986. Former
Tepco Chairman Tsunehisa Katsumata and
one-time executives Sakae Muto and
Ichiro Takekuro were all found not guilty
by the Tokyo District Court. Dressed in
dark suits and ties, the defendants sat in si-
lence as Presiding Judge Kenichi Naga-
fuchi read the judgment.

A woman sitting in the public gallery,
where about 100 people were seated,
shouted “unbelievable”, on hearing the
verdict. Outside the court were displaced
residents and protesters. The trial, which
started in June 2017, was conducted by
state-appointed lawyers after prosecutors
decided not to bring charges. Legal ex-
perts had said it was unlikely the three for-
mer executives of Japan’s biggest power
provider would be found guilty, given
prosecutors had decided not to take the
case to trial.

The Fukushima Daiichi nuclear station,
located about 220 km (130 miles) northeast
of Tokyo, was rocked by a magnitude 9.0

earthquake and subsequent tsunami in
March 2011, sparking three reactor melt-
downs and prompting Japan to shut down
its entire fleet of nuclear reactors. More
than 160,000 residents fled nearby towns
in the aftermath as radiation from the re-
actors contaminated water, food and air.

Lawyers acting as prosecutors said the
three executives had access to data and
studies anticipating the risk to the area
from a tsunami exceeding 10 metres (33
feet) in height that could trigger a power
loss and cause a nuclear disaster. Judge
Nagafuchi ruled that to hold the executives
responsible for criminal negligence the
prosecuting lawyers had to prove it was
possible to predict tsunamis.

Nagafuchi said that, while the execu-
tives may have been aware of the risk of a
major tsunami before the disaster, it was
not established that they could have com-
pleted preventative measures in time.

A commission appointed by Japan’s
parliament concluded in 2012 that
Fukushima “was a profoundly manmade
disaster - that could and should have been
foreseen and prevented, (while) its effects
could have been mitigated by a more ef-
fective human response.” In 2016, the gov-
ernment estimated the total cost of plant
dismantling, decontamination of affected
areas and compensation would be 21.5 tril-
lion yen ($199 billion), or about a fifth of
Japan’s annual budget. —Reuters

TOKYO: This combination of pictures created yesterday shows three former executives from
Tokyo Electric Power Company (TEPCO), former chairman Tsunehisa Katsumata (right), former
vice presidents Ichiro Takekuro (center) and Sakae Muto (left). —AFP


