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KABUL: War-weary Afghanistan was hit with
its third straight day of bloody carnage yester-
day, as a Taleban car bomb flattened a hospital
and killed 20 people in the south, while nine
others died in a drone strike in the east.

The surge in violence, with civilians paying
the heaviest price, has come after US President
Donald Trump called off talks with the Taleban
that could have seen Washington begin with-
drawing troops, and as the country gears up
for a presidential election.  The insurgents re-
sponded to Trump’s declaration that the talks
were “dead” earlier this month by promising to
continue fighting, and have vowed to target the
September 28 polls, Afghanistan’s fourth pres-
idential election since the hardline Islamist
group was ousted from power in 2001.

Yesterday’s bloodshed began near dawn,
when the Taleban killed at least 20 people and
wounded 90 after a car bomb destroyed a hos-
pital in the southern Afghan city of Qalat.

Hours later, reports emerged of an
overnight drone strike in eastern Nangarhar
province said to have killed at least nine civil-
ians who had been camping in the mountain-
ous region as they collected pine nuts. The US
is the only member of the international coali-
tion in Afghanistan that provides air support in
the conflict, but there was no immediate state-
ment from its forces in Afghanistan, the United
Nations or NATO.

The strike came just hours after four people
were killed on Wednesday when unknown
gunmen and a suicide bomber stormed a gov-
ernment building in nearby Jalalabad, capital
of Nangarhar province.

On Tuesday, the Taleban killed nearly 50
people in two separate attacks-one on a cam-

paign rally for President Ashraf Ghani in the
central province of Parwan, and the other in
Kabul.  Ordinary Afghans continue to bear the
brunt of the nearly 18-year conflict, with more
civilians killed in the Afghan war in 2018 than
during any other year on record, according to
the UN. An increase in air strikes by US and
Afghan forces also led to more civilian deaths
in 2018, with over 500 killed by aerial opera-
tions for the first time on record.

‘It was horrific’ 
Zabul governor Rahmatullah Yarmal said

yesterday morning’s car bomb had targeted a
National Directorate of Security building in
Qalat and destroyed an adjacent hospital, with
two local officials confirming the death toll.
Residents near the blast, which was claimed by
the Taleban, said the explosion rattled homes
and shattered windows and was followed by
gunfire. “It was horrific,” said university stu-
dent Atif Baloch, who saw women and children
being dragged from the scene by rescuers.
Panic also spread among residents searching
for family at the hospital.

“I rushed to the scene and I am looking for
them and cannot find them... I don’t know what
to do,” shopkeeper Muqim Ahmad told AFP,
saying his wife and mother were inside the fa-
cility at the time of the blast.

More fighting 
In Nangarhar, district governor Shamsul

Haq told AFP that nine people were killed and
six wounded in the drone strike in Khogyani
district, adding they were all civilians. Other
officials gave varying tolls, with one putting
the deaths at as many as 30.   “The strike was

supposed to target Daesh (Islamic State) fight-
ers, but it mistakenly hit the civilians,” said
Nangarhar police spokesman Mubarez Atal.

One survivor, 22-year-old Pir Mohammad,
told AFP that laborers had come from other
provinces to pick pine nuts and were asleep in
their tents when the strike began. “Many of our
friends were killed for no reason, and dozens
of others were wounded,” he told AFP from a
hospital in Jalalabad, where he was being
treated for shrapnel wounds. Fawad Aman, a
deputy defence ministry spokesman, told AFP
the ministry was investigating the reports.

Both the Islamic State group and the Tale-
ban are active in Nangarhar, which borders

Pakistan. The Taliban have vowed to disrupt
the September 28 election in which Ghani is
taking on his own Chief Executive, Abdullah
Abdullah, and more than a dozen other candi-
dates.

The Trump administration has condemned
the violence.  “The president has made clear
that he will not negotiate a peace agreement
while the Taleban continues such attacks,” said
a White House statement condemning Tues-
day’s blasts.  But the Taliban argue that the US
is also killing people in Afghanistan, and have
repeatedly voiced their belief that Washington
will eventually return to the table for more ne-
gotiations, stating their door is “open”. —AFP

Taleban car bomb hits hospital 
killing over 20, wounding 90

HERAT: In this picture taken on Wednesday an Afghan soldier frisks supporters arriving for a campaign rally of
presidential candidate Gulbuddin Hekmatyar in Herat.— AFP

DHAKA: Poor, rural Bangladeshis are
spending far more than the government
and aid agencies to combat the impacts of
climate change, diverting what little money
they have away from basic needs, a study
said yesterday. Bangladesh-a densely pop-
ulated and impoverished low-lying nation
of 168 million people-is among the most
vulnerable to global warming with rising
sea levels threatening coastal villages.

In a study billed as the first of its kind in
comparing household spending to public
financing, researchers found rural families
were shelling out an average $2 billion a
year to address the impacts of climate
change. In contrast, Dhaka’s budget for cli-
mate change in rural areas for 2018-19 was
$1.46 billion, while international financing
was an estimated $154 million annually, the
report by the International Institute for En-
vironment and Development (IIED) found.

The report was released days before a
UN Climate Action Summit in New York

between governments, business leaders
and international organizations. “This re-
search reveals an alarming imbalance,”
IIED’s director Andrew Norton said in a
statement.

“It is unacceptable that the poorest peo-
ple are shouldering the burden of spending
for adapting to climate change in
Bangladesh. “Much more needs to be done
to make sure more public climate finance
reaches the people who need it most.”

Families-instead of buying food or
spending their money on health and educa-
tion-were repairing damaged homes and
replacing animals and crops. They were
using the money to raise their houses above
flood levels, and some were even taking out
high-interest loans from informal sources,
pushing them further into poverty, the re-
searchers said. Mohammad Nannu’s home
was last year destroyed by the shifting cur-
rents of the Padma, a tributary of the Hi-
malayan river the Ganges.—AFP 

SOPORE, India: It’s harvest time, but the market
in the northern Kashmiri town of Sopore - usu-
ally packed with people, trucks and produce at
this time of year - is empty, while in orchards
across India’s Jammu and Kashmir state un-
picked apples rot on the branch. In one of the
world’s largest apple growing regions, a weeks-
old lockdown imposed after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi dramatically abolished the
state’s special constitutional status has cut trans-
port links with buyers in India and abroad, fruit
growers and traders say, plunging the industry
into turmoil.

Modi sold the move as a way to spur growth
by integrating the state with the rest of India.
But, for now, the unrest that has come in the
wake of his government’s action has upended the
economy, further fuelling resentment in the ter-
ritory where an armed revolt against India rule
has ebbed and flowed over 30 years.

At dawn late last week the market in Sopore,
a town known locally as “Little London” for its
lush orchards, big houses and relative affluence,
was deserted, its gates locked. “Everyone is
scared,” a lone trader, rushing to an adjoining

mosque for morning prayers, told Reuters. “No
one will come.”

Apples are the lifeblood of Kashmir’s econ-
omy, involving 3.5 million people, around half the
population of the state. In a surprise move on
Aug. 5, just as the harvest season as getting
under way, the government abrogated provi-
sions in India’s constitution that gave the Jammu
and Kashmir partial autonomy and stipulated
only residents could buy property or hold gov-
ernment jobs. Strict movement restrictions were
imposed simultaneously, and mobile, telephone,
and internet connections snapped.

The government said the immediate prior-
ity was to prevent an eruption of violence in
Kashmir, where more than 40,000 people
have been killed since 1989, and that curbs
are slowly being eased, including the opening
up of landline phones.

Further out, the government has promised
rapid economic development and plans an
investor summit later this year to attract
some of India’s top companies to the region,
create jobs and lure young people away
from militancy.— Reuters

Bangladesh rural poor bear financial
burden of climate change: Study

Apples rot in Kashmir orchards, 
as lockdown puts economy in tailspin


