
Friday, September 20, 2019S p o r t s

Friday46

PARIS: Real Madrid coach Zinedine Zidane could
only hold his hands up after his side was out-
classed by Paris Saint-Germain in their opening
Champions League game of the season on
Wednesday, going down 3-0 in the French capi-
tal. “They were superior to us in everything,” Zi-
dane admitted after the match at the Parc des
Princes. “In terms of how they played, in midfield,
but above all, and what annoys me the most, in
terms of intensity.”

Games at this level are often won in the cen-
tre of the park and the Madrid trio of Casemiro,
Toni Kroos and James Rodriguez could not
cope with their opponents, for whom the tireless
Idrissa Gueye was outstanding. Zidane had pin-
pointed the same issue last weekend after his
side almost blew a three-goal lead against Lev-
ante in La Liga.

“When I looked to the bench there was noth-
ing else,” he said of his midfield then, but he
could and certainly should have seen this com-
ing. While an injury to Luka Modric has exac-
erbated the problem, Zidane allowed Dani
Ceballos and Marcos Llorente to leave in the
summer and did not have an alternative to a
failed move to sign Paul Pogba.

Sharp contrasts 
The defeat in Paris may ultimately not pre-

vent Real from reaching the last 16, but their
performance contrasted sharply with two sea-
sons ago, when they dumped PSG out en route
to winning the trophy for the third year running.
Zidane walked away after that success only to
be tempted back in March. If it seemed like a
huge risk at the time to gamble his legacy, six
months on and the France great appears no

closer to getting the 13-time European Cup
winners back on track.

He did not have to deal with such adversity in
his glittering first stint in charge. They have won
seven and lost five of 16 games since his return.
On Wednesday, according to renowned Spanish
sports statistician Mister Chip, apart from two
disallowed goals, Real failed to muster a shot on
target for the first time in a decade, a period
spanning 578 competitive games. That was de-
spite the presence of Gareth Bale, Karim Ben-
zema and Eden Hazard up front.

The latter made his first start for the club after
injury following his 100 million-euro ($110 mil-
lion) move from Chelsea but received a rating of
two out of 10 from French sports daily L’Equipe.
“To not create chances with the players we had
on the field, it is a bit of a strange feeling but that
is how it is,” Zidane said.

Writing in Spanish sports daily As, Alfredo
Relano remarked “Madrid are not in good shape,
others know it and their opponents no longer
crouch down before them out of respect for their
prestige.” Of course they were not helped by the
absences of the injured Marcelo and the sus-
pended Sergio Ramos from their defense on
Wednesday.

Lopetegui smells revenge 
There is still much work for Zidane to do,

however, with what is meant to be a new-look
Real — centre-back Eder Militao and left-
back Ferland Mendy were the other summer
signings to start in Paris. But he needs to find
solutions quickly, with Real facing a tough test
on Sunday as they travel to face a Sevilla side
who are top of La Liga after four games, two

points above Zidane’s team.
Real have lost on their last four visits to the

Ramon Sanchez Pizjuan, and on six of their last
seven trips there. Sevilla have another potential
weapon given their coach, Julen Lopetegui, will
be motivated by the prospect of getting one over
on the club who sacked him after just 14 games

last season. “We need to forget this defeat, it is
hard but we have another game on Sunday and
we need to focus on that,” Zidane said. It may be
stretching it to say his position is under threat at
the moment, but another defeat this weekend
might change that, and a derby away to Atletico
awaits a week later. —AFP

Zidane is found wanting as 
Madrid are trashed in Paris

PARIS: Paris Saint-Germain’s Argentine midfielder Angel Di Maria celebrates scoring his team’s first goal
during the UEFA Champions league Group A football match between Paris Saint-Germain and Real Madrid, at
the Parc des Princes stadium. —AFP

Lewandowski 
strikes again 
as Bayern see 
off Red Star
MUNICH: Robert Lewandowski scored as Bay-
ern Munich eased to a 3-0 win over Red Star
Belgrade in their opening Champions League
group-stage match at the Allianz Arena on
Wednesday. After Kingsley Coman gave Bayern
a first-half lead, Lewandowski poked home ten
minutes from time for his ninth goal in six
matches before Thomas Mueller added a stun-
ning late third.

Bayern visit last season’s runners-up Totten-
ham, who blew a two-goal lead on Wednesday
in a 2-2 draw at Olympiakos, in their second
Group B game in two weeks’ time. The hosts
were stuttering to a slender win before
Lewandowski capitalized on two mistakes in the
Red Star defense for a classic poacher’s goal.
“We had the whole game under control, we just
scored too few goals,” Lewandowski told Sky.
“I’m very happy that I scored and that we

played well as a team.”
The margin of victory pleased Bayern head

coach Niko Kovac after his side peppered the
Serbian team’s defense and enjoyed a huge
share of possession. “I believe we can be very
satisfied, the team concentrated very hard on
the job at hand,” said Kovac. “We scored three
goals, that’s standard for us.” However, Red Star
came within a whisker of equalizing just before
Lewandowski struck when their captain Marko
Marin fired narrowly wide with Bayern goal-
keeper Manuel Neuer beaten.

The German champions are not having things
their own way so far in the Bundesliga and Sat-
urday’s 1-1 draw at early leaders RB Leipzig left
Bayern fourth in the table, two points adrift.
However, they remain a force to be reckoned
with and last lost a Champions League group
game at home in December 2013. It took just
over half an hour for them to take the lead, cap-
italizing on 70 percent possession.

With the away defense hanging back, un-
derstandably worrying about Lewandowski,
Coman slipped his marker and headed home
from fellow winger Ivan Perisic’s pin-point
cross from the left flank on 34 minutes. It could
have been 2-0 going into the break as Philippe
Coutinho, on loan from Barcelona, audaciously
flicked the ball into the net with his heel, but
was narrowly offside. —AFP

Herrera snatches 
point for Atletico 
MADRID: Hector Herrera grabbed a dramatic
point on his Atletico Madrid debut with a late
header that saw his side come back from two
goals down to draw 2-2 in their Champions
League opener against Juventus on Wednesday.
Herrera came off the bench to crash home Kieran
Tripper’s last-minute corner and complete the
comeback after Juve had gone ahead through
Juan Cuadrado’s superb strike seconds after the
break and a bullet header from Blaise Matuidi on
65 minutes.

Stefan Savic gave the home fans hope when
he pulled one back for Atletico five minutes after
Frenchman Matuidi had doubled the away side’s
lead. “I’m happy to have made my first appear-
ance and to have helped the team. This side is
known for how it always fights to the end,” said
Herrera to TV broadcaster Movistar. “A draw
against a team like Juventus isn’t bad at all. We
wanted to win the match but a draw is a good re-
sult given the quality of the opposition.”

Both sides now trail Lokomotiv Moscow in
Group D thanks to the Russians’ 2-1 win at Bayer
Leverkusen after a result that left Maurizio Sarri’s
Juve disappointed they didn’t get more from an
impressive second-half display. “I think we
played well but we have a bitter taste in our
mouth now because we felt we had the game in

our hands,” said Sarri. “We need more attention
and focus on set-pieces. We will work on that.”

Towering Atletico 
Cuadrado had flashed Juve into the lead two

minutes after the restart with an exceptional strike
after good work from Gonzalo Higuain, who rolled
a neat pass that allowed the Colombian to smash
home the opener. Jose Maria Gimenez then
passed up a good chance to level when he blasted
over Koke’s pull-back, and the away side capital-
ized when Matuidi charged onto Alex Sandro’s
cross and thumped his header past Jan Oblak. The
hosts got back into the game almost immediately
when Savic headed home a towering Gimenez’s
perfect knockdown, and they were then pleading
for a penalty with seven minutes left when referee
Danny Makkelie waved away their appeals de-
spite Matthijs de Ligt kicking the ball onto an un-
suspecting Leonardo Bonucci’s hand. Juve had
almost re-established their two-goal advantage
shortly before when Higuain’s powerful shot was
pushed out to Matuidi, whose follow-up was
cleared off the line by Trippier.

Atletico got a deserved leveller with yet an-
other header, this time from substitute Herrera
who beat an uncharacteristically weak Juve de-
fence to power home his first goal since signing
from Porto in the summer. The home fans had to
survive one last scare however, with an otherwise
quiet Cristiano Ronaldo coming to within cen-
timeters of an incredible winner when his mazy
dribble ended with a low drive that beat Oblak
and the far post. —AFP


